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Semantics and Morphosyntactic Variation - Itamar Francez 2017
Explores why different languages have systematically different ways of saying the same thing. It focuses on
adjectival predication and shows that systematic differences in the meaning of words expressing adjectival
notions have systematic effects on the form of the sentences they appear in
Non-Verbal Predication in Ancient Egyptian - Antonio Loprieno 2017-10-23
The Egyptian language, with its written documentation spreading from the Early Bronze Age (Ancient
Egyptian) to Christian times (Coptic), has rarely been the object of typological studies, grammatical
analysis mainly serving philological purposes. This volume offers now a detailed analysis and a diachronic
discussion of the non-verbal patterns of the Egyptian language, from the Pyramid Texts (Earlier Egyptian)
to Coptic (Later Egyptian), based on an extensive use of data, especially for later phases. By providing a
narrative contextualisation and a linguistic glossing of all examples, it addresses the needs not only of
students of Egyptian and Coptic, but also of a linguistic readership. After an introduction into the basic
typological features of Egyptian, the main book chapters address morphology, syntax, semantics and
pragmatics of the three non-verbal sentence types documented throughout the history of this language: the
adverbial sentence, the nominal sentence and the adjectival sentence. These patterns also appear in a
variety of clausal environments and can be embedded in verbal constructions. This book provides an ideal
introduction into the study of Egyptian historical grammar and an indispensable companion for philological
reading.
Predicative Possession - Leon Stassen 2009-05-07
This is the first comprehensive treatment of the strategies employed in the world's languages to express
predicative possession, as in "the boy has a bat". It presents the results of the author's fifteen-year research
project on the subject. Predicative possession is the source of many grammaticalization paths - as in the
English perfect tense formed from to have - and its typology is an important key to understanding the
structural variety of the world's languages and how they change. Drawing on data from some 400
languages representing all the world's language families, most of which lack a close equivalent to the verb
to have, Professor Stassen aims (a) to establish a typology of four basic types of predicative possession, (b)
to discover and describe the processes by which standard constructions can be modified, and (c) to explore
links between the typology of predicative possession and other typologies in order to reveal patterns of
interdependence. He shows, for example, that the parameter of simultaneous sequencing - the way a
language formally encodes a sequence like "John sang and Mary danced" - correlates with the way it
encodes predicative possession. By means of this and other links the author sets up a single universal
model in order to account for all morphosyntactic variation in predicative possession found in the languages
of the world, including patterns of variation over time. Predicative Possession will interest scholars and
advanced students of language typology, diachronic linguistics, morphology and syntax.
A Brief History of the Verb To Be - Andrea Moro 2018-01-12
A journey through linguistic time and space, from Aristotle through the twentieth century's “era of syntax,”
in search of a dangerous verb and its significance. Beginning with the early works of Aristotle, the
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interpretation of the verb to be runs through Western linguistic thought like Ariadne's thread. As it
unravels, it becomes intertwined with philosophy, metaphysics, logic, and even with mathematics—so much
so that Bertrand Russell showed no hesitation in proclaiming that the verb to be was a disgrace to the
human race. With the conviction that this verb penetrates modern linguistic thinking, creating scandal in its
wake and, like a Trojan horse of linguistics, introducing disruptive elements that lead us to rethink radically
the most basic structure of human language—the sentence—Andrea Moro reconstructs this history. From
classical Greece to the dueling masters of medieval logic through the revolutionary geniuses from the
seventeenth century to the Enlightenment, and finally to the twentieth century—when linguistics became a
driving force and model for neuroscience—the plot unfolds like a detective story, culminating in the
discovery of a formula that solves the problem even as it raises new questions—about language, evolution,
and the nature and structure of the human mind. While Moro never resorts to easy shortcuts, A Brief
History of the Verb To Be isn't burdened with inaccessible formulas and always refers to the broader
picture of mind and language. In this way it serves as an engaging introduction to a new field of cuttingedge research.
