The Archaeology Of Early China From
Prehistory To The Han Dynasty
As recognized, adventure as skillfully as experience more or less lesson, amusement, as capably as
pact can be gotten by just checking out a books The Archaeology Of Early China From
Prehistory To The Han Dynasty furthermore it is not directly done, you could take even more in
this area this life, just about the world.
We give you this proper as without difficulty as easy pretension to acquire those all. We manage to
pay for The Archaeology Of Early China From Prehistory To The Han Dynasty and numerous book
collections from fictions to scientific research in any way. in the midst of them is this The
Archaeology Of Early China From Prehistory To The Han Dynasty that can be your partner.

The Earliest China - Hong Xu 2021-12-16
“The Earliest China” is the first archaeological
book in China to translate in the dominant
language of the world on the origin of Chinese
ancient civilization in the Central Plains and the
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

study of Xia dynastic culture. It shows readers
all over the world the outstanding achievements
in the study of the formation of early state in
China and is the first English translation
monograph on the birth history of the first
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dynasty of Hua-Xia nation from the perspective
of archaeology. With the specific archaeological
data on the basis of excavations and
investigation conducted in recent years, this
book focuses on the interpretation of the rise
and development of the ancient civilization
having initially appeared in the Central Plain of
China and even in the Eastern Asia. The book
contents include abundant manifestations of the
first flourishing civilization especially at the
Erlitou site along the Yi and Luo Rivers,
characteristic of ultra-large capital city, palace
buildings, elaborate bronze vessels, and
stratified social organization. With the
combination of previously literature, the original
author attempts to further explain how the
earliest China, a royal-powered, and large-scaled
state, emerged four thousand years ago. In this
book, the analysis on a comprehensive landscape
of the ancient civilization prior to the Shang
Dynasty leads the point of views, distinctively
from the traditional historical perspectives. With
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

a global perspective, he further compares with
other significant civilizations in the world and
also points out cultural communications between
the early China and other external cultures in
the Bronze Age. Therefore, this book, the
Earliest China of English translated version, is
so appropriate to be recommended to foreign
scholars and sinologists, as well as everyone
who has been attracted by China’s charm
overseas. With book contents, ideas, and
thoughts that it contains, one can easily
acknowledge the goals, methods, and
reconstruction process of China’s prehistory, so
English readers will acknowledge so well about
the Chinese Archaeology in the Bronze Age,
which does vary in many aspects from that of
European and American.
Early China - Li Feng 2013-12-30
A critical new interpretation of the early history
of Chinese civilization based on the most recent
scholarship and archaeological discoveries.
Prehistory - Colin Renfrew 2009-08-11
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In Prehistory, the award-winning archaeologist
and renowned scholar Colin Renfrew covers
human existence before the advent of written
records–the overwhelming majority of our time
here on earth–and gives an incisive, concise, and
lively survey of the past, and of how scholars and
scientists labor to bring it to light. Renfrew
begins by looking at prehistory as a discipline,
detailing how breakthroughs such as
radiocarbon dating and DNA analysis have
helped us to define humankind’s past–how
things have changed–much more clearly than
was possible just a half century ago. As for why
things have changed, Renfrew pinpoints some of
the issues and challenges, past and present, that
confront the study of prehistory and its
investigators. Renfrew then offers a summary of
human prehistory from early hominids to the rise
of literate civilization that is refreshingly free of
conventional wisdom and grand “unified”
theories. In this invaluable account, Colin
Renfrew delivers a meticulously researched and
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

