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The Collapse of Western Civilization - Naomi
Oreskes 2014-07-01
The year is 2393, and the world is almost
unrecognizable. Clear warnings of climate
catastrophe went ignored for decades, leading to
soaring temperatures, rising sea levels,
widespread drought and—finally—the disaster
now known as the Great Collapse of 2093, when
the disintegration of the West Antarctica Ice
Sheet led to mass migration and a complete
reshuffling of the global order. Writing from the
Second People's Republic of China on the 300th
anniversary of the Great Collapse, a senior
scholar presents a gripping and deeply
disturbing account of how the children of the
Enlightenment—the political and economic elites
of the so-called advanced industrial
societies—failed to act, and so brought about the
collapse of Western civilization. In this haunting,
provocative work of science-based fiction, Naomi
Oreskes and Eric M. Conway imagine a world
devastated by climate change. Dramatizing the
science in ways traditional nonfiction cannot, the
book reasserts the importance of scientists and
the work they do and reveals the self-serving
interests of the so called "carbon combustion
complex" that have turned the practice of
science into political fodder. Based on sound
scholarship and yet unafraid to speak boldly, this
book provides a welcome moment of clarity amid

the cacophony of climate change literature.
The Vikings - Robert Ferguson 2009
Presents a history of the Nordic warriors and
explorers that plundered and traded their way
across Europe, and discusses how ultimately
their violence and conquests helped spread and
enhance accomplishments in the arts, culture
and government.
Understanding Collapse - Guy D. Middleton
2017-06-26
In this lively survey, Guy D. Middleton critically
examines our ideas about collapse - how we
explain it and how we have constructed
potentially misleading myths around collapses showing how and why collapse of societies was a
much more complex phenomenon than is often
admitted.
The World Until Yesterday - Jared Diamond
2013-01-10
From the author of No.1 international bestseller
Collapse, a mesmerizing portrait of the human
past that offers profound lessons for how we can
live today Visionary, prize-winning author Jared
Diamond changed the way we think about the
rise and fall of human civilizations with his
previous international bestsellers Guns, Germs
and Steel and Collapse. Now he returns with
another epic - and groundbreaking - journey into
our rapidly receding past. In The World Until
Yesterday, Diamond reveals how traditional
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societies around the world offer an
extraordinary window onto how our ancestors
lived for the majority of human history - until
virtually yesterday, in evolutionary terms - and
provide unique, often overlooked insights into
human nature. Drawing extensively on his
decades working in the jungles of Papua New
Guinea, Diamond explores how tribal societies
approach essential human problems, from
childrearing to conflict resolution to health, and
discovers we have much to learn from traditional
ways of life. He unearths remarkable findings from the reason why modern afflictions like
diabetes, obesity and Alzheimer's are virtually
non-existent in tribal societies to the surprising
benefits of multilingualism. Panoramic in scope
and thrillingly original, The World Until
Yesterday provides an enthralling first-hand
picture of the human past that also suggests
profound lessons for how to live well today.
Jared Diamond is the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of the seminal million-copy-bestseller
Guns, Germs, and Steel, which was named one
of TIME's best non-fiction books of all time, and
Collapse, a #1 international bestseller. A
professor of geography at UCLA and noted
polymath, Diamond's work has been influential
in the fields of anthropology, biology,
ornithology, ecology and history, among others.
Upheaval - Jared Diamond 2019-05-07
A "riveting and illuminating" Bill Gates Summer
Reading pick about how and why some nations
recover from trauma and others don't (Yuval
Noah Harari), by the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of the landmark bestseller Guns, Germs,
and Steel. In his international bestsellers Guns,
Germs and Steel and Collapse, Jared Diamond
transformed our understanding of what makes
civilizations rise and fall. Now, in his third book
in this monumental trilogy, he reveals how
successful nations recover from crises while
adopting selective changes -- a coping
mechanism more commonly associated with
individuals recovering from personal crises.
Diamond compares how six countries have
survived recent upheavals -- ranging from the
forced opening of Japan by U.S. Commodore
Perry's fleet, to the Soviet Union's attack on
Finland, to a murderous coup or countercoup in
Chile and Indonesia, to the transformations of
Germany and Austria after World War Two.

