Imaginal Worlds Ibn Al Arabi
And The Problem Of
Religious Diversity
This is likewise one of the factors by obtaining the soft documents
of this Imaginal Worlds Ibn Al Arabi And The Problem Of
Religious Diversity by online. You might not require more grow
old to spend to go to the book initiation as skillfully as search for
them. In some cases, you likewise reach not discover the
broadcast Imaginal Worlds Ibn Al Arabi And The Problem Of
Religious Diversity that you are looking for. It will categorically
squander the time.
However below, once you visit this web page, it will be as a result
unquestionably simple to get as competently as download lead
Imaginal Worlds Ibn Al Arabi And The Problem Of Religious
Diversity
It will not put up with many time as we explain before. You can
get it even though operate something else at home and even in
your workplace. therefore easy! So, are you question? Just
exercise just what we come up with the money for under as
skillfully as review Imaginal Worlds Ibn Al Arabi And The
Problem Of Religious Diversity what you next to read!

Faith and Practice of Islam William C. Chittick 1992-10-22
William C. Chittick is Associate
Professor of Religious Studies

at State University of New
York, Stony Brook. His other
books include A Shi’ite
Anthrology; The Sufi Path of
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Knowledge: Ibn al-Arabi’s
Metaphysics of Imagination;
and The Sufi Path of Love: The
Spiritual Teachings of Rumi, all
published by SUNY Press.
A Dream in the World - Robin
van Lõben Sels 2004-03-01
How can science and religion
co-exist in the modern
discipline of psychotherapy? A
Dream in the World explores
the interfaces between
religious experience and dream
analysis. At the heart of this
book is a selection of dreams
presented by the author's
patient during analysis, which
are compared with the dreams
of Hadewijch, a thirteenth
century woman mystic. The
patient's dreams led the
modern woman to an
unanticipated breakthrough
encounter with the divine, her
"experience of soul". The
experience reoriented and
energized her life, and became
her "dream-in-the-world".
Following Jung's idea that the
psyche has a religious instinct,
Robin van Loben Sels
demonstrates that the healing
process possible through
psychotherapy can come from

beyond the psyche and can not
be explained by our usual
theories of scientific
psychology. Written in flowing,
easily-read language A Dream
in the World details a classical
Jungian analysis of a woman's
dreams, and searches the
relationship between religious
encounter, psyche and soul.
The Religious Other - Alon
Goshen-Gottstein 2018-08-08
One of the biggest challenges
for relations between religions
is the view of the religious
Other. The question touches
the roots of our theological
views. The Religious Other:
Hostility, Hospitality, and the
Hope of Human Flourishing
explores the views of multiple
religious traditions on how to
regard otherness. How does
one move from hostility to
hospitality? How can
hospitality be understood not
simply as social hospitality but
as theological hospitality,
making room for the religious
Other on theological grounds?
What is our vision for the
flourishing of the Other, while
respecting his otherness? This
volume is an exercise in
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constructive interreligious
theology. By including
Abrahamic and non-Abrahamic
traditions, it approaches these
challenges from multiple
perspectives, highlighting
commonalities in approach and
ways in which one tradition
might inspire another.
Contributors: Vincent J.
Cornell, Alon Goshen-Gottstein,
Richard P. Hayes, Lord Rabbi
Jonathan Sacks, Deepak
Sarma, Stephen W. Sykes,
Dharma Master Hsin Tao,
Ashok Vohra
In Search of the Lost Heart William C. Chittick 2012-02-15
Renowned scholar William C.
Chittick explores the worldview
of Islam in a series of essays
written over thirty-six years. In
Search of the Lost Heart brings
together twenty-six essays by
William C. Chittick, renowned
scholar of Sufism and Islamic
philosophy. Written between
1975 and 2011, most of these
essays are not readily available
in Chittick’s own books.
Although this is a collection, its
editors have crafted it to be a
book “sufficient unto itself,
which, when taken as a whole,

