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Coronavirus, Psychoanalysis, and Philosophy - Fernando Castrillón
2021-04-06
Originally published in the European Journal of Psychoanalysis (EJP), the
essays in this volume are a set of responses to the coronavirus crisis by
distinguished philosophers and psychoanalysts from around the globe.
The coronavirus irrupted making swift and deep cuts in the fabric of our
existence: the risks of contagion and indefinite periods of isolation have
radically altered the functioning of society. Pandemics do not wait for
comprehension in order to proliferate. Confusion, sickness, and death
punctuate the failure of governments worldwide to respond. This
collection of writings examines the effects of the pandemic and the
conditions that make possible such a global crisis. The writers provoke
us to consider how capitalism, governmental power, and biopolitics mold
the contours of life and death. The contributors in this collection ignite
urgent political dialogue, address emergent transformations in the social
field and offer perspectives on shifts in subjectivity and psychoanalytic
practice. Beyond providing reflections on the impact of the coronavirus,
the authors point to determinants of how the crisis will unfold and what
may be on the horizon. This book will be invaluable to psychoanalysts,
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psychotherapists, philosophers, and to all those interested in the
implications of the virus for psychoanalytic practice and theory, and the
social, cultural and political spheres of our world.
The Death Algorithm and Other Digital Dilemmas - Roberto Simanowski
2018-12-04
Provocative takes on cyberbullshit, smartphone zombies, instant
gratification, the traffic school of the information highway, and other
philosophical concerns of the Internet age. In The Death Algorithm and
Other Digital Dilemmas, Roberto Simanowski wonders if we are on the
brink of a society that views social, political, and ethical challenges as
technological problems that can be fixed with the right algorithm, the
best data, or the fastest computer. For example, the “death algorithm ” is
programmed into a driverless car to decide, in an emergency, whether to
plow into a group of pedestrians, a mother and child, or a brick wall. Can
such life-and-death decisions no longer be left to the individual human?
In these incisive essays, Simanowski asks us to consider what it means to
be living in a time when the president of the United States declares the
mainstream media to be an enemy of the people—while Facebook
transforms the people into the enemy of mainstream media. Simanowski
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describes smartphone zombies (or “smombies”) who remove themselves
from the physical world to the parallel universe of social media networks;
calls on Adorno to help parse Trump's tweeting; considers transmedia
cannibalism, as written text is transformed into a postliterate object;
compares the economic and social effects of the sharing economy to a
sixteen-wheeler running over a plastic bottle on the road; and explains
why philosophy mat become the most important element in the
automotive and technology industries.
After the Orgy - Dominic Pettman 2002-07-17
Explores the post-Enlightenment obsession with apocalyptic endings.
Saving Beauty - Byung-Chul Han 2017-10-27
Beauty today is a paradox. The cult of beauty is ubiquitous but it has lost
its transcendence and become little more than an aspect of
consumerism, the aesthetic dimension of capitalism. The sublime and
unsettling aspects of beauty have given way to corporeal pleasures and
'likes', resulting in a kind of 'pornography' of beauty. In this book,
cultural theorist Byung-Chul Han reinvigorates aesthetic theory for our
digital age. He interrogates our preoccupation with all things slick and
smooth, from Jeff Koon's sculptures and the iPhone to Brazilian waxing.
Reaching far deeper than our superficial reactions to viral videos and
memes, Han reclaims beauty, showing how it manifests itself as truth,
temptation and even disaster. This wide-ranging and profound
exploration of beauty, encompassing ethical and political considerations
as well as aesthetic, will appeal to all those interested in cultural and
aesthetic theory, philosophy and digital media.
What is Power? - Byung-Chul Han 2018-12-28
Power is a pervasive phenomenon yet there is little consensus on what it
is and how it should be understood. In this book the cultural theorist
Byung-Chul Han develops a fresh and original perspective on the nature
of power, shedding new light on this key feature of social and political
life. Power is commonly defined as a causal relation: an individual’s
power is the cause that produces a change of behaviour in someone else
against the latter’s will. Han rejects this view, arguing that power is
better understood as a mediation between ego and alter which creates a
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complex array of reciprocal interdependencies. Power can also be
exercised not only against the other but also within and through the
other, and this involves a much higher degree of mediation. This
perspective enables us to see that power and freedom are not opposed to
one another but are manifestations of the same power, differing only in
the degree of mediation. This highly original account of power will be of
great interest to students and scholars of philosophy and of social,
political and cultural theory, as well as to anyone seeking to understand
the many ways in which power shapes our lives today.
The Vision Machine - Paul Virilio 1994
" --ChoiceSurveying art history as well as the technologies of war and
urban planning, one of France's leading intellectuals provides an
introduction to a new "logistics of the image."
