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The Second Book of General Ignorance John Mitchinson 2011-04-07
Who made the first aeroplane flight? How many
legs does an octopus have? How much water
should you drink every day? What is the chance
of tossing a coin and it landing on heads? What
happens if you leave a tooth in a glass of coke
overnight? What is house dust mostly made
from? What colour are oranges? Who in the
world is most likely to kill you? What was the
first dishwasher built to do?John Lloyd and John
Mitchinson, the brains behind QI, here present a
wonderful collection of the most outrageous,
fascinating and mind-bending facts, taking on
the popular General Ignorance round from
BBC1's top rated quiz and the first book in the
bestselling series. And whatever your answers to
the questions above, you can be sure that
everything you think you know is wrong.
Ignition! - John Drury Clark 2018-05-23
This newly reissued debut book in the Rutgers
University Press Classics Imprint is the story of
the search for a rocket propellant which could
be trusted to take man into space. This search
was a hazardous enterprise carried out by rival
labs who worked against the known laws of
nature, with no guarantee of success or safety.
Acclaimed scientist and sci-fi author John Drury
Clark writes with irreverent and eyewitness
immediacy about the development of the
explosive fuels strong enough to negate the
relentless restraints of gravity. The resulting
volume is as much a memoir as a work of
history, sharing a behind-the-scenes view of an
enterprise which eventually took men to the
moon, missiles to the planets, and satellites to
outer space. A classic work in the history of

science, and described as “a good book on
rocket stuff…that’s a really fun one” by SpaceX
founder Elon Musk, readers will want to get
their hands on this influential classic, available
for the first time in decades.
The Book of the Dead - John Mitchinson
2010-09
A whimsical treasury of biographical profiles of
famous and lesser-known individuals now dead
includes hundreds of entries that reveal
embarrassing-but-true details typically omitted
by official biographers. Co-authored by the
award-winning producer of Blackadder and the
writer of QI.
The Madness of Knowledge - Steven Connor
2019-04-15
Many human beings have considered the powers
and the limits of human knowledge, but few have
wondered about the power that the idea of
knowledge has over us. The Madness of
Knowledge is the first book to investigate this
emotional inner life of knowledge – the lusts,
fantasies, dreams and fears that the idea of
knowing provokes. There are in-depth
discussions of the imperious will to know, of
Freud’s epistemophilia, or love of knowledge,
and the curiously insistent links between
madness, magical thinking and the desire for
knowledge. Steven Connor also probes secrets
and revelations, quarreling and the history of
quizzes and ‘general knowledge’, charlatanry
and pretension, both the violent disdain and the
sanctification of the stupid, as well as the
emotional investment in the spaces and places of
knowledge, from the study to the library. In an
age of artificial intelligence, alternative facts
and mistrust of truth, The Madness of
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Knowledge offers an opulent, enlarging and
sometimes unnerving psychopathology of
intellectual life.
Willful Ignorance - Dr. Herbert I. Weisberg
2014-06-23
An original account of willful ignorance and how
this principle relates to modern probability and
statistical methods Through a series of colorful
stories about great thinkers and the problems
they chose to solve, the author traces the
historical evolution of probability and explains
how statistical methods have helped to propel
scientific research. However, the past success of
statistics has depended on vast, deliberate
simplifications amounting to willful ignorance,
and this very success now threatens future
advances in medicine, the social sciences, and
other fields. Limitations of existing methods
result in frequent reversals of scientific findings
and recommendations, to the consternation of
both scientists and the lay public. Willful
Ignorance: The Mismeasure of Uncertainty
exposes the fallacy of regarding probability as
the full measure of our uncertainty. The book
explains how statistical methodology, though
enormously productive and influential over the
past century, is approaching a crisis. The deep
and troubling divide between qualitative and
quantitative modes of research, and between
research and practice, are reflections of this
underlying problem. The author outlines a path
toward the re-engineering of data analysis to
help close these gaps and accelerate scientific
discovery. Willful Ignorance: The Mismeasure of
Uncertainty presents essential information and
novel ideas that should be of interest to anyone
concerned about the future of scientific
research. The book is especially pertinent for
professionals in statistics and related fields,
including practicing and research clinicians,
biomedical and social science researchers,
business leaders, and policy-makers.