Because Diamond has lived and spoken the
language in five of these six countries, he can
present gut-wrenching histories experienced
firsthand. These nations coped, to varying
degrees, through mechanisms such as
acknowledgment of responsibility, painfully
honest self-appraisal, and learning from models
of other nations. Looking to the future, Diamond
examines whether the United States, Japan, and
the whole world are successfully coping with the
grave crises they currently face. Can we learn
from lessons of the past? Adding a psychological
dimension to the in-depth history, geography,
biology, and anthropology that mark all of
Diamond's books, Upheaval reveals factors
influencing how both whole nations and
individual people can respond to big challenges.
The result is a book epic in scope, but also his
most personal yet.
Why Is Sex Fun? - Jared Diamond 1998-09-25
To us humans the sex lives of many animals
seem weird. In fact, by comparison with all the
other animals, we are the ones with the weird
sex lives. How did that come to be?Just count
our bizarre ways. We are the only social species
to insist on carrying out sex privately. Stranger
yet, we have sex at any time, even when the
female can't be fertilized (for example, because
she is already pregnant, post-menopausal, or
between fertile cycles). A human female doesn't
know her precise time of fertility and certainly
doesn't advertise it to human males by the
striking color changes, smells, and sounds used
by other female mammals.Why do we differ so
radically in these and other important aspects of
our sexuality from our closest ancestor, the
apes? Why does the human female, virtually
alone among mammals go through menopause?
Why does the human male stand out as one of
the few mammals to stay (often or usually) with
the female he impregnates, to help raise the
children that he sired? Why is the human penis
so unnecessarily large?There is no one better
qualified than Jared Diamond—renowned expert
in the fields of physiology and evolutionary
biology and award-winning author—to explain
the evolutionary forces that operated on our
ancestors to make us sexually different. With wit
and a wealth of fascinating examples, he
explains how our sexuality has been as crucial as
our large brains and upright posture in our rise
Downloaded from

collapse-how-societies-choose-to-fail-or-succeed-jared-diamond

2/11

test.unicaribe.edu.do
on by guest

to human status.
Collapse - Jared M. Diamond 2005
This title has been removed from sale by
Penguin Group, USA.
An Analysis of Jared M. Diamond's Collapse
- Rodolfo Maggio 2017-07-05
American scholar Jared Diamond deploys his
powers of interpretation to great effect in
Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or
Succeed, which seeks to understand the
meaning behind the available evidence
describing societies that have survived and those
that have withered and died. Why, for example,
did the Norsemen of Scandinavia who colonized
Greenland in the early tenth century not survive,
while the inhabitants of Highland New Guinea
did? With the evidence to hand, Diamond notes
that a society’s collapse tends to be preceded by
a severe reduction in population and
considerable decreases in political, economic
and social complexity. Delving even deeper,
Diamond isolates five major factors determine
the success or failure of human societies in all
periods of history: environmental degradation,
which occurs when an ecosystem deteriorates as
its resources are exhausted; climate change
(natural or man-made); hostile neighbors;
weakened trading partners; and access or
otherwise to the resources that enable the
society to adapt its challenges. The breadth of
Diamond’s research provides the springboard
from which to reach these definitions, but it
inevitably also introduces complications; how
can evidence produced by specialists in so many
different disciplines be compared? Diamond’s
ability to understand the meaning of the
evidence at hand – and his readiness to seek and
supply clarifications of meaning where
necessary – underpin his achievement, and
comprise a textbook example of how
interpretative skills can provide a framework for
strong critical thinking.
Norse Greenland - Jared Diamond 2012-12-11
A timely and fascinating exploration of the
collapse of prehistoric Norse society in
Greenland—excerpted from the Pulitzer
Prize–winning author Jared Diamond’s Collapse
This excerpt from the New York
Times–bestselling book Collapse takes a timely
and fascinating look at prehistoric Norse
Greenland—the closest approximation of a