passionately argued chronicle about our life on
earth–and our ongoing quest to understand it.
Routledge Handbook of Early Chinese History Paul R. Goldin 2018-05-15
The study of early China has been radically
transformed over the past fifty years by
archaeological discoveries, including both
textual and non-textual artefacts. Excavations of
settlements and tombs have demonstrated that
most people did not lead their lives in
accordance with ritual canons, while previously
unknown documents have shown that most
received histories were written retrospectively
by victors and present a correspondingly
anachronistic perspective. This handbook
provides an authoritative survey of the major
periods of Chinese history from the Neolithic era
to the fall of the Latter Han Empire and the end
of antiquity (AD 220). It is the first volume to
include not only a comprehensive review of
political history but also detailed treatments of
topics that transcend particular historical
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periods, such as: Warfare and political thought
Cities and agriculture Language and art
Medicine and mathematics Providing a detailed
analysis of the most up-to-date research by
leading scholars in the field of early Chinese
history, this book will be useful to students and
scholars of Chinese history, Asian archaeology,
and Chinese studies in general.
The Archaeology of China - Li Liu 2012-04-30
This book explores the roles of agricultural
development and advancing social complexity in
the processes of state formation in China. Over a
period of about 10,000 years, it follows
evolutionary trajectories of society from the last
Paleolithic hunting-gathering groups, through
Neolithic farming villages, and on to the Bronze
Age Shang dynasty in the latter half of the
second millennium BC. Li Liu and Xingcan Chen
demonstrate that sociopolitical evolution was
multicentric and shaped by inter-polity
factionalism and competition, as well as by the
many material technologies introduced from
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

other parts of the world. The book illustrates
how ancient Chinese societies were transformed
during this period from simple to complex, tribal
to urban, and preliterate to literate.
Ancient Lives - Brian M. Fagan 2016-01-20
Theory and Methods in Archaeology and
Prehistory Written for complete beginners in a
narrative style, Ancient Lives is aimed at
introductory courses in archaeology and
prehistory that cover archaeological methods
and theory, as well as world prehistory. The first
half of Ancient Lives covers the basic principles,
methods, and theoretical approaches of
archaeology. The second half is devoted to a
summary of the major developments of human
prehistory: the origins of humankind and the
archaic world, the origins and spread of modern
humans, the emergence of food production, and
the beginnings of civilization. Learning Goals
Upon completing this book, readers should be
able to: Understand the basic principles of
archaeology Summarize the major developments
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of human prehistory
Social Memory and State Formation in Early
China - Min Li 2018-05-24
A thought-provoking book on the archaeology of
power, knowledge, social memory, and the
emergence of classical tradition in early China.
Ancient Central China - Rowan K. Flad
2013-01-21
Ancient Central China provides an up-to-date
synthesis of archaeological discoveries in the
upper and middle Yangzi River region of China,
including the Three Gorges Dam reservoir zone.
It focuses on the Late Neolithic (late third
millennium BC) through the end of the Bronze
Age (late first millennium BC) and considers
regional and interregional cultural relationships
in light of anthropological models of landscape.
Rowan K. Flad and Pochan Chen show that
centers and peripheries of political, economic
and ritual activities were not coincident, and
that politically peripheral regions such as the
Three Gorges were crucial hubs in interregional
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

economic networks, particularly related to
prehistoric salt production. The book provides
detailed discussions of recent archaeological
discoveries and data from the Chengdu Plain,
Three Gorges and Hubei to illustrate how these
various components of regional landscape were
configured across Central China.
The Oxford Handbook of Early China - Elizabeth
Childs-Johnson 2020-11-09
The Oxford Handbook on Early China brings 30
scholars together to cover early China from the
Neolithic through Warring States periods (ca
5000-500BCE). The study is chronological and
incorporates a multidisciplinary approach,
covering topics from archaeology, anthropology,
art history, architecture, music, and metallurgy,
to literature, religion, paleography, cosmology,
religion, prehistory, and history.
The Archaeology of Early China - Gideon
Shelach-Lavi 2015-01-26
This book covers Chinese archaeology from the
first people to the unification of the empire,
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emphasizing cultural variations and
interregional contact.
A Companion to Chinese Archaeology - Anne
P. Underhill 2013-02-26
A Companion to Chinese Archaeology is an
unprecedented, newresource on the current
state of archaeological research in one ofthe
world’s oldest civilizations. It presents a
collection ofreadings from leading
archaeologists in China and elsewhere
thatprovide diverse interpretations about social
and economicorganization during the Neolithic
period and early BronzeAge. An unprecedented
collection of original contributions
frominternational scholars and collaborative
archaeological teamsconducting research on the
Chinese mainland and Taiwan Makes available
for the first time in English the work ofleading
archaeologists in China Provides a
comprehensive view of research in key
geographicregions of China Offers diverse
methodological and theoretical approaches
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