On Moral Fiction - John Gardner 2013-04-02
“Fearless, illuminating” criticism from a New
York Times–bestselling author and legendary
teacher, “proving . . . that true art is moral and
not trivial” (Los Angeles Times). Novelist John
Gardner’s thesis in On Moral Fiction is simple:
“True art is by its nature moral.” It is also an
audacious statement, as Gardner asserts an
inherent value in life and in art. Since the book’s

first publication, the passion behind Gardner’s
assertion has both provoked and inspired
readers. In examining the work of his peers,
Gardner analyzes what has gone wrong, in his
view, in modern art and literature, and how
shortcomings in artistic criticism have
contributed to the problem. He develops his
argument by showing how artists and critics can
reintroduce morality and substance to their work
to improve society and cultivate our morality. On
Moral Fiction is an essential read in which
Gardner presents his thoughtfully developed
criteria for the elements he believes are
essential to art and its creation. This ebook
features an illustrated biography of John
Gardner, including original letters, rare photos,
and never-before-seen documents from the
Gardner family and the University of Rochester
Archives.
The Righteous Mind - Jonathan Haidt 2013-02-12
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The
acclaimed social psychologist challenges
conventional thinking about morality, politics,
and religion in a way that speaks to
conservatives and liberals alike—a “landmark
contribution to humanity’s understanding of
itself” (The New York Times Book Review).
Drawing on his twenty-five years of
groundbreaking research on moral psychology,
Jonathan Haidt shows how moral judgments
arise not from reason but from gut feelings. He
shows why liberals, conservatives, and
libertarians have such different intuitions about
right and wrong, and he shows why each side is
actually right about many of its central concerns.
In this subtle yet accessible book, Haidt gives
you the key to understanding the miracle of
human cooperation, as well as the curse of our
eternal divisions and conflicts. If you’re ready to
trade in anger for understanding, read The
Righteous Mind.
1,227 QI Facts To Blow Your Socks Off - John
Lloyd 2012-12-20
QI is the smartest comedy show on British
television, but few people know that we're also a
major legal hit in Australia, New Zealand, Israel
and Africa and an illegal one on BitTorrent. We
also write books and newspaper columns; run a
thriving website, a Facebook page, a Twitter
feed; and produce an iPhone App and a sister
Radio 4 programme. At the core of what we do is
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the astonishing fact - painstakingly researched
and distilled to a brilliant and shocking clarity.
In Einstein's words: 'Everything should be as
simple as possible, but not simpler.' Did you
know that: cows moo in regional accents; the
entire internet weighs less than a grain of sand;
the dialling code from Britain to Russia is 007;
potatoes have more chromosomes than human
beings; the London Underground has made more
money from its famous map than it has from
running trains; Tintin is called Tantan in
Japanese because TinTin is pronounced 'Chin
chin' and means penis; the water in the mouth of
a blue whale weighs more than its body;
Scotland has twice as many pandas as
Conservative MPs; Saddam's bunker was
designed by the grandson of the woman who
built Hitler's bunker; Under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act of 1981, it is explicitly illegal in
Britain to use a machinegun to kill a hedgehog.
1,227 QI Facts To Blow Your Socks Off will make
you look at the universe (and your socks) in an
alarming new way.
QI - The Book of General Ignorance - John Lloyd
2015-03-05
An indispensable compendium of popular
misconceptions, misunderstandings and common
mistakes culled from the hit BBC show, QI. From
the bestselling authors of The Book of General
Ignorance comes a noticeably stouter edition,
with 26% extra facts and figures perfect for
trivia, pub quiz and general knowledge
enthusiasts. The QI team sets out again to show
you that a lot of what you think you know is
wrong. If, like Alan Davies, you still think the
Henry VIII had six wives, the earth has only one
moon, that George Washington was the first
president of the USA, that Bangkok is the capital
of Thailand, that the largest living thing is a blue
whale, that Alexander Graham Bell invented the
telephone, that whisky and bagpipes come from
Scotland or that Mount Everest is the world's
tallest mountain, then there are at least 200
reasons why this is the book for you. The
researchers at QI have written many bestselling
books including such titles as The QI Book of
General Ignorance and 1,277 Facts To Blow
Your Socks Off. They now present a noticeably
stouter edition, an indispensable handbook for
trivia lovers, pub quiz enthusiasts and general
knowledge experts alike. And remember -

everything you think you know is still wrong.
2,024 QI Facts To Stop You In Your Tracks John Lloyd 2018-10-16
The Sunday Times Top 10 Bestseller QI is the
smartest comedy show on British television.
Here creator John Lloyd and QI elves James
Harkin and Anne Miller bring together 2,024
brain-tickling brand new facts to stop you in
your tracks... Humans glow in the dark. The
Pope drives a blue Ford Focus. One of the moons
of Uranus is called Margaret. Scottish football
referees are sponsored by Specsavers. Dogs
visiting US National Parks can be certified as
Bark Rangers. The world's smallest computer is
smaller than a grain of sand. Candyfloss was
invented by a dentist. Nobody knows who named
the Earth.