controlled experiment in collapse in history. One
island, two unique societies (Norse and Inuit).
Only one of these societies would succeed—the
other would fail. But how? With his trademark
accessibility and comprehensiveness, Diamond
documents how environmental damage, climate
change, loss of friendly contacts and the rise of
hostile ones, and the unique political, economic,
and social settings of prehistoric Greenland
combine to demonstrate exactly why and how
societies choose to fail or succeed. Jared
Diamond's latest book, The World Until
Yesterday: What Can We Learn from Traditional
Societies?, is available from Viking.
1177 B.C. - Eric H. Cline 2015-09-22
A bold reassessment of what caused the Late
Bronze Age collapse In 1177 B.C., marauding
groups known only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded
Egypt. The pharaoh's army and navy managed to
defeat them, but the victory so weakened Egypt
that it soon slid into decline, as did most of the
surrounding civilizations. After centuries of
brilliance, the civilized world of the Bronze Age
came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end.
Kingdoms fell like dominoes over the course of
just a few decades. No more Minoans or
Mycenaeans. No more Trojans, Hittites, or
Babylonians. The thriving economy and cultures
of the late second millennium B.C., which had
stretched from Greece to Egypt and
Mesopotamia, suddenly ceased to exist, along
with writing systems, technology, and
monumental architecture. But the Sea Peoples
alone could not have caused such widespread
breakdown. How did it happen? In this major
new account of the causes of this "First Dark
Ages," Eric Cline tells the gripping story of how
the end was brought about by multiple
interconnected failures, ranging from invasion
and revolt to earthquakes, drought, and the
cutting of international trade routes. Bringing to
life the vibrant multicultural world of these great
civilizations, he draws a sweeping panorama of
the empires and globalized peoples of the Late
Bronze Age and shows that it was their very
interdependence that hastened their dramatic
collapse and ushered in a dark age that lasted
centuries. A compelling combination of narrative
and the latest scholarship, 1177 B.C. sheds new
light on the complex ties that gave rise to, and
ultimately destroyed, the flourishing civilizations
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of the Late Bronze Age—and that set the stage
for the emergence of classical Greece.
The Third Chimpanzee - Jared M. Diamond
2006-01-03
The Development of an Extraordinary Species
We human beings share 98 percent of our genes
with chimpanzees. Yet humans are the dominant
species on the planet -- having founded
civilizations and religions, developed intricate
and diverse forms of communication, learned
science, built cities, and created breathtaking
works of art -- while chimps remain animals
concerned primarily with the basic necessities of
survival. What is it about that two percent
difference in DNA that has created such a
divergence between evolutionary cousins? In
this fascinating, provocative, passionate, funny,
endlessly entertaining work, renowned Pulitzer
Prize–winning author and scientist Jared
Diamond explores how the extraordinary human
animal, in a remarkably short time, developed
the capacity to rule the world . . . and the means
to irrevocably destroy it.
Fratelli Tutti - Pope Francis 2020-11-05
The Weather Makers - Tim Flannery 2007-12-01
The #1 international bestseller on climate
change that’s been endorsed by policy makers,
scientists, writers and energy executives around
the world. Tim Flannery’s The Weather Makers
contributed in bringing the topic of global
warming to worldwide prominence. For the first
time, a scientist provided an accessible and
comprehensive account of the history, current
status, and future impact of climate change,
writing what has been acclaimed by reviewers
everywhere as the definitive book on global
warming. With one out of every five living things
on this planet committed to extinction by the
levels of greenhouse gases that will accumulate
in the next few decades, we are reaching a
global climatic tipping point. The Weather
Makers is both an urgent warning and a call to
arms, outlining the history of climate change,
how it will unfold over the next century, and
what we can do to prevent a cataclysmic future.
Originally somewhat of a global warming
skeptic, Tim Flannery spent several years
researching the topic and offers a connect-thedots approach for a reading public who has
received patchy or misleading information on