Predicate Structure in a Functional Grammar of Hungarian - Casper de Groot 2019-11-18
SignGram Blueprint - Josep Quer 2017-11-20
"It is common for grammars to include an introductory chapter that offers a general introduction to the
language under investigation as well as its users. We encourage the grammar writer to include this type of
information for the sign language to be described. If a certain variant of the sign language is described, this
should be made clear at the outset. The structure of this part is fairly flexible. As can be seen from the table
of contents, we suggest including information about (i) the history of the sign language, (ii) characteristics
of the Deaf community, (iii) the status of the sign language, and (iv) previous linguistic work on the sign
language. The last section in particular will have an impact on the content of subsequent parts, as we
encourage the grammar writer to include findings from previous studies in the grammatical description of
the sign language. Clearly, alternative structures are possible. The overview of previous linguistic work, for
instance, could be provided under the "History" header, and Deaf culture and/or Deaf education could be
discussed under dedicated first-level headers - to give just two examples. Also, depending on the available
information, sub-headers could be added. Note that we adopt the convention of writing Deaf with a capital
D when it refers to issues related to a community that is characterized by the use of a sign language. In
contrast, deaf with a small d refers to the medical condition of not being able to hear. It is up to the
grammar writer to decide whether to stick to this convention in the grammar"-A Grammar of Makary Kotoko - Sean Allison 2020-06-15
In A Grammar of Makary Kotoko, Sean Allison provides a thorough description of Makary Kotoko - a Chadic
language of Cameroon, framing the discussion within R.M.W. Dixon’s functional/typological approach
known as Basic Linguistic Theory.
The Atlas of Pidgin and Creole Language Structures - Susanne Maria Michaelis 2013-09-05
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The Atlas presents commentaries and colour maps showing how 130 linguistic features - phonological,
syntactic, morphological, and lexical - are distributed among the world's pidgins and creoles. Designed and
written by the world's leading experts, it is a unique resource of outstanding value for linguists of all
persuasions throughout the world.
Copular Constructions in Lithuanian - Rolandas Mikulskas 2017-06-09
The fourth volume in the VARGReB series presents an in-depth investigation of Lithuanian copular
constructions from the viewpoint of Cognitive Grammar. Apart from the fundamental problems of the
ontology and taxonomy of copular sentences, the author also discusses a number of more specific questions
on which the Lithuanian data, contrasted with those of English and other languages hitherto dealt with in
the literature, can shed an interesting light, such as the nature and distinctive features of specificationals,
the problem of subjecthood in this subtype of copular constructions, the aspectual semantics of copular
sentences, etc. The attention given to the grammatical context of copular constructions and the
multifarious relationships linking them to other construction types enhances the book’s relevance to the
field of Lithuanian studies, whereas the dialogue and confrontation between the Cognitive perspective
adopted by the author and the more formal approaches hitherto applied to the problem of copular
sentences will add to its interest for the general reader.
Copular Clauses - Line Mikkelsen 2005-10-13
This book is concerned with a class of copular clauses known as specificational clauses, and its relation to
other kinds of copular structures, predicational and equative clauses in particular. Based on evidence from
Danish and English, I argue that specificational clauses involve the same core predication structure as
predicational clauses — one which combines a referential and a predicative expression to form a minimal
predicational unit — but differ in how the predicational core is realized syntactically. Predicational copular
clauses represent the canonical realization, where the referential expression is aligned with the most
prominent syntactic position, the subject position. Specificational clauses involve an unusual alignment of
the predicative expression with subject position. I suggest that this unusual alignment is grounded in
information structure: the alignment of the less referential DP with the subject position serves a discourse
connective function by letting material that is relatively familiar in the discourse appear before material
that is relatively unfamiliar in the discourse. Equative clauses are argued to be fundamentally different.