can be said to explore the
underlying worldview of
Islam.” Chittick draws upon the
writings of towering figures
such as Ibn al-‘Arabī, Rūmī,
and Mullā Ṣadrā, as well as
other important, but lesserknown thinkers, as he engages
with a wide variety of topics,
such as the nature of being and
knowledge, the relationship
between love and scriptural
hermeneutics, the practical
and theoretical dimensions of
Islamic mysticism, the
phenomenon of religious
diversity, and the ecological
crisis. William C. Chittick is
Professor of Religious Studies
at Stony Brook University,
State University of New York.
He is the author and translator
of numerous books and articles
on Islamic thought, Sufism,
Shi‘ism, and Persian literature.
His books include The SelfDisclosure of God: Principles of
Ibn al-‘Arabī’s Cosmology;
Imaginal Worlds: Ibn al-‘Arabī
and the Problem of Religious
Diversity; Faith and Practice of
Islam: Three ThirteenthCentury Sufi Texts; The Sufi
Path of Knowledge: Ibn al-
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‘Arabī’s Metaphysics of
Imagination; The Sufi Path of
Love: The Spiritual Teachings
of Rūmī; and A Shi‘ite
Anthology, all published by
SUNY Press. Mohammed
Rustom is Assistant Professor
of Religious Studies at Carleton
University. Atif Khalil is
Assistant Professor of Religious
Studies at the University of
Lethbridge. Kazuyo Murata is a
doctoral candidate in Islamic
Studies at Yale University.
Ideology and Utopia in the
Twenty-First Century Stephanie N. Arel 2018-11-23
Paul’s Ricoeur’s Lectures on
Ideology and Utopia are more
pertinent than ever forty years
later. The chapters in this book
reflect the lectures’ original
intricacy as the authors not
only insightfully analyze them
but also creatively apply them.
The Self-Disclosure of God William C. Chittick 1997-12-11
Explicates the cosmology of Ibn
al-'Arabi, the greatest mystical
thinker of Islamic civilization.
Islamic Theology and the
Problem of Evil - Safaruk
Chowdhury 2021-04-06
A rigorous study of the

problem of evil in Islamic
theology Like their Jewish and
Christian co-religionists,
Muslims have grappled with
how God, who is perfectly
good, compassionate, merciful,
powerful, and wise permits
intense and profuse evil and
suffering in the world. At its
core, Islamic Theology and the
Problem of Evil explores four
different problems of evil:
human disability, animal
suffering, evolutionary natural
selection, and Hell. Each study
argues in favor of a particular
kind of explanation or
justification (theodicy) for the
respective evil. Safaruk
Chowdhury unpacks the notion
of evil and its conceptualization
within the mainstream Sunni
theological tradition, and the
various ways in which
theologians and philosophers
within that tradition have
advanced different types of
theodicies. He not only builds
on previous works on the topic,
but also looks at kinds of
theodicies previously
unexplored within Islamic
theology, such as an
evolutionary theodicy.
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Distinguished by its application
of an analytic-theology
approach to the subject and
drawing on insights from works
of both medieval Muslim
theologians and philosophers
and contemporary philosophers
of religion, this novel and
highly systematic study will
appeal to students and
scholars, not only of theology
but of philosophy as well.
Contemporary Islam - Abdul
Aziz Said 2006-09-27
Contemporary Islam provides a
counterweight to the prevailing
opinions of Islamic thought as
conservative and static with a
preference for violence over
dialogue. It gathers together a
collection of eminent scholars
from around the world who
tackle issues such as
intellectual pluralism, gender,
the ethics of political
participation, human rights,
non-violence and religious
harmony. This is a highly
topical and important study
which gives a progressive
outlook for Islam's role in
modern politics and society.
Ibn al-'Arabi's Barzakh Salman H. Bashier 2012-02-01

Explores the concept of the
Limit (barzakh), which the
great Sufi mystic Ibn al-'Arabi
used to address the
philosophical controversy
regarding God's relationship
with the world.
Receptive Ecumenism as
Transformative Ecclesial
Learning - Paul D. Murray
2022-05-26
Receptive Ecumenism asks not
what other churches can learn
from us, but 'what can we learn
and receive with integrity from
our ecclesial others?' Since the
publication of Receptive
Ecumenism and the Call to
Catholic Learning: Exploring a
Way for Contemporary
Ecumenism (OUP, 2008), this
fresh ecumenical strategy has
been adopted, critiqued, and
developed in different
Christian traditions, and in
local, national, and
international settings,
including the most recent
bilateral dialogue of the
Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Commission
(ARCIC III). The thirty-eight
chapters in this new volume, by
academics, church leaders, and
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ecumenical practitioners who
have adopted and adapted
Receptive Ecumenism in
various ecclesial and cultural
contexts, show how Receptive
Ecumenism has grown and
matured. Part One
demonstrates how Receptive
Ecumenism itself is capable of
being received with integrity
into very different
ecclesiologies and ecclesial
traditions. In Part Two, this
approach to transformative
ecumenical learning is applied
to some recurrent ecclesial
problems, such as the
understanding and practice of
ministry, revealing new
insights and practical
opportunities. Part Three
examines the potential and
challenges for Receptive
Ecumenism in different
international settings. Part
Four draws on scripture,
hermeneutics, and
pneumatology to offer critical
reflection on how Receptive
Ecumenism itself implements
transformative ecclesial
learning. Addressing the 70th
Anniversary of the World
Council of Churches,

