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Economics of a Pure Gold Standard - Mark
Skousen 1996
The Battle of Bretton Woods - Benn Steil
2013-02-11
When turmoil strikes world monetary and
financial markets, leaders invariably call for 'a
new Bretton Woods' to prevent catastrophic
economic disorder and defuse political conflict.
The name of the remote New Hampshire town
where representatives of forty-four nations
gathered in July 1944, in the midst of the
century's second great war, has become
shorthand for enlightened globalization. The
actual story surrounding the historic Bretton
Woods accords, however, is full of startling
drama, intrigue, and rivalry, which are vividly
brought to life in Benn Steil's epic account.
Upending the conventional wisdom that Bretton
Woods was the product of an amiable AngloAmerican collaboration, Steil shows that it was
in reality part of a much more ambitious
geopolitical agenda hatched within President

Franklin D. Roosevelt's Treasury and aimed at
eliminating Britain as an economic and political
rival. At the heart of the drama were the
antipodal characters of John Maynard Keynes,
the renowned and revolutionary British
economist, and Harry Dexter White, the dogged,
self-made American technocrat. Bringing to bear
new and striking archival evidence, Steil offers
the most compelling portrait yet of the complex
and controversial figure of White--the architect
of the dollar's privileged place in the Bretton
Woods monetary system, who also, very
privately, admired Soviet economic planning and
engaged in clandestine communications with
Soviet intelligence officials and agents over
many years. A remarkably deft work of
storytelling that reveals how the blueprint for
the postwar economic order was actually drawn,
The Battle of Bretton Woods is destined to
become a classic of economic and political
history.
The Commanding Heights - Daniel Yergin
2008-12-26
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The most powerful force in the world economy
today is the redefinition of the relationship
between state and marketplace - a process that
goes by the name of privatization though this
term is inadequate to express its far-reaching
changes. We are moving from an era in which
governments sought to seize and control the
'commanding heights' of the economy to an era
in which the idea of free markets is capturing
the commanding heights of world economic
thinking. Basic views of how society ought to be
organized are undergoing rapid change, trillions
of dollars are changing hands and so is
fundamental political power. Great new wealth
is being created - as are huge opportunities and
huge risks. Taking a worldwide perspective,
including Britain, where the process began with
Mrs Thatcher, Europe and the former USSR,
China, Latin America and the US, THE
COMMANDING HEIGHTS shows how a
revolution in ideas is transforming the world
economy - why it is happening, how it can go
wrong and what it will mean for the global
economy going into the twenty-first century.
War and Gold - Kwasi Kwarteng 2014-05-27
The world was wild for gold. After discovering
the Americas, and under pressure to defend
their vast dominion, the Habsburgs of Spain
promoted gold and silver exploration in the New
World with ruthless urgency. But, the great
influx of wealth brought home by plundering
conquistadors couldn't compensate for the
Spanish government's extraordinary military
spending, which would eventually bankrupt the
country multiple times over and lead to the
demise of the great empire. Gold became
synonymous with financial dependability, and
following the devastating chaos of World War I,
the gold standard came to express the order of
the free market system. Warfare in pursuit of
wealth required borrowing—a quickly
compulsive dependency for many governments.
And when people lost confidence in the
promissory notes and paper currencies issued
during wartime, governments again turned to
gold. In this captivating historical study,
Kwarteng exposes a pattern of war-waging and
financial debt—bedmates like April and taxes
that go back hundreds of years, from the French
Revolution to the emergence of modern-day
China. His evidence is as rich and colorful as it is

sweeping. And it starts and ends with gold.
The Summit - Ed Conway 2014-05-29
The idea of world leaders gathering in the midst
of economic crisis has become all-too familiar.
But the summit at Bretton Woods in 1944 was
the only time countries from around the world
have agreed to overhaul the structure of the
international monetary system. And, what's
more, they were successful - it was the closest to
perfection the world's economy has ever been,
and arguably the demise of the Bretton Woods
system is behind our present woes. This was no
dry economic conference. The delegates spent
half the time at each other's throats, and the
other half drinking in the hotel bar. The
Russians nearly capsized the entire project. The
French threatened to walk out, repeatedly. John
Maynard Keynes had a heart attack. His
American counterpart was a KGB spy. But this
summit could be instrumental in preventing
World War Three. Drawing on a wealth of
unpublished accounts, diaries and oral histories,
this brilliant book describes the conference in
stunning colour and clarity. Bringing to life the
characters, events and economics and written
with exceptional verve and narrative pace,this is
an extraordinarily accomplished work of history
from a talented new writer.