Crucial Readings in Functional Grammar - Matthew Anstey 2005
Crucial Readings in Functional Grammar will be an invaluable resource to anyone working in Functional
Grammar, student and scholar alike. It contains important articles that have led to new avenues of research
in the theory beyond Dik's two-volume Functional Grammar (1997), each concluded with a short paragraph
with suggestions for further research. The book also contains two chapters by the editors: an introduction
to current Functional Grammar theory and a researcher's guide to the hundred-plus Functional Grammar
dissertations and monographs. Crucial Readings will be of much assistance both in bringing together in one
volume the various ideas that complement Dik's canonical presentation of the theory and in the editorial
contributions that provide a comprehensive review of Functional Grammar publications.
Copulas - Regina Pustet 2003-06-12
Copulas (in English, the verb to be) are conventionally defined functionally as a means of relating elements
of clause structure, especially subject and complement, and considered to be semantically empty or
meaningless.They have received relatively little attention from linguists. Dr Pustet in this extensive crosslinguistic study goes some way towards correcting this neglect. In doing so she takes issue with both
accepted definition and description. She presents an analysis of grammatical descriptions of over 160
languages drawn from the language families of the world. She shows that some languages have a single
copula, others several, and some none at all. In a series of statistical analyses she seeks to explain why by
linking the distribution of copulas to variations in lexical categorization and syntactic structure. She
concludes by advancing a comprehensive theory of copularization which she relates to language
classification and to theories of language change, notably grammaticalization.
Non-Verbal Predication in Ancient Egyptian - Antonio Loprieno 2017-10-23
The Egyptian language, with its written documentation spreading from the Early Bronze Age (Ancient
Egyptian) to Christian times (Coptic), has rarely been the object of typological studies, grammatical
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analysis mainly serving philological purposes. This volume offers now a detailed analysis and a diachronic
discussion of the non-verbal patterns of the Egyptian language, from the Pyramid Texts (Earlier Egyptian)
to Coptic (Later Egyptian), based on an extensive use of data, especially for later phases. By providing a
narrative contextualisation and a linguistic glossing of all examples, it addresses the needs not only of
students of Egyptian and Coptic, but also of a linguistic readership. After an introduction into the basic
typological features of Egyptian, the main book chapters address morphology, syntax, semantics and
pragmatics of the three non-verbal sentence types documented throughout the history of this language: the
adverbial sentence, the nominal sentence and the adjectival sentence. These patterns also appear in a
variety of clausal environments and can be embedded in verbal constructions. This book provides an ideal
introduction into the study of Egyptian historical grammar and an indispensable companion for philological
reading.
Perspectives on Arabic Linguistics XXVIII - Youssef A. Haddad 2016-05-25
This volume makes important contributions to the growing body of descriptive and theoretical studies in
Arabic linguistics. It focuses on the rich linguistic work being done on Arabic dialects. The papers on
individual dialects draw attention to the micro-variation that exists, emphasize that they do not comprise a
uniform group, and reveal the implications of dialectal variation for linguistic theory. The chapters are
distributed over three parts: phonetics and phonology, syntax, and sociolinguistics. They address first and
second language acquisition, historical linguistics, phonetics, aspects of negation, light verb constructions,
raising verbs, and sociolinguistic variation. The book is indispensable reading for those working in dialect
description, the analysis of Arabic and the Semitic languages, and linguistic theory more generally.