Archbishop Justin Welby, said
that 'One of the most important
of recent ecumenical
developments has been the
concept of "Receptive
Ecumenism"'. This volume
provides an indispensable point
of reference for understanding
and applying that concept in
the life of the Christian
churches today.
Mysticism and Sacred
Scripture - Steven T. Katz
2000
This is the fourth volume in an
influential series that presents
a basic revaluation of the
nature of mysticism. Each
provides a collection of
solicited papers by noted
experts in the study of religion.
This new volume will explore
how the great mystics and
mystical traditions use,
interpret, and reconstruct the
sacred scriptures of their
traditions.
The Self-Disclosure of God William C. Chittick 2015-03-26
Explicates the cosmology of Ibn
al-'Arabi, the greatest mystical
thinker of Islamic civilization.
The Self-Disclosure of God
offers the most detailed
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presentation to date in any
Western language of the basic
teachings of Islam’s greatest
mystical philosopher and
theologian. It represents a
major step forward in making
available to the Western
reading public the enormous
riches of Islamic teachings in
the fields of cosmology,
mystical philosophy, theology,
and spirituality. The SelfDisclosure of God continues
the author’s investigations of
the world view of Ibn al-Arabi,
the greatest theoretician of
Sufism and the “seal of the
Muhammadan saints.” The
book is divided into three
parts, dealing with the relation
between God and the cosmos,
the structure of the cosmos,
and the nature of the human
soul. A long introduction
orients the reader and
discusses a few of the
difficulties faced by Ibn alArabi’s interpreters. Like
Chittick’s earlier work, The
Sufi Path of Knowledge, this
book is based primarily on Ibn
al-Arabi’s monumental work,
al-Futuhat al-makkiyya “The
Meccan Openings.” More than

one hundred complete chapters
and subsections are translated,
not to mention shorter
passages that help put the
longer discussions in context.
There are detailed indices of
sources, Koranic verses and
hadiths. The book’s index of
technical terminology will be
an indispensable reference for
all those wishing to delve more
deeply into the use of language
in Islamic thought in general
and Sufism in particular.
William C. Chittick is Professor
of Comparative Studies at
State University of New York,
Stony Brook. He has published
numerous books, among them,
Imaginal Worlds: Ibn al-Arabi
and the Problem of Religious
Diversity; Faith and Practice of
Islam: Three ThirteenthCentury Sufi Texts; The Sufi
Path of Knowledge: Ibn alArabi’s Metaphysics of
Imagination; The Sufi Path of
Love: The Spiritual Teachings
of Rumi; and A Shi’ite
Anthology, all published by
SUNY Press.
Ibn Arabi - Claude Addas
2018-11
This is a concise introduction
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to the life and thought of Ibn
Arabi (d.1240), who is
considered as the 'Greatest of
Sufi Masters'. Ibn Arabi: The
Voyage of No Return traces the
major events of Ibn Arabi's life:
his conversion to Sufism; his
travels around Andalusia and
the Maghreb; his meetings
with the saints of his time; his
journey to Mecca; his travels in
Egypt, Palestine, Mesopotamia,
Anatolia and Syria; his most
important books. The events of
Ibn Arabi's 'inner voyage',
however, are far more
spectacular than those of his
outer life and are here
presented directly from the
many auto-biographical
sections found in his writings.
Through her detailed analysis
of Ibn Arabi's works and her
profound understanding of his
ideas, Dr Claude Addas gives
us a comprehensive insight into
the major doctrines of this
most influential of Sufi
masters: the doctrine of
prophethood and sainthood, of
inheritance from the prophets,
of the 'imaginal world', of the
'unicity of Being', of the 'Seal of
the Saints', and many others.

Claude Addas also introduces
the main disciples of Ibn Arabi
down to the nineteenth century
and traces both his unequalled
influence on the course of
Sufism and the controversies
that still surround him till
today. Ibn Arabi: The Voyage of
No Return is essential reading
for anyone interested in Islamic
mysticism and is a genuine
contribution to scholarship in
this field.
Ibn 'Arabi in the Later Islamic
Tradition - Alexander D. Knysh
1999-01-01
Examines the fierce
controversy over the legacy of
Ibn 'Arabi, the great Islamic
mystic.
Dictionary of World
Biography - Frank Northen
Magill 1998
Each volume of the Dictionary
of World Biography contains
250 entries on the lives of the
individuals who shaped their
times and left their mark on
world history. This is not a
who's who. Instead, each entry
provides an in-depth essay on
the life and career of the
individual concerned. Essays
commence with a quick
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reference section that provides
basic facts on the individual's
life and achievements. The
extended biography places the
life and works of the individual
within an historical context,
and the summary at the end of
each essay provides a synopsis
of the individual's place in
history. All entries conclude
with a fully annotated
bibliography.
Ghosts, Spirits, and
Psychics: The Paranormal
from Alchemy to Zombies Matt Cardin 2015-07-28
This fascinating work provides
a complete overview of
paranormal phenomena,
including the beliefs, attitudes,
and notable figures who have
attempted to explain, defend,
or debunk the mysteries behind
the unknown. • Contains more
than 120 factual entries as well
as extensive excerpts from
several primary documents in
the area of the paranormal •
Features contributions from
noted experts in its field from
across viewpoints—including
believers and skeptics •
Profiles a number of important
individuals who have