The Battle of Bretton Woods - Benn Steil
2014
Upending the conventional wisdom that Bretton
Woods was the product of an amiable AngloAmerican collaboration, Steil shows that it was
in reality part of a much more ambitious
geopolitical agenda hatched within President
Franklin D. Roosevelt's Treasury and aimed at
eliminating Britain as an economic and political
rival. At the heart of the drama were the
antipodal characters of John Maynard Keynes,
the renowned and revolutionary British
economist, and Harry Dexter White, the dogged,
self-made American technocrat. Bringing to bear
new and striking archival evidence, Steil offers
the most compelling portrait yet of the complex
and controversial figure of White--the architect
of the dollar's privileged place in the Bretton
Woods monetary system, who also, very
privately, admired Soviet economic planning and
engaged in clandestine communications with
Soviet intelligence officials and agents over
many years. --
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The Bretton Woods Agreements - Naomi R.
Lamoreaux 2019-07-23
Commentaries by top scholars alongside the
most important documents and speeches
concerning the Bretton Woods Conference of
1944 The two world wars brought an end to a
long-standing system of international commerce
based on the gold standard. After the First
World War, the weaknesses in the gold standard
contributed to hyperinflation, the Great
Depression, the rise of fascism, and ultimately
World War II. The Bretton Woods Conference of
1944 arose out of the Allies' desire to design a
postwar international economic system that
would provide a basis for prosperity, trade, and
worldwide economic development. Alongside
important documents and speeches concerning
the adoption and evolution of the Bretton Woods
system, this volume includes lively, readable,
original essays on such topics as why the gold
standard was doomed, how Bretton Woods
encouraged the adoption of Keynesian
economics, how the agreements influenced latetwentieth-century ideas of international
development, and why the agreements
ultimately had to give way to other
arrangements.
The Battle of Bretton Woods - Benn Steil
2013-02-24
Reveals how the blueprint for the post-World
War II economic order was actually drawn.
American Default - Sebastian Edwards
2019-09-10
The untold story of how FDR did the unthinkable
to save the American economy.
Making the European Monetary Union - Harold
James 2012-11-19
Europe’s financial crisis cannot be blamed on
the Euro, James contends in this probing
exploration of the whys, whens, whos, and whatifs of European monetary union. The current
crisis goes deeper, to conundrums that were
debated but not resolved at the time of the
Euro’s invention. And, Euro or no Euro, these
clashes will continue into the future.
Milton Friedman - Robert A. Cord 2016-05-20
Milton Friedman is widely regarded as one of
the most influential economists of the twentieth
century. Although he made many important
contributions to both economic theory and policy
- most clearly demonstrated by his development

of and support for monetarism - he was also
active in various spheres of public policy, where
he more often than not pursued his championing
of the free market and liberty. This volume
assesses the importance of the full range of
Friedman's ideas, from his work on methodology
in economics, his highly innovative consumption
theory, and his extensive research on monetary
economics, to his views on contentious social
and political issues such as education,
conscription, and drugs. It also presents
personal recollections of Friedman by some of
those who knew him, both as students and
colleagues, and offers new evidence on
Friedman's interactions with other noted
economists, including George Stigler and Lionel
Robbins. The volume provides readers with an
up to date account of Friedman's work and
continuing influence and will help to inform and
stimulate further research across a variety of
areas, including macroeconomics, the history of
economic thought, as well as the development
and different uses of public policy. With
contributions from a stellar cast, this book will
be invaluable to academics and students alike.
Forgotten Foundations of Bretton Woods Eric Helleiner 2014-04-18
Eric Helleiner's new book provides a powerful
corrective to conventional accounts of the
negotiations at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire,
in 1944. These negotiations resulted in the
creation of the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank—the key international financial
institutions of the postwar global economic
order. Critics of Bretton Woods have argued that
its architects devoted little attention to
international development issues or the
concerns of poorer countries. On the basis of
extensive historical research and access to new
archival sources, Helleiner challenges these
assumptions, providing a major reinterpretation
that will interest all those concerned with the
politics and history of the global economy,
North-South relations, and international
development. The Bretton Woods
architects—who included many officials and
analysts from poorer regions of the
world—discussed innovative proposals that
anticipated more contemporary debates about
how to reconcile the existing liberal global
economic order with the development
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aspirations of emerging powers such as India,
China, and Brazil. Alongside the much-studied
Anglo-American relationship was an overlooked
but pioneering North-South dialogue. Helleiner’s
unconventional history brings to light not only
these forgotten foundations of the Bretton
Woods system but also their subsequent neglect
after World War II.
