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Slaughterhouse-Five - Kurt Vonnegut
1999-01-12
Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, SlaughterhouseFive is “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to
confront the monstrous crimes of the twentieth
century” (Time). Selected by the Modern Library
as one of the 100 best novels of all time
Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one
of the world’s great antiwar books. Centering on
the infamous World War II firebombing of
Dresden, the novel is the result of what Kurt
Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year
struggle to write a book about what he had
witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It
combines historical fiction, science fiction,
autobiography, and satire in an account of the
life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned
draftee turned optometrist turned alien
abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences
the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike
Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming
“unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller,
Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult
hero in American literature, a reputation that
only strengthened over time, despite his being
banned and censored by some libraries and
schools for content and language. But it was
precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genrebending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired
generations of readers not just to look differently
at the world around them but to find the
confidence to say something about it. Authors as
wide-ranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving,
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Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret
Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris,
Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found
inspiration in Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran
Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of
writer who made people—young people
especially—want to write.” George Saunders has
declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent,
passionate American writer of our century, who
offers us . . . a model of the kind of
compassionate thinking that might yet save us
from ourselves.” More than fifty years after its
initial publication at the height of the Vietnam
War, Vonnegut’s portrayal of political
disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels
as relevant, darkly humorous, and profoundly
affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through
our own era’s uncertainties.
Palm Sunday - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-09-30
“[Kurt Vonnegut] is either the funniest serious
writer around or the most serious funny
writer.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review In this
self-portrait by an American genius, Kurt
Vonnegut writes with beguiling wit and poignant
wisdom about his favorite comedians, country
music, a dead friend, a dead marriage, and
various cockamamie aspects of his all-too-human
journey through life. This is a work that
resonates with Vonnegut’s singular voice: the
magic sound of a born storyteller mesmerizing
us with truth. “Vonnegut is at the top of his
form, and it is wonderful.”—Newsday
And So It Goes - Charles J. Shields 2011-11-08
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A
Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book for
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2011 The first authoritative biography of Kurt
Vonnegut Jr., a writer who changed the
conversation of American literature. In 2006,
Charles Shields reached out to Kurt Vonnegut in
a letter, asking for his endorsement for a
planned biography. The first response was no
("A most respectful demurring by me for the
excellent writer Charles J. Shields, who offered
to be my biographer"). Unwilling to take no for
an answer, propelled by a passion for his
subject, and already deep into his research,
Shields wrote again and this time, to his delight,
the answer came back: "O.K." For the next
year—a year that ended up being Vonnegut's
last—Shields had access to Vonnegut and his
letters. And So It Goes is the culmination of five
years of research and writing—the first-ever
biography of the life of Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut
resonates with readers of all generations from
the baby boomers who grew up with him to highschool and college students who are discovering
his work for the first time. Vonnegut's concise
collection of personal essays, Man Without a
Country, published in 2006, spent fifteen weeks
on the New York Times bestseller list and has
sold more than 300,000 copies to date. The
twenty-first century has seen interest in and
scholarship about Vonnegut's works grow even
stronger, and this is the first book to examine in
full the life of one of the most influential
iconoclasts of his time.
Galapagos - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-08-11
“A madcap genealogical adventure . . . Vonnegut
is a postmodern Mark Twain.”—The New York
Times Book Review Galápagos takes the reader
back one million years, to A.D. 1986. A simple
vacation cruise suddenly becomes an
evolutionary journey. Thanks to an apocalypse, a
small group of survivors stranded on the
Galápagos Islands are about to become the
progenitors of a brave, new, and totally different
human race. In this inimitable novel, America’ s
master satirist looks at our world and shows us
all that is sadly, madly awry–and all that is worth
saving. Praise for Galápagos “The best Vonnegut
novel yet!”—John Irving “Beautiful . . .
provocative, arresting reading.”—USA Today “A
satire in the classic tradition . . . a dark vision, a
heartfelt warning.”—The Detroit Free Press
“Interesting, engaging, sad and yet very funny . .
. Vonnegut is still in top form. If he has no
the-sirens-of-titan

prescription for alleviating the pain of the
human condition, at least he is a first-rate
diagnostician.”—Susan Isaacs, Newsday “Dark . .
. original and funny.”—People “A triumph of
style, originality and warped yet consistent logic
. . . a condensation, an evolution of Vonnegut’s
entire career, including all the issues and
questions he has pursued relentlessly for four
decades.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “Wild
details, wry humor, outrageous characters . . .