tounderstanding China’s past, beginning with
the era ofestablished agricultural villages from
c. 7000 B.C. through to theend of the Shang
dynastic period in c. 1045 B.C.
Southeast Asia - Ian Glover 2004
This comprehensive and absorbing book traces
the cultural history of Southeast Asia from
prehistoric (especially Neolithic, Bronze-Iron
age) times through to the major Hindu and
Buddhist civilizations, to around AD 1300.
Southeast Asia has recently attracted
archaeological attention as the locus for the first
recorded sea crossings; as the region of origin
for the Austronesian population dispersal across
the Pacific from Neolithic times; as an arena for
the development of archaeologically-rich
Neolithic, and metal using communities,
especially in Thailand and Vietnam, and as the
backdrop for several unique and strikingly
monumental Indic civilizations, such as the
Khmer civilization centred around Angkor.
Southeast Asia is invaluable to anyone interested
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in the full history of the region.
The Prehistory of the Silk Road - Elena Efimovna
Kuz mina 2008
Kuzmina combines detailed research in
archaeology with evidence from physical
anthropology, linguistics, and other fields to look
at the history of the Eurasian steppe before the
great trade routes along the 'Silk Road' became
established.
The Archaeology of Early China - Gideon
Shelach-Lavi 2015-01-26
This volume aims to satisfy a pressing need for
an updated account of Chinese archaeology. It
covers an extended time period from the earliest
peopling of China to the unification of the
Chinese Empire some two thousand years ago.
The geographical coverage includes the
traditional focus on the Yellow River basin but
also covers China's many other regions. Among
the topics covered are the emergence of
agricultural communities; the establishment of a
sedentary way of life; the development of
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

sociopolitical complexity; advances in lithic
technology, ceramics, and metallurgy; and the
appearance of writing, large-scale public works,
cities, and states. Particular emphasis is placed
on the great cultural variations that existed
among the different regions and the
development of interregional contacts among
those societies.
Archaeology of the Chinese Bronze Age Roderick B. Campbell 2014-12-31
Archaeology of the Chinese Bronze Age is a
synthesis of recent Chinese archaeological work
on the second millennium BCE--the period
associated with China's first dynasties and East
Asia's first "states." With a focus on early China's
great metropolitan centers in the Central Plains
and their hinterlands, this work attempts to
contextualize them within their wider zones of
interaction from the Yangtze to the edge of the
Mongolian steppe, and from the Yellow Sea to
the Tibetan plateau and the Gansu corridor.
Analyzing the complexity of early Chinese
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culture history, and the variety and development
of its urban formations, Roderick Campbell
explores East Asia's divergent developmental
paths and re-examines its deep past to
contribute to a more nuanced understanding of
China's Early Bronze Age.
The Cambridge History of Ancient China Michael Loewe 1999-03-13
The Cambridge History of Ancient China
provides a survey of the institutional and
cultural history of pre-imperial China.
Archaeological Approaches to Technology Heather Margaret-Louise Miller 2017-03-02
This book is designed for upper-division
undergraduate and graduate level archaeology
students taking courses in ancient technologies,
archaeological craft production, material
culture, the history of technology, archaeometry,
and field methods. This text can also serve as a
general introduction and a reference for
archaeologists, material culture specialists in
socio-cultural disciplines, and
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

