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Waterloo - Jonathan GillespiePayne 2003-07-22
What better way to 'read' the
momentous Battle of Waterloo
than to follow the movements
of the main military
commanders on that fateful day
(18 June 1815). For the British
side of the action, we dog the
footsteps, and learn about the
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

decisions and actions of The
Duke of Wellington. For the
French perspective we follow
both Napoleon Bonaparte and
his right-hand man Marshal
Ney, who in fact played the
more critical role.
Waterloo - Alan Forrest
2015-03-26
Waterloo was the last battle
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fought by Napoleon and the
one which finally ended his
imperial dreams. It involved
the deployment of huge armies
and incurred heavy losses on
both sides; for those who
fought in it, Dutch and
Belgians, Prussians and
Hanoverians as well as British
and French troops, it was a
murderous struggle. It was a
battle that would be
remembered very differently
across Europe. In Britain it
would be seen as an iconic
battle whose memory would be
enmeshed in British national
identity across the following
century. In London news of the
victory unleashed an outburst
of patriotic celebration and
captured the imagination of the
public. The Duke of Wellington
would go on to build his
political career on it, and towns
and cities across Britain and
the Empire raised statues and
memorials to the victor. But it
was only in Britain that
Waterloo acquired this iconic
status. In Prussia and Holland
its memory was muted - in
Prussia overshadowed by the
Battle of the Nations at
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

Leipzig, in Holland a simple
appendage to the prestige of
the House of Orange. And in
France it would be portrayed
as the very epitome of heroic
defeat. Encapsulated in the
bravery of General Cambronne
and the last stand of the Old
Guard, remembered movingly
in the lines of Stendhal and
Victor Hugo, the memory of
Waterloo served to sustain the
romantic legend of the
Napoleonic Wars - and
contributed to the growing cult
of Napoleon himself.
Waterloo: The Truth At Last
- Paul L. Dawson 2017-09-30
During October 2016 Paul
Dawson visited French
archives in Paris to continue
his research surrounding the
events of the Napoleonic Wars.
Some of the material he
examined had never been
accessed by researchers or
historians before, the files
involved having been sealed in
1816. These seals remained
unbroken until Paul was given
permission to break them to
read the contents.Forget what
you have read about the battle
on the Mont St Jean on 18 June
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1815; it did not happen that
way. The start of the battle was
delayed because of the state of
the ground not so. Marshal Ney
destroyed the French cavalry
in his reckless charges against
the Allied infantry squares
wrong. The stubborn defense
of Hougoumont, the key to
Wellingtons victory, where a
plucky little garrison of British
Guards held the farmhouse
against the overwhelming force
of Jerome Bonapartes division
and the rest of II Corps not
true. Did the Union Brigade
really destroy dErlons Corps,
did the Scots Greys actually
attack a massed French
battery, did La Haie Sainte
hold out until late in the
afternoon?All these and many
more of the accepted stories
concerning the battle are
analysed through accounts
(some 200 in all) previously
unpublished, mainly derived
through French sources, with
startling conclusions. Most
significantly of all is the
revelation of exactly how, and
why, Napoleon was
defeated.Waterloo, The Truth
at Last demonstrates, through
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

details never made available to
the general public before, how
so much of what we think we
know about the battle simply
did not occur in the manner or
to the degree previously
believed. This book has been
described as a game changer,
and is certain to generate
enormous interest, and will
alter our previously-held
perceptions forever.
Waterloo 1815 - Gregory
Fremont-Barnes 2016-02-20
The story of one of Western
history’s most significant
battles and the moment of
Napoleon’s final defeat is
expertly related and explained
by a leading historian, with
detailed illustrations and
supplementary facts.
Forward Into Battle - Paddy
Griffith 1991
Analyzes battlefield strategies
and tactics used in Napoleon's
time, in the First and Second
World Wars, Vietnam, and up
to the present day
Wellington's Hidden Heroes
- Veronica Baker-Smith
2015-10-19
“An excellent account of the
contribution of the newly
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formed (and short-lived) United
Kingdom of the Netherlands to
the Allied victory”
(HistoryOfWar.org). The DutchBelgians have been variously
described as inexperienced,
incompetent, and cowardly, a
rogue element in the otherwise
disciplined Allied Army. It is
only now being tentatively
acknowledged that they alone
saved Wellington from disaster
at Quatre Bras. He had
committed a strategic error in
that, as Napoleon advanced,
his own troops were scattered
over a hundred kilometers of
southern Belgium.
Outnumbered three to one, the
Netherlanders gave him time
to concentrate his forces and
save Brussels from French
occupation. At Waterloo itself,
on at least three occasions
when the fate of the battle
“hung upon the cusp,” their
engagement with the enemy
aided British recovery. Their
commander—the Prince of
Orange—has been viciously
described as an arrogant fool,
“a disaster waiting to happen,”
and even a dangerous lunatic.
According to the assessment of
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