The Expulsion of the Other - Byung-Chul Han 2018-01-08
The days of the Other are over in this age of excessive communication,
information and consumption. What used to be the Other, be it as friend,
as Eros or as hell, is now indistinguishable from the self in our
narcissistic desire to assimilate everything and everyone until there are
no boundaries left. The result is a 'terror of the Same', lives in which we
no longer pursue knowledge, insight and experience but are instead
reduced to the echo chambers and illusory encounters offered by social
media. In extreme cases, this feeling of disorientation and senselessness
is compensated through self-harm, or even harming others through acts
of terrorism. Byung-Chul Han argues that our times are characterized
not by external repression but by an internal depression, whereby the
destructive pressure comes not from the Other but from the self. It is
only by returning to a society of listeners and lovers, by acknowledging
and desiring the Other, that we can seek to overcome the isolation and
suffering caused by this crushing process of total assimilation.
The Interior Silence - Sarah Sands 2021-11-09
A journey around the world to find tranquility, quiet the mind, and
understand the power of silence. Suffering from information overload
and unable to sleep, acclaimed journalist Sarah Sands tried countless
strategies to de-stress, only to find temporary relief. Searching for
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something different, something lasting, Sands went on a quest to
uncover ancient and proven wisdom for a happier, quieter, and more
compassionate life. In this insightful and beautifully written book, Sands
takes us along on her pilgrimage to ten monasteries around the world. In
the remoteness of these sacred spaces, Sands observes a hidden
knowledge held by monks and nuns—what she calls "the interior silence."
Renouncing the material world, their inner concentration buoys them in
an extraordinary weightlessness and freedom, an oasis of reflection.
Behind the cloistered walls, Sands too finds a clarity of mind and an
unexpected capacity for solitude. From a Coptic desert community in
Egypt to a retreat in the Japanese mountains, discover another way of
being—moving from appetite, envy, and anxiety to compassion and
appreciation. The ultimate remedy for a digital age in which everyone is
talking, and no one is listening, this book reminds us of the importance of
silence and the power of stillness. BEYOND MINDFULNESS: The
trendiness and explosion of books on meditation and mindfulness does
not always solve our modern-day stressors or our fight-or-flight
existence. The Interior Silence goes beyond new-age mindfulness to offer
traditional wisdom from monks for quieting the mind and embracing
simplicity. DISCOVER ANCIENT WISDOM: For spiritual readers and
wisdom seekers, The Interior Silence takes you directly to the root of
these ancient practices, learning from monastic life around the world.
FOR ARMCHAIR TRAVELERS: For readers who enjoyed The Geography
of Bliss, anyone who enjoys learning about new places and cultures, or
for those craving a trip, this book will take you to the countryside's,
deserts, and mountains of Japan, France, Egypt, Greece, and more.
Digital audio edition introduction read by the author.
In the Swarm - Byung-Chul Han 2017-04-07
A prominent German thinker argues that—contrary to “Twitter
Revolution” cheerleading—digital communication is destroying political
discourse and political action. The shitstorm represents an authentic
phenomenon of digital communication. —from In the Swarm Digital
communication and social media have taken over our lives. In this
contrarian reflection on digitized life, Byung-Chul Han counters the
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cheerleaders for Twitter revolutions and Facebook activism by arguing
that digital communication is in fact responsible for the disintegration of
community and public space and is slowly eroding any possibility for real
political action and meaningful political discourse. In the predigital,
analog era, by the time an angry letter to the editor had been composed,
mailed, and received, the immediate agitation had passed. Today, digital
communication enables instantaneous, impulsive reaction, meant to
express and stir up outrage on the spot. “The shitstorm,” writes Han,
”represents an authentic phenomenon of digital communication.”
Meanwhile, the public, the senders and receivers of these
communications have become a digital swarm—not a mass, or a crowd,
or Negri and Hardt's antiquated notion of a “multitude,” but a set of
isolated individuals incapable of forming a “we,” incapable of calling
dominant power relations into question, incapable of formulating a future
because of an obsession with the present. The digital swarm is a
fragmented entity that can focus on individual persons only in order to
make them an object of scandal. Han, one of the most widely read
philosophers in Europe today, describes a society in which information
has overrun thought, in which the same algorithms are employed by
Facebook, the stock market, and the intelligence services. Democracy is
under threat because digital communication has made freedom and
control indistinguishable. Big Brother has been succeeded by Big Data.
Heroes - Franco "Bifo" Berardi 2015-02-03
What is the relationship between capitalism and mental health? In his
most unsettling book to date, Franco “Bifo” Berardi embarks on an
exhilarating journey through philosophy, psychoanalysis and current
events, searching for the social roots of the mental malaise of our age.