contributed to the history and
study of the field • Includes
such topics as near-death
experiences, paranormal
dreams, the supernatural,
magic, and the occult
All the World an Icon - Tom
Cheetham 2012-07-03
All the World an Icon is the
fourth book in an informal
"quartet" of works by Tom
Cheetham on the spirituality of
Henry Corbin, a major
twentieth-century scholar of
Sufism and colleague of C. G.
Jung, whose influence on
contemporary religion and the
humanities is beginning to
become clear. Cheetham's
books have helped spark a
renewed interest in the work of
this important, creative
religious thinker. Henry Corbin
(1903-1978) was professor of
Islamic religion at the
Sorbonne in Paris and director
of the department of Iranic
studies at the Institut FrancoIranien in Teheran. His wideranging work includes the first
translations of Heidegger into
French, studies in Swedenborg
and Boehme, writings on the
Grail and angelology, and
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definitive translations of
Persian Islamic and Sufi texts.
He introduced such seminal
terms as "the imaginal realm"
and "theophany" into Western
thought, and his use of the
Shi'ite idea of ta'wil or
"spiritual interpretation"
influenced psychologist James
Hillman and the literary critic
Harold Bloom. His books were
read by a broad range of poets
including Charles Olson and
Robert Duncan, and his impact
on American poetry, says
Cheetham, has yet to be fully
appreciated. His published
titles in English include
Creative Imagination in the
Sufism of Ibn Arabi, Avicenna
and the Visionary Recital, and
The Man of Light in Iranian
Sufism. As the religions of the
Book place the divine Word at
the center of creation, the
importance of hermaneutics,
the theory and practice of
interpretation, cannot be
overstated. In the theology and
spirituality of Henry Corbin,
the mystical heart of this
tradition is to be found in the
creative, active imagination;
the alchemy of spiritual

development is best
understood as a story of the
soul's search for the Lost
Speech. Cheetham eloquently
demonstrates Corbin's view
that the living interpretation of
texts, whether divine or
human—or, indeed, of the
world itself seen as the Text of
Creation—is the primary task
of spiritual life. In his first
three books on Corbin,
Cheetham explores different
aspects of Corbin's work, but
has saved for this book his final
analysis of what Corbin meant
by the Arabic term
ta'wil—perhaps the most
important concept in his entire
oeuvre. "Any consideration of
how Corbin's ideas were
adapted by others has to begin
with a clear idea of what
Corbin himself intended,"
writes Cheetham; "his own
intellectual and spiritual
cosmos is already highly
complex and eclectic and a
knowledge of his particular
philosophical project is crucial
for understanding the range
and implications of his work."
Cheetham lays out the
implications of ta'wil as well as
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the use of language as integral
part of any artistic or spiritual
practice, with the view that the
creative imagination is a
fundamentally linguistic
phenomenon for the Abrahamic
religions, and, as Corbin tells
us, prayer is the supreme form
of creative imagination.
Philosophical Sufism - Mukhtar
H. Ali 2021-07-29
Analyzing the intersection
between Sufism and
philosophy, this volume is a
sweeping examination of the
mystical philosophy of Muḥyī-lDīn Ibn al-ʿArabī (d. 637/1240),
one of the most influential and
original thinkers of the Islamic
world. This book systematically
covers Ibn al-ʿArabī’s ontology,
theology, epistemology,
teleology, spiritual
anthropology and eschatology.
While philosophy uses
deductive reasoning to
discover the fundamental
nature of existence and Sufism
relies on spiritual experience, it
was not until the school of Ibn
al-ʿArabī that philosophy and
Sufism converged into a single
framework by elaborating
spiritual doctrines in precise