Wellington himself, he was a
reliable and courageous
subordinate. This book reveals
a new dimension of the famous
campaign and includes many
unseen illustrations. For the
first time, a full assessment is
made of the challenge which
Willem I faced as king of a
country hastily cobbled
together by the Congress of
Vienna, and of his achievement
in assembling, equipping, and
training 30,000 men from
scratch in eighteen months.
“An extraordinary and
impressively researched,
written, organized and
presented history that sheds
considerable new light on one
of the most influential battles
of 19th century Europe.”
—Midwest Book Review “A
fascinating read.” —Military
Heritage
Waterloo 1815 - Geoff Wootten
1992-05-28
Osprey's study of the most
famous battle of the
Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815).
Waterloo holds a special place
among the great battles of
history. The climax of more
than twenty years of war, it
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was indeed a close-run affair,
matching two of the world's
greatest generals - Napoleon
and Wellington. This volume
covers the entire campaign
including the battles of Quatre
Bras, Ligny and Wavre, with
five full-colour maps and three
highly detailed bird's eye views
showing decisive moments in
the action. An excellent sense
of the closeness of the battle is
communicated - Wellington
himself claimed it was "the
nearest thing you ever saw in
your life" - and this gripping
account shows the full justice
of that statement.
The Battle - Alessandro
Barbero 2009-05-26
At Waterloo, some 70,000 men
under Napoleon and an equal
number under Wellington faced
one another in a titanic and
bloody struggle. In the end, as
John Keegan notes,
contemporaries felt that
Napoleon's defeat had
"reversed the tide of European
history." Even 190 years later,
the name Waterloo resounds.
Italian historian Alessandro
Barbero's majestic new
account stands apart from
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

previous British and French
histories by giving voice to all
the nationalities that took part.
Invoking the memories of
British, French, and Prussian
soldiers, Barbero meticulously
re-creates the conflict as it
unfolded, from General Reille's
early afternoon assault on the
chateau of Hougoumont, to the
desperate last charge of
Napoleon's Imperial Guard as
evening settled in. From
privates to generals, Barbero
recounts individual miracles
and tragedies, moments of
courage and foolhardiness,
skillfully blending them into
the larger narrative of the
battle's extraordinary ebb and
flow. One is left with indelible
images: cavalry charges
against soldiers formed in
squares; the hand-to-hand
combat around farmhouses;
endless cannon balls and
smoke. And, finally, a powerful
appreciation of the inevitability
and futility of war. To be
published on the 190th
anniversary of Waterloo, The
Battle is a masterpiece of
military history.
The Limits of Glory - James
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R. McDonough 1991
As Napoleon continues his
ruthless quest for glory, and
Wellington vows to defeat
Napoleon, their men prepare
for the Battle of Waterloo
On Wellington - Carl von
Clausewitz 2012-10-11
The Battle of Waterloo has
been studied and dissected so
extensively that one might
assume little more on the
subject could be discovered.
Now historian Peter
Hofschröer brings forward a
long-repressed commentary
written by Carl von Clausewitz,
the author of On War.
Clausewitz, the Western
world’s most renowned military
theorist, participated in the
Waterloo campaign as a senior
staff officer in the Prussian
army. His appraisal, offered
here in an up-to-date and
readable translation, criticized
the Duke of Wellington’s
actions. Lord Liverpool sent his
translation of the manuscript to
Wellington, who pronounced it
a “lying work.” The translated
commentary was quickly
buried in Wellington’s private
papers, where it languished for
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