Spanning an array of horrors – the Aurora “Joker” killer; Anders Breivik;
American school massacres; the suicide epidemic in Korea and Japan;
and the recent spate of “austerity” suicides in Europe – Heroes dares to
explore the darkest shadow cast by the contemporary obsession with
relentless competition and hyper-connectivity. In a volume that crowns
four decades of radical intellectual work, Berardi develops the
psychoanalytical insights of his friend Félix Guattari and proposes
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dystopian irony as a strategy to disentangle ourselves from the deadly
embrace of absolute capitalism.
Psychopolitics - Byung-Chul Han 2017-12-05
Exploring how neoliberalism has discovered the productive force of the
psyche Byung-Chul Han, a star of German philosophy, continues his
passionate critique of neoliberalism, trenchantly describing a regime of
technological domination that, in contrast to Foucault’s biopower, has
discovered the productive force of the psyche. In the course of discussing
all the facets of neoliberal psychopolitics fueling our contemporary crisis
of freedom, Han elaborates an analytical framework that provides an
original theory of Big Data and a lucid phenomenology of emotion. But
this provocative essay proposes counter models too, presenting a wealth
of ideas and surprising alternatives at every turn.
Good Entertainment - Byung-Chul Han 2019-10-08
A philosopher considers entertainment, in all its totalizing
variety—infotainment, edutainment, servotainment—and traces the
notion through Kant, Zen Buddhism, Heidegger, Kafka, and
Rauschenberg. In Good Entertainment, Byung-Chul Han examines the
notion of entertainment—its contemporary ubiquity, and its philosophical
genealogy. Entertainment today, in all its totalizing variety, has an
apparently infinite capacity for incorporation: infotainment, edutainment,
servotainment, confrontainment. Entertainment is held up as a new
paradigm, even a new credo for being—and yet, in the West, it has had
inescapably negative connotations. Han traces Western ideas of
entertainment, considering, among other things, the scandal that arose
from the first performance of Bach's Saint Matthew's Passion (deemed
too beautiful, not serious enough); Kant's idea of morality as duty and the
entertainment value of moralistic literature; Heidegger's idea of the
thinker as a man of pain; Kafka's hunger artist and the art of negativity,
which takes pleasure in annihilation; and Robert Rauschenberg's refusal
of the transcendent. The history of the West, Han tells us, is a passion
narrative, and passion appears as a killjoy. Achievement is the new
formula for passion, and play is subordinated to production, gamified.
And yet, he argues, at their core, passion and entertainment are not
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entirely different. The pure meaninglessness of entertainment is adjacent
to the pure meaning of passion. The fool's smile resembles the painracked visage of Homo doloris. In Good Entertainment, Han explores this
paradox.
Power - Michel Foucault 2000
"Power," the third and final volume of The New Press's Essential Works
of Foucault series, draws together Foucault's contributions to what he
saw as the still-underdeveloped practice of political analysis. It covers
the domains Foucault helped to make part of the core agenda of Western
political culture--medicine, psychiatry, the penal system, sexuality-illuminating and expanding on the themes of "The Birth of the Clinic,"
"Discipline and Punish," and the first volume of "The History of
Sexuality." "Power" includes previously unpublished lectures, later
writings highlighting Foucault's revolutionary analysis of the politics of
personal conduct and freedom, interviews, and letters that illuminate
Foucault's own political activism.
The Evil Demon of Images - Jean Baudrillard 1987
The Palliative Society - Byung-Chul Han 2021-08-30
Our societies today are characterized by a universal algophobia: a
generalized fear of pain. We strive to avoid all painful conditions – even
the pain of love is treated as suspect. This algophobia extends into
society: less and less space is given to conflicts and controversies that
might prompt painful discussions. It takes hold of politics too: politics
becomes a palliative politics that is incapable of implementing radical
reforms that might be painful, so all we get is more of the same. Faced
with the coronavirus pandemic, the palliative society is transformed into
a society of survival. The virus enters the palliative zone of well-being
and turns it into a quarantine zone in which life is increasingly focused
on survival. And the more life becomes survival, the greater the fear of
death, which has become increasingly visible again. Everywhere, the
prolongation of life at any cost is the preeminent value, and we are
prepared to sacrifice everything that makes life worth living for the sake
of survival. This trenchant analysis of our contemporary societies by one
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of the most original cultural critics of our time will be of interest to a
wide readership.
Psychopolitics - Byung-Chul Han 2017-12-05
Exploring how neoliberalism has discovered the productive force of the
psyche Byung-Chul Han, a star of German philosophy, continues his
passionate critique of neoliberalism, trenchantly describing a regime of
technological domination that, in contrast to Foucault’s biopower, has
discovered the productive force of the psyche. In the course of discussing
all the facets of neoliberal psychopolitics fueling our contemporary crisis
of freedom, Han elaborates an analytical framework that provides an
original theory of Big Data and a lucid phenomenology of emotion. But
this provocative essay proposes counter models too, presenting a wealth
of ideas and surprising alternatives at every turn.