philosophical language.
Contextualizing the historical
development of Ibn al-ʿArabī’s
school, the work draws from
the earliest commentators of
Ibn al-ʿArabī’s oeuvre, Ṣadr alDīn al-Qūnawī (d. 673/1274),
ʿAbd al-Razzāq al-Kāshānī (d.
ca. 730/1330) and Dawūd alQayṣarī (d. 751/1350), but also
draws from the medieval heirs
of his doctrines Sayyid Ḥaydar
Āmulī (d. 787/1385), the pivotal
intellectual and mystical figure
of Persia who recast
philosophical Sufism within the
framework of Twelver Shīʿism
and ʿAbd al-Raḥmān Jāmī (d.
898/1492), the key figure in the
dissemination of Ibn al-ʿArabī’s
ideas in the Persianate world
as well as the Ottoman Empire,
India, China and East Asia via
Central Asia. Lucidly written
and comprehensive in scope,
with careful treatments of the
key authors, Philosophical
Sufism is a highly accessible
introductory text for students
and researchers interested in
Islam, philosophy, religion and
the Middle East.
Alone with the Alone - Henry
Corbin 1998
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Ibn 'Arabi was one of the great
mystics of all time. Through the
richness of his personal
experience and the
constructive power of his
intellect, he made a unique
contribution to Shi'ite Sufism.
In this book, which features a
powerful new preface by
Harold Bloom, Henry Corbin
brings us to the very core of
this movement with a
penetrating analysis of Ibn
'Arabi's life and doctrines.
The Horizons of Being Mukhtar H. Ali 2020-05-25
The Horizons of Being is a
parallel English-Arabic
translation and commentary of
Dawūd al-Qayṣarī’s (d. 1350)
Prolegomena to his
commentary on Ibn al-ʿArabī’s
Fuṣūṣ al-ḥikam.
Sufism - Nile Green
2012-02-20
Since their beginnings in the
ninth century, the shrines,
brotherhoods and doctrines of
the Sufis held vast influence in
almost every corner of the
Muslim world. Offering the
first truly global account of the
history of Sufism, this
illuminating book traces the

gradual spread and influence
of Sufi Islam through the
Middle East, Asia, Africa, and
ultimately into Europe and the
United States. An ideal
introduction to Sufism,
requiring no background
knowledge of Islamic history or
thought Offers the first history
of Sufism as a global
phenomenon, exploring its
movement and adaptation from
the Middle East, through Asia
and Africa, to Europe and the
United States of America
Covers the entire historical
period of Sufism, from its ninth
century origins to the end of
the twentieth century Devotes
equal coverage to the political,
cultural, and social dimensions
of Sufism as it does to its
theology and ritual Dismantles
the stereotypes of Sufis as
otherworldly 'mystics', by
anchoring Sufi Muslims in the
real lives of their communities
Features the most up-to-date
research on Sufism available
Contextualization of Sufi
Spirituality in Seventeenthand Eighteenth-Century
China - David Lee 2016-07-28
Liu Zhi (c1662-c1730), a well-
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known Muslim scholar writing
in Chinese, published
outstanding theological works,
short treatises, and short
poems on Islam. While
traditional Arabic and Persian
Islamic texts used unfamiliar
concepts to explain Islam, Liu
Zhi translated both text and
concepts into Chinese culture.
In this erudite volume, David
Lee examines how Liu Zhi
integrated the basic religious
living of the monotheistic Hui
Muslims into their pluralistic
Chinese culture. Liu Zhi
discussed the Prophet
Muhammad in Confucian
terms, and his work served as a
bridge between peoples. This
book is an in-depth study of Liu
Zhi's contextualization of Islam
within Chinese scholarship that
argues his merging of the two
never deviated from the basic
principles of Islamic belief.
Traditional Islamic
Environmentalism - Tarik M.
Quadir 2013-09-16
This work examines the
relevance of traditional Islamic
thought and practices for a
lasting solution to the current
environmental crisis. The book

argues that only a revival of
the traditional worldview which
perceives all entities of nature
as signs of God can effectively
respond to the crisis our planet
faces.
The Qur'an: A Philosophical
Guide - Oliver Leaman
2016-06-30
Assuming no prior knowledge,
The Qur'an: A Philosophical
Guide is an introduction to the
Qur'an from a philosophical
point of view. Oliver Leaman's
guide begins by familiarizing
the readers with the core
theories and controversies
surrounding the text. Covering
key theoretical approaches and
focusing on its style and
language, Leaman introduces
the Qur'an as an aesthetic
object and as an organization.
The book discusses the
influence of the Qur'an on
culture and covers its
numerous interpreters from
the modernizers and
popularizers to the radicals. He
presents a close reading of the
Qur'an, carefully and clearly
presenting a variety of
philosophical interpretation
verse-by-verse. Explaining
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what the philosopher is
arguing, relating the argument
to a particular verse, and
providing the reader with the
means to be part of the
discussion, this section
includes: - Translated extracts
from the text - A range of
national backgrounds and
different cultural and historic
contexts spanning the classical
and modern period, the Middle
East, Europe and North
America - Philosophical
interpretations ranging from
the most Islamophobe to the
extreme apologist - A variety of
schools of thought and
philosophers such as
Peripatetic, Illuminationist, and
Sufi. Written with clarity and
authority and showing the
distinct ways a variety of
thinkers have sought to
understand the text, The
Qur'an: A Philosophical Guide
introduces readers to the value
of interpreting the Qur'an
philosophically.
Islam, Arabs, and the
Intelligent World of the Jinn Amira El-Zein 2009-10-16
According to the Qur’an, God
created two parallel species,