a century and a half. Now
published for the first time in
English, Hofschröer brings
Clausewitz’s critique back into
view with thorough annotation
and contextual explanation.
Peter Hofschröer, long
recognized as a leading scholar
of the Napoleonic Wars, shows
how the Duke prevented the
account’s publication during
his lifetime—a manipulation of
history so successful that
almost two centuries passed
before Clausewitz’s work
reemerged, finally permitting a
reappraisal of key events in the
campaign. In addition to
translating and annotating
Clausewitz’s critique,
Hofschröer also includes an
order of battle and an
extensive bibliography.
Voices from the Past:
Waterloo 1815 - John Grehan
2015-05-30
For more than twenty years
Europe had been torn apart by
war. Dynasties had crumbled,
new states had been created
and a generation had lost its
young men. When it seemed
that peace might at last settle
across Europe, terrible news
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was received _ Napoleon had
escaped from exile and was
marching upon Paris. Europe
braced itself once again for
war. The allied nations agreed
to combine against Napoleon
and in May 1815 they began to
mass on France's frontiers. The
scene was set for the greatest
battle the world had yet
seen.??Composed of more than
300 eyewitness accounts,
official documents,
parliamentary debates and
newspaper reports, Voices
from the Past tells the story of
Napoleon's last battles as they
were experienced and reported
by the men and women
involved. ??Heroic cavalry
charges, devastating artillery
bombardments, terrible
injuries, heart-breaking
encounters, and amusing
anecdotes, written by
aristocratic officers and
humble privates alike, fill the
pages of this ambitious
publication. Many of these
reports have not been
reproduced for almost 200
years.
The Longest Afternoon Brendan Simms 2015-02-10
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

From the prizewinning author
of Europe, a riveting account of
the heroic Second Light
Battalion, which held the line
at Waterloo, defeating
Napoleon and changing the
course of history. In 1815, the
deposed emperor Napoleon
returned to France and
threatened the already
devastated and exhausted
continent with yet another war.
Near the small Belgian
municipality of Waterloo, two
large, hastily mobilized armies
faced each other to decide the
future of Europe-Napoleon's
forces on one side, and the
Duke of Wellington on the
other. With so much at stake,
neither commander could have
predicted that the battle would
be decided by the Second Light
Battalion, King's German
Legion, which was given the
deceptively simple task of
defending the Haye Sainte
farmhouse, a crucial
crossroads on the way to
Brussels. In The Longest
Afternoon, Brendan Simms
captures the chaos of Waterloo
in a minute-by-minute account
that reveals how these 400-odd
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riflemen successfully beat back
wave after wave of French
infantry. The battalion suffered
terrible casualties, but their
fighting spirit and refusal to
retreat ultimately decided the
most influential battle in
European history.
A Week at Waterloo in 1815 Lady Magdalene De Lancey
1906
Waterloo - Tim Clayton
2014-09-09
'A fabulous story, superbly told'
Max Hastings The bloodbath at
Waterloo ended a war that had
engulfed the world for over
twenty years. It also finished
the career of the charismatic
Napoleon Bonaparte. It
ensured the final liberation of
Germany and the restoration of
the old European monarchies,
and it represented one of very
few defeats for the glorious
French army, most of whose
soldiers remained devoted to
their Emperor until the very
end. Extraordinary though it
may seem much about the
Battle of Waterloo has
remained uncertain, with many
major features of the campaign
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