engineers/scientists interested in the
backgrounds and histories of their disciplines.
The study of ancient technologies, that is, the
ways in which objects and materials were made
and used can reveal insights into economic,
social, political, and ritual realms of the past.
This book summarizes the current state of
ancient technology studies by emphasizing
methodologies, some major technologies, and
the questions and issues that drive
archaeologists in their consideration of these
technologies. It shows the ways that technology
studies can be used by archaeologists working
anywhere, on any type of society and it
embraces an orientation toward the practical,
not the philosophical. It compares the range of
pre-industrial technologies, from stone tool
production, fiber crafts, wood and bone working,
fired clay crafts, metal production, and glass
manufacture. It includes socially contextualized
case studies, as well as general descriptions of
technological processes. It discusses essential
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terminology (technology, material culture,
chaine operatoire, etc.), primarily from the
perspective of how these terms are used by
archaeologists.
These Bones Shall Rise Again - David N.
Keightley 2014-08-13
David N. Keightleys seminal essays on the
origins of Chinese society are brought together
in one volume. These Bones Shall Rise Again
brings together in one volume many of David N.
Keightleys seminal essays on the origins of
early Chinese civilization. Written over a period
of three decades and accessible to the nonspecialist, these essays provide a wealth of
information and insights on the Shang dynasty,
traditionally dated 17661122 or 1056 BCE. Of
all the eras of Chinese history, the Shang has
been a particularly elusive one, long considered
more myth than reality. A historian with a keen
appreciation for anthropology and archaeology,
Keightley has given us many descriptions of
Shang life. Best known for his analysis of oracle
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

bones, he has looked beyond the bones
themselves and expanded his historical vision to
ponder the lives of those who used them. What
did the Shang diviner think he was doing? The
temerity to ask such questions and the insights
they have provided have been provocative and,
at times, controversial. Equally intriguing have
been Keightleys assertions that many of the
distinctive features of Chinese civilization were
already in evidence during the Shang, 3000
years ago. In this collection, readers will find not
only an essential reference but also the best kind
of thought-provoking scholarship.
Salt Production and Social Hierarchy in
Ancient China - Rowan K. Flad 2011-07-18
This book examines the organization of
specialized salt production at Zhongba, one of
the most important prehistoric sites in the Three
Gorges of China's Yangzi River valley. Rowan K.
Flad demonstrates that salt production emerged
in the second millennium BCE and developed
into a large-scale, intense activity. As the
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intensity of this activity increased during the
early Bronze Age, production became more
coordinated, perhaps by an emergent elite who
appear to have supported their position of
authority by means of divination and the control
of ritual knowledge. This study explores
evidence of these changes in ceramics, the
layout of space at the site and animal remains. It
synthesizes the data retrieved from years of
excavation, showing not only the evolution of
production methods, but also the emergence of
social hierarchy in the Three Gorges region over
two millennia.
The Prehistoric Maritime Frontier of Southeast
China - Chunming Wu 2021-10-05
This open access book presents multidisciplinary
research on the cultural history, ethnic
connectivity, and oceanic transportation of the
ancient Indigenous Bai Yue (百越) in the
prehistoric maritime region of southeast China
and southeast Asia. In this maritime Frontier of
China, historical documents demonstrate the
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

development of the “barbarian” Bai Yue and
Island Yi (岛夷) and their cultural interaction with
the northern Huaxia (华夏) in early Chinese
civilization within the geopolitical order of the
“Central State-Four Peripheries Barbarians-Four
Seas”. Archaeological typologies of the
prehistoric remains reveal a unique cultural
tradition dominantly originating from the local
Paleolithic age and continuing to early
Neolithization across this border region. Further
analysis of material culture from the Neolithic to
the Early Iron Age proves the stability and
resilience of the indigenous cultures even with
the migratory expansion of Huaxia and Han (汉)
from north to south. Ethnographical
investigations of aboriginal heritage highlight
their native cultural context, seafaring
technology and navigation techniques, and their
interaction with Austronesian and other foreign
maritime ethnicities. In a word, this manuscript
presents a new perspective on the unique
cultural landscape of indigenous ethnicities in
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southeast China with thousands of years’ stable
tradition, a remarkable maritime orientation and
overseas cultural hybridization in the coastal
region of southeast China.
Shamans, Queens, and Figurines - Sarah
Milledge Nelson 2016-07
Sarah Nelson, recognized as one of the key
figures in studying gender in the ancient world
and women in archaeology, brings together
much of the work she has done over three
decades into a single volume. The book covers
her theoretical contributions, her extensive
studies of gender in the archaeology of East
Asia, and her literary work on the subject.
Included with the selections of her writing-taken from diverse articles and books published
in a variety of places-- is an illuminating
commentary about the development of her
professional and personal understanding of how
gender plays out in ancient societies and modern
universities and her current thinking on both
topics.
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