man and the jinn, the former
from clay and the latter from
fire. Beliefs regarding the jinn
are deeply integrated into
Muslim culture and religion,
and have a constant presence
in legends, myths, poetry, and
literature. In Islam, Arabs, and
the Intelligent World of the
Jinn, Amira El-Zein explores
the integral role these
mythological figures play,
revealing that the concept of
jinn is fundamental to
understanding Muslim culture
and tradition.
An Ocean Without Shore Michel Chodkiewicz
1993-01-01
An Ocean Without Shore is a
study of Ibn Arabi, known in
Islam as al-Shaykh al-Akbar,
the Greatest Spiritual Master.
In the introduction,
Chodkiewicz provides a good
deal of documentation for the
often heard claim that Ibn
Arabi has been the most
influential thinker in Islam over
the past seven hundred years.
He shows that this has been
true, not only among the
intellectual elite, but also
among the common believers.
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He explains why a few Muslims
have considered Ibn al-Arabi
the greatest heretic of Islam,
while for many others he is
Islam's greatest spiritual
teacher. In the main body of
the book, Chodkiewicz
demonstrates that Ibn Arabi's
writings are firmly grounded in
the Koran. In doing this he also
shows that Ibn Arabi's Koranic
roots run far deeper than has
heretofore been imagined. He
explains that principles of Ibn
Arabi's Koranic hermeneutics
with unprecedented clarity,
and in bringing out the primary
importance of the Shaykh's
magnum opus, The Futuhat
Makkiyya, he solves a good
number of riddles about the
text that have puzzled modern
readers. Chodkiewicz's work
shows how, for Ibn Arabi, the
iniatory voyage is a voyage in
the divine word itself.
The Innate Capacity - Robert K.
C. Forman 1998
This book is the sequel to
Robert Forman's well-received
collection, The Problem of Pure
Consciousness (Oxford, 1990).
The essays in the earlier
volume argued that some

mystical experiences do not
seem to be formed or shaped
by the language system--a
thesis that stands in sharp
contradistinction to
deconstruction in general and
to the "constructivist" school of
mysticism in particular, which
holds that all mysticism is the
product of a cultural and
linguistic process. In The
Innate Capacity, Forman and
his colleagues put forward a
hypothesis about the formative
causes of these "pure
consciousness" experiences. All
of the contributors agree that
mysticism is the result of an
innate human capacity, rather
than a learned, socially
conditioned and constructive
process. The innate capacity is
understood in several different
ways. Many perceive it as an
expression of human
consciousness per se,
awareness itself. Some hold
that consciousness should be
understood as a built-in link to
some hidden, transcendent
aspect of the world, and that a
mystical experience is the
experience of that inherent
connectedness. Another thesis
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that appears frequently is that
mystics realize this innate
capacity through a process of
releasing the hold of the ego
and the conceptual system. The
contributors here look at
mystical experience as it is
manifested in a variety of
religious and cultural settings,
including Hindu Yoga,
Buddhism, Sufism, and
medieval Christianity. Taken
together, the essays constitute
an important contribution to
the ongoing debate about the
nature of human consciousness
and mystical experience and its
relation to the social and
cultural contexts in which it
appears.
Panentheism Across the
World's Traditions - Loriliai
Biernacki 2014
Loriliai Biernacki and Philip
Clayton offer a collection of
groundbreaking new essays on
panentheism. Not to be
confused with pantheism—the
ancient Greek notion that God
is everywhere—panentheism
suggests that God exists both
in the world and beyond the
confines of mere matter.
Divine Guide in Early Shi'ism,

The - Mohammad Ali AmirMoezzi 2016-01-01
The Imam, the Divine Guide, is
the central point around which
the Shi'ite religion turns. The
power of Shi'ism comes from
the actions of the Imam. This
title is reserved exclusively for
the sucessors of the prophets
in their mission. The author
shows that from the beginning
of Shi'ite Islam until the tenth
century, the Imam was
primarily a master of
knowledge with supernatural
powers, not a jurist theologian.
The Imam is the threshold
through which God and the
creatures communicate. He is
thus a cosmic necessity, the
key and the center of the
universal economy of the
sacred. The author presents
Shi'ism as a religion founded
on double dimensions where
the role of the leader remains
constantly central: perpetual
initiation into divine secrets
and continued confrontation
with anti-initiation forces.
Without esotericism,
exotericism loses its meaning.
Early Imamism is an esoteric
doctrine. Historically, then, at
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the beginning of esotericism in
Islam, we find an initiatory,
mystical, and occultist
doctrine. This is the first book
to systematically explore the
immense literature attributed
to the Imams themselves in
order to recover the authentic
original vision. It restores an
essential source of esotericism
in the world of Islam.
Imaginal Worlds - William C.
Chittick 1994-10-06
In this book Chittick explains
Ibn al-Arabi's concept of
human perfection, his World of
Imagination, and his teachings
on why God's wisdom demands
diversity of religious
expression. He then suggests
how these teachings can be
employed to conceptualize the
study of world religions in a
contemporary context. Ibn alArabi, known as the "Greatest
Master,"is the most influential
Muslim thinker of the past 600
years. This book is an
introduction to his thought
concerning the ultimate destiny
of human beings, God and the
cosmos, and the reasons for
religious diversity. It
summarizes many of Ibn al-