The Summit - Ed Conway 2016-03-07
The idea of world leaders gathering in the midst
of economic crisis is now familiar. But 1944's
meeting at Bretton Woods was different. It was
the only time countries agreed to overhaul the
structure of the international monetary system.
Their resulting system presided over the longest
period of growth in history. Its demise decades
later was at least partly responsible for the
financial collapse of the 2000s.But what
everyone has assumed to be a dry economic
conference was in fact replete with drama. The
delegates spent half the time at each other's
throats and the other half drinking in the bar. All
the while, war in Europe raged on.The heart of
the conference was the love-hate relationship
between John Maynard Keynes — the greatest
economist of his day, who suffered a heart attack
at the conference — and his American
counterpart Harry Dexter White (later revealed
to be passing information to Russian spies). Both
were intent on creating a settlement which
would prevent another war while at the same
time defending their countries'
interests.Drawing on unpublished accounts,
diaries, and oral histories, The Summit describes
the conference in stunning color and clarity.
Written with exceptional verve and narrative
pace, this is an extraordinary debut from a
talented new historian.
Stalin's Secret Agents - M. Stanton Evans
2012-11-13
A primary source examination of the infiltration
of Stalin's Soviet intelligence network by
members of the American government during
World War II reveals the dictator's dubious
partnerships with such top-level figures as Vice
President Henry Wallace and chief advisor Harry
Hopkins. Co-written by the author of Blacklisted
by History.
The Globalization Backlash - Colin Crouch
2018-12-06
Globalization, heralded for decades as a

harbinger of prosperity, faces a huge backlash.
Derided by right-wing nationalists as a ‘globalist’
plot to undermine traditional communities, and
by left-wing critics as the rule of rampaging
corporations, it’s become a political punching
bag around the world. In this incisive book,
leading commentator Colin Crouch defends
globalization against its critics to the right and
left. He argues that reversing the process would
mean a poorer world riven by nationalistic and
reactionary antagonisms. However, globalization
will only be worth saving if we institute reforms
to promote social solidarity and recover pride
and confidence for the cities and regions that
have lost out. Crouch shows that we can
therefore only save globalization from itself if we
transcend the nation state and subject global
economic flows to democratically responsible
transnational governance. Crouch provides a
much-needed riposte to the delusions that risk
plunging the world back into a zero-sum game of
regressive economic nationalism, combining
cool-headed analysis with a visionary call for a
reformed and genuinely progressive
globalization.
Revolution in Development - Christy Thornton
2021-01-05
Revolution in Development uncovers the
surprising influence of postrevolutionary Mexico
on the twentieth century's most important
international economic institutions. Drawing on
extensive archival research in Mexico, the
United States, and Great Britain, Christy
Thornton meticulously traces how Mexican
officials repeatedly rallied Third World leaders
to campaign for representation in global
organizations and redistribution through
multilateral institutions. By decentering the
United States and Europe in the history of global
economic governance, Revolution in
Development shows how Mexican economists,
diplomats, and politicians fought for more than
five decades to reform the rules and institutions
of the global capitalist economy. In so doing, the
book demonstrates, Mexican officials shaped not
only their own domestic economic prospects but
also the contours of the project of international
development itself.
The Marshall Plan - Benn Steil 2018
Traces the history of the Marshall Plan and the
efforts to reconstruct western Europe as a
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bulwark against communist authoritarianism
during a two-year period that saw the collapse of
postwar U.S.-Soviet relations and the beginning
of the Cold War.
John Maynard Keynes 1883-1946 - Robert
Skidelsky 2004
Robert Skidelsky’s three-volume biography of
John Maynard Keynes has been acclaimed as the
authoritative account of the great economiststatesman’s life. Meticulously researched and
beautifully written, this abridged biography
offers us a sympathetic account of the life and
influences of a passionate visionary, and an
invaluable insight into the formation of a new
economic philosophy whose ideas remain even
today at the centre of political and economic
discussion. ‘In Robert Skidelsky’s magnificently
intelligent biography – in my opinion the
greatest of the last century and, possibly, of this
one too – Keynes has received the best tribute he
could deserve’ Mark Archer, Financial Times
Magazine ‘As brilliant as his full-length version .