hotly debated. Most histories
have depended heavily on the
evidence of British officers that
were gathered about twenty
years after the battle. But the
recent publication of an
abundance of fresh first-hand
accounts from soldiers of all
the participating armies has
illuminated important episodes
and enabled radical reappraisal
of the course of the campaign.
What emerges is a darker,
muddier story, no longer
biased by notions of regimental
honour, but a tapestry of irony,
accident, courage, horror and
human frailty. An epic page
turner, rich in dramatic human
detail and grounded in firstclass scholarly research,
Waterloo is the real inside
story of the greatest land battle
in British history, the defining
showdown of the age of
muskets, bayonets, cavalry and
cannon.
The Hundred Days - Patrick
O'Brian 2008-06
Patrick O'Brian's AubreyMaturin tales are widely
acknowledged to be the
greatest series of historical
novels ever written. All twenty
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books are being re-issued by
Harper Perennial with stunning
new jackets.
A Close Run Thing (The
Matthew Hervey
Adventures: 1) - Allan
Mallinson 2010-03-30
From the Sunday Times
bestselling author Allan
Mallinson, a riveting read with
the perfect combination of
hero, history and adventure perfect for fans of Patrick
O'Brian and Bernard Cornwell.
"Convincingly drawn, perfectly
paced and expertly written...A
Joy to read" - Antony Beevor. "I
can't wait to read the next in
the series..." - ***** Reader
review. "A captivating read..."***** Reader review. "Allan
Mallinson is a truly gifted
storyteller..."- ***** Reader
review.
********************************
********************************
********* Waterloo 1815. The
war against Napoleon
Bonaparte is raging to its
bloody end at Waterloo. A
young officer - Cornet Matthew
Hervey - going about his duty
suddenly finds himself at the
crux of events. The decisions
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

he has to make - both military
and romantic - will change the
course of his life, and possible
have far reaching political
consequences... A Close Run
Thing is the first book in Allan
Mallinson's Matthew Hervey
series. His adventures continue
in The Nizam's Daughters.
Battle Story: Waterloo 1815
- Gregory Fremont-Barnes
2012-01-31
One of the most decisive
battles in military history,
Waterloo saw the culmination
of a generation of war to bring
a definitive end to French
hegemony and imperial
ambitions in Europe. Both
sides fought bitterly and
Wellington later remarked that
‘it was the nearest-run thing
you ever saw in your life’. In
this bloody engagement, more
than 20,000 men were lost on
the battlefield that day by each
side, but it was the Anglo-Allies
who emerged victorious. Their
forces entered France and
restored Louis XVIII to the
throne, while Napoleon was
exiled to the island of Saint
Helena, where he later died.
Waterloo was a resounding
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victory for the British Army and
Allied forces, and it changed
the course of European history.
In this concise yet detailed
account, historian Gregory
Fremont-Barnes tells you
everything you need to know
about this critical battle.
A Close Run Thing - Allan
Mallinson 2000-08-01
In the tradition of Patrick
O'Brian's beloved historical
military adventures comes the
first in a dashing new series
featuring Cornet Matthew
Hervey, a young cavalry officer
in Wellington's army of 1815. A
Close Run Thing For two
decades, since the French
Revolution, England and her
allies have fought a seemingly
endless war to loosen
Bonaparte's stranglehold on
Europe. Matthew Hervey, a
twenty-three-year-old parson's
son, has risen through the
ranks of His Majesty's cavalry
to a junior command in the 6th
Light Dragoons. Torn by
ambition and ensnared in the
intrigues of Wellington's army,
Matthew struggles to shape his
destiny, but his efforts are
about to be cast to the winds of
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