Galápagos is a comic lament, a sadly ironic
vison.”—St. Louis Post-Dispatch “A work of high
comedy, sadness and imagination.”—The Denver
Post “Wacky wit and irreverent imagination . . .
and the full range of technical innovations have
made [Vonnegut] America’s preeminent
experimental novelist.”—The Minneapolis Star
and Tribune
Slapstick or Lonesome No More! - Kurt
Vonnegut 1999-05-11
“Some of the best and most moving
Vonnegut.”—San Francisco Chronicle Slapstick
presents an apocalyptic vision as seen through
the eyes of the current King of Manhattan (and
last President of the United States), a wickedly
irreverent look at the all-too-possible results of
today’s follies. But even the end of life-as-weknow-it is transformed by Kurt Vonnegut’s pen
into hilarious farce—a final slapstick that may be
the Almighty’s joke on us all. “Both funny and
sad . . . just about perfect.”—Los Angeles Times
“Imaginative and hilarious . . . a brilliant vision
of our wrecked, wacked-out future.”—Hartford
Courant
The Sirens of Titan - 1990
The Sirens of Titan - Kurt Vonnegut 1962
When Winston Niles Rumfoord flies his
spacecraft into a chrono-synclastic infundibulum
he is converted into pure energy and
materialises when his waveforms intercept a
planet. Winston now knows everything that has
ever been and that will be.
The Sirens of Mars - Sarah Stewart Johnson
2021-07-20
“Sarah Stewart Johnson interweaves her own
coming-of-age story as a planetary scientist with
a vivid history of the exploration of Mars in this
celebration of human curiosity, passion, and
perseverance.”—Alan Lightman, author of
Einstein’s Dreams WINNER OF THE PHI BETA
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KAPPA AWARD FOR SCIENCE • NAMED ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The
New York Times Book Review • Times (UK) •
Library Journal “Lovely . . . Johnson’s prose
swirls with lyrical wonder, as varied and
multihued as the apricot deserts, butterscotch
skies and blue sunsets of Mars.”—Anthony
Doerr, The New York Times Book Review Mars
was once similar to Earth, but today there are no
rivers, no lakes, no oceans. Coated in red dust,
the terrain is bewilderingly empty. And yet
multiple spacecraft are circling Mars, sweeping
over Terra Sabaea, Syrtis Major, the dunes of
Elysium, and Mare Sirenum—on the brink,
perhaps, of a staggering find, one that would
inspire humankind as much as any discovery in
the history of modern science. In this beautifully
observed, deeply personal book, Georgetown
scientist Sarah Stewart Johnson tells the story of
how she and other researchers have scoured
Mars for signs of life, transforming the planet
from a distant point of light into a world of its
own. Johnson’s fascination with Mars began as a
child in Kentucky, turning over rocks with her
father and looking at planets in the night sky.
She now conducts fieldwork in some of Earth’s
most hostile environments, such as the Dry
Valleys of Antarctica and the salt flats of
Western Australia, developing methods for
detecting life on other worlds. Here, with poetic
precision, she interlaces her own personal
journey—as a female scientist and a
mother—with tales of other seekers, from
Percival Lowell, who was convinced that a
utopian society existed on Mars, to Audouin
Dollfus, who tried to carry out astronomical
observations from a stratospheric balloon. In the
process, she shows how the story of Mars is also
a story about Earth: This other world has been
our mirror, our foil, a telltale reflection of our
own anxieties and yearnings. Empathetic and
evocative, The Sirens of Mars offers an unlikely
natural history of a place where no human has
ever set foot, while providing a vivid portrait of
our quest to defy our isolation in the cosmos.
A Man Without a Country - Kurt Vonnegut
2017-06-20
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “For all
those who have lived with Vonnegut in their
imaginations . . . this is what he is like in
person.”–USA Today In a volume that is
the-sirens-of-titan

penetrating, introspective, incisive, and laughout-loud funny, one of the great men of letters of
this age–or any age–holds forth on life, art, sex,
politics, and the state of America’s soul. From
his coming of age in America, to his formative
war experiences, to his life as an artist, this is
Vonnegut doing what he does best: Being
himself. Whimsically illustrated by the author, A
Man Without a Country is intimate, tender, and
brimming with the scope of Kurt Vonnegut’s
passions. Praise for A Man Without a Country
“[This] may be as close as Vonnegut ever comes
to a memoir.”–Los Angeles Times “Like [that of]
his literary ancestor Mark Twain, [Kurt
Vonnegut’s] crankiness is good-humored and
sharp-witted. . . . [Reading A Man Without a
Country is] like sitting down on the couch for a
long chat with an old friend.”–The New York
Times Book Review “Filled with [Vonnegut’s]
usual contradictory mix of joy and sorrow, hope
and despair, humor and gravity.”–Chicago
Tribune “Fans will linger on every word . . . as
once again [Vonnegut] captures the complexity
of the human condition with stunning
calligraphic simplicity.”–The Australian “Thank
God, Kurt Vonnegut has broken his promise that
he will never write another book. In this
wondrous assemblage of mini-memoirs, we
discover his family’s legacy and his obstinate,
unfashionable humanism.”–Studs Terkel
The Sirens of Titan - Kurt Vonnegut 1985
America's wealthiest man succumbs to the
irresistible charms of a lunar siren
Venus on the Half-Shell - Philip Jose Farmer
2013-12-10
Simon Wagstaff narrowly escapes the Deluge
that destroys Earth when he happens upon an
abandoned spaceship. A man without a planet,
he gains immortality from an elixir drunk during
an interlude with a cat-like alien queen. Now
Simon must chart a 3,000-year course to the
most distant corners of the multiverse, to seek
out the answers to the questions no one can
seem to answer.