the subject. Pulling on his expertise as a
scientist to discuss climate change from a
historical perspective, Flannery also explains
how climate change is interconnected across the
planet. This edition includes a new afterword by
the author. “An authoritative, scientifically
accurate book on global warming that sparkles
with life, clarity, and intelligence.” —The
Washington Post
A Short History of Progress - Ronald Wright
2004
Each time history repeats itself, so it's said, the
price goes up. The twentieth century was a time
of runaway growth in human population,
consumption, and technology, placing a colossal
load on all natural systems, especially earth, air,
and water — the very elements of life. The most
urgent questions of the twenty-first century are:
where will this growth lead? can it be
consolidated or sustained? and what kind of
world is our present bequeathing to our
future?In his #1 bestseller A Short History of
Progress Ronald Wright argues that our modern
predicament is as old as civilization, a 10,000year experiment we have participated in but
seldom controlled. Only by understanding the
patterns of triumph and disaster that humanity
has repeated around the world since the Stone
Age can we recognize the experiment's inherent
dangers, and, with luck and wisdom, shape its
outcome.
What Has Nature Ever Done For Us? - Tony
Juniper 2013-01-10
From Indian vultures to Chinese bees, Nature
provides the 'natural services' that keep the
economy going. From the recycling miracles in
the soil; an army of predators ridding us of
unwanted pests; an abundance of life creating a
genetic codebook that underpins our food,
pharmaceutical industries and much more, it has
been estimated that these and other services are
each year worth about double global GDP. Yet
we take most of Nature's services for granted,
imagining them free and limitless ... until they
suddenly switch off. This is a book full of
immediate, impactful stories, containing both
warnings (such as in the tale of India's vultures,
killed off by drugs given to cattle, leading to an
epidemic of rabies) but also the positive (how
birds protect fruit harvests, coral reefs protect
coasts from storms and how the rainforests
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absorb billions of tonnes of carbon released from
cars and power stations). Tony Juniper's book
will change whole way you think about life, the
planet and the economy
The Search for Mother Missing - Janine Vance
Can't travel yet? Let's go to Korea! In this
contemporary tale detailing a two-week trip that
explores intercountry adoption from South
Korea, twin sisters naively travel to their birth
city of Seoul in search of their Korean family.
Little incidents along the way serve as a catalyst,
leading them into a worldwide modern-day
adoptee-rights movement seeking truth and
transparency. The intent of this book is to
inspire and uplift anyone who has been removed
from their birth family to know that there is a
community of like-minded individuals who've
experienced the same circumstances.
The Collapse of Complex Societies - Joseph
Tainter 1988
Twenty-four examples of societal collapse help
develop a new theory to account for their
breakdown. Detailed studies of the Roman,
Mayan and Cacoan collapses clarify the
processes of disintegration.
The Uniqueness of Western Civilization - Ricardo
Duchesne 2011-02-07
After challenging the multicultural effort to
“provincialize” the history of Western
civilization, this book argues that the roots of the
West’s exceptional creativity should be traced
back to the uniquely aristocratic warlike culture
of Indo-European speakers.
The CIA and the Culture of Failure - John M.
Diamond 2008
The CIA and the Culture of Failure follows the
CIA through a series of crises from the Soviet
collapse to the war in Iraq and explains the
political pressures that helped lead to the
greatest failures in U.S. intelligence history.
Evolutionism In Cultural Anthropology Robert L. Carneiro 2018-02-23
Examines the history of evolutionism in cultural
anthropology, beginning with its roots in the
19th century, through the half-century of antievolutionism, to its reemergence in the 1950s,
and the current perspectives on it today. No
other book covers the subject so fully or over
such a long period of time.. Evolutionism and
Cultural Anthropology traces the interaction of
evolutionary thought and anthropological theory

from Herbert Spencer to the twenty-first
century. It is a focused examination of how the
idea of evolution has continued to provide
anthropology with a master principle around
which a vast body of data can be organized and
synthesized. Erudite and readable, and quoting
extensively from early theorists (such as Edward
Tylor, Lewis Henry Morgan, John McLennan,
Henry Maine, and James Frazer) so that the
reader might judge them on the basis of their
own words, Evolutionism and Cultural
Anthropology is useful reading for courses in
anthropological theory and the history of
anthropology. 0813337666 Evolutionism in
Cultural Anthropology : a Critical History
Guns, Germs and Steel - Jared M. Diamond 1998
This book answers the most obvious, the most
important, yet the most difficult question about
human history: why history unfolded so
differently on different continents. Geography
and biography, not race, moulded the
contrasting fates of Europeans, Asians
The Skeptical Environmentalist - Bjørn
Lomborg 2001-08-30
The Skeptical Environmentalist challenges
widely held beliefs that the environmental
situation is getting worse and worse. The author,
himself a former member of Greenpeace, is
critical of the way in which many environmental
organisations make selective and misleading use
of the scientific evidence. Using the best
available statistical information from
internationally recognised research institutes,
Bjørn Lomborg systematically examines a range
of major environmental problems that feature
prominently in headline news across the world.
His arguments are presented in non-technical,
accessible language and are carefully backed up
by over 2500 footnotes allowing readers to
check sources for themselves. Concluding that
there are more reasons for optimism than
pessimism, Bjørn Lomborg stresses the need for
clear-headed prioritisation of resources to tackle
real, not imagined problems. The Skeptical
Environmentalist offers readers a non-partisan
stocktaking exercise that serves as a useful
corrective to the more alarmist accounts
favoured by campaign groups and the media.
The Five Stages of Collapse - Dmitry Orlov
2013-05-10
A user's guide to economic, political, social and
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cultural collapse.
Wounding the West - David Stiller 2000-01-01
Federal policy toward hardrock mining remains
largely unchanged since the passage of the
General Mining Law of 1872. That legislation
was originally intended to promote settlement
and economic development of the American
West. A century and a quarter later, the region
no longer requires congressional coddling, yet
more than half a million mines and mill sites
remain abandoned throughout the western
states. These sites have created 180,000 acres of
polluted lakes and reservoirs and 12,000 miles of
contaminated streams and rivers. Montana?s
Blackfoot River, made famous by Norman
Maclean?s A River Runs through It, is one such
battered body of water. Not only did the 1872
law essentially give the land and minerals to
miners and mining companies?and it continues
to do so today?the law also required no mine
reclamation or water quality protection. State
mining laws likewise required little or no
reclamation. Wounding the West traces the role
of hardrock mining and its relationship with the
American West by following the environmental
history of one Montana mine, the Mike Horse,
from its 1898 discovery, through its heyday in
the 1940s, subsequent abandonment, and
eventual cleanup under the coercion of a state
law that many would consider ill-suited for
abandoned mines. David Stiller argues that
taxpayers should treat mining companies like
the for-profit enterprises they are and insist that
the hardrock mining industry pay a fair royalty
for extracted minerals and then put this funding
to work correcting the industry?s worst
historical abuses.
Collapse - Jared Diamond 2011
'A grand sweep from a master storyteller of the
human race' DAILY MAIL 'Riveting, superb,
terrifying' OBSERVER From the ghostly stone
heads of Easter Island to crumbling Mayan cities
hidden deep in the jungle, the mysterious ruins
of lost worlds and vanished civilizations continue
to haunt us. How could such mighty societies
fall? And could our skyscrapers one day stand
derelict and overgrown like ancient temples?
Jared Diamond takes us on an epic journey
around the globe, through the history of
humanity and on to the future, to discover how when tomorrow comes - we can be survivors. 'A