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas - John Boyne
2008-12-18
Two young boys encounter the best and worst of
humanity during the Holocaust in this powerful
read that USA Today called "as memorable an
introduction to the subject as The Diary of Anne
Frank.” Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home
from school one day, he discovers that his
belongings are being packed in crates. His
father has received a promotion and the family
must move to a new house far, far away, where
there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A
tall fence stretches as far as the eye can see and
cuts him off from the strange people in the
distance. But Bruno longs to be an explorer and
decides that there must be more to this desolate
new place than meets the eye. While exploring
his new environment, he meets another boy
whose life and circumstances are very different
from his own, and their meeting results in a
friendship that has devastating consequences.
The End of Ignorance - John Mighton 2011-06-01
A revolutionary call for a new understanding of
how people learn. The End of Ignorance
conceives of a world in which no child is left
behind – a world based on the assumption that
each child has the potential to be successful in
every subject. John Mighton argues that by
recognizing the barriers that we have
experienced in our own educational
development, by identifying the moment that we
became disenchanted with a certain subject and
forever closed ourselves off to it, we will be able
to eliminate these same barriers from standing
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in the way of our children. A passionate
examination of our present education system,
The End of Ignorance shows how we all can
work together to reinvent the way that we are
taught. John Mighton, the author of The Myth of
Ability, is the founder of JUMP Math, a system of
learning based on the fostering of emergent
intelligence. The program has proved so
successful an entire class of Grade 3 students,
including so-called slow learners, scored over
90% on a Grade 6 math test. A group of British
children who had effectively been written off as
too unruly responded so enthusiastically and had
such impressive results using the JUMP method
that the school board has adopted the program.
Inspired by the work he has done with thousands
of students, Mighton shows us why we must not
underestimate how much ground can be covered
one small step at a time, and challenges us to reexamine the assumptions underlying current
educational theory. He pays attention to how
kids pay attention, chronicles what captures
their imaginations, and explains why their sense
of self-confidence and ability to focus are as
important to their academic success at school as
the content of their lessons.
Two Treatises of Government - John Locke 1821
If Ignorance Is Bliss, Why Aren't There More
Happy People? - John Lloyd 2009-08-04
John Lloyd and John Mitchinson have proven
themselves to be masters at digging up obscure
facts, abstruse information, and amusing
anecdotes and presenting them effortlessly,
somewhat slyly, with either great wit or at least
a little bit of tongue in cheek. Their gifts are on
full display in Quote Interesting, a lively,
wonderfully enjoyable anthology of hundreds of
quotes you probably have never heard before,
arranged thematically from A to Z. From laughout-loud-funny bon mots to some real
headscratchers, Lloyd and Mitchinson have
gathered a universe of star-studded blurbs like:
“The Beatles are dying in the wrong order.”
—Victor Lewis Smith “When you forget to eat,
you know you’re alive.” —Henry James “I think
people would be alive today if there were a
death penalty.” —Nancy Reagan “You know ‘that
look’ women get when they want sex? Me
neither.” —Steve Martin
The Second Book of General Ignorance -

John Lloyd 2011-10-11
From the brains behind the New York Times'
bestseller, The Book of General Ignorance comes
another wonderful collection of the most
outrageous, fascinating, and mind-bending facts,
taking on the hugely popular form of the first
book in the internationally bestselling series.
Just when you thought that it was safe to start
showing off again, John Lloyd and John
Mitchinson are back with another busload of
mistakes and misunderstandings. Here is a new
collection of simple, perfectly obvious questions
you'll be quite certain you know the answers to.
Whether it's history, science, sports, geography,
literature, language, medicine, the classics, or
common wisdom, you'll be astonished to
discover that everything you thought you knew
is still hopelessly wrong. For example, do you
know who made the first airplane flight? How
many legs does an octopus have? How much
water should you drink every day? What is the
chance of tossing a coin and it landing on heads?
What happens if you leave a tooth in a glass of
Coke overnight? What is house dust mostly made
from? What was the first dishwasher built to do?
What color are oranges? Who in the world is
most likely to kill you? Whatever your answers to
the questions above, you can be sure that
everything you think you know is wrong. The
Second Book of General Ignorance is the
essential text for everyone who knows they don't
know everything, and an ideal stick with which
to beat people who think they do.
The Room Where It Happened - John Bolton
2020-06-23
As President Trump’s National Security Advisor,
John Bolton spent many of his 453 days in the
room where it happened, and the facts speak for
themselves. The result is a White House memoir
that is the most comprehensive and substantial
account of the Trump Administration, and one of
the few to date by a top-level official. With
almost daily access to the President, John Bolton
has produced a precise rendering of his days in
and around the Oval Office. What Bolton saw
astonished him: a President for whom getting
reelected was the only thing that mattered, even
if it meant endangering or weakening the nation.