Liangzhu Culture - Bin Liu 2019-11-20
The Liangzhu Culture (3,300-2,300 BC)
represented the peak of prehistoric cultural and
social development in the Yangtze Delta. With a
wide sphere of influence centred near presentday Hangzhou City, Liangzhu City is considered
one of the earliest urban centres in prehistoric
China. Although it remains a mystery for many
in the West, Liangzhu is well known in China for
its fine jade-crafting industry; its enormous,
well-structured earthen palatial compound and
recently discovered hydraulic system; and its
far-flung impact on contemporary and
succeeding cultures. The archaeological ruins of
Liangzhu City were added to the UNESCO World
Cultural Heritage List in July 2019. Liangzhu
Culture contextualises Liangzhu in broad socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds and provides
new, first-hand data to help explain the
development and structure of this early urban
centre. Among its many insights, the volume
reveals how elites used jade as a means of
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acquiring social power, and how Liangzhu and
its centre stand in comparison to other
prehistoric urban centres in the world. This
book, the first of its kind published in the
English language, will be a useful guide to
students at all levels interested in the material
culture and social structures of prehistoric China
and beyond.
The Earliest China - Hong Xu 2021-11-09
“The Earliest China” is the first archaeological
book in China to translate in the dominant
language of the world on the origin of Chinese
ancient civilization in the Central Plains and the
study of Xia dynastic culture. It shows readers
all over the world the outstanding achievements
in the study of the formation of early state in
China and is the first English translation
monograph on the birth history of the first
dynasty of Hua-Xia nation from the perspective
of archaeology. With the specific archaeological
data on the basis of excavations and
investigation conducted in recent years, this
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

book focuses on the interpretation of the rise
and development of the ancient civilization
having initially appeared in the Central Plain of
China and even in the Eastern Asia. The book
contents include abundant manifestations of the
first flourishing civilization especially at the
Erlitou site along the Yi and Luo Rivers,
characteristic of ultra-large capital city, palace
buildings, elaborate bronze vessels, and
stratified social organization. With the
combination of previously literature, the original
author attempts to further explain how the
earliest China, a royal-powered, and large-scaled
state, emerged four thousand years ago. In this
book, the analysis on a comprehensive landscape
of the ancient civilization prior to the Shang
Dynasty leads the point of views, distinctively
from the traditional historical perspectives. With
a global perspective, he further compares with
other significant civilizations in the world and
also points out cultural communications between
the early China and other external cultures in
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the Bronze Age. Therefore, this book, the
Earliest China of English translated version, is
so appropriate to be recommended to foreign
scholars and sinologists, as well as everyone
who has been attracted by China’s charm
overseas. With book contents, ideas, and
thoughts that it contains, one can easily
acknowledge the goals, methods, and
reconstruction process of China’s prehistory, so
English readers will acknowledge so well about
the Chinese Archaeology in the Bronze Age,
which does vary in many aspects from that of
European and American.
Astrology and Cosmology in Early China - David
W. Pankenier 2013-10-10
The ancient Chinese were profoundly influenced
by the Sun, Moon and stars, making persistent
efforts to mirror astral phenomena in shaping
their civilization. In this pioneering text, David
W. Pankenier introduces readers to a seriously
understudied field, illustrating how astronomy
shaped the culture of China from the very
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