. . this one-volume version can be strongly
recommended to the many non-economists who
are mystified but intrigued by the Keynes
legend’ William Keegan, Observer 'Nobody who
wants to understand one of the most
extraordinary Englishmen of his time can do
without this biography' Eric Hobsbawm
The Economic Consequences of the Peace John Maynard Keynes 1919
Finance & Development, September 1998 International Monetary Fund. External Relations
Dept. 1998-01-01
For the latest thinking about the international
financial system, monetary policy, economic
development, poverty reduction, and other
critical issues, subscribe to Finance &
Development (F&D). This lively quarterly
magazine brings you in-depth analyses of these
and other subjects by the IMF’s own staff as well
as by prominent international experts. Articles
are written for lay readers who want to enrich
their understanding of the workings of the global
economy and the policies and activities of the
IMF.
The Unloved Dollar Standard - Ronald I.
McKinnon 2013
Th world dollar standard greatly facilitates
international exchange. Since the Bretton Woods

Agreement of 1945, the dollar has been the key
currency for clearing international payments
among banks, including government
interventions to set exchange rates. IT is the
dominant currency for invoicing trade in primary
commodities and official exchange reserves.
Blacklisted by History - M. Stanton Evans
2009-11-24
Accused of creating a bogus Red Scare and
smearing countless innocent victims in a fiveyear reign of terror, Senator Joseph McCarthy is
universally remembered as a demagogue, a
bully, and a liar. History has judged him such a
loathsome figure that even today, a half century
after his death, his name remains synonymous
with witch hunts. But that conventional image is
all wrong, as veteran journalist and author M.
Stanton Evans reveals in this groundbreaking
book. The long-awaited Blacklisted by History,
based on six years of intensive research,
dismantles the myths surrounding Joe McCarthy
and his campaign to unmask Communists, Soviet
agents, and flagrant loyalty risks working within
the U.S. government. Evans’s revelations
completely overturn our understanding of
McCarthy, McCarthyism, and the Cold War.
Drawing on primary sources—including neverbefore-published government records and FBI
files, as well as recent research gleaned from
Soviet archives and intercepted transmissions
between Moscow spymasters and their agents in
the United States—Evans presents irrefutable
evidence of a relentless Communist drive to
penetrate our government, influence its policies,
and steal its secrets. Most shocking of all, he
shows that U.S. officials supposedly guarding
against this danger not only let it happen but
actively covered up the penetration. All of this
was precisely as Joe McCarthy
contended.Blacklisted by History shows, for
instance, that the FBI knew as early as 1942 that
J. Robert Oppenheimer, the director of the
atomic bomb project, had been identified by
Communist leaders as a party member; that
high-level U.S. officials were warned that Alger
Hiss was a Soviet spy almost a decade before the
Hiss case became a public scandal; that a cabal
of White House, Justice Department, and State
Department officials lied about and covered up
the Amerasia spy case; and that the State
Department had been heavily penetrated by
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Communists and Soviet agents before McCarthy
came on the scene.Evans also shows that
practically everything we’ve been told about
McCarthy is false, including conventional
treatment of the famous 1950 speech at
Wheeling, West Virginia, that launched the
McCarthy era (“I have here in my hand . . .”), the
Senate hearings that casually dismissed his
charges, the matter of leading McCarthy suspect
Owen Lattimore, the Annie Lee Moss case, the
Army-McCarthy hearings, and much more. In the
end, Senator McCarthy was censured by his
colleagues and condemned by the press and
historians. But as Evans writes, “The real Joe
McCarthy has vanished into the mists of fable
and recycled error, so that it takes the
equivalent of a dragnet search to find him.”
Blacklisted by History provides the first accurate
account of what McCarthy did and, more
broadly, what happened to America during the
Cold War. It is a revealing exposé of the forces
that distorted our national policy in that conflict
and our understanding of its history since.
Treasonable Doubt - R. Bruce Craig 2004
Examines speculation about the cause of his
death and the charges of espionage made
against Harry Dexter White, a high-ranking
Treasury official in both the Roosevelt and
Truman administrations.