Existential Phenomenology - William A. Luijpen 2011-10-01
Postliberal Politics - Adrian Pabst 2021-06-16
Hyper-capitalism and extreme identity politics are driving us to
distraction. Both destroy the basis of a common life shared across ages
and classes. The COVID-19 crisis could accelerate these tendencies
further, or it could herald something more hopeful: a post-liberal
moment. Adrian Pabst argues that now is the time for an alternative –
postliberalism – that is centred around trust, dignity, and human
relationships. Instead of reverting to the destabilising inhumanity of 'justin-time' free-market globalisation, we could build a politics upon the
sense of localism and community spirit, the valuing of family, place and
belonging, which was a real theme of lockdown. We are not obliged to
put up with the restoration of a broken status quo that erodes trust,
undermines institutions and trashes our precious natural environment.
We could build a pluralist democracy, decentralise the state, and
promote embedded, mutualist markets. This bold book shows that only a
politics which fuses economic justice with social solidarity and ecological
balance can overcome our deep divisions and save us from authoritarian
backlash.
Edges of the State - John Protevi 2019-04-01
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Using philosophical and scientific work to engage the perennial question
of human nature This book takes a look at the formation, and edges, of
states: their breakdowns and attempts to repair them, and their
encounters with non-state peoples. It draws upon anthropology, political
philosophy, neuroscience, evolutionary biology, child developmental
psychology, and other fields to look at states as projects of constructing
“bodies politic,” where the civic and the somatic intersect. John Protevi
asserts that humans are predisposed to “prosociality,” or being
emotionally invested in social partners and patterns. With readings from
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and James C. Scott; a critique of the assumption
of widespread pre-state warfare as a selection pressure for the evolution
of human prosociality and altruism; and an examination of the different
“economies of violence” of state and non-state societies, Edges of the
State sketches a notion of prosocial human nature and its attendant
normative maxims. Forerunners: Ideas First Short books of thought-inprocess scholarship, where intense analysis, questioning, and speculation
take the lead
The Happiness Industry - William Davies 2015-05-12
In winter 2014, a Tibetan monk lectured the world leaders gathered at
Davos on the importance of Happiness. The recent DSM-5, the manual of
all diagnosable mental illnesses, for the first time included shyness and
grief as treatable diseases. Happiness has become the biggest idea of our
age, a new religion dedicated to well-being. In this brilliant dissection of
our times, political economist William Davies shows how this philosophy,
first pronounced by Jeremy Bentham in the 1780s, has dominated the
political debates that have delivered neoliberalism. From a history of
business strategies of how to get the best out of employees, to the
increased level of surveillance measuring every aspect of our lives; from
why experts prefer to measure the chemical in the brain than ask you
how you are feeling, to why Freakonomics tells us less about the way
people behave than expected, The Happiness Industry is an essential
guide to the marketization of modern life. Davies shows that the science
of happiness is less a science than an extension of hyper-capitalism.
Value - Frederick Harry Pitts 2020-12-03
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'Value' seems like an elusive and abstract concept. Nonetheless, notions
of value underpin how we understand our lives, from discussions about
the economic contribution of different kinds of work and productive
activity, to the prices we pay for the things we consume. So what is
value, and where does it come from? In this new book, Frederick Harry
Pitts charts the past, present and future of value within and beyond
capitalist society, critically engaging with key concepts from classical
and neoclassical political economy. Interrogating the processes and
practices that attribute value to objects and activities, he considers
debates over whether value lies within commodities or in their exchange,
the politics of different theories of value, and how we measure value in a
knowledge-based economy. This accessible and intriguing introduction to
the complexities of value in modern society will be essential reading for
any student or scholar working in political economy, economics,
economic sociology or management.
Shanzhai - Byung-Chul Han 2017-10-13
Tracing the thread of “decreation” in Chinese thought, from constantly
changing classical masterpieces to fake cell phones that are better than
the original. Shanzhai is a Chinese neologism that means “fake,”
originally coined to describe knock-off cell phones marketed under such
names as Nokir and Samsing. These cell phones were not crude forgeries
but multifunctional, stylish, and as good as or better than the originals.
Shanzhai has since spread into other parts of Chinese life, with shanzhai
books, shanzhai politicians, shanzhai stars. There is a shanzhai Harry
Potter: Harry Potter and the Porcelain Doll, in which Harry takes on his
nemesis Yandomort. In the West, this would be seen as piracy, or even
desecration, but in Chinese culture, originals are continually
transformed—deconstructed. In this volume in the Untimely Meditations
series, Byung-Chul Han traces the thread of deconstruction, or
“decreation,” in Chinese thought, from ancient masterpieces that invite
inscription and transcription to Maoism—“a kind a shanzhai Marxism,”
Han writes. Han discusses the Chinese concepts of quan, or law, which
literally means the weight that slides back and forth on a scale, radically
different from Western notions of absoluteness; zhen ji, or original,
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determined not by an act of creation but by unending process; xian zhan,
or seals of leisure, affixed by collectors and part of the picture's
composition; fuzhi, or copy, a replica of equal value to the original; and
shanzhai. The Far East, Han writes, is not familiar with such “predeconstructive” factors as original or identity. Far Eastern thought
begins with deconstruction.