The Long Tomorrow - Leigh Brackett 1974
In the aftermath of a nuclear war, Americans
have come to blame technology for the disaster.
The population is scattered into small towns.
Cities are forbidden by law, as is scientific
research.
Stuff You Should Know - Josh Clark
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2020-11-24
From the duo behind the massively successful
and award-winning podcast Stuff You Should
Know comes an unexpected look at things you
thought you knew. Josh Clark and Chuck Bryant
started the podcast Stuff You Should Know back
in 2008 because they were curious—curious
about the world around them, curious about
what they might have missed in their formal
educations, and curious to dig deeper on stuff
they thought they understood. As it turns out,
they aren't the only curious ones. They've since
amassed a rabid fan base, making Stuff You
Should Know one of the most popular podcasts
in the world. Armed with their inquisitive
natures and a passion for sharing, they uncover
the weird, fascinating, delightful, or unexpected
elements of a wide variety of topics. The pair
have now taken their near-boundless "whys" and
"hows" from your earbuds to the pages of a book
for the first time—featuring a completely new
array of subjects that they’ve long wondered
about and wanted to explore. Each chapter is
further embellished with snappy visual material
to allow for rabbit-hole tangents and
digressions—including charts, illustrations,
sidebars, and footnotes. Follow along as the two
dig into the underlying stories of everything
from the origin of Murphy beds, to the history of
facial hair, to the psychology of being lost. Have
you ever wondered about the world around you,
and wished to see the magic in everyday things?
Come get curious with Stuff You Should Know.
With Josh and Chuck as your guide, there’s
something interesting about everything
(...except maybe jackhammers).
Mother Night - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-08-11
“Vonnegut is George Orwell, Dr. Caligari and
Flash Gordon compounded into one writer . . . a
zany but moral mad scientist.”—Time Mother
Night is a daring challenge to our moral sense.
American Howard W. Campbell, Jr., a spy during
World War II, is now on trial in Israel as a Nazi
war criminal. But is he really guilty? In this
brilliant book rife with true gallows humor,
Vonnegut turns black and white into a chilling
shade of gray with a verdict that will haunt us
all. “A great artist.”—Cincinnati Enquirer “A
shaking up in the kaleidoscope of laughter . . .
Reading Vonnegut is addictive!”—Commonweal
Cat's Cradle - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-11-04
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“A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable
ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s Cradle is Kurt
Vonnegut’s satirical commentary on modern
man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this
planet’s ultimate fate, it features a midget as the
protagonist, a complete, original theology
created by a calypso singer, and a vision of the
future that is at once blackly fatalistic and
hilariously funny. A book that left an indelible
mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s
Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s most
important works—and Vonnegut at his very best.
“[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable
social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine “Our finest
black-humorist . . . We laugh in selfdefense.”—Atlantic Monthly
Just Like Someone Without Mental Illness Only
More So - Mark Vonnegut, M.D. 2011-09-27
More than thirty years after the publication of
his acclaimed memoir The Eden Express, Mark
Vonnegut continues his story in this searingly
funny, iconoclastic account of coping with
mental illness, finding his calling, and learning
that willpower isn’t nearly enough. Here is
Mark’s life childhood as the son of a struggling
writer, as well as the world after Mark was
released from a mental hospital. At the late age
of twenty-eight and after nineteen rejections, he
is finally accepted to Harvard Medical School,
where he gains purpose, a life, and some control
over his condition. There are the manic
episodes, during which he felt burdened with
saving the world, juxtaposed against the realworld responsibilities of running a pediatric
practice. Ultimately a tribute to the small, daily,
and positive parts of a life interrupted by bipolar
disorder, Just Like Someone Without Mental
Illness Only More So is a wise, unsentimental,
and inspiring book that will resonate with
generations of readers.