fate. For amid the clash of
armies, he will find himself a
catalyst in the battle of the
century...near the small
Belgian village of Waterloo.
Waterloo - David Armine
Howarth 1968
For eighteen years, Napoleon
and his armies had overrun and
terrorized more and more of
Europe. Most of that time, the
families of the British soldiers
had lived in fear of invasion,
and the younger soldiers
themselves had been brought
up with Napoleon as a familiar
bogy. Then at last he had
overreached himself and been
beaten -- and Wellington and
his British troops, fighting
through the Spanish peninsula,
had been able to claim a good
share of the credit for his
downfall. In April 1814, only
just over a year before,
Napoleon had been sent into
exile on the island of Elba. - p.
[5].
Napoleon and Grouchy - Paul
L.. Dawson 2017-06-30
One of the enduring
controversies of the Waterloo
campaign is the conduct of
Marshal Grouchy. Given
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command of a third of
Napoleons army and told to
keep the Prussians from joining
forces with Wellington, he
failed to keep Wellington and
Blcher apart with the result
that Napoleon was
overwhelmed at Waterloo.
Grouchy, though, was not
defeated. He kept his force
together and retreated in good
order back to France.Many
have accused Grouchy of
intentionally holding back his
men and not marching to join
Napoleon when the sound of
the gunfire at Waterloo could
clearly be heard, and he has
been widely blamed for
Napoleons defeat.Now, for the
first time, Grouchys conduct
during the Waterloo campaign
is analyzed in fine detail,
drawing principally on French
sources not previously
available in English. The
author, for example, answers
questions such as whether key
orders did actually exist in
1815 or were they later
fabrications to make Grouchy
the scapegoat for Napoleons
failures? Did General Grard
really tell Grouchy to march to
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

the sound of the guns? Why did
Grouchy appear to move so
slowly when speed was
essential?This is a subject
which is generally overlooked
by British historians, who tend
to concentrate on the actions of
Wellington and Napoleon, and
which French historians choose
not to look at too closely for
fear that it might reflect badly
upon their hero
Napoleon.Despite the mass of
books written on Waterloo, this
is a genuinely unique
contribution to this most
famous campaign. This book is
certain to fuel debate and
prompt historians to reconsider
the events of June 1815.
Went the Day Well? - David
Crane 2015-01-29
A sweeping political, social,
military and cultural overview
of United Kingdom on the eve,
and then the day, of the
greatest battle fought by
British arms.
Waterloo - David Howarth 2003
The first shots were fired at
about eleven-thirty on a
Sunday morning in June, 1815;
by nine o'clock that night, forty
thousand men lay dead or
11/21

Downloaded from
test.unicaribe.edu.doon
by guest

wounded, and Napoleon had
abandoned not only his army,
but all hope of recovering his
empire. From the recollections
of the men who were there,
esteemed author David
Howarth has recreated the
battle as it appeared to them
on the day it was fought. He
follows the fortunes of men of
all ranks and on both sides. But
it is on the French side that the
mysteries remain. Why did Ney
attack with cavalry alone? And
was Napoleon's downfall really
due to the minor ailment he
suffered that day? Beautifully
written, vivid, and
unforgettable, this illuminating
history is impossible to put
down.
In These Times - Jenny Uglow
2015-01-27
A beautifully observed history
of the British home front
during the Napoleonic Wars by
a celebrated historian We know
the thrilling, terrible stories of
the battles of the Napoleonic
Wars—but what of those left
behind? The people on a
Norfolk farm, in a Yorkshire
mill, a Welsh iron foundry, an
Irish village, a London bank, a
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

Scottish mountain? The
aristocrats and paupers, old
and young, butchers and
bakers and candlestick
makers—how did the war touch
their lives? Jenny Uglow, the
prizewinning author of The
Lunar Men and Nature's
Engraver, follows the gripping
back-and-forth of the first
global war but turns the news
upside down, seeing how it
reached the people. Illustrated
by the satires of Gillray and
Rowlandson and the paintings
of Turner and Constable, and
combining the familiar voices
of Austen, Wordsworth, Scott,
and Byron with others lost in
the crowd, In These Times
delves into the archives to tell
the moving story of how people
lived and loved and sang and
wrote, struggling through hard
times and opening new
horizons that would change
their country for a century.
Wellington and Napoleon Robin Neillands 2002
"Wellington and Napoleon tells
the story of the convergence
and final clash of two of the
most brilliant commanders
ever to meet on the field of
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battle, Wellington, his men
said, 'didn't know how to lose a
battle.' But Wellington himself
admired his adversary. In
Portugal and Spain, Wellington
helped wreck Napoleon's
Continental System, bled his
reserves away and showed the
'unbeatable' French could be
beaten after all. It was the
British infantryman who made
the difference. Napoleon never
learned to counter Wellington's
infantry, and at the great
climax of Waterloo it cost him
dear. Even so, the battle was so
near-run that, but for luck and
the Prussians, history might
have taken an altogether
different course." -Goodreads.com.
Waterloo 1815 (3) - John
Franklin 2015-06-20
Waterloo is one of the defining
campaigns of European history.
The name conjures up images
of the terrible scale and
grandeur of the Napoleonic
Wars and the incredible
combined effort that finally
ended Napoleon's aspirations
of power in Europe. Drawn
from unpublished first-hand
accounts, and using detailed
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