Enjoying It - Alfie Bown 2015-12-11
Using a range of ‘case studies’ from Critical Theory to Candy Crush,
‘Gangnam Style’ to Game of Thrones and Football Manager to
Hieronymus Bosch, this book argues that we need to rethink our
enjoyment. Inspired by psychoanalysis, the book offers a new way of
thinking about how we talk about what we enjoy and how we enjoy what
we talk about.
How to Be a Revolutionary - C.A. Davids 2022-02-08
Named one of ESSENCE's "9 South African Entertainers You Should
Know" An extraordinary, ambitious, globe-spanning novel about what we
owe our consciences Fleeing her moribund marriage in Cape Town, Beth
accepts a diplomatic posting to Shanghai. In this anonymous city she
hopes to lose herself in books, wine, and solitude, and to dodge whatever
pangs of conscience she feels for her fealty to a South African regime
that, by the 21st century, has betrayed its early promises. At night, she
hears the sound of typing, and then late one evening Zhao arrives at her
door. They explore hidden Shanghai and discover a shared love of
Langston Hughes--who had his own Chinese and African sojourns. But
then Zhao vanishes, and a typewritten manuscript--chunk by chunk-appears at her doorstep instead. The truths unearthed in this manuscript
cause her to reckon with her own past, and the long-buried story of what
happened to Kay, her fearless, revolutionary friend... Connecting
contemporary Shanghai, late Apartheid-era South Africa, and China
during the Great Leap Forward and the Tiananmen uprising--and
refracting this globe-trotting and time-traveling through Hughes'
confessional letters to a South African protege about the poet's time in
Shanghai--How to Be a Revolutionary is an amazingly ambitious novel.
It's also a heartbreaking exploration of what we owe our countries, our
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consciences, and ourselves.
The Question Concerning Technology in China - Yuk Hui 2019-02-12
A systematic historical survey of Chinese thought is followed by an
investigation of the historical-metaphysical questions of modern
technology, asking how Chinese thought might contribute to a renewed
questioning of globalized technics. Heidegger's critique of modern
technology and its relation to metaphysics has been widely accepted in
the East. Yet the conception that there is only one—originally
Greek—type of technics has been an obstacle to any original critical
thinking of technology in modern Chinese thought. Yuk Hui argues for
the urgency of imagining a specifically Chinese philosophy of technology
capable of responding to Heidegger's challenge, while problematizing
the affirmation of technics and technologies as anthropologically
universal. This investigation of the historical-metaphysical question of
technology, drawing on Lyotard, Simondon, and Stiegler, and
introducing a history of modern Eastern philosophical thinking largely
unknown to Western readers, including philosophers such as Feng
Youlan, Mou Zongsan, and Keiji Nishitani, sheds new light on the
obscurity of the question of technology in China. Why was technics never
thematized in Chinese thought? Why has time never been a real question
for Chinese philosophy? How was the traditional concept of Qi
transformed in its relation to Dao as China welcomed technological
modernity and westernization? In The Question Concerning Technology
in China, a systematic historical survey of the major concepts of
traditional Chinese thinking is followed by a startlingly original
investigation of these questions, in order to ask how Chinese thought
might today contribute to a renewed, cosmotechnical questioning of
globalized technics.
The Meaning of Trump - Brian Francis Culkin 2018-06-29
The election of Donald Trump was a shattering moment to the political
sensibilities of America; immediately sending the country into a frenzy of
commentary, critique, and a never-ending media coverage that has
bordered on the absurd. But the question still remains: what does it all
mean? The Meaning of Trump is an ideological critique that sees the
psychopolitics-neoliberalism-and-new-technologies-of-power-verso-futures

election of Donald Trump as a completely natural progression to the
general trajectory of digitized technologies, neoliberalism, and a new
breed of financialized capitalism; destructive global forces that know no
party affiliation or national boundary. Although Donald Trump is
undoubtedly the symptom that has exploded to the surface after nearly
four decades of failed policies and broken promises by both Republicans
and Democrats alike, his election can also be seen as an existential fork
in the road for both the United States and even humanity itself. What
path is taken still remains to be seen.
Politigram and the Post-Left - Joshua Citarella 2021-08-17
A unique look into young online memetic subcultures where gen Z teens
explore radical politics such as: eco-extremism, neoreaction, anarchoprimitivism, transhumanism, anarcho-capitalism, alt-right, post-left,
egoism and cyber-nihilism.