book that has to be read . . . highly readable,
highly persuasive and richly informative'
INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 'Gripping . . . the
book fulfils its huge ambition, and Diamond is
the only man who could have written it'
ECONOMIST 'This book shines like all
Diamond's work' SUNDAY TIMES 'Magnificent'
THE NEW YORK TIMES
Four Lost Cities: A Secret History of the
Urban Age - Annalee Newitz 2021-02-02
Named a Best Book of the Year by NPR and
Science Friday A quest to explore some of the
most spectacular ancient cities in human
history—and figure out why people abandoned
them. In Four Lost Cities, acclaimed science
journalist Annalee Newitz takes readers on an
entertaining and mind-bending adventure into
the deep history of urban life. Investigating
across the centuries and around the world,
Newitz explores the rise and fall of four ancient
cities, each the center of a sophisticated
civilization: the Neolithic site of Çatalhöyük in
Central Turkey, the Roman vacation town of
Pompeii on Italy’s southern coast, the medieval
megacity of Angkor in Cambodia, and the
indigenous metropolis Cahokia, which stood
beside the Mississippi River where East St. Louis
is today. Newitz travels to all four sites and
investigates the cutting-edge research in
archaeology, revealing the mix of environmental
changes and political turmoil that doomed these
ancient settlements. Tracing the early
development of urban planning, Newitz also
introduces us to the often anonymous
workers—slaves, women, immigrants, and
manual laborers—who built these cities and
created monuments that lasted millennia. Four
Lost Cities is a journey into the forgotten past,
but, foreseeing a future in which the majority of
people on Earth will be living in cities, it may
also reveal something of our own fate.
Collapse - Jared Diamond 2011-01-04
In Jared Diamond’s follow-up to the PulitzerPrize winning Guns, Germs and Steel, the author
explores how climate change, the population
explosion and political discord create the
conditions for the collapse of civilization.
Diamond is also the author of Upheaval: Turning
Points for Nations in Crisis Environmental
damage, climate change, globalization, rapid
population growth, and unwise political choices
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were all factors in the demise of societies around
the world, but some found solutions and
persisted. As in Guns, Germs, and Steel,
Diamond traces the fundamental pattern of
catastrophe, and weaves an all-encompassing
global thesis through a series of fascinating
historical-cultural narratives. Collapse moves
from the Polynesian cultures on Easter Island to
the flourishing American civilizations of the
Anasazi and the Maya and finally to the doomed
Viking colony on Greenland. Similar problems
face us today and have already brought disaster
to Rwanda and Haiti, even as China and
Australia are trying to cope in innovative ways.
Despite our own society’s apparently
inexhaustible wealth and unrivaled political
power, ominous warning signs have begun to
emerge even in ecologically robust areas like
Montana. Brilliant, illuminating, and immensely
absorbing, Collapse is destined to take its place
as one of the essential books of our time, raising
the urgent question: How can our world best
avoid committing ecological suicide?
The River Runs Black - Elizabeth C. Economy
2011-05-15
China's spectacular economic growth over the
past two decades has dramatically depleted the
country's natural resources and produced
skyrocketing rates of pollution. Environmental
degradation in China has also contributed to
significant public health problems, mass
migration, economic loss, and social unrest. In
The River Runs Black, Elizabeth C. Economy
examines China's growing environmental crisis
and its implications for the country's future
development. Drawing on historical research,
case studies, and interviews with officials,
scholars, and activists in China, the author
traces the economic and political roots of
China's environmental challenge and the
evolution of the leadership's response. She
argues that China's current approach to
environmental protection mirrors the one
embraced for economic development: devolving
authority to local officials, opening the door to
private actors, and inviting participation from
the international community, while retaining
only weak central control. The result has been a
patchwork of environmental protection in which
a few wealthy regions with strong leaders and
international ties improve their local