illustrations, this
comprehensive volume is the
ideal resource for studying the
intense fighting at the battles
of Waterloo and Wavre, the
final, decisive engagements of
the Waterloo campaign. Those
two battles are at the heart of
this study, which explores the
action at Mont St Jean where
Wellington managed to hold
the French at bay until the
arrival of the Prussians under
Blücher saw the Allies secure a
hard-fought victory at the
dramatic climax of the
'Hundred days'.
Waterloo - Jeremy Black 2011
A masterly and concise
reinterpretation of one of the
seminal events in modern
history, by one of the world's
foremost military historians.
The battle on Sunday 18th June
1815, near Waterloo, Belgium
was to be Napoleon's greatest
triumph - but it ended in one of
the greatest military upsets of
all time. Waterloo became a
legend overnight and remains
one of the most argued-over
battles in history. Lord
Wellington immortally dubbed
it 'the nearest-run thing you
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ever saw in your life,' but the
British victory became iconic, a
triumph of endurance that
ensured a 19th century world
in which Britain played the key
role; it was also a defining
moment for the French,
bringing Napoleon I's reign to
an end and closing the second
Hundred Years' War. Alongside
the great drama and powerful
characters, Jeremy Black gives
readers a fascinating look at
where this battle belongs in the
larger story of the tectonic
power shifts in Europe, and the
story of military modernisation.
The result is a revelatory view
of Waterloo's place in the
broader historical arc.
Napoleon and Wellington Andrew Roberts 2001
Explores the relationship
between the French emperor
Napoleon Bonaparte and the
Duke of Wellington prior to and
in the aftermath of the Battle of
Waterloo, the most decisive
battle of the nineteenth
century.
A History of War in 100
Battles - R. J. Overy 2014
Their very names--Gettysburg,
Waterloo, Stalingrad--evoke
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

images of great triumph and
equally great suffering,
moments when history seemed
to hang in the balance.
Considered in relation to each
other, such battles--and others
of less immediate renown--offer
insight into the changing
nature of armed combat,
advances in technology, shifts
in strategy and thought, as well
as altered geopolitical
landscapes. The most
significant military
engagements in history define
the very nature of war. In his
newest book, Richard Overy
plumbs over 3,000 years of
history, from the Fall of Troy in
1200 BC to the Fall of Baghdad
in 2003, to locate the 100
battles that he believes the
most momentous. Arranged by
themes such as leadership,
innovation, deception, and
courage under fire, Overy
presents engaging essays on
each battle that together
provide a rich picture of how
combat has changed through
the ages, as well as
highlighting what has
remained consistent despite
advances in technology. The
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battles covered here offer a
wide geographic sweep, from
ancient Greece to China,
Constantinople to Moscow,
North to South America,
providing a picture of the
dominant empires across time
and context for comparison
between various military
cultures. From familiar
engagements like Thermopylae
(480 BC), Verdun (1916), and
the Tet Offensive (1968) to
lesser-studied battles such as
Zama (202 BC), Arsuf (1191),
and Navarino Bay (1827),
Overy presents the key actors,
choices, and contingencies,
focusing on those details-sometimes overlooked--that
decided the battle. The
American victory at the Battle
of Midway, for example, was
determined by only ten bombs.
It was, as Wellington said of
Waterloo, a "near run thing."
Rather than focusing on the
question of victory or defeat,
Overy examines what an
engagement can tell us on a
larger level about the history of
warfare itself. New weapons
and tactics can have a sudden
impact on the outcome of a
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