Morphosyntactic Expression in Functional Grammar - Casper de Groot 2005-01-01
Morphological and syntactic issues have received relatively little attention in Functional Grammar, due to
the fact that this grammatical model, given its functional orientation, was primarily concerned with
developing its pragmatic and semantic components. Now that these have been solidly developed, this book
turns to the further development of the syntactic and morphological components of the model. Two recent
developments receive pride of place: Bakker's Dynamic Expression Model and Hengeveld and Mackenzie's
Functional Discourse Grammar. The first model aims at accounting for the complex interactions that one
finds in many languages between the sets of expression rules that have to account for form on the one hand
and those that establish order on the other. The second model takes a further step by considering
morphosyntactic and phonological representations to be part of the underlying structure of the grammar
rather than as the output of that grammar, contrary to the original assumptions in FG. The book
accordingly contains synopses of these two proposals as well as applications of these to a variety of
linguistic phenomena. Further articles provide detailed analyses of a range of semantic and pragmatic
categories and their morphosyntactic expression in a wide variety of languages. The articles in this book
contain data on some 60 different languages, including focused articles on phenomena in Arabic, Danish,
English, Lengua de Señas Española, Mapudungun, Plains Cree, and Tanggu. In all, the contributions to this
volume show that the issue of morphosyntactic expression in Functional Grammar is very much alive and
moving into promising new directions, while at the same time contributing to a better understanding of a
large number of morphosyntactic phenomena in a wide variety of languages.
Uralic Essive and the Expression of Impermanent State - Casper de Groot 2017-11-15
This volume is the first book length study into the essive, a relatively unknown case marker like English ‘as
(a child)’. It focuses on the distribution of the essive in contemporary Uralic languages with special
attention to the opposition between permanent and impermanent state. The volume presents large sets of
new data and insights into the use of the essive in nineteen Uralic languages on the basis of a typological
linguistic questionnaire. The typological variation is discussed within the linguistic domains of non-verbal
main predication, secondary predication, complementation, and manner, temporal, and circumstantial
adverbial phrases. The descriptions and analyses are presented in such a way that they are accessible to
linguists in general, descriptive and theoretical linguists, and specialists in Uralic and/or linguistic typology.
The data and approach offer many starting points for further investigations within but also outside the
Uralic language family.
Clause Typing in the Old Irish Verbal Complex - Carlos García-Castillero 2020-07-06
2/4

Downloaded from

test.unicaribe.edu.doon by guest

Austin’s words on page 1 of his seminal work How to do things with words are valid for this study on clause
typing in the Old Irish verbal complex: “The phenomenon to be discussed is very widespread and obvious,
and it cannot fail to have been already noticed, at least here and there, by others. Yet I have not found
attention paid to it specifically”. Old Irish, a regular V1 language, morphologically distinguishes six clause
types, to wit, declarative, relative, wh- and polar interrogative, responsive and imperative clause types.
After discussing the constituency of the Old Irish verbal complex and the pragmatically marked orders, i.e.
cleft-sentence and left-dislocation, the form, function, paradigmatic consistency and syntax of those clause
types are then analysed in detail. The other main issues of this study are the descriptively adequate
paradigm of clause types and the interaction of clause typing with subordination and with non-verbal
predication in Old Irish. This monograph offers a comprehensive view of clause typing, its morphological
expression and related phenomena in the earliest Insular Celtic language, and may also contribute to the
general consideration of these topics in both the typological and diachronic perspectives.
The Typology of Adjectival Predication - Harrie Wetzer 1996-01-01
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to this rapidly developing field. General problems are
studied from the perspective of individual languages, language families, language groups, or language
samples. Conclusions are the result of a deepened study of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to
little-known languages, whose analysis may shed new light on long-standing problems in general linguistics.
From Pseudo-relatives to Causative Constructions - Mara Frascarelli 2022-09-15
This volume proposes a novel structural analysis for causative constructions, offering a solution for the
long-standing mono/bi-clausal dualism. Causatives are claimed to instantiate a ‘complex object’
construction, insofar as the causee is not only the subject of the lexical verb, but also a participant that is
related to the whole event. Furthermore, the analysis reveals that the realization of causatives implies a
crucial interplay with the pseudo-relative construction, a much-debated structure as well. Data from
Scandinavian languages are highlighted, through the results of an experimental test on the scope of
negation and adverbs supporting the present analysis. The book offers a cross-linguistic perspective as it
discusses the relevant constructions in languages including Italian, English, French, Portuguese and
Spanish.