“I am hard-pressed to identify any significant
Trump decision during my tenure that wasn’t
driven by reelection calculations,” he writes. In
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fact, he argues that the House committed
impeachment malpractice by keeping their
prosecution focused narrowly on Ukraine when
Trump’s Ukraine-like transgressions existed
across the full range of his foreign policy—and
Bolton documents exactly what those were, and
attempts by him and others in the
Administration to raise alarms about them. He
shows a President addicted to chaos, who
embraced our enemies and spurned our friends,
and was deeply suspicious of his own
government. In Bolton’s telling, all this helped
put Trump on the bizarre road to impeachment.
“The differences between this presidency and
previous ones I had served were stunning,”
writes Bolton, who worked for Reagan, Bush 41,
and Bush 43. He discovered a President who
thought foreign policy is like closing a real
estate deal—about personal relationships, madefor-TV showmanship, and advancing his own
interests. As a result, the US lost an opportunity
to confront its deepening threats, and in cases
like China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea ended
up in a more vulnerable place. Bolton’s account
starts with his long march to the West Wing as
Trump and others woo him for the National
Security job. The minute he lands, he has to deal
with Syria’s chemical attack on the city of
Douma, and the crises after that never stop. As
he writes in the opening pages, “If you don’t like
turmoil, uncertainty, and risk—all the while
being constantly overwhelmed with information,
decisions to be made, and sheer amount of
work—and enlivened by international and
domestic personality and ego conflicts beyond
description, try something else.” The turmoil,
conflicts, and egos are all there—from the
upheaval in Venezuela, to the erratic and
manipulative moves of North Korea’s Kim Jong
Un, to the showdowns at the G7 summits, the
calculated warmongering by Iran, the crazy plan
to bring the Taliban to Camp David, and the
placating of an authoritarian China that
ultimately exposed the world to its lethal lies.
But this seasoned public servant also has a great
eye for the Washington inside game, and his
story is full of wit and wry humor about how he
saw it played.
The Book of Animal Ignorance - John
Mitchinson 2008-09-02
Fast on the heels of the New York Times

bestseller The Book of General Ignorance comes
The Book of Animal Ignorance, a fun, fact-ﬁlled
bestiary that is sure to delight animal lovers
everywhere. Arranged alphabetically from
aardvark to worm, here are one hundred of the
most interesting members of the animal kingdom
explained, dissected, and illustrated, with the
trademark wit and wisdom of John Lloyd and
John Mitchinson. Did you know, for instance,
that • when a young albatross takes wing, it may
stay aloft for ten years • vampire bat
saliva—unsurprisingly, when you think about
it—is the source of the world’s most powerful
blood thinning drug, appropriately called
draculin • bombardier beetles fire a boiling
chemical spray out of their rears at 300 pulses
per second • a bald eagle’s feathers weigh twice
as much as its bones • a giant tortoise recently
died at the documented age of 255 • octopuses
are dexterous enough to unscrew tops from jars
• spider silk is so light that a strand long enough
to circle the world would weigh as much as a bar
of soap? So meet the water bears that can live in
suspension for hundreds of years, the parasite
carried by your cat that makes men grumpy and
women promiscuous, and the woodlouse that
drinks through its bottom. Marvel at elephants
that walk on tiptoe, pigs that shine in the dark,
and woodpeckers that have ears on the ends of
their tongues. If you still think a pangolin is a
musical instrument, that hyenas are dogs, or
that sheep are pointless and stupid, The Book of
Animal Ignorance has arrived just in time.
The Most Brilliant Thoughts of All Time (In Two
Lines or Less) - John M. Shanahan 1999-05-11
You don't have to be a genius to sound like one.
Here's a collection of the most profound and
provocative wit and wisdom in the English
language in two lines or less. Edited by
entrepreneur John M. Shanahan, who created
the wildly successful Hooked on Phonics
program, this wonderful book presents the best
that has been thought and said on every
imaginable topic. Classified by such themes as
"Truth, Lies, and Deception," "Men, Women, and
Relationships," and "Passions, Virtues, and
Vices," these quotes contain timeless messages
for all humankind. Oscar Wilde: "A man who
marries his mistress leaves a vacancy in that
position." Charles de Gaulle: "The cemetery is
filled with indispensable men." Abraham Lincoln:
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"Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you
want to test a man's character, give him power."
Sophocles: "Men of ill judgment oft ignore the
good that lies within their hands, till they have
lost it." Perfect for anyone who has ever been
left speechless, this book will make you as glib
as Oscar Wilde, as profound as Winston
Churchill, and as wise as Aesop. Inspirational,
entertaining, and thought-provoking, this is one
collection that no library or bookshelf should be
without.