Songs from the Deep - Kelly Powell 2020-10-27
A girl searches for a killer on an island where
deadly sirens lurk just beneath the waves in this
“twisty, atmospheric story that grips readers like
a siren song” (Publishers Weekly, starred
review). The sea holds many secrets. Moira
Alexander has always been fascinated by the
deadly sirens who lurk along the shores of her
island town. Even though their haunting songs
can lure anyone to a swift and watery grave, she
gets as close to them as she can, playing her
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violin on the edge of the enchanted sea. When a
young boy is found dead on the beach, the
islanders assume that he’s one of the sirens’
victims. Moira isn’t so sure. Certain that
someone has framed the boy’s death as a siren
attack, Moira convinces her childhood friend,
the lighthouse keeper Jude Osric, to help her
find the real killer, rekindling their friendship in
the process. With townspeople itching to hunt
the sirens down, and their own secrets
threatening to unravel their fragile new alliance,
Moira and Jude must race against time to stop
the killer before it’s too late—for humans and
sirens alike.
Love, Kurt - Kurt Vonnegut 2020-12-01
A never-before-seen collection of deeply
personal love letters from Kurt Vonnegut to his
first wife, Jane, compiled and edited by their
daughter “A glimpse into the mind of a writer
finding his voice.”—The Washington Post “If ever
I do write anything of length—good or bad—it
will be written with you in mind.” Kurt
Vonnegut’s eldest daughter, Edith, was cleaning
out her mother’s attic when she stumbled upon a
dusty, aged box. Inside, she discovered an
unexpected treasure: more than two hundred
love letters written by Kurt to Jane, spanning the
early years of their relationship. The letters
begin in 1941, after the former schoolmates
reunited at age nineteen, sparked a passionate
summer romance, and promised to keep in touch
when they headed off to their respective
colleges. And they did, through Jane’s
conscientious studying and Kurt’s struggle to
pass chemistry. The letters continue after Kurt
dropped out and enlisted in the army in 1943,
while Jane in turn graduated and worked for the
Office of Strategic Services in Washington, D.C.
They also detail Kurt’s deployment to Europe in
1944, where he was taken prisoner of war and
declared missing in action, and his eventual safe
return home and the couple’s marriage in 1945.
Full of the humor and wit that we have come to
associate with Kurt Vonnegut, the letters also
reveal little-known private corners of his mind.
Passionate and tender, they form an illuminating
portrait of a young soldier’s life in World War II
as he attempts to come to grips with love and
mortality. And they bring to light the origins of
Vonnegut the writer, when Jane was the only
person who believed in and supported him
the-sirens-of-titan

supported him, the young couple having no idea
how celebrated he would become. A beautiful
full-color collection of handwritten letters, notes,
sketches, and comics, interspersed with Edith’s
insights and family memories, Love, Kurt is an
intimate record of a young man growing into
himself, a fascinating account of a writer finding
his voice, and a moving testament to the lifealtering experience of falling in love.
Bluebeard - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-10-14
“Ranks with Vonnegut’s best and goes one step
beyond . . . joyous, soaring fiction.”—The Atlanta
Journal and Constitution Broad humor and bitter
irony collide in this fictional autobiography of
Rabo Karabekian, who, at age seventy-one,
wants to be left alone on his Long Island estate
with the secret he has locked inside his potato
barn. But then a voluptuous young widow
badgers Rabo into telling his life story—and
Vonnegut in turn tells us the plain, hearthammering truth about man’s careless fancy to
create or destroy what he loves. Praise for
Bluebeard “Vonnegut is at his edifying
best.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “The
quicksilver mind of Vonnegut is at it again. . . .
He displays all his talents—satire, irony, ridicule,
slapstick, and even a shaggy dog story of epic
proportions.”—The Cincinnati Post “[Kurt
Vonnegut is] a voice you can trust to keep
poking holes in the social fabric.”—San
Francisco Chronicle “It has the qualities of
classic Bosch and Slaughterhouse Vonnegut. . . .
Bluebeard is uncommonly feisty.”—USA Today
“Is Bluebeard good? Yes! . . . This is vintage
Vonnegut—good wine from his best
grapes.”—The Detroit News “A joyride . . .
Vonnegut is more fascinated and puzzled than
angered by the human stupidities and
contradictions he discerns so keenly. So hop in
his rumble seat. As you whiz along, what you
observe may provide some new
perspectives.”—Kansas City Star
Player Piano - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-09-30
“A funny, savage appraisal of a totally automated
American society of the future.”—San Francisco
Chronicle Kurt Vonnegut’s first novel spins the
chilling tale of engineer Paul Proteus, who must
find a way to live in a world dominated by a
supercomputer and run completely by machines.