You Say You Want a Revolution? - Daniel
Chirot 2020-03-03
Why most modern revolutions have ended in
bloodshed and failure—and what lessons they
hold for today's world of growing extremism
Why have so many of the iconic revolutions of
modern times ended in bloody tragedies? And
what lessons can be drawn from these failures
today, in a world where political extremism is on
the rise and rational reform based on
moderation and compromise often seems
impossible to achieve? In You Say You Want a
Revolution?, Daniel Chirot examines a wide
range of right- and left-wing revolutions around
the world—from the late eighteenth century to
today—to provide important new answers to
these critical questions. From the French
Revolution of the eighteenth century to the
Mexican, Russian, German, Chinese,
anticolonial, and Iranian revolutions of the
twentieth, Chirot finds that moderate solutions
to serious social, economic, and political

problems were overwhelmed by radical
ideologies that promised simpler, drastic
remedies. But not all revolutions had this
outcome. The American Revolution didn't,
although its failure to resolve the problem of
slavery eventually led to the Civil War, and the
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe was
relatively peaceful, except in Yugoslavia. From
Japan, North Korea, Vietnam, and Cambodia to
Algeria, Angola, Haiti, and Romania, You Say
You Want a Revolution? explains why violent
radicalism, corruption, and the betrayal of ideals
won in so many crucial cases, why it didn't in
some others—and what the long-term prospects
for major social change are if liberals can't
deliver needed reforms. A powerful account of
the unintended consequences of revolutionary
change, You Say You Want a Revolution? is filled
with critically important lessons for today's
liberal democracies struggling with new forms of
extremism.
Showdown at Gucci Gulch - Alan Murray
2010-12-22
The Tax Reform Act of 1986 was the single most
sweeping change in the history of America's
income tax. It was also the best political and
economic story of its time. Here, in the
anecdotal style of The Making of the President,
two Wall Street Journal reporters provide the
first complete picture of how this tax revolution
went from an improbable dream to a widely
hailed reality.
The Essential Keynes - John Maynard Keynes
2016-01-05
The essential writings of the 20th century’s most
influential economist, collected in one volume
Today, John Maynard Keynes is best
remembered for his pioneering development of
macroeconomics, and for his advocacy of active
fiscal and monetary government policy. This
uniquely comprehensive selection of his work,
edited by Keynes’s award-winning biographer
Robert Skidelsky, aims to make his work more
accessible to both students of economics and the
general reader. All of Keynes’s major economic
work is included, yet the selection goes beyond
pure economics. Here too are Keynes’s essential
writings on philosophy, social theory and policy,
and his futurist vision of a world without work.
As Robert Skidelsky writes in his introduction:
“People talk of the need for a new Keynes. But
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the old Keynes still has superlative wisdom to
offer for a new age.” For more than sixty-five
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions
and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
Money, Markets, and Sovereignty - Benn Steil
2009-04-01
In this keenly argued book, Benn Steil and
Manuel Hinds offer the most powerful defense of
economic liberalism since F. A. Hayek published
The Road to Serfdom more than sixty years ago.
The authors present a fascinating intellectual
history of monetary nationalism from the ancient
world to the present and explore why, in its
modern incarnation, it represents the single
greatest threat to globalization. Steil and Hinds
describe the current state of international
economic relations as both unusual and
precarious. Eras of economic protectionism have
historically coincided with monetary nationalism,
while eras of liberal trade have been
accompanied by a universal monetary standard.
But today, the authors show, an unprecedentedly
liberal global trade regime operates side by side
with the most extreme doctrine of monetary
nationalism ever contriveda situation bound to
trigger periodic crises. Steil and Hinds call for a
revival of the political and economic thinking
that underlay earlier great periods of
globalization, thinking that is increasingly under
threat by more recent ideas about what
sovereignty means.
The Marshall Plan - Benn Steil 2018-02-13
Winner of the 2018 American Academy of
Diplomacy Douglas Dillon Award Shortlisted for
the 2018 Duff Cooper Prize in Literary
Nonfiction “[A] brilliant book…by far the best
study yet” (Paul Kennedy, The Wall Street
Journal) of the gripping history behind the
Marshall Plan and its long-lasting influence on
our world. In the wake of World War II, with
Britain’s empire collapsing and Stalin’s on the
rise, US officials under new Secretary of State
George C. Marshall set out to reconstruct

western Europe as a bulwark against communist
authoritarianism. Their massive, costly, and
ambitious undertaking would confront
Europeans and Americans alike with a vision at
odds with their history and self-conceptions. In
the process, they would drive the creation of
NATO, the European Union, and a Western
identity that continue to shape world events.