The Age of Surveillance Capitalism Shoshana Zuboff 2019-01-15
The challenges to humanity posed by the digital
future, the first detailed examination of the
unprecedented form of power called
"surveillance capitalism," and the quest by
powerful corporations to predict and control our
behavior. In this masterwork of original thinking
and research, Shoshana Zuboff provides
startling insights into the phenomenon that she
has named surveillance capitalism. The stakes
could not be higher: a global architecture of
behavior modification threatens human nature in
the twenty-first century just as industrial
capitalism disfigured the natural world in the
twentieth. Zuboff vividly brings to life the
consequences as surveillance capitalism
advances from Silicon Valley into every
economic sector. Vast wealth and power are
accumulated in ominous new "behavioral futures
markets," where predictions about our behavior
are bought and sold, and the production of
goods and services is subordinated to a new
"means of behavioral modification." The threat
has shifted from a totalitarian Big Brother state
to a ubiquitous digital architecture: a "Big
Other" operating in the interests of surveillance
capital. Here is the crucible of an unprecedented
form of power marked by extreme
concentrations of knowledge and free from
democratic oversight. Zuboff's comprehensive
and moving analysis lays bare the threats to
twenty-first century society: a controlled "hive"
of total connection that seduces with promises of
total certainty for maximum profit -- at the
expense of democracy, freedom, and our human
future. With little resistance from law or society,
surveillance capitalism is on the verge of
dominating the social order and shaping the
digital future -- if we let it.

The Second QI Book of General Ignorance - John
Lloyd 2015-03-05
Just when you thought it was safe to start
showing off again, the bestselling authors of The
Book of General Ignorance and 1,277 QI Facts
To Blow Your Socks Off are back. With a
foreword by Stephen Fry, this parcel of
unimaginable information is here to solve a few
common misconceptions, mistakes and
misunderstandings. Octopuses have six legs,
oranges aren't orange, bats aren't blind,
napoleon wasn't short, vikings didn't wear
horned helmets, there is no such thing as a fish.
QI: The Second Book of General Ignorance is the
essential set text for everyone who's proud to
admit that they don't know everything, and an
ideal stick with which to beat people who think
they do. John Lloyd and John Mitchinson are the
bestselling authors of QI: The Book of General
Ignorance and 1,277 QI Facts To Blow Your
Socks Off. Here they present a wonderful
collection of astonishingly interesting facts,
perfect for pub quiz lovers, trivia buffs and
general knowledge experts alike.
The Generall Historie of Virginia, New
England & the Summer Isles - John Smith
1907
Black Rights/white Wrongs - Charles Wade
Mills 2017
Liberalism is the political philosophy of equal
persons, yet liberalism has denied equality to
those it saw as black sub-persons. In Black
Rights/White Wrongs: The Critique of Racial
Liberalism, political philosopher Charles Mills
challenges mainstream accounts that ignore this
history and its current legacy in the United
States today.
A Theory of Justice - John RAWLS 2009-06-30
Though the revised edition of A Theory of
Justice, published in 1999, is the definitive
statement of Rawls's view, so much of the
extensive literature on Rawls's theory refers to
the first edition. This reissue makes the first
edition once again available for scholars and
serious students of Rawls's work.
Funny You Should Ask ... - John Lloyd
2020-10-15
The perfect gift for all those big and little kids in
your life who ask'why...?'. With an introduction
from Zoe Ball. The QI Elves are the clever clogs
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behind the hit panel show QI. Every Wednesday
the Elves appear on The Zoe Ball Breakfast
Show's 'Why Workshop' where they answer the
ponderings and wonderings of Radio 2's most
inquisitive listeners. Funny You Should Ask...
features the QI Elves' answers to questions on
topics ranging from goosebumps to grapefruit,
pizza to pirates and everything in-between.
Generously sprinkled with extra facts from the
Elves this is essential reading for the incurably
curious. How much water would you need to put
out the Sun? If spiders can walk on the ceiling
why can't they get out of the bath? What's the
point of snot? Why does my pizza taste so much
better the next morning? Why do dads make
such bad jokes? Why am I a capital letter and
you're not? Why is there an Essex, a Wessex, a
Sussex but no Nossex? Can I dig a tunnel to the
other side of the Earth? Why aren't unicorns
called unihorns? Do cats get goosebumps? When
does a rock become an island? Why don't clouds
freeze? Can I live forever?
John Holmes: A Life Measured in Inches (NEW
2nd EDITION) - Jennifer Sugar 2012-04-15
Most people might, understandably, predict that
the world’s first porn star was a woman, but
they would be wrong. John Curtis Holmes was
just a simple country boy from Ohio when he
moved to California in 1964. It was the infancy
of hardcore, so in Holmes' wildest dreams, he
could not have predicted the turbulent ride on
which he had embarked by publicizing his
private parts. With the fame he achieved by
playing his most famous character - a gun toting
detective named Johnny Wadd - came money.