beginning and how it influenced areas as
disparate as art, architecture, calendrical
science, myth, technology, and political and
military decision-making. As elsewhere in the
ancient world, there was no positive distinction
between astronomy and astrology in ancient
China, and so astrology, or more precisely, astral
omenology, is a principal focus of the book.
Drawing on a broad range of sources, including
archaeological discoveries, classical texts,
inscriptions and paleography, this thoughtprovoking book documents the role of
astronomical phenomena in the development of
the 'Celestial Empire' from the late Neolithic
through the late imperial period.
The Formation of Chinese Civilization Kwang-chih Chang 2005-01-01
Paleolithic sites from one million years ago,
Neolithic sites with extraordinary jade and
ceramic artifacts, excavated tombs and palaces
of the Shang and Zhou dynasties--all these are
part of the archaeological riches of China. This
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magnificent book surveys China's archaeological
remains and in the process rewrites the early
history of the world's most enduring civilization.
Eminent scholars from China and America show
how archaeological evidence establishes that
Chinese culture did not spread from a single
central area, as was long assumed, but emerged
out of geographically diverse, interacting
Neolithic cultures. Taking us to the great
archaeological finds of the past hundred years-tombs, temples, palaces, cities--they shed new
light on many aspects of Chinese life. With a
wealth of fascinating detail and hundreds of
reproductions of archaeological discoveries,
including very recent ones, this book is an
invaluable resource for anyone interested in
Chinese antiquity and Chinese views on the
formation of their own civilization.
The Imperial Network in Ancient China Maxim Korolkov 2021-11-18
This book examines the emergence of imperial
state in East Asia during the period ca. 400
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

BCE–200 CE as a network-based process,
showing how the geography of early
interregional contacts south of the Yangzi River
informed the directions of Sinitic state
expansion. Drawing from an extensive collection
of sources including transmitted textual records,
archaeological evidence, excavated legal
manuscripts, and archival documents from Liye,
this book demonstrates the breadth of human
and material resources available to the empire
builders of an early imperial network throughout
southern East Asia – from institutions and
infrastructures, to the relationships that
facilitated circulation. This network is shown to
have been essential to the consolidation of
Sinitic imperial rule in the sub-tropical zone
south of the Yangzi against formidable
environmental, epidemiological, and logistical
odds. This is also the first study to explore how
the interplay between an imperial network and
alternative frameworks of long-distance
interaction in ancient East Asia shaped the
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political-economic trajectory of the Sinitic world
and its involvement in Eurasian globalization.
Contributing to debates around imperial state
formation, the applicability of world-system
models and the comparative study of empires,
The Imperial Network in Ancient China will be of
significant interest to students and scholars of
East Asian studies, archaeology and history.
The Cultures of Ancient Xinjiang, Western
China: Crossroads of the Silk Roads - Alison
Betts 2019-12-19
One of the least known but culturally rich and
complex regions located at the heart of Asia,
Xinjiang was a hub for the Silk Roads, serving
international links between cultures to the west,
east, north and south. Trade, artefacts, foods,
technologies, ideas, beliefs, animals and people
traversed the glacier covered mountain and
desert boundaries.
Ancient China and its Eurasian Neighbors Katheryn M. Linduff 2018
This volume looks at the effects of interaction
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

and the nature of identity construction in a
frontier or contact zone through the analysis of
material culture, especially in mortuary settings.
The Prehistory of China - Judith M. Treistman
1972
The Chinese Neolithic - Li Liu 2005-01-06
This book studies the formation of complex
societies in prehistoric China during the
Neolithic and early state periods, c. 7000–1500
BC. Archaeological materials are interpreted
through anthropological perspectives, using
systematic analytic methods in settlement and
burial patterns. Both agency and process are
considered in the development of chiefdoms and
in the emergence of early states in the Yellow
River region. Interrelationships between factors
such as mortuary practice, craft specialization,
ritual activities, warfare, exchange of elite
goods, climatic fluctuations, and environmental
changes are emphasized. This study offers a
critical evaluation of current archaeological data
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from Chinese sources, and argues that, although
some general tendencies are noted, social
changes were affected by multiple factors in no
pre-determined sequence. In this most
comprehensive study to date, Li Liu attempts to
reconstruct developmental trajectories toward
early states in Chinese civilization and discusses
theoretical implications of Chinese archaeology
for the understanding of social evolution.
The Origins of Ancient Vietnam - Nam C. Kim
2015-11-02
The Origins of Ancient Vietnam explores the
origins of civilization in the Red River Delta of
Vietnam and how related studies can inform our
understanding of ancient societies, generally,
and the foundations of Vietnamese culture,
specifically. Long believed to be the cradle of
Vietnamese civilization, this area has been
referenced by Vietnamese and Chinese writers
for centuries, many recording colorful tales and
legends about the region's prehistory. One of the
most enduring accounts relates the story of the
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