Benn Steil’s “thoroughly researched and wellwritten account” (USA TODAY) tells the story
behind the birth of the Cold War, told with
verve, insight, and resonance for today.
Focusing on the critical years 1947 to 1949,
Benn Steil’s gripping narrative takes us through
the seminal episodes marking the collapse of
postwar US-Soviet relations—the Prague coup,
the Berlin blockade, and the division of
Germany. In each case, Stalin’s determination to
crush the Marshall Plan and undermine
American power in Europe is vividly portrayed.
Bringing to bear fascinating new material from
American, Russian, German, and other European
archives, Steil’s account will forever change how
we see the Marshall Plan. “Trenchant and
timely…an ambitious, deeply researched
narrative that…provides a fresh perspective on
the coming Cold War” (The New York Times
Book Review), The Marshall Plan is a polished
and masterly work of historical narrative. An
instant classic of Cold War literature, it “is a
gripping, complex, and critically important story
that is told with clarity and precision” (The
Christian Science Monitor).
The Bretton Woods Transcripts - Kurt Schuler
2013-01
The Bretton Woods Transcripts is the verbatim
record of meetings of the conference that
established the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank. The Bretton Woods conference,
named after the New Hampshire town where the
conference was held in July 1944, began a new
era in international economic cooperation that
continues today. Delegates from 44 countries
attended the conference. They were a highpowered group: many would later become top
officials of the IMF and World Bank, finance
ministers, central bank governors, even
presidents and prime ministers. Among them,
the best known then and now was John Maynard
Keynes, the most influential economist of the
20th century, who chaired the meetings that
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established the World Bank. The conference
transcripts were never intended for publication,
and give a rare word-for-word record of what
participants at a major international gathering
said behind closed doors. -- The Related material
on the Publisher's website contain photographs
of documents circulated at the 1944 conference,
from daily news bulletins to the telephone
directory at the Mount Washington Hotel. These
documents were not published in the 1948
publication of the conference proceedings
because they were considered to be of low
interest.--Book Jacket.
Wealth And Poverty Of Nations - David S. Landes
2015-04-20
The history of nations is a history of haves and
have-nots, and as we approach the millennium,
the gap between rich and poor countries is
widening. In this engrossing and important new
work, eminent historian David Landes explores
the complex, fascinating and often startling
causes of the wealth and poverty of nations. The
answers are found not only in the large forces at
work in economies: geography, religion, the
broad swings of politics, but also in the small
surprising details. In Europe, the invention of
spectacles doubled the working life of skilled
craftsmen, and played a prominent role in the
creation of articulated machines, and in China,
the failure to adopt the clock fundamentally
hindered economic development. The relief of
poverty is vital to the survival of us all. As David
Landes brilliantly shows, the key to future
success lies in understanding the lessons the
past has to teach us - lessons uniquely imparted
in this groundbreaking and vital book which
exemplifies narrative history at its best.
The Globalization Paradox: Democracy and
the Future of the World Economy - Dani
Rodrik 2012-02-28
Discusses how democracy and national selfdetermination cannot be pursued simultaneously
with economic globalization and instead
promotes customizable globalization with
international rules to achieve balanced
prosperity.
The Summit: Bretton Woods, 1944: J. M.
Keynes and the Reshaping of the Global
Economy - Ed Conway 2015-02-15
A brilliant narrative history of the most colorful
and important economic summit in history—held

during the height of World War II. The idea of
world leaders gathering in the midst of economic
crisis is now familiar. But 1944's meeting at
Bretton Woods was different. It was the only
time the leading countries in the world agreed to
overhaul the structure of the international
monetary system. Their resulting system
presided over the longest period of growth in
history. But what everyone has assumed to be a
dry economic conference was in fact replete
with drama. The delegates spent half the time at
each other's throats and the other half drinking
in the bar. All the while, war in Europe raged on.