The Worst Is Yet to Come - Peter Fleming 2019-01-15
Capitalism is about to commit suicide and is threatening to take us down
with it. But will it give way to a grand social utopia or the beginning of a
new dark age... albeit WiFi enabled? The Worst is Yet to Come explores
the disturbing possibility that the current crisis of neoliberal capitalism
isn’t going to spawn an emancipatory renaissance, but a world that is
much, much worse. Wealthy CEOs see it. They’ve been purchasing
isolated bunker-retreats in New Zealand for when the shit goes down.
Our politicians know it too, and are frantically transforming the liberal
state into a militarized machine. Scientists are either uselessly decrying
the looming eco-catastrophe or jumping on the opportunity to conduct
ever-reckless experiments with the human genome. The animal kingdom
is retreating from the scene in terrible silence, preferring the swift
demise of the abattoir’s bolt-gun than witnessing what is about to
happen. Yet some of us are still ignoring the warning signs, choosing
instead to remain cheerfully optimistic, believing that society has
probably hit rock bottom and the only way is up. This book argues the
opposite. What if we haven’t hit rock bottom and are on the precipice of
something much worse? And what if were too late? But this grim
prospect isn't submitted in the name of millennial fatalism or hopeless
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resignation. On the contrary, if our grandchildren are to survive the
implosion of capitalism – for the chances we will are fairly slim – then a
realistic picture of the nightmare to come is crucial. Only an unwavering
attitude of “revolutionary pessimism” will help us to prepare accordingly.
For the apocalypse will almost certainly be disappointing.
Preliminary Materials for a Theory of the Young-Girl - Tiqqun 2012-06-22
A theoretical dissection of capitalism's ultimate form of merchandise: the
living spectacle of the Young-Girl. The Young-Girl is not always young;
more and more frequently, she is not even female. She is the figure of
total integration in a disintegrating social totality. —from Theory of the
Young-Girl First published in France in 1999, Preliminary Materials for a
Theory of the Young-Girl dissects the impossibility of love under Empire.
The Young-Girl is consumer society's total product and model citizen:
whatever “type” of Young-Girl she may embody, whether by whim or
concerted performance, she can only seduce by consuming. Filled with
the language of French women's magazines, rooted in Proust's figure of
Albertine and the amusing misery of (teenage) romance in Witold
Gombrowicz's Ferdydurke, and informed by Pierre Klossowski's notion of
“living currency” and libidinal economy, Preliminary Materials for a
Theory of the Young-Girl diagnoses—and makes visible—a phenomenon
that is so ubiquitous as to have become transparent. In the years since
the book's first publication in French, the worlds of fashion, shopping,
seduction plans, makeover projects, and eating disorders have moved
beyond the comparatively tame domain of paper magazines into the
perpetual accessibility of Internet culture. Here the Young-Girl can seek
her own reflection in corporate universals and social media exchanges of
“personalities” within the impersonal realm of the marketplace. Tracing
consumer society's colonization of youth and sexuality through the
Young-Girl's “freedom” (in magazine terms) to do whatever she wants
with her body, Tiqqun exposes the rapaciously competitive and
psychically ruinous landscape of modern love.
Capitalism and the Death Drive - Byung-Chul Han 2021-05-18
What we call growth today is in fact a tumorous growth, a cancerous
proliferation which is disrupting the social organism. These tumours
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endlessly metastasize and grow with an inexplicable, deadly vitality. At a
certain point this growth is no longer productive, but rather destructive.
Capitalism passed this point long ago. Its destructive forces cause not
only ecological and social catastrophes but also mental collapse. The
destructive compulsion to perform combines self-affirmation and selfdestruction in one. We optimize ourselves to death. Brutal competition
ends in destruction. It produces an emotional coldness and indifference
towards others as well as towards one’s own self. The devastating
consequences of capitalism suggest that a death drive is at work. Freud
initially introduced the death drive hesitantly, but later admitted that he
‘couldn’t think beyond it’ as the idea of the death drive became
increasingly central to his thought. Today, it is impossible to think about
capitalism without considering the death drive.
The Agony of Eros - Byung-Chul Han 2017-04-07
An argument that love requires the courage to accept self-negation for
the sake of discovering the Other. Byung-Chul Han is one of the most
widely read philosophers in Europe today, a member of the new
generation of German thinkers that includes Markus Gabriel and Armen
Avanessian. In The Agony of Eros, a bestseller in Germany, Han
considers the threat to love and desire in today's society. For Han, love
requires the courage to accept self-negation for the sake of discovering
the Other. In a world of fetishized individualism and technologically
mediated social interaction, it is the Other that is eradicated, not the self.