Paul’s rebellion is vintage Vonnegut—wildly
funny, deadly serious, and terrifyingly close to
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reality. Praise for Player Piano “An exuberant,
crackling style . . . Vonnegut is a black humorist,
fantasist and satirist, a man disposed to deep
and comic reflection on the human
dilemma.”—Life “His black logic . . . gives us
something to laugh about and much to
fear.”—The New York Times Book Review
Slaughterhouse-Five - Kurt Vonnegut 1980
A collection of stories by Kurt Vonnegut.
A Wolf at the Table - Augusten Burroughs
2008-04-29
"As a little boy, I had a dream that my father had
taken me to the woods where there was a dead
body. He buried it and told me I must never tell.
It was the only thing we'd ever done together as
father and son, and I promised not to tell. But
unlike most dreams, the memory of this one
never left me. And sometimes...I wasn't
altogether sure about one thing: was it just a
dream?" When Augusten Burroughs was small,
his father was a shadowy presence in his life: a
form on the stairs, a cough from the basement, a
silent figure smoking a cigarette in the dark. As
Augusten grew older, something sinister within
his father began to unfurl. Something dark and
secretive that could not be named. Betrayal after
shocking betrayal ensued, and Augusten's
childhood was over. The kind of father he
wanted didn't exist for him. This father was
distant, aloof, uninterested... And then the
"games" began. With A Wolf at the Table,
Augusten Burroughs makes a quantum leap into
untapped emotional terrain: the radical
pendulum swing between love and hate, the
unspeakably terrifying relationship between
father and son. Told with scorching honesty and
penetrating insight, it is a story for anyone who
has ever longed for unconditional love from a
parent. Though harrowing and brutal, A Wolf at
the Table will ultimately leave you buoyed with
the profound joy of simply being alive. It's a
memoir of stunning psychological cruelty and
the redemptive power of hope.
Bone Silence - Alastair Reynolds 2020-01-30
'A swashbuckling thriller - Pirates of the
Caribbean meets Firefly - that nevertheless
combines the author's trademark hard SF with
effective, coming-of-age characterisation'
GUARDIAN 'A blindingly clever imagining of our
solar system in the far flung future' SUN Return
to the Revenger universe, for another thrilling
the-sirens-of-titan

tale set among the stars . . . Quoins are accepted
currency throughout the thousands of worlds of
the Congregation. Ancient, and of unknown
origin and purpose, people have traded with
them, fought for them, and stolen quoin hordes
from booby-trapped caches at risk to life and
limb throughout the Thirteen Occupations. Only
now it's becoming clear they have another
purpose . . . as do the bankers who've been
collecting them. The Occupations themselves are
another puzzle. The rise and fall of civilisation
may have been unevenly spaced across history,
but there is also a pattern. Could something be
sparking the Occupations - or ending them? And
if so, what could it be, lurking far beyond the
outermost worlds of the Congregation? The Ness
sisters are being hunted for crimes they didn't
commit by a fleet whose crimes are worse than
their own. If they're to survive, and stay one step
ahead of their pursuers - if they're to answer the
questions which have plagued them - it's going
to require every dirty, piratical trick in the book
. . . 'By far the most enjoyable book Reynolds has
ever written' SFX
Kurt Vonnegut: Novels & Stories 1950-1962
(LOA #226) - Kurt Vonnegut 2012-04-26
Before winning international fame with Cat’s
Cradle and Slaughterhouse-Five, Kurt Vonnegut
was a master of the drugstore paperback and
the popular short story. This authoritative
collection of his brilliant early work opens with
Player Piano (1952), a Metropolis-like parable of
breakneck technological innovation and its effect
on those it robs of their livelihoods. The Sirens
of Titan (1959), the interplanetary adventures of
the world’s wealthiest and most despised man, is
both a pulp-fiction space opera and a satire on
the vanity of human striving. The confessions of
a German-American double agent well placed
among the Nazi elite, Mother Night (1962) is a
cautionary tale with a famous moral: “We are
what we pretend to be, so we must be careful
about what we pretend to be.” Here too are six
of Vonnegut’s best short stories, gems that
display his matchless talent for hilarious
invention and caustic social criticism. A
companion volume, Kurt Vonnegut: Novels &
Stories 1963–1973, collects Cat’s Cradle; God
Bless You, Mr. Rosewater; Slaughterhouse-Five;
Breakfast of Champions; and three short stories,
including “Welcome to the Monkey House.”
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LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent
nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979
to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by
publishing, and keeping permanently in print,
America’s best and most significant writing. The
Library of America series includes more than
300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that
average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth
covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and
are printed on premium acid-free paper that will
last for centuries.