The heart of the conference was the love-hate
relationship between John Maynard Keynes—the
greatest economist of his day, who suffered a
heart attack at the conference—and his
American counterpart Harry Dexter White (later
revealed to be passing information to Russian
spies). Written with exceptional verve and
narrative pace, this is an extraordinary debut
from a talented new historian.
The Price of Peace - Zachary D. Carter
2020-05-19
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • An
“outstanding new intellectual biography of John
Maynard Keynes [that moves] swiftly along
currents of lucidity and wit” (The New York
Times), illuminating the world of the influential
economist and his transformative ideas “A
timely, lucid and compelling portrait of a man
whose enduring relevance is always heightened
when crisis strikes.”—The Wall Street Journal
WINNER: The Arthur Ross Book Award Gold
Medal • The Hillman Prize for Book Journalism
FINALIST: The National Book Critics Circle
Award • The Sabew Best in Business Book
Award NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY PUBLISHERS WEEKLY AND
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times • The
Economist • Bloomberg • Mother Jones At the
dawn of World War I, a young academic named
John Maynard Keynes hastily folded his long legs
into the sidecar of his brother-in-law’s
motorcycle for an odd, frantic journey that would
change the course of history. Swept away from
his placid home at Cambridge University by the
currents of the conflict, Keynes found himself
thrust into the halls of European treasuries to
arrange emergency loans and packed off to
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America to negotiate the terms of economic
combat. The terror and anxiety unleashed by the
war would transform him from a comfortable
obscurity into the most influential and
controversial intellectual of his day—a man
whose ideas still retain the power to shock in our
own time. Keynes was not only an economist but
the preeminent anti-authoritarian thinker of the
twentieth century, one who devoted his life to
the belief that art and ideas could conquer war
and deprivation. As a moral philosopher,
political theorist, and statesman, Keynes led an
extraordinary life that took him from intimate
turn-of-the-century parties in London’s riotous
Bloomsbury art scene to the fevered
negotiations in Paris that shaped the Treaty of
Versailles, from stock market crashes on two
continents to diplomatic breakthroughs in the
mountains of New Hampshire to wartime ballet
openings at London’s extravagant Covent
Garden. Along the way, Keynes reinvented
Enlightenment liberalism to meet the harrowing
crises of the twentieth century. In the United
States, his ideas became the foundation of a
burgeoning economics profession, but they also
became a flash point in the broader political
struggle of the Cold War, as Keynesian acolytes
faced off against conservatives in an intellectual
battle for the future of the country—and the
world. Though many Keynesian ideas survived
the struggle, much of the project to which he
devoted his life was lost. In this riveting
biography, veteran journalist Zachary D. Carter
unearths the lost legacy of one of history’s most
fascinating minds. The Price of Peace revives a
forgotten set of ideas about democracy, money,
and the good life with transformative
implications for today’s debates over inequality
and the power politics that shape the global
order. LONGLISTED FOR THE CUNDILL
HISTORY PRIZE
Alan Shrugged - Jerome Tuccille 2002-11-18
Power . . . Personality . . . Paradox When Alan
Greenspan talks, Wall Street listens-as do
bankers, investors, politicians, and economists
throughout the world. He is the number one
arbiter of U.S. monetary policy-credited, as
Chairman of the Federal Reserve, with having
simultaneously held inflation down and kept the
economy growing throughout the longest and
largest economic expansion in U.S. history. Yet,

this Atlas of number crunchers, who owned and
operated a highly successful Wall Street
consulting firm, never amassed a personal
fortune, was a member of the cultlike inner
circle surrounding one of America's most
controversial authors, and began his career as a
professional jazz musician. Clearly, there is even
more to Alan Greenspan than meets the eye. In
Alan Shrugged, you'll meet Greenspan the public
figure and Alan the private man in the most
detailed, revealing, and entertaining account of
Greenspan's life and career ever published.
Filled with surprises, amusing anecdotes from
the likes of Henry Kissinger and Barbara
Walters, and thoughtful insights from bestselling
biographer Jerome Tuccille, Alan Shrugged
offers an informative and engaging portrait of
one of the most powerful, capable, and complex
figures on the American political scene.
The Bretton Woods Debates - Raymond F.
Mikesell 1994
The Money Makers - Eric Rauchway
2015-10-27
Shortly after arriving in the White House in early
1933, Franklin Roosevelt took the United States
off the gold standard. His opponents thought his
decision unwise at best, and ruinous at worst.