In today's increasingly narcissistic society, we have come to look for love
and desire within the “inferno of the same.” Han offers a survey of the
threats to Eros, drawing on a wide range of sources—Lars von Trier's
film Melancholia, Wagner's Tristan und Isolde, Fifty Shades of Grey,
Michel Foucault (providing a scathing critique of Foucault's valorization
of power), Martin Buber, Hegel, Baudrillard, Flaubert, Barthes, Plato,
and others. Han considers the “pornographication” of society, and shows
how pornography profanes eros; addresses capitalism's leveling of
essential differences; and discusses the politics of eros in today's
“burnout society.” To be dead to love, Han argues, is to be dead to
thought itself. Concise in its expression but unsparing in its insight, The
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Agony of Eros is an important and provocative entry in Han's ongoing
analysis of contemporary society. This remarkable essay, an intellectual
experience of the first order, affords one of the best ways to gain full
awareness of and join in one of the most pressing struggles of the day:
the defense, that is to say—as Rimbaud desired it—the “reinvention” of
love. —from the foreword by Alain Badiou
Cold Intimacies - Eva Illouz 2013-04-23
It is commonly assumed that capitalism has created an a-emotional world
dominated by bureaucratic rationality; that economic behavior conflicts
with intimate, authentic relationships; that the public and private
spheres are irremediably opposed to each other; and that true love is
opposed to calculation and self-interest. Eva Illouz rejects these
conventional ideas and argues that the culture of capitalism has fostered
an intensely emotional culture in the workplace, in the family, and in our
own relationship to ourselves. She argues that economic relations have
become deeply emotional, while close, intimate relationships have
become increasingly defined by economic and political models of
bargaining, exchange, and equity. This dual process by which emotional
and economic relationships come to define and shape each other is called
emotional capitalism. Illouz finds evidence of this process of emotional
capitalism in various social sites: self-help literature, women's
magazines, talk shows, support groups, and the Internet dating sites.
How did this happen? What are the social consequences of the current
preoccupation with emotions? How did the public sphere become
saturated with the exposure of private life? Why does suffering occupy a
central place in contemporary identity? How has emotional capitalism
transformed our romantic choices and experiences? Building on and
revising the intellectual legacy of critical theory, this book addresses
these questions and offers a new interpretation of the reasons why the
public and the private, the economic and the emotional spheres have
become inextricably intertwined.
Weariness of the Self - Alain Ehrenberg 2010
Depression, once a subfield of neurosis, has become the most diagnosed
mental disorder in the world. Why and how has depression become such
psychopolitics-neoliberalism-and-new-technologies-of-power-verso-futures

a topical illness and what does it tell us about changing ideas of the
individual and society? Alain Ehrenberg investigates the history of
depression and depressive symptoms across twentieth-century
psychiatry, showing that identifying depression is far more difficult than
a simple diagnostic distinction between normal and pathological sadness
- the one constant in the history of depression is its changing definition.
Drawing on the accumulated knowledge of a lifetime devoted to the
study of the individual in modern democratic society, Ehrenberg shows
that the phenomenon of modern depression is not a construction of the
pharmaceutical industry but a pathology arising from inadequacy in a
social context where success is attributed to, and expected of, the
autonomous individual. In so doing, he provides both a novel and
convincing description of the illness that clarifies the intertwining
relationship between its diagnostic history and changes in social norms
and values. The first book to offer both a global sociological view of
contemporary depression and a detailed description of psychiatric
reasoning and its transformation - from the invention of electroshock
therapy to mass consumption of Prozac - The Weariness of the Self offers
a compelling exploration of depression as social fact.
The New Aesthetics of Deculturation - Thorsten Botz-Bornstein
2019-08-22
What are the predominant aesthetics of the twenty-first century?
Thorsten Botz-Bornstein argues that deculturation, embodied by the
conspicuous vulgarity of kitsch, is the overriding visual language of our
times. Drawing on the work of Islam scholar Olivier Roy, who argued that
religious fundamentalism arises when religion is separated from the
indigenous cultural values, Botz-Bornstein shows that the production of
'absolute' truths through deculturation also exists in contemporary
education. The neoliberal environment has separated learning from
culture by emphasizing standardization and quantified learning
outcomes. In a globalized environment, the idea of culture is no longer
available as a referent; instead we are taught to rely on the culturally
neutral term 'excellence'. For Botz-Bornstein, this is an absolute value
similar to the 'truth' of religious fundamentalists. Similarly, kitsch is
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what happens when aesthetic values are separated from cultural
contexts. Kitsch is aesthetic fundamentalism. Kitsch aesthetics are an
aesthetics of excellence. The consumption of kitsch can be understood as
an intrinsically narcissistic impulse, reinforced by social media,
individuals recycling their own selves without being confronted with the
culture of the “other.” The existence of self-centred “alternative truths”,
fake news and conspiracy theories and selfies are linked together in the
fundamentalism–neoliberalism–kitsch pattern. Including analysis of the
intersections of 'cute', 'excellent', 'sublime', and 'interesting' in
contemporary aesthetic culture, this is a journey through philosophy,
psychology and cultural theory, redefining a new aesthetics of
deculturation.