The Sirens of Titan - Kurt Vonnegut
2007-12-18
“[Kurt Vonnegut’s] best book . . . He dares not
only ask the ultimate question about the
meaning of life, but to answer it.”—Esquire
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels
by PBS’s The Great American Read The Sirens of
Titan is an outrageous romp through space,
time, and morality. The richest, most depraved
man on Earth, Malachi Constant, is offered a
chance to take a space journey to distant worlds
with a beautiful woman at his side. Of course
there’ s a catch to the invitation–and a prophetic
vision about the purpose of human life that only
Vonnegut has the courage to tell. “Reading
Vonnegut is addictive!”—Commonweal
Kurt Vonnegut - Kurt Vonnegut 2012-10-30
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY Newsweek/The Daily Beast • The
Huffington Post • Kansas City Star • Time Out
New York • Kirkus Reviews This extraordinary
collection of personal correspondence has all the
hallmarks of Kurt Vonnegut’s fiction. Written
over a sixty-year period, these letters, the vast
majority of them never before published, are
funny, moving, and full of the same uncanny
wisdom that has endeared his work to readers
worldwide. Included in this comprehensive
volume: the letter a twenty-two-year-old
Vonnegut wrote home immediately upon being
freed from a German POW camp, recounting the
ghastly firebombing of Dresden that would be
the subject of his masterpiece SlaughterhouseFive; wry dispatches from Vonnegut’s years as a
struggling writer slowly finding an audience and
then dealing with sudden international fame in
middle age; righteously angry letters of protest
to local school boards that tried to ban his work;
intimate remembrances penned to high school
classmates, fellow veterans, friends, and family;
the-sirens-of-titan

and letters of commiseration and
encouragement to such contemporaries as Gail
Godwin, Günter Grass, and Bernard Malamud.
Vonnegut’s unmediated observations on science,
art, and commerce prove to be just as inventive
as any found in his novels—from a crackpot
scheme for manufacturing “atomic” bow ties to a
tongue-in-cheek proposal that publishers be
allowed to trade authors like baseball players.
(“Knopf, for example, might give John Updike’s
contract to Simon and Schuster, and receive
Joan Didion’s contract in return.”) Taken
together, these letters add considerable depth to
our understanding of this one-of-a-kind literary
icon, in both his public and private lives. Each
letter brims with the mordant humor and
openhearted humanism upon which he built his
legend. And virtually every page contains a
quotable nugget that will make its way into the
permanent Vonnegut lexicon. • On a job he had
as a young man: “Hell is running an elevator
throughout eternity in a building with only six
floors.” • To a relative who calls him a “great
literary figure”: “I am an American fad—of a
slightly higher order than the hula hoop.” • To
his daughter Nanny: “Most letters from a parent
contain a parent’s own lost dreams disguised as
good advice.” • To Norman Mailer: “I am cuter
than you are.” Sometimes biting and ironical,
sometimes achingly sweet, and always alive with
the unique point of view that made him the true
cultural heir to Mark Twain, these letters
comprise the autobiography Kurt Vonnegut
never wrote. Praise for Kurt Vonnegut: Letters
“Splendidly assembled . . . familiar, funny,
cranky . . . chronicling [Vonnegut’s] life in real
time.”—Kurt Andersen, The New York Times
Book Review “[This collection is] by turns
hilarious, heartbreaking and mundane. . . .
Vonnegut himself is a near-perfect example of
the same flawed, wonderful humanity that he
loved and despaired over his entire life.”—NPR
“Congenial, whimsical and often insightful
missives . . . one of [Vonnegut’s] very
best.”—Newsday “These letters display all the
hallmarks of Vonnegut’s fiction—smart, hilarious
and heartbreaking.”—The New York Times Book
Review
The Sirens of Titan - Kurt Vonnegut 1964
The Voice of Reason - Ayn Rand 1990-06-30
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Between 1961, when she gave her first talk at
the Ford Hall Forum in Boston, and 1981, when
she gave the last talk of her life in New Orleans,
Ayn Rand spoke and wrote about topics as
varied as education, medicine, Vietnam, and the
death of Marilyn Monroe. In The Voice of
Reason, these pieces, written in the last decades
of Rand's life, are gathered in book form for the
first time. With them are five essays by Leonard
Peikoff, Rand's longtime associate and literary
executor. The work concludes with Peikoff's
epilogue, "My Thirty Years With Ayn Rand: An
Intellectual Memoir," which answers the
question "What was Ayn Rand really like?"
Important reading for all thinking individuals,
Rand's later writings reflect a life lived on
principle, a probing mind, and a passionate
intensity. This collection communicates not only
Rand's singular worldview, but also the
penetrating cultural and political analysis to
which it gives rise.