Arabi's teachings in a simple
manner. The ideas discussed
are explained in detail. The
book is divided into three
parts. In the first part Chittick
explains Ibn al-Arabi's concept
of human perfection; in the
second part he looks at various
implications of the World of
Imagination; and in the third
part he exposes Ibn al-Arabi's
teachings on why God's
wisdom demands diversity of
religious expression, and he
suggests how these teachings
can be employed to
conceptualize the study of
world religions in a
contemporary context. William
C. Chittick is Associate
Professor at the State
University of New York at
Stony Brook. He is the author
of Faith and Practice of Islam;
A Shi'ite Anthology; The Sufi
Path of Knowledge: Ibn alArabi's Metaphysics of
Imagination; and The Sufi Path
of Love: The Spiritual
Teachings of Rumi; all
published by SUNY Press.
World Philosophies - Ninian
Smart 2013-12-19
World Philosophies presents in
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one volume a superb
introduction to all the world’s
major philosophical and
religious traditions. Covering
all corners of the globe, Ninian
Smart’s work offers a
comprehensive and global
philosophical and religious
picture. In this revised and
expanded second edition, a
team of distinguished scholars,
assembled by the editor Oliver
Leaman, have brought Ninian
Smart’s masterpiece up to date
for the twenty-first century.
Chapters have been revised by
experts in the field to include
recent philosophical
developments, and the book
includes a new bibliographic
guide to resources in world
philosophies. A brand new
introduction which celebrates
the career and writings of
Ninian Smart, and his
contribution to the study of
world religions, helps set the
work in context.
The Secrets of Voyaging Muhyiddin Ibn 'Arabi
2015-11-10
According to Ibn 'Arabi,
voyaging never ceases, and this
applies in all worlds and

dimensions. The paradigmatic
voyages recounted in this
remarkable book offer the
reader an inexhaustible source
of reflection. As a well-known
Sufi saying puts it, 'the
spiritual journey is called
"voyage" (safar) because it
"unveils" (yusfiru) the
characters of the Men of God'.
The Secrets of Voyaging
explores the theme of
journeying and spiritual
unveiling as it plays out in the
cosmos, in scripture and within
the soul of the mystic.
Beginning with a series of
cosmological contemplations,
Ibn 'Arabi then turns to his own
selective readings of Prophetic
lore, in which he gives
profound insights on the
voyages of Muhammad, Adam,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Lot,
Jacob and Joseph, and Moses.
Angela Jaffray's translation
brings this major treatise to an
English-speaking audience for
the first time. It is
accompanied by a new edition
of the Arabic text based on a
manuscript in Ibn 'Arabi's own
hand, an introduction and
extensive notes. It also includes
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a rich in-depth commentary
that will guide the reader
through Ibn 'Arabi's subtle and
allusive writing.
Rethinking Ibn 'Arabi Gregory A. Lipton 2018
The thirteenth century mystic
Ibn `Arabi was the foremost
Sufi theorist of the premodern
era. For more than a century,
Western scholars and
esotericists have heralded his
universalism, arguing that he
saw all contemporaneous
religions as equally valid. In
Rethinking Ibn `Arabi, Gregory
Lipton calls this image into
question and throws into relief
how Ibn `Arabi's discourse is
inseparably intertwined with
the absolutist vision of his own
religious milieu--that is, the
triumphant claim that Islam
fulfilled, superseded, and
therefore abrogated all
previous revealed religions.
Lipton juxtaposes Ibn `Arabi's
absolutist conception with the
later reception of his ideas,
exploring how they have been
read, appropriated, and
universalized within the
reigning interpretive field of
Perennial Philosophy in the