The Scent of Time - Byung-Chul Han 2017-09-25
In his philosophical reflections on the art of lingering, acclaimed cultural
theorist Byung-Chul Han argues that the value we attach today to the
vita activa is producing a crisis in our sense of time. Our attachment to
the vita activa creates an imperative to work which degrades the human
being into a labouring animal, an animal laborans. At the same time, the
hyperactivity which characterizes our daily routines robs human beings
of the capacity to linger and the faculty of contemplation. It therefore
becomes impossible to experience time as fulfilling. Drawing on a range
of thinkers including Heidegger, Nietzsche and Arendt, Han argues that
we can overcome this temporal crisis only by revitalizing the vita
contemplativa and relearning the art of lingering. For what distinguishes
humans from other animals is the capacity for reflection and
contemplation, and when life regains this capacity, this art of lingering, it
gains in time and space, in duration and vastness.
The Burnout Society - Byung-Chul Han 2015-08-12
Our competitive, service-oriented societies are taking a toll on the latemodern individual. Rather than improving life, multitasking, "userfriendly" technology, and the culture of convenience are producing
disorders that range from depression to attention deficit disorder to
borderline personality disorder. Byung-Chul Han interprets the
spreading malaise as an inability to manage negative experiences in an
psychopolitics-neoliberalism-and-new-technologies-of-power-verso-futures

age characterized by excessive positivity and the universal availability of
people and goods. Stress and exhaustion are not just personal
experiences, but social and historical phenomena as well. Denouncing a
world in which every against-the-grain response can lead to further
disempowerment, he draws on literature, philosophy, and the social and
natural sciences to explore the stakes of sacrificing intermittent
intellectual reflection for constant neural connection.
Where Are We Now? - Giorgio Agamben 2021-04-30
"First English-language edition published in Great Britain in 2021 by
ERIS, an imprint of Urtext Ltd. This edition published by arrangement
with ERIS."
Living in Disneyland - Alex Mazey 2020-10-30
Living in Disneyland is a short - yet urgent - tour de force exploration of
late-stage capitalism, told through the lens of a Baudrillardian
perspective. Through an aphoristic and epigrammatic style, Alex Mazey
delves into the absurd (hyper)realities of contemporary living, attempting
to decipher and understand 'what it means to observe surrealism in the
21st Century, to feel as if you must be dreaming.'
The Disappearance of Rituals - Byung-Chul Han 2020-09-08
Untrammelled neoliberalism and the inexorable force of production have
produced a 21st century crisis of community: a narcissistic cult of
authenticity and mass turning-inward are among the pathologies
engendered by it. We are individuals afloat in an atomised society, where
the loss of the symbolic structures inherent in ritual behaviour has led to
overdependence on the contingent to steer identity. Avoiding saccharine
nostalgia for the rituals of the past, Han provides a genealogy of their
disappearance as a means of diagnosing the pathologies of the present.
He juxtaposes a community without communication – where the intensity
of togetherness in silent recognition provides structure and meaning – to
today’s communication without community, which does away with
collective feelings and leaves individuals exposed to exploitation and
manipulation by neoliberal psycho-politics. The community that is
invoked everywhere today is an atrophied and commoditized community
that lacks the symbolic power to bind people together. For Han, it is only
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the mutual praxis of recognition borne by the ritualistic sharing of the
symbolic between members of a community which creates the footholds
of objectivity allowing us to make sense of time. This new book by one of
the most creative cultural theorists writing today will be of interest to a
wide readership.
Psychology and Politics - Anna Borgos 2019-10-01
Psy-sciences (psychology, psychiatry, psychoanalysis, pedagogy,
criminology, special education, etc.) have been connected to politics in
different ways since the early twentieth century. Here in twenty-two
essays scholars address a variety of these intersections from a historical
perspective. The chapters include such diverse topics as the cultural
history of psychoanalysis, the complicated relationship between
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psychoanalysis and the occult, and the struggles for dominance between
the various schools of psychology. They show the ambivalent positions of
the "psy" sciences in the dictatorships and authoritarian regimes of Nazi
Germany, East European communism, Latin-American military
dictatorships, and South African apartheid, revealing the crucial role of
psychology in legitimating and "normalizing" these regimes. The authors
also discuss the ideological and political aspects of mental health and
illness in Hungary, Germany, post-WW1 Transylvania, and Russia. Other
chapters describe the attempt by critical psychology to understand the
production of academic, therapeutic, and everyday psychological
knowledge in the context of the power relations of modern capitalist
societies.
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