environments, while most of the country
continues to deteriorate, sometimes suffering
irrevocable damage. Economy compares China's
response with the experience of other societies
and sketches out several possible futures for the
country. This second edition is updated with
information about events during the past five
years, covering China's tumultuous
transformation of its economy and its landscape
as it deals with the political implications of this
behavior as viewed by an international
community ever more concerned about climate
change and dwindling energy resources.
SUMMARY - Collapse: How Societies Choose
To Fail Or Succeed By Jared Diamond Shortcut Edition 2021-06-20
* Our summary is short, simple and pragmatic. It
allows you to have the essential ideas of a big
book in less than 30 minutes. As you read this
summary, you will learn that globalized
environmental degradation and excessive
exploitation of resources threaten contemporary
societies. You will also learn : that there are five
major factors that continue to play a role in the
survival or collapse of human societies; that
human beings must learn from the past; that as
a result of globalization, human societies are
now interconnected; that several contemporary
societies are already on the brink of collapse and
others are not far from it; that politicians,
businesses, but also citizens have a role to play
in preserving the environment; that it is not too
late to reverse the course of events. Many
human societies have disappeared over the
centuries. As a result of population growth,
excessive exploitation of resources and
environmental degradation, the modern world is
not immune to the same fate. Biologist,
geographer and former director of the American
branch of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Jared
Diamond deciphers in this book the factors that
intervene in the collapse of a society. He also
gives the keys to avoid it. So, are you ready to
anticipate the inevitable? *Buy now the summary
of this book for the modest price of a cup of
coffee!
Germs, Seeds and Animals: - Alfred W. Crosby
2015-03-04
Alfred Crosby almost alone redirected the
attention of historians to ecological issues that
were important precisely because they were
Downloaded from

collapse-how-societies-choose-to-fail-or-succeed-jared-diamond

7/11

test.unicaribe.edu.do
on by guest

global. In doing so, he answered those who
believed that world history had become
impossible as a consequence of the post-war
proliferation of new historical specialities,
including not only ecological history but also
new social histories, areas studies, histories of
mentalities and popular cultures, and studies of
minorities, majorities, and ethnic groups. In the
introduction to this volume, Professor Crosby
recounts an intellectual path to ecological
history that might stand as a rationale for world
history in general. He simply decided to study
the most pervasive and important aspects of
human experience. By focusing on human
universals like death and disease, his studies
highlight the epidemic rather than the
epiphenomenal.
An Edible History of Humanity - Tom
Standage 2010-05-03
A lighthearted chronicle of how foods have
transformed human culture throughout the ages
traces the barley- and wheat-driven early
civilizations of the near East through the corn
and potato industries in America.
A Libertarian Walks Into a Bear - Matthew
Hongoltz-Hetling 2020-09-15
A tiny American town's plans for radical selfgovernment overlooked one hairy detail: no one
told the bears. Once upon a time, a group of
libertarians got together and hatched the Free
Town Project, a plan to take over an American
town and completely eliminate its government.
In 2004, they set their sights on Grafton, NH, a
barely populated settlement with one paved
road. When they descended on Grafton, public
funding for pretty much everything shrank: the
fire department, the library, the schoolhouse.
State and federal laws became meek
suggestions, scarcely heard in the town's thick
wilderness. The anything-goes atmosphere soon
caught the attention of Grafton's neighbors: the
bears. Freedom-loving citizens ignored hunting
laws and regulations on food disposal. They built
a tent city in an effort to get off the grid. The
bears smelled food and opportunity. A
Libertarian Walks Into a Bear is the sometimes
funny, sometimes terrifying tale of what happens
when a government disappears into the woods.
Complete with gunplay, adventure, and
backstabbing politicians, this is the ultimate
story of a quintessential American experiment --