The Oxford Guide to the Romance Languages - Adam Ledgeway 2016
Series statement "Oxford linguistics" from jacket.
A Functional Discourse Grammar for English - Evelien Keizer 2015
This textbook explores functional discourse grammar, a recently developed theory of language structure
which analyses utterances at the pragmatic, semantic, morphosyntactic, and phonological level. The book
focuses principally on English and provides extensive exercises for students to use and evaluate the theory.
Layered Structure and Reference in a Functional Perspective - Michael Fortescue 1992-07-01
This volume contains revised and expanded versions of those papers from the 1990 Functional Grammar
Conference in Copenhagen that contributed specifically to the current investigation of clause structure in
terms of semantic layers. One of the key concepts in this discussion is 'reference'. Some papers discuss
ways in which previous accounts of reference need to be expanded and differentiated to provide a
consistent picture of referential properties. The power of layered analysis to bring out fundamental
similarities between languages of very different types is the theme of another group of papers, again with
the referential properties of constituents playing a central role. By some contributors layered analysis is
challenged, and the question is raised as to how it might fit into a dynamic and pragmatic picture of
language. The book is rounded off by a comparison between layered structure in Functional Grammar and
in Government and Binding Theory.
All Structures Great and Small - 2021
Non-verbal Predication - Kees Hengeveld 1992
Approaches to Predicative Possession - Gréte Dalmi 2020-02-20
This book discusses existential and possessive constructions in two important, yet under-studied, language
families, Slavic and Finno-Ugric. Using data from the Slavic languages of Polish, Belarusian and Russian,
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and the Finno-Ugric languages of Finnish, Hungarian, Meadow Mari, Komi-Permiyak and Udmurt, as well
as the closely related Selkup of the Samoyedic family, the chapters in this volume analyse predicative
possession in current syntactic terms. Seeking an answer to the theoretical question of whether BEpossessives and HAVE-possessives are just accidental values of the 'Possessive Parameter' or are
intrinsically related, this book takes a comparative approach to a whole range of syntactic and semantic
phenomena that appear in these constructions, including the definiteness restriction, genitive of negation,
person/number agreement, argument structure and extractability. The individual case studies can be easily
integrated into the Principles & Parameters framework in terms of parametric variation. Approaches to
Predicative Possession is an important contribution to our understanding of predicative possession across
languages, with findings that can be fruitfully extended to other language families. It is an equally useful
source of information for theoretical linguists, typologists, and graduate students of linguistics.
Nonverbal Predication - Isabelle Roy 2013-04-25
This text concerns the interpretation and structure of non-verbal predicates in copular sentences (i.e.
sentences with the verb 'be'). The author provides a unifying analysis based on a ternary distinction
between defining/characterizing/ situation-descriptive predicates.
Nonverbal Predication in Amazonian Languages - Simon E. Overall 2018-08-15
This volume explores typological variation within nonverbal predication in Amazonian languages. Using
abundant data, generally from original and extensive fieldwork on under-described languages, it presents a
far more detailed picture of nonverbal predication constructions than previously published grammatical
descriptions. On the one hand, it addresses the fact that current typologies of nonverbal predication are
less developed than those of verbal predication; on the other, it provides a wealth of new data and analyses
of Amazonian languages, which are still poorly represented in existing typologies. Several contributions
offer historical insights, either reconstructing the sources of innovative nonverbal predicate constructions,
or describing diachronic pathways by which constructions used for nonverbal predication spread to other
functions in the grammar. The introduction provides a modern typological overview, and also proposes a
new diachronic typology to explain how distinct types of nonverbal predication arise.