Au Lac Kingdom and its capital of Co Loa.
Founded during the third century BC, according
to legend, the fortified city's ramparts still stand
today. However, there are ongoing debates
about the origins of the site, the validity of the
literary accounts, and the link between the
prehistoric past and later Vietnamese societies.
The Han Empire's later annexation of the region,
combined with the problematic accounts found
in the Chinese chronicles, further complicates
these questions. Recent decades of archaeology
in the region have provided new perspectives for
examining these issues. The material record
reveals indigenous trajectories of cultural
change throughout the prehistoric period,
culminating in the emergence of a politically
sophisticated society. Specifically, new data
indicate the founding of Co Loa by an ancient
state, centuries before the Han arrival. In The
Origins of Ancient Vietnam, Nam Kim
synthesizes the archaeological evidence for this
momentous development, placing Co Loa within
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a wider, global setting of emergent cities, states,
and civilizations.
The Ancient Highlands of Southwest China Alice Yao 2016-01-04
Although long considered to be a barren region
on the periphery of ancient Chinese civilization,
the southwest massif was once the political
heartland of numerous Bronze Age polities.
Their distinctive material tradition--intricately
cast bronze kettle drums and cowrie shell
containers--has given archaeologists and
historians a glimpse of the extraordinary wealth,
artistry, and power exercised by highland
leaders over the course of the first millennium
BC. In the first century BC, Han imperial
conquest reduced local power and began a
process of cultural assimilation. Instead of a
clash between center and periphery or
barbarism and civilization, this book examines
the classic study of imperial rule as a
confrontation between different political
temporalities. The author provides an
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

archaeological account of the southwest where
Bronze Age landscape formations and funerary
traditions bring to light a history of competing
warrior cultures and kingly genealogies. In
particular, the book illustrates how mourners
used funerals and cemetery mounds to transmit
social biographies and tribal affiliations across
successive generations. Han incorporation thus
entangled the orders of state time with the
generational cycles of local factions,
foregrounding the role of time in the production
of power relations in imperial frontiers. The
book extends approaches to empires to show
how prehistoric time frames continue to shape
the futures of frontier subjects despite imperial
efforts to unify space and histories.
The Shape of the Turtle - Sarah Allan
1991-02-21
Many Chinese philosophic concepts derive from
an ancient cosmology. This work is the first
reconstructions of the mythic thought of the
Shang Dynasty (ca. 1700- 1100 B.C.) which laid
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the foundation for later Chinese patterns of
thought. Allan regards the myth, cosmology,
divination, sacrificial ritual, and art of the Shang
as different manifestations of a common
religious system and each is examined in turn,
building up a coherent and consistent picture.
Although primarily concerned with the Shang,
this work also describes the manner in which
Shang thought was transformed in the later
textual tradition. Sarah Allan is Lecturer in
Chinese at the School of Oriental and African
Studies, London University. Her previous books
include The Heir and the Sage: Dynastic Legend
in Early China; Legend, Lore and Religion in
China: Essays in Honor of Wolfram Eberhard on
his Seventieth Birthday (edited with Alvin P.
Cohen), and Oracle Bone Collections in Great
Britain (with Li Xueqin and Qi Wenxin).
Social Theory in Archaeology and Ancient
History - Geoff Emberling 2015-11-24
At a time when archaeology has turned away
from questions of the long-term and large scale,
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