Holmes was pleased to spend it on his wife and
mistresses, but soon was in over his head after
he became addicted to cocaine. Unfortunately
for Holmes, in the years that followed, his
addiction led him into several desperate choices
- including setting up a robbery at the home of
Ed Nash, a powerful L.A. nightclub owner. The
robbery resulted in one of the most gruesome,
unsolved, multiple-murders in Hollywood
history. Amazingly, before his untimely death in
1988, Holmes regained his momentum,
remarried and rebuilt his life and career.
However, the grave consequences of his
addiction, his association with the Wonderland
murders, and his AIDS-related death made him
an infamous figure in pop culture. Digging past

the stigmas, John Holmes: A Life Measured in
Inches - the first biography about John C.
Holmes - unearths the human being behind the
penis and proves that there was more to him
than could be measured in inches. This
biography includes material from the authors'
new interviews with: Laurie Holmes, Bill
Amerson, Bob Chinn, Julia St. Vincent, Detective
Tom Lange, Detective Frank Tomlinson, Paul
Thomas, Ron Jeremy, Seka, Marilyn Chambers,
Candida Royalle, Rhonda Jo Petty, Dr. Sharon
Mitchell, Bill Margold, and many others! John
Holmes: A Life Measured in Inches also includes
114 reviews of John's most notable feature films,
86 loops synopses, 3 photos sections with rare
nudes, and a 21 page comprehensive
filmography. "The tree of life represents the
roots of man. The branches are the different
directions a man can take, live or exist. When
you're dead, those that you leave behind will put
you in a part of that tree. It represents what
was, what is and what will be. It's eternal." -John Holmes
Qi Book of General Ignorance - John Lloyd 2008
QI: The Pocket Book of General Ignorance is an
illuminating collection of fun facts, perfect for
general knowledge, trivia and pub quiz
enthusiasts. This number-one bestseller is a
comprehensive catalogue of all the interesting
misconceptions, mistakes and
misunderstandings in 'common knowledge' that
will make you wonder why anyone bothers going
to school. Now available in this handy pocketsized edition, carry it everywhere to impress
your friends, frustrate your enemies and win
every argument. Henry VIII had six wives.
WRONG! Everest is the highest mountain in the
world. WRONG! Alexander Graham Bell invented
the telephone. WRONG! QI: The Pocket Book of
General Ignorance is the essential set text for
everyone who's proud to admit that they don't
know everything, and an ideal sack of
interesting facts with which to beat people who
think they do. Perfect for trivia, pub quiz and
general knowledge enthusiasts, this is a numberone bestseller from the authors of The Book of
General Ignorance and 1,277 Facts To Blow
Your Socks Off, packed with weird, wonderful
and really quite interesting facts.
Divorce - John Murray 1961
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Third Culture - John Brockman 1996-05-07
This eye-opening look at the intellectual culture
of today--in which science, not literature or
philosophy, takes center stage in the debate over
human nature and the nature of the universe--is
certain to spark fervent intellectual debate.
Game Change LP - John Heilemann 2010-01-26
In Game Change, John Heilemann and Mark
Halperin, two of the country’s leading political
reporters, use their unrivaled access to pull back
the curtain on the Obama, Clinton, McCain, and
Palin campaigns. Based on hundreds of
interviews with the people who lived the story,
Game Change is a reportorial tour de force that
reads like a fast-paced novel. Character-driven
and dialogue-rich, replete with extravagantly
detailed scenes, it’s an intimate portrait of some
of the most powerful and fascinating figures in
American life—the occasionally shocking, often
hilarious, ultimately definitive account of the
campaign of a lifetime.
Ignorance and Imagination - Daniel Stoljar
2009-01-06
Ignorance and Imagination advances a novel
way to resolve the central philosophical problem
about the mind: how it is that consciousness or
experience fits into a larger naturalistic picture
of the world. The correct response to the
problem, Stoljar argues, is not to posit a realm of
experience distinct from the physical, nor to
deny the reality of phenomenal experience, nor
even to rethink our understanding of
consciousness and the language we use to talk
about it. Instead, we should view the problem
itself as a consequence of our ignorance of the
relevant physical facts, Stoljar shows that this
change of orientation is well motivated
historically, empirically, and philosophically, and
that it has none of the side effects it is
sometimes thought to have. The result is a
philosophical perspective on the mind that has a
number of far-reaching consequences: for
consciousness studies, for our place in nature,
and for the way we think about the relationship
between philosophy and science.
Democracy and Education - John Dewey 1916
John Dewey's Democracy and Education
addresses the challenge of providing quality
public education in a democratic society. In this
classic work Dewey calls for the complete
renewal of public education, arguing for the

fusion of vocational and contemplative studies in
education and for the necessity of universal
education for the advancement of self and
society. First published in 1916, Democracy and
Education is regarded as the seminal work on
public education by one of the most important
scholars of the century.