study of Sufism. The contours
that surface through this
comparative analysis trace the
discursive practices that inform
Ibn `Arabi's Western reception
back to the eighteenth and
nineteenth century study of
"authentic" religion, where
European ethno-racial
superiority was wielded against
the Semitic Other-both Jewish
and Muslim. Lipton argues that
supersessionist models of
exclusivism are buried under
contemporary Western
constructions of religious
authenticity in ways that
ironically mirror Ibn `Arabi's
medieval absolutism.
Beshara and Ibn 'Arabi Suha Taji-Farouki 2010-11
Investigating Sufi-inspired
spirituality in the modern
world, this interdisciplinary
text combines cultural study
with solid data to provide a
comprehensive look at how the
teachings of Ibn ?Arabi have
been adopted and adapted by
Muslims and non-Muslims. At
the heart of this movement is
the Beshara School in
Scotland, founded in the 1960s,
and now a center of
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international scholarship.
Using the school as a case
study, the discussion describes
its emergence and evolution,
its approach to spiritual
education, the origins of its
spiritual teacher, its major
teachings and practices, and its
projection of Ibn ?Arabi. Both
rigorous and very timely, this
effort points to areas of
cultural exchange between
East and West and highlights
commonalities in the various
historical changes both
societies have undergone.
Ibn 'Arabi - William C. Chittick
2012-12-01
Renowned expert William
Chittick covers the life and
works of the legendary
Spanish-born Sufi writer Ibn
Arabi in this new biography.
Discussing not only Ibn Arabi's
work on the subject of
mysticism, Chittick also
examines Ibn Arabi's love
poetry.
Ibn Al-Arabi's Fusus AlHikam - Binyamin Abrahamov
2015-03-24
Ibn al-Arabi’s Fusus al-Hikam
is a translation of one of the
most important works written

on Islamic Mysticism. Muhyi alDin Ibn al-Arabi (1165-1240) is
deemed the greatest mystic of
Islam and his mystical
philosophy has attracted the
attention of both Muslims and
non-Muslims from his time to
the present day. Believing that
the world is the selfmanifestation of God, he
claimed that all religions are
equal and that the perfect
human being is he who knows
all the religious phenomena in
the world. Fusus al-hikam
examines the singular
characteristics of twenty seven
prophets of Islam and
constitutes the best summary
of Ibn al-Arabi's thought. The
translation of these twenty
seven chapters is preceded by
an introduction that explains
the main ideas of Ibn al-Arabi
and is accompanied by
explanatory notes to the text.
Providing an easily accessible
translation of one of the
greatest mystics of Islam, Ibn
al Arabi’ Fusus al-Hikam is
essential reading for students,
scholars and researchers of
Islamic Philosophy, Mysticism
and Islamic Mysticism in
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particular.
Muslim Perceptions of Other
Religions - Jacques
Waardenburg 1999-08-19
Since its inception, Islam and
its civilization have been in
continuous relationships with
other religions. The essays
collected here examine the
many texts that have come
down to us about these
cultures and their religions,
from Muslim theologians and
jurists.
In Search of the Lost Heart William C. Chittick 2012-02-15
Renowned scholar William C.
Chittick explores the worldview
of Islam in a series of essays
written over thirty-six years.
Science of the Cosmos,
Science of the Soul - William
C. Chittick 2013-10-01
With academic courses either
encouraging commercialism, or
cultivating zealots, Chittick
states that it is impossible to
understand classical Islamic
texts without the years of
contemplative study that are
anathema to the modern
education system. Insisting
upon a return to the ways of
the ancient wisdom tradition,

which saw the quest for
knowledge of the soul, the
world, and God as a unifying
spiritual discipline, Chittick
maintains that the study of
Islamic texts cannot be treated
separately from selfunderstanding. Fascinating,
radical, and a true challenge to
modern trends in academic
study, this book opens a new
debate in Islamic thought.
The Sufi Path of Knowledge
- William C. Chittick
2010-03-31
Ibn al-'Arabi is still known as
"the Great Sheik" among the
surviving Sufi orders. Born in
Muslim Spain, he has become
famous in the West as the
greatest mystical thinker of
Islamic civilization. He was a
great philosopher, theologian,
and poet. William Chittick
takes a major step toward
exposing the breadth and
depth of Ibn al-'Arabi's vision.
The book offers his view of
spiritual perfection and
explains his theology, ontology,
epistemology, hermeneutics,
and soteriology. The clear
language, unencumbered by
methodological jargon, makes
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it accessible to those familiar
with other spiritual traditions,
while its scholarly precision
will appeal to specialists.
Beginning with a survey of Ibn
al-'Arabi's major teachings, the
book gradually introduces the
most important facets of his
thought, devoting attention to
definitions of his basic
terminology. His teachings are
illustrated with many
translated passages
introducing readers to
fascinating byways of spiritual
life that would not ordinarily be
encountered in an account of a
thinker's ideas. Ibn al-'Arabi is
allowed to describe in detail
the visionary world from which

his knowledge derives and to
express his teachings in his
own words. More than 600
passages from his major work,
al-Futuhat al-Makkivva, are
translated here, practically for
the first time. These alone
provide twice the text of the
Fusus al-hikam. The exhaustive
indexes make the work an
invaluable reference tool for
research in Sufism and Islamic
thought in general. William
Chittick is a Professor of
Religious Studies at State
University of New York, Stony
Brook. He is author of The Sufi
Path of Love: The Spiritual
Teachings of Rumi and nine
other books.
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