But they could not have been more wrong. With
The Money Makers, Eric Rauchway tells the
absorbing story of how FDR and his advisors
pulled the levers of monetary policy to save the
domestic economy and propel the United States
to unprecedented prosperity and superpower
status. Drawing on the ideas of the brilliant
British economist John Maynard Keynes, among
others, Roosevelt created the conditions for
recovery from the Great Depression, deploying
economic policy to fight the biggest threat then
facing the nation: deflation. Throughout the
1930s, he also had one eye on the increasingly
dire situation in Europe. In order to defeat
Hitler, Roosevelt turned again to monetary
policy, sending dollars abroad to prop up the
faltering economies of Britain and, beginning in
1941, the Soviet Union. FDR's fight against
economic depression and his fight against
fascism were indistinguishable. As Rauchway
writes, "Roosevelt wanted to ensure more than
business recovery; he wanted to restore
American economic and moral strength so the
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US could defend civilization itself." The
economic and military alliance he created
proved unbeatable-and also provided the
foundation for decades of postwar prosperity.
Indeed, Rauchway argues that Roosevelt's
greatest legacy was his monetary policy. Even
today, the "Roosevelt dollar" remains both the
symbol and the catalyst of America's vast
economic power. The Money Makers restores
the Roosevelt dollar to its central place in our
understanding of FDR, the New Deal, and the
economic history of twentieth-century America.
We forget this history at our own peril. In
revealing the roots of our postwar prosperity,
Rauchway shows how we can recapture the
abundance of that period in our own.
The Euro and the Battle of Ideas - Markus K.
Brunnermeier 2016-08-04
How philosophical differences between
Eurozone nations led to the Euro crisis—and
where to go from here Why is Europe's great
monetary endeavor, the Euro, in trouble? A
string of economic difficulties in Greece, Ireland,
Spain, Italy, and other Eurozone nations has left
observers wondering whether the currency
union can survive. In this book, Markus
Brunnermeier, Harold James, and Jean-Pierre
Landau argue that the core problem with the
Euro lies in the philosophical differences
between the founding countries of the Eurozone,
particularly Germany and France. But the
authors also show how these seemingly
incompatible differences can be reconciled to
ensure Europe’s survival. As the authors
demonstrate, Germany, a federal state with
strong regional governments, saw the
Maastricht Treaty, the framework for the Euro,
as a set of rules. France, on the other hand, with
a more centralized system of government, saw
the framework as flexible, to be overseen by
governments. The authors discuss how the
troubles faced by the Euro have led its member
states to focus on national, as opposed to
collective, responses, a reaction explained by the
resurgence of the battle of economic ideas: rules
vs. discretion, liability vs. solidarity, solvency vs.
liquidity, austerity vs. stimulus. Weaving

together economic analysis and historical
reflection, The Euro and the Battle of Ideas
provides a forensic investigation and a road map
for Europe’s future.
Gold, Dollars, and Power - Francis J. Gavin 2004
"Gavin demonstrates that Bretton Woods was in
fact a highly politicized system that was prone to
crisis and required constant intervention and
controls to continue functioning. More
important, postwar monetary relations were not
a salve to political tensions, as is often
contended.
The Big Three in Economics - Mark Skousen
2007
History comes alive in this fascinating story of
opposing views that continue to play a
fundamental role in today's politics and
economics. The Big Three in Economics traces
the turbulent lives and battle of ideas of the
three most influential economists in world
history: Adam Smith, representing laissez faire;
Karl Marx, reflecting the radical socialist model;
and John Maynard Keynes, symbolizing big
government and the welfare state.
Harry White and the American Creed - James M.
Boughton 2021-11-30
The life of a major figure in twentieth‑century
economic history whose impact has long been
clouded by dubious allegations Although Harry
Dexter White (1892–1948) was arguably the
most important U.S. government economist of
the twentieth century, he is remembered more
for having been accused of being a Soviet agent.
During the Second World War, he became chief
advisor on international financial policy to
Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau, a
role that would take him to Bretton Woods,
where he would make a lasting impact on the
architecture of postwar international finance.
However, charges of espionage, followed by his
dramatic testimony before the House
Un‑American Activities Committee and death
from a heart attack a few days later, obscured
his importance in setting the terms for the
modern global economy. In this book, James
Boughton rehabilitates White, delving into his
life and work and returning him to a central role
as the architect of the world’s financial system.
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