The Pleasures of Ignorance - Robert Lynd 1921
THE ROOM ON THE ROOF - Ruskin Bond
2016-01-20
A CLASSIC COMING-OF-AGE STORY WHICH
HAS HELD GENERATIONS OF READERS
SPELLBOUND Rusty, a sixteen-year-old AngloIndian boy, is orphaned, and has to live with his
English guardian in the claustrophobic European
part in Dehra Dun. Unhappy with the strict ways
of his guardian, Rusty runs away from home to
live with his Indian friends. Plunging for the first
time into the dream-bright world of the bazaar,
Hindu festivals and other aspects of Indian life,
Rusty is enchanted . . . and is lost forever to the
prim proprieties of the European community.
This special edition marks the 60th anniversary
of this award-winning book, written when the
author was just seventeen. Poignant, heartwarming and an absolute classic, this book is
forever a joy to read.
QI: The Book of the Dead - John Lloyd
2009-11-19
Welcome to QI: The Book of the Dead, a
biographical dictionary with a twist - one where
only the most interesting people made it in!QI
have got together six dozen of the happiest,
saddest, maddest and most successful men and
women from history. Celebrate their wisdom,
learn from their mistakes and marvel at their
bad taste in clothes. Hans Christian Anderson
was terrified of naked women, Florence
Nightingale spent her last fifty years in bed,
Sigmund Freud smoked twenty cigars a day,
Catherine de Medici applied a daily face mask
made of pigeon dung, Rembrandt van Rijn died
penniless and Madame Mao banned cicadas,
rustling noises and pianos. Carefully collected
and ordered by the QI team into themed
chapters with thought-provoking titles such as
'There's Nothing Like a Bad Start in Life', 'Man
Cannot Live by Bread Alone'. Each chapter
reveals hilarious insights into the true nature of
the most interesting people who ever lived,
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including Isaac Newton, Genghis Khan, Sigmund
Freud, Florence Nightingale and Karl Marx.
From the bestselling authors of The Book of
General Ignorance and 1,277 Facts to Knock
Your Socks Off, comes a fun and inspirational
biographical dictionary, with motivational stories
about the famous and the obscure.
Cat's Cradle - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-11-04
“A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable
ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s Cradle is Kurt
Vonnegut’s satirical commentary on modern
man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this
planet’s ultimate fate, it features a midget as the
protagonist, a complete, original theology
created by a calypso singer, and a vision of the
future that is at once blackly fatalistic and
hilariously funny. A book that left an indelible
mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s
Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s most
important works—and Vonnegut at his very best.
“[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable
social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine “Our finest
black-humorist . . . We laugh in selfdefense.”—Atlantic Monthly
The Book of General Ignorance - John
Mitchinson 2007-08-07
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
Misconceptions, misunderstandings, and flawed
facts finally get the heave-ho in this humorous,
downright humiliating book of reeducation
based on the phenomenal British bestseller.
Challenging what most of us assume to be
verifiable truths in areas like history, literature,
science, nature, and more,The Book of General
Ignorance is a witty “gotcha” compendium of
how little we actually know about anything. It’ll
have you scratching your head wondering why
we even bother to go to school. Think Magellan
was the first man to circumnavigate the globe,
baseball was invented in America, Henry VIII
had six wives, Mount Everest is the tallest
mountain? Wrong, wrong, wrong, and wrong
again. You’ll be surprised at how much you don’t
know! Check out The Book of General Ignorance
for more fun entries and complete answers to
the following: How long can a chicken live
without its head? About two years. What do
chameleons do? They don’t change color to
match the background. Never have; never will.
Complete myth. Utter fabrication. Total Lie.
They change color as a result of different

emotional states. How many legs does a
centipede have? Not a hundred. How many toes
has a two-toed sloth? It’s either six or eight. Who
was the first American president? Peyton
Randolph. What were George Washington’s false
teeth made from? Mostly hippopotamus. What
was James Bond’s favorite drink? Not the vodka
martini.
The Babel Message - Keith Kahn-Harris
2021-11-04
'Quite simply, and quite ridiculously, one of the
funniest and most illuminating books I have ever
read. I thought I was obsessive, but Keith KahnHarris is playing a very different sport. He really
has discovered the whole world in an egg.'