Copular Sentences in Russian - Asya Pereltsvaig 2007-05-11
This book provides a detailed study and a novel Minimalist account of copular sentences in Russian,
focusing on case marking alternations (nominative vs. instrumental) and drawing a distinction between two
types of copular sentences. On the assumption that Merge is defined in the simplest way possible, it is
argued that not all syntactic structures are a(nti)symmetrical. One of the copular sentence types is analyzed
as a poster child for symmetrical structures, while the other type is treated as asymmetrical. The originality
of this study lies in treating the copula in the two types of copular sentences neither as completely identical
nor as two distinct lexical items; instead, the two types of copula are derived through the process of
semantic bleaching. Furthermore, it is argued that the two types of the copula need to combine with postcopular phrases of different categories. It is concluded that Russian draws a distinction between saturated
DPs and unsaturated NPs, in spite of its renowned lack of overt articles.
Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew - Ron Kuzar 2012
Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew offers an innovative perspective on sentential syntax, in which
sentence patterns are introduced as constructions within the general framework of Construction Grammar.
Drawing on naturally occurring data collected from the Internet, the study challenges the prevailing view of
predication as the sole mechanism of sentence formation, and introduces the idea of patterning as a
complementary, sometimes even alternative mechanism. Major sentence patterns of English and Hebrew
are systematically presented, targeting both their form and their function. A contrastive analysis of the
sentence patterns in these two languages results in postulating a typological group, in which cognitive
motivations are shown to account for both similarities and differences within the typology. Sentence
Patterns in English and Hebrew will appeal to scholars of constructional approaches, cognitive linguistics,
typology, syntax, as well as anyone interested in English and Hebrew.
On the Semantics of the Russian Copular Verb "byt"́ - Pål Kristian Eriksen 2000
The Grammar of Copulas Across Languages - María J. Arche 2019-01-03
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This volume presents a crosslinguistic survey of the current theoretical debates around copular
constructions from a generative perspective. Following an introduction to the main questions surrounding
the analysis and categorization of copulas, the chapters address a range of key topics including the
existence of more than one copular form in certain languages, the factors determining the presence or
absence of a copula, and the morphology of copular forms. The team of expert contributors present new
theoretical proposals regarding the formal mechanisms behind the behaviour and patterns observed in
copulas in a wide range of typologically diverse languages, including Czech, French, Korean, and languages
from the Dene and Bantu families. Their findings have implications beyond the study of copulas and shed
more light on issues such as agreement relations, the nature of grammatical categories, and nominal
predicates in syntax and semantics.
Arabic Verbs in Time - John C. Eisele 1999
Non-Verbal Predication - Kees Hengeveld 1992-01-01
Syntactic and Semantic Variation in Copular Sentences - Daniel J. Wilson 2020-07-16
This book presents a novel account of syntactic and semantic variation in copular and existential sentences
in Classical Hebrew. Like many languages, the system of Classical Hebrew copular sentences is quite
complex, containing zero, pronominal, and verbal forms as well as eventive and inchoative semantics.
Approaching this subject from the framework of Distributed Morphology provides an elegant and
comprehensive explanation for both the syntactic and semantic variation in these sentences. This book also
presents a theoretical model for analyzing copular sentences in other languages included related
phenomena– such as pseudo-copulas. It is also a demonstration of what can be gained by applying modern
linguistic analyses to dead languages. Citing and building off previous studies on this topic, this book will
be of interest to those interested in the theoretical examination of copular and existential sentences and to
those interested in Classical Hebrew more specifically.
The Raising of Predicates - Andrea Moro 1997-01-09
One of the basic premises of the theory of syntax is that clause structures can be minimally identified as
containing a verb phrase, playing the role of predicate, and a noun phrase, playing the role of subject. In
this study Andrea Moro identifies a new category of copular sentences, namely inverse copular sentences,
where the predicative noun phrase occupies the position which is canonically reserved for subjects. In the
process, he sheds new light on such classical issues as the distribution and nature of expletives, locality
theory and cliticization phenomena.