Between Time and Timbuktu - Kurt Vonnegut
2020-04-21
An experimental television play composed of
excerpts from his novels and stories, Between
Time and Timbuktu features Kurt Vonnegut’s
special blend of scientific expertise, wit, and
penetrating comment. “Most unusual, ultra
imaginative . . . a sort of cross between 2001: A
Space Odyssey and Alice in
Wonderland.”—Philadelphia Inquirer The basic
story line: Young Stony Stevenson wins a jingle
contest and, as his prize, is blasted off into the
time-space warp. The country’s first poetastronaut thus experiences both past and future
human history simultaneously. His observations
on it consist mainly of dramatized selections
from the author’s works. The result is a unique
Vonnegut sampler cast in the form of “an
excellent drama” (Pittsburgh Press).
Miss Temptation - Kurt Vonnegut 1993
"Miss Temptation (Susanna) is beautiful, exciting
and every man's dream. To those who gather in
the country store to see her make her daily
"entrance," she brings a rainbow to a dreary
world. Unexpectedly a young man explodes at
her in an angry tirade, giving voice to his
personal feelings of insecurity around beautiful
women. His hostility really disturbs Susanna and
disrupts her life. Then, with brilliant Vonnegut
insight, the two young people work it out in a
the-sirens-of-titan

moment of theatrical enchantment."--Publisher
description.
Ghostmaker - Dan Abnett 2015-04-01
On the jungle world of Monthax, ColonelCommissar Ibram Gaunt and his Tanith First and
Only await the order to advance into the
sweltering wilderness and drive the alien eldar
from the Imperial planet. As battle approaches,
Gaunt walks the lines, raising his men's spirits
and rememberin their greatest battles and
heroic acts - and the tragedies that have dogged
Gaunt's Ghosts from the day of their founding on
lost Tanith; The day that Gaunt became known
as the Ghostmaker.
The Banjo Clock - Karen Garthe 2012-06-25
For Karen Garthe, poetry is a Molotov cocktail. A
master of radical invention, Garthe combines
brio of conception with linguistic virtuosity,
bringing language to new life from the inside at
breakneck speed. The Banjo Clock, her second
collection, cultivates a luxuriant sensibility even
as it interrupts poetic continuity with cuts,
ironies, sharp wit, and wild recklessness. In
poems that consider poetry itself, Garthe writes
about preparing the medium, the ink, "the
motion of new utility." She then turns to
America’s psychic maladies and the need to
rehabilitate our democracy, now floundering in
the glare of TV’s blue depressive light.
Sun Moon Star - Kurt Vonnegut 2016-11-08
Sun Moon Star is the story of the birth of
Jesus—as told by Kurt Vonnegut. This children's
book takes the newborn Jesus' perspective,
offering beautiful and insightful descriptions of
the world from someone newly born into it. In
this book, we follow Jesus and meet the people
most important to his life—presented in new and
surprising ways. A powerful departure from
Vonnegut's more adult work, Sun Moon Star
gives readers a rare glimpse of the writer's
talent in a format that's unique and unexpected.
This book's well-crafted simplicity is sure to
make it a favorite—with both children and adult
readers who are Vonnegut fans.
Welcome to the Monkey House: The Special
Edition - Kurt Vonnegut 2014-04-08
Since its original publication in 1968, Welcome
to the Monkey House has been one of Kurt
Vonnegut’s most beloved works. This special
edition celebrates a true master of the shortstory form by including multiple variant drafts of
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what would eventually be the title story. In a
fascinating accompanying essay, “Building the
Monkey House: At Kurt Vonnegut’s Writing
Table,” noted Vonnegut scholar Gregory D.
Sumner walks readers through Vonnegut’s
process as the author struggles—false start after
false start—to hit upon what would be one of his
greatest stories. The result is the rare chance to
watch a great writer hone his craft in real time.
Includes the following stories: “Where I Live”
“Harrison Bergeron” “Who Am I This Time?”
“Welcome to the Monkey House” “Long Walk to
Forever” “The Foster Portfolio” “Miss
Temptation” “All the King’s Horses” “Tom
Edison’s Shaggy Dog” “New Dictionary” “Next
Door” “More Stately Mansions” “The Hyannis
Port Story” “D.P.” “Report on the Barnhouse
Effect” “The Euphio Question” “Go Back to Your
Precious Wife and Son” “Deer in the Works”
“The Lie” “Unready to Wear” “The Kid Nobody
Could Handle” “The Manned Missiles” “Epicac”
“Adam” “Tomorrow and Tomorrow and
Tomorrow”
Happy Birthday, Wanda June - Kurt Vonnegut
2020-05-05
“Richly and often pertinently funny [with] a sure
instinct for the carefully considered irrelevance .