to live free or die, perhaps from a bear.
Collapse - Rodolfo Maggio 2017-07-04
American scholar Jared Diamond deploys his
powers of interpretation to great effect in
Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or
Succeed, which seeks to understand the
meaning behind the available evidence
describing societies that have survived and those
that have withered and died. Why, for example,
did the Norsemen of Scandinavia who colonized
Greenland in the early tenth century not survive,
while the inhabitants of Highland New Guinea
did? With the evidence to hand, Diamond notes
that a society's collapse tends to be preceded by
a severe reduction in population and
considerable decreases in political, economic
and social complexity. Delving even deeper,
Diamond isolates five major factors determine
the success or failure of human societies in all
periods of history: environmental degradation,
which occurs when an ecosystem deteriorates as
its resources are exhausted; climate change
(natural or man-made); hostile neighbors;
weakened trading partners; and access or
otherwise to the resources that enable the
society to adapt its challenges. The breadth of
Diamond's research provides the springboard
from which to reach these definitions, but it
inevitably also introduces complications; how
can evidence produced by specialists in so many
different disciplines be compared? Diamond's
ability to understand the meaning of the
evidence at hand - and his readiness to seek and
supply clarifications of meaning where
necessary - underpin his achievement, and
comprise a textbook example of how
interpretative skills can provide a framework for
strong critical thinking.
Questioning Collapse - Patricia A. McAnany
2009-09-28
Questioning Collapse challenges those scholars
and popular writers who advance the thesis that
societies - past and present - collapse because of
behavior that destroyed their environments or
because of overpopulation. In a series of highly
accessible and closely argued essays, a team of
internationally recognized scholars bring history
and context to bear in their radically different
analyses of iconic events, such as the
deforestation of Easter Island, the cessation of
the Norse colony in Greenland, the faltering of
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nineteenth-century China, the migration of
ancestral peoples away from Chaco Canyon in
the American southwest, the crisis and resilience
of Lowland Maya kingship, and other societies
that purportedly 'collapsed'. Collectively, these
essays demonstrate that resilience in the face of
societal crises, rather than collapse, is the
leitmotif of the human story from the earliest
civilizations to the present. Scrutinizing the
notion that Euro-American colonial triumphs
were an accident of geography, Questioning
Collapse also critically examines the complex
historical relationship between race and political
labels of societal 'success' and 'failure'.
The Nature of Nature - Enric Sala 2020-09-08
In this spirited memoir, world-renowned
conservationist Enric Sala weaves fascinating
tales of the natural world, revealing how
connections in nature promise a thriving
economy as well as a healthy planet. Enric Sala
wants to change the world--and in this
compelling book, he shows us how. Once we
appreciate how nature works, he asserts, we will
understand why conservation is economically
wise and essential to our survival. Here Sala,
director of National Geographic's Pristine Seas
project (which has succeeded in protecting more
than 5 million sq km of ocean), tells the story of
his scientific awakening and his transition from
academia to activism--as he puts it, he was tired
of writing the obituary of the ocean. His
revelations are surprising, sometimes
counterintuitive: More sharks signal a healthier
ocean; crop diversity, not intensive monoculture
farming, is the key to feeding the planet. Using
fascinating examples from his expeditions and
those of other scientists, Sala shows the
economic wisdom of making room for nature,
even as the population becomes more urbanized.
In a sober epilogue, he shows how saving nature
can save us all, by reversing conditions that led
to the coronavirus pandemic and preventing
other global catastrophes. With a foreword from
Prince Charles and an introduction from E. O.
Wilson, this powerful book will change the way
you think about our world--and our future.
How the Irish Saved Civilization - Thomas Cahill
2010-04-28
The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in
the best tradition of popular history -- the untold
story of Ireland's role in maintaining Western