this collection of essays reflects on some of the
big questions in archaeology and ancient history
- how and why societies have grown in scale and
complexity, how they have maintained and
discarded aspects of their own cultural heritage,
and how they have collapsed. In addressing
these long-standing questions of broad interest
and importance, the authors develop counternarratives - new ways of understanding what
used to be termed 'cultural evolution'.
Encompassing the Middle East and Egypt, India,
Southeast Asia, Australia, the American
Southwest and Mesoamerica, the fourteen
essays offer perspectives on long-term cultural
trajectories; on cities, states and empires; on
collapse; and on the relationship between
archaeology and history. The book concludes
with a commentary by one of the major voices in
archaeological theory, Norman Yoffee.
The Agricultural Revolution in Prehistory Graeme Barker 2009
Addressing one of the most debated revolutions
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in the history of our species, the change from
hunting and gathering to farming, this title takes
a global view, and integrates an array of
information from archaeology and many other
disciplines, including anthropology, botany,
climatology, genetics, linguistics, and zoology.
Animal Classification in Central China Ningning Dong 2021-07-30
This book, integrating multiple lines of evidence
and their contextual information, attempts to
investigate folk animal classification in central
China during the late Neolithic to the early
Bronze Age through archaeology.
The Archaeology of China - Li Liu 2012-04-30
"Past, present and future "The archaeological
materials recovered from the Anyang
excavations ... in the period between 1928 and
1937...have laid a new foundation for the study
of ancient China (Li, C. 1977: ix)." When
inscribed oracle bones and enormousmaterial
remains were found through scientific
excavation in Anyang in 1928, the historicity of
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

the Shang dynasty was confirmed beyond
dispute for the first time (Li, C. 1977: ix-xi). This
excavation thus marked the beginning of a
modern Chinese archaeology endowed with
great potential to reveal much of China's ancient
history.. Half a century later, Chinese
archaeology had made many unprecedented
discoveries which surprised the world, leading
Glyn Daniel to believe that "a new awareness of
the importance of China will be a key
development in archaeology in the decades
ahead (Daniel 1981: 211). This enthusiasm was
soon shared by the Chinese archaeologists when
Su Bingqi announced that "the Golden Age of
Chinese archaeology is arriving (Su, B. 1994:
139--140)". In recent decades, archaeology has
continuously prospered, becoming one of the
most rapidly developing fields in social science
in China"-Prehistoric Japan - Keiji Imamura 2016-09-17
First published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint
of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
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War, Peace, and Human Nature - Douglas P. Fry
2015-02
"The chapters in this book [posit] that humans
clearly have the capacity to make war, but since
war is absent in some cultures, it cannot be
viewed as a human universal. And counter to
frequent presumption, the actual archaeological
record reveals the recent emergence of war. It
does not typify the ancestral type of human
society, the nomadic forager band, and contrary
to widespread assumptions, there is little
support for the idea that war is ancient or an
evolved adaptation. Views of human nature as
inherently warlike stem not from the facts but
from cultural views embedded in Western
thinking"--Amazon.com.
Prehistoric Maritime Cultures and
Seafaring in East Asia - Chunming Wu
2019-12-03
This book focuses on prehistoric East Asian
maritime cultures that pre-dated the Maritime
Silk Road, the "Four Seas" and "Four Oceans"
the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

navigation system recorded in historical
documents of ancient China. Origins of the
Maritime Silk Road can be traced to prosperous
Neolithic and Metal Age maritime-oriented
cultures dispersed along the coastlines of
prehistoric China and Southeast Asia. The topics
explored here include Neolithisation and the
development of prehistoric maritime cultures
during the Neolithic and early Metal Age; the
expansion and interaction of these cultures
along coastlines and across straits; the "twolayer" hypothesis for explaining genetic and
cultural diversity in south China and Southeast
Asia; prehistoric seafaring and early sea routes;
the paleogeography and vegetation history of
coastal regions; Neolithic maritime livelihoods
based on hunting/fishing/foraging adaptations;
rice and millet cultivation and their dispersal
along the coast and across the open sea; and
interaction between farmers and maritimeoriented hunter/fisher/foragers. In addition, a
series of case studies enhances understanding of
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the development of prehistoric navigation and

the-archaeology-of-early-china-from-prehistory-to-the-han-dynasty

the origin of the Maritime Silk Road in the AsiaPacific region.
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