. . a great deal of incidental hilarity [and]
inspired idiocy.”—The New York Times Happy
Birthday Wanda June was Kurt Vonnegut’s first
play, which premiered in New York in 1970 and
was then adapted into a film in 1971. It is a
darkly humorous and searing examination of the
excesses of capitalism, patriotism, toxic
masculinity, and American culture in the postVietnam War era. Featuring behind-the-scenes
photographs from the original stage production,
this play captures Vonnegut’s brilliantly distinct
perspective unlike we have ever seen it before.
“A great artist.”—The Cincinnati Enquirer
Anatomy of Wonder - Neil Barron 2004
Barron's classic work has been updated and
reorganized to reflect changes in the genre over
the past decade, and meet the needs and tastes
of today's readers and those who work with
them. Renowned experts in the field have
provided authoritative historical and
contemporary coverage of the best in science
fiction. Users will find succinct, critical
discussions of more than 1,400 science fiction
novels, story collections, and anthologies, along
the-sirens-of-titan

with a comprehensive survey of the "secondary"
literature, chapters on teaching science fiction,
titles appropriate for--or appealing to--teens, a
directory of libraries containing significant
collections of science fiction, and and awardwinning titles and titles of literary merit. Author,
title, and theme indexes provide additional
points of access. An essential tool for collection
development, research, and reference, this book
also supports readers' advisory work.
The Sirens of Titan - Kurt Vonnegut 1971
The Vonnegut Effect - Jerome Klinkowitz
2012-06-05
Kurt Vonnegut is one of the few American
writers since Mark Twain to have won and
sustained a great popular acceptance while
boldly introducing new themes and forms on the
literary cutting edge. This is the "Vonnegut
effect" that Jerome Klinkowitz finds unique
among postmodernist authors. In this innovative
study of the author's fiction, Klinkowitz
examines the forces in American life that have
made Vonnegut's works possible. Vonnegut
shared with readers a world that includes the
expansive timeline from the Great Depression,
during which his family lost their economic
support, through the countercultural revolt of
the 1960s, during which his fiction first gained
prominence. Vonnegut also explored the growth
in recent decades of America's sway in art,
which his fiction celebrates, and geopolitics,
which his novels question. A pioneer in
Vonnegut studies, Jerome Klinkowitz offers The
Vonnegut Effect as a thorough treatment of the
author's fiction—a canon covering more than a
half century and comprising twenty books.
Considering both Vonnegut's methods and the
cultural needs they have served, Klinkowitz
explains how those works came to be written
and concludes with an assessment of the
author's place in American fiction.
When the Elephants Dance - Tess Uriza Holthe
2002-03-26
“Papa explains the war like this: ‘When the
elephants dance, the chickens must be careful.’
The great beasts, as they circle one another,
shaking the trees and trumpeting loudly, are the
Amerikanos and the Japanese as they fight. And
our Philippine Islands? We are the small
chickens.” Once in a great while comes a
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storyteller who can illuminate worlds large and
small, in ways both magical and true to life.
When the Elephants Dance is set in the waning
days of World War II, as the Japanese and the
Americans engage in a fierce battle for
possession of the Philippine Islands. Through the
eyes of three narrators, thirteen-year-old
Alejandro Karangalan, his spirited older sister
Isabelle, and Domingo, a passionate guerilla
commander, we see how ordinary people find
hope for survival where none seems to exist.
While the Karangalan family and their neighbors
huddle together for survival in the cellar of a
house, they tell magical stories to one another
based on Filipino myth that transport the
listeners from the chaos of the war around them
and give them new resolve to continue fighting.
Outside the safety of their refuge the war rages
on—fiery bombs torch the countryside, Japanese
soldiers round up and interrogate innocent
people, and from the hills guerilla fighters wage

the-sirens-of-titan

a desperate campaign against the enemy. Inside
the cellar, these men, women, and children put
their hopes and dreams on hold as they wait out
the war. This stunning debut novel celebrates
with richness and depth the spirit of the Filipino
people and their fascinating story and marks the
introduction of an author who will join the ranks
of writers such as Arundhati Roy, Manil Suri,
and Amy Tan.
Cutting Edge: The Siren's Song #1 - Francesco
Dimitri 2020-11-11
Tomb Raider meets The League of Extraordinary
Gentlemen in brand new series by renowned
fantasy author and award-winning Italian artist.
Brought together by a clandestine corporation,
the world's greatest minds are set a challenge of
epic proportions: the dodecathlon. Unlikely
alliances are made in order to fulfill the quest,
and uncover the mysterious truth behind it all.
But as the conspiracy is unveiled, how many will
survive...?
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