culture while the Dark Ages settled on Europe.
Every year millions of Americans celebrate St.
Patrick's Day, but they may not be aware of how
great an influence St. Patrick was on the
subsequent history of civilization. Not only did
he bring Christianity to Ireland, he instilled a
sense of literacy and learning that would create
the conditions that allowed Ireland to become
"the isle of saints and scholars" -- and thus
preserve Western culture while Europe was
being overrun by barbarians. In this entertaining
and compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill tells
the story of how Europe evolved from the
classical age of Rome to the medieval era.
Without Ireland, the transition could not have
taken place. Not only did Irish monks and
scribes maintain the very record of Western
civilization -- copying manuscripts of Greek and
Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while
libraries and learning on the continent were
forever lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish
world-view to the task. As Cahill delightfully
illustrates, so much of the liveliness we associate
with medieval culture has its roots in Ireland.
When the seeds of culture were replanted on the
European continent, it was from Ireland that
they were germinated. In the tradition of
Barbara Tuchman's A Distant Mirror, How The
Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an era that
few know about but which is central to
understanding our past and our cultural
heritage. But it conveys its knowledge with a
winking wit that aptly captures the sensibility of
the unsung Irish who relaunched civilization.
BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes
an excerpt from Thomas Cahill's Heretics and
Heroes.
Why Did Ancient Civilizations Fail? - Scott A
J Johnson 2016-09-19
Ideas abound as to why certain complex
societies collapsed in the past, including
environmental change, subsistence failure,
fluctuating social structure and lack of
adaptability. Why Did Ancient Civilizations Fail?
evaluates the current theories in this important
topic and discusses why they offer only partial
explanations of the failure of past civilizations.
This engaging book offers a new theory of
collapse, that of social hubris. Through an
examination of Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Roman,
Maya, Inca, and Aztec societies, Johnson
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persuasively argues that hubris blinded many
ancient peoples to evidence that would have
allowed them to adapt, and he further considers
how this has implications for contemporary
societies. Comprehensive and well-written, this
volume serves as an ideal text for undergraduate
courses on ancient complex societies, as well as
appealing to the scholar interested in societal
collapse.
Why Nations Fail - Daron Acemoglu
2013-09-17
Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations
Fail answers the question that has stumped the
experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich
and others poor, divided by wealth and poverty,
health and sickness, food and famine? Is it
culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps
ignorance of what the right policies are? Simply,
no. None of these factors is either definitive or
destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why
Botswana has become one of the fastest growing
countries in the world, while other African
nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and
Sierra Leone, are mired in poverty and violence?
Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson
conclusively show that it is man-made political
and economic institutions that underlie
economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take
just one of their fascinating examples, is a
remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the people
of North Korea are among the poorest on earth
while their brothers and sisters in South Korea
are among the richest. The south forged a
society that created incentives, rewarded
innovation, and allowed everyone to participate
in economic opportunities. The economic
success thus spurred was sustained because the
government became accountable and responsive
to citizens and the great mass of people. Sadly,
the people of the north have endured decades of
famine, political repression, and very different
economic institutions—with no end in sight. The
differences between the Koreas is due to the
politics that created these completely different
institutional trajectories. Based on fifteen years
of original research Acemoglu and Robinson
marshall extraordinary historical evidence from
the Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states,
medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin
America, England, Europe, the United States,
and Africa to build a new theory of political

economy with great relevance for the big
questions of today, including: - China has built
an authoritarian growth machine. Will it
continue to grow at such high speed and
overwhelm the West? - Are America’s best days
behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle
in which efforts by elites to aggrandize power
are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and
empowers a small minority? - What is the most
effective way to help move billions of people
from the rut of poverty to prosperity? More
philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the
West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of
Acemoglu and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on
the interplay between inclusive political and
economic institutions? Why Nations Fail will
change the way you look at—and
understand—the world.
The Last Tree on Easter Island - Jared
Diamond 2021-08-26
In twenty short books, Penguin brings you the
classics of the environmental movement. This is
Jared Diamond's haunting account of visiting the
mysterious stone statues of Easter Island,
showing how a remote civilization destroyed
itself by exploiting its own natural resources and why we must heed this warning. Over the
past 75 years, a new canon has emerged. As life
on Earth has become irrevocably altered by
humans, visionary thinkers around the world
have raised their voices to defend the planet,
and affirm our place at the heart of its
restoration. Their words have endured through
the decades, becoming the classics of a
movement. Together, these books show the
richness of environmental thought, and point the
way to a fairer, saner, greener world.
Summary: Collapse - Businessnews Publishing
2017-01-30
The must-read summary of Jared Diamond's
book: "Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or
Succeed". This complete summary of "Collapse"
by Jared Diamond, a renowned scientist, writer
and cautious optimist for the world's future,
presents his explanation of the secret to why
some societies succeed, while others fail. To do
this, the author investigates several significant
events from the past that have caused societies
to self-destruct and what this discovery means
for our future. By reading the evidence put
forward by Diamond, we can understand what
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causes societies to fail and ensure that our
society succeeds. Added-value of this summary: Save time - Understand civilization, society and
the threats posed to them - Expand your

knowledge of politics, civilization and
demography To learn more, read "Collapse: How
Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed" and find
out how we can avoid the decisions that caused
previous societies to fail.
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