A Grammar of Nganasan - Beáta Wagner-Nagy 2018-10-08
In her descriptive grammar of Nganasan Beáta Wagner-Nagy presents a comprehensive description of
modern Nganasan, considering a number of typological aspects. Presented in a traditional structure the
grammar serves as future reference of Nganasan within the field of Uralic studies.
Nonverbal Predication - Isabelle Roy 2013-04-25
This book considers the syntax and semantics of non-verbal predicates (i.e., nominal, adjectival and
prepositional predicates) in copular sentences. Isabelle Roy explores how a single structure for predication
can account for the different interpretations of non-verbal predicates. The book departs from earlier studies
by arguing in favor of a ternary distinction between defining / characterizing / situation-descriptive
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predicates rather than the more common stage-level/individual distinction. The distinction is based on two
semantic criteria, namely maximality (i.e., whether the predicate describes an eventuality that has spatiotemporal properties or not) and density (i.e. whether the spatio-temporal properties are perceived as
atomic or not). The author argues in favor of a strong correlation between the semantics properties of
predicates and their internal syntactic structure. Her analysis accounts for seemingly unrelated crosslinguistic data: the indefinite article in French, the distribution of the two copulas 'ser'/'estar' in Spanish,
and case marking on Russian predicates.
Biblical Aramaic and Related Dialects - Edward Cook 2022-07-31
Biblical Aramaic and Related Dialects is a comprehensive, introductory-level textbook for the acquisition of
the language of the Old Testament and related dialects that were in use from the last few centuries BCE.
Based on the latest research, it uses a method that guides students into knowledge of the language
inductively, with selections taken from the Bible, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and papyrus discoveries from
ancient Egypt. The volume offers a comprehensive view of ancient Aramaic that enables students to
progress to advanced levels with a solid grounding in historical grammar. Most up-to-date description of
Aramaic in light of modern discoveries and methods. Provides more detail than previous textbooks. Includes
comprehensive description of Biblical dialect, along with Aramaic of the Persian period and of the Dead Sea
Scrolls. Guided readings begin with primary sources, enabling students learn the language by reading
historical texts.
Copular Clauses and Focus Marking in Sumerian - Gábor Zólyomi 2014-09-05
This work is the first comprehensive description of Sumerian constructions involving a copula. Using
around 400 fully glossed examples, it gives a thorough analysis of all uses of the copula, which is one of the
least understood and most frequently misinterpreted and consequently mistranslated morphemes in
Sumerian. It starts with a concise introduction into the grammatical structure of Sumerian, followed by a
study that is accessible to both linguists and sumerologists, as it applies the terminology of modern
descriptive linguistics. It provides the oldest known and documented example of the path of
grammaticalization that leads from a copula to a focus marker. It gives the description of Sumerian copular
paratactic relative clauses, which make use of an otherwise only scarcely attested relativization strategy. At
the end of the book, the reader will have a clear picture about the morphological and syntactic devices used
to mark identificational, polarity and sentence focus in Sumerian, one of the oldest documented languages
in the world.
Predicates and Their Subjects - Susan Rothstein 2012-12-06
Predicates and their Subjects is an in-depth study of the syntax-semantics interface focusing on the
structure of the subject-predicate relation. Starting from where the author's 1983 dissertation left off, the
book argues that there is syntactic constraint that clauses (small and tensed) are constructed out of a oneplace unsaturated expression, the predicate, which must be applied to a syntactic argument, its subject.
The author shows that this predication relation cannot be reduced to a thematic relation or a projection of
argument structure, but must be a purely syntactic constraint. Chapters in the book show how the syntactic
predication relation is semantically interpreted, and how the predication relation explains constraints on
DP-raising and on the distribution of pleonastics in English. The second half of the book extends the theory
of predication to cover copular constructions; it includes an account of the structure of small clauses in
Hebrew, of the use of `be' in predicative and identity sentences in English, and concludes with a study of
the meaning of the verb `be'.
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