Simon Garfield A thrilling journey deep into the
heart of language, from a rather unexpected
starting point. Keith Kahn-Harris is a man
obsessed with something seemingly trivial - the
warning message found inside Kinder Surprise
eggs: WARNING, read and keep: Toy not
suitable for children under 3 years. Small parts
might be swallowed or inhaled. On a tiny sheet
of paper, this message is translated into dozens
of languages - the world boiled down to a
multilingual essence. Inspired by this, the author
asks: what makes 'a language'? With the help of
the international community of language geeks,
he shows us what the message looks like in
Ancient Sumerian, Zulu, Cornish, Klingon - and
many more. Along the way he considers why
Hungarian writing looks angry, how to make up
your own language, and the meaning of the
heavy metal umlaut. Overturning the Babel
myth, he argues that the messy diversity of
language shouldn't be a source of conflict, but of
collective wonder. This is a book about hope, a
love letter to language. 'This is a wonderful
book. A treasure trove of mind-expanding
insights into language and humanity encased in
a deliciously quirky, quixotic quest. I loved it.
Warning: this will keep you reading.' - Ann
Morgan, author of Reading the World:
Confessions of a Literary Explorer
Talking to Our Selves - John M. Doris 2015-03-19
John M. Doris presents a new account of agency
and responsibility, which reconciles our
understanding of ourselves as moral agents with
psychological research on the unconscious mind.
Much philosophical theorizing maintains that the
exercise of morally responsible agency consists
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in judgment and behavior ordered by accurate
reflection. On such theories, when human beings
are able to direct their lives in the manner
philosophers have dignified with the honorific
'agency', it's because they know what they're
doing, and why they're doing it. This
understanding is compromised by quantities of
psychological research on unconscious
processing, which suggests that accurate
reflection is distressingly uncommon; very often
behavior is ordered by surprisingly inaccurate
self-awareness. Thus, if agency requires
accurate reflection, people seldom exercise
agency, and skepticism about agency threatens.
To counter the skeptical threat, John M. Doris
proposes an alternative theory that requires
neither reflection nor accurate self-awareness:
he identifies a dialogic form of agency where
self-direction is facilitated by exchange of the
rationalizations with which people explain and
justify themselves to one another. The result is a
stoutly interdisciplinary theory sensitive to both
what human beings are like—creatures with
opaque and unruly psychologies-and what they
need: an account of agency sufficient to support
a practice of moral responsibility.
Ask a Manager - Alison Green 2018-05-01
From the creator of the popular website Ask a
Manager and New York’s work-advice columnist
comes a witty, practical guide to 200 difficult
professional conversations—featuring all-new
advice! There’s a reason Alison Green has been
called “the Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten
years as a workplace-advice columnist have
taught her that people avoid awkward
conversations in the office because they simply
don’t know what to say. Thankfully, Green
does—and in this incredibly helpful book, she
tackles the tough discussions you may need to
have during your career. You’ll learn what to say
when • coworkers push their work on you—then
take credit for it • you accidentally trash-talk
someone in an email then hit “reply all” • you’re
being micromanaged—or not being managed at
all • you catch a colleague in a lie • your boss
seems unhappy with your work • your
cubemate’s loud speakerphone is making you
homicidal • you got drunk at the holiday party
Praise for Ask a Manager “A must-read for
anyone who works . . . [Alison Green’s] advice
boils down to the idea that you should be

professional (even when others are not) and that
communicating in a straightforward manner
with candor and kindness will get you far, no
matter where you work.”—Booklist (starred
review) “The author’s friendly, warm, nononsense writing is a pleasure to read, and her
advice can be widely applied to relationships in
all areas of readers’ lives. Ideal for anyone new
to the job market or new to management, or
anyone hoping to improve their work
experience.”—Library Journal (starred review) “I
am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager
column. This book is even better. It teaches us
how to deal with many of the most vexing big
and little problems in our workplaces—and to do
so with grace, confidence, and a sense of
humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford professor and
author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole
Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the ultimate
playbook for navigating the traditional
workforce in a diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin
Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop
Scraping By and Get Your Financial Life
Together
Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue - John
McWhorter 2009-10-27
A survey of the quirks and quandaries of the
English language, focusing on our strange and
wonderful grammar Why do we say “I am
reading a catalog” instead of “I read a catalog”?
Why do we say “do” at all? Is the way we speak a
reflection of our cultural values? Delving into
these provocative topics and more, Our
Magnificent Bastard Language distills hundreds
of years of fascinating lore into one lively
history. Covering such turning points as the
little-known Celtic and Welsh influences on
English, the impact of the Viking raids and the
Norman Conquest, and the Germanic invasions
that started it all during the fifth century ad,
John McWhorter narrates this colorful evolution
with vigor. Drawing on revolutionary genetic
and linguistic research as well as a cache of
remarkable trivia about the origins of English
words and syntax patterns, Our Magnificent
Bastard Tongue ultimately demonstrates the
arbitrary, maddening nature of English— and its
ironic simplicity due to its role as a streamlined
lingua franca during the early formation of
Britain. This is the book that language
aficionados worldwide have been waiting for
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(and no, it’s not a sin to end a sentence with a

preposition).
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