battle--but so too can
leadership, or the effects of a
clever deception, or raw
courage. Overy offers a deft
and visually captivating look at
the engagements that have
shaped the course of human
history, and changed the face
of warfare.
Waterloo - Nick Lipscombe
2016-09-22
Published to coincide with the
200th anniversary of the battle
of Waterloo, this lavishly
illustrated volume looks at all
the different aspects of the
100-day campaign which has
become synonymous with the
Napoleonic Wars and saw the
eventual defeat of Napoleon's
French forces. Ten articles by
internationally renowned
historians examine the battle
from different angles, from the
microcosm of the bitter
fighting for the fortified
farmhouse of Hougoumont
through to a wider perspective
of the 100-day campaign in its
entirety. The official
publication of the Waterloo 200
organization, slipcased and
highly collectible, Waterloo –
The Decisive Victory offers a
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unique and authoritative
history of one of the most
important battles in world
history.
Waterloo - Bernard Cornwell
2015-05-05
#1 Bestseller in the U.K. From
the New York Times bestselling
author and master of martial
fiction comes the definitive,
illustrated history of one of the
greatest battles ever fought—a
riveting nonfiction chronicle
published to commemorate the
200th anniversary of
Napoleon’s last stand. On June
18, 1815 the armies of France,
Britain and Prussia descended
upon a quiet valley south of
Brussels. In the previous three
days, the French army had
beaten the Prussians at Ligny
and fought the British to a
standstill at Quatre-Bras. The
Allies were in retreat. The little
village north of where they
turned to fight the French
army was called Waterloo. The
blood-soaked battle to which it
gave its name would become a
landmark in European history.
In his first work of nonfiction,
Bernard Cornwell combines his
storytelling skills with a
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

meticulously researched
history to give a riveting
chronicle of every dramatic
moment, from Napoleon’s
daring escape from Elba to the
smoke and gore of the three
battlefields and their
aftermath. Through quotes
from the letters and diaries of
Emperor Napoleon, the Duke of
Wellington, and the ordinary
officers and soldiers, he brings
to life how it actually felt to
fight those famous battles—as
well as the moments of
amazing bravery on both sides
that left the actual outcome
hanging in the balance until
the bitter end. Published to
coincide with the battle’s
bicentennial in 2015, Waterloo
is a tense and gripping story of
heroism and tragedy—and of
the final battle that determined
the fate of nineteenth-century
Europe.
Walking Waterloo - Charles J.
Esdaile 2019-06-30
Charles Esdaile’s new guide to
the Battle of Waterloo presents
the experience of the soldiers
who took part in the battle in
the most graphic and direct
way possible – through their
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own words. In a series of walks
he describes in vivid detail
what happened in each location
on 18 June 1815 and he quotes
at length from eyewitness
accounts of the men who were
there. Each phase of the action
during that momentous day is
covered, from the initial
French attacks and the intense
fighting at Hougoumont and La
Haye Sainte to the charges of
the French cavalry against the
British squares and the final,
doomed attack of Napoleon’s
Imperial Guard. This innovative
guide to this historic site is
fully illustrated with a selection
of archive images from the War
Heritage Institute in Brussels,
modern color photographs of
the battlefield as it appears
today and specially
commissioned maps which
allow the visitor to follow the
course of the battle on the
ground.
Waterloo Voices 1815 Martyn Beardsley 2016-11-30
Explore the history of the
Battle of Waterloo through the
voices of those that
experienced it first hand.
The Waterloo Roll Call waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

Charles Dalton 1890
Waterloo - Andrew W. Field
2012-10-24
This is the most detailed
account of the 2nd Division at
Waterloo ever published. It is
based on the papers of its
commander Sir Henry Clinton
and it reveals for the first time
the previously unrecognised
vital role this division made in
the defeat of Napoleon. They
Swept the Field Clear explains
how the division was placed
ahead of the main allied
squares thus impeding the
charges of the French cavalry,
and how the 2nd Division
supported the defence of
Hougoumont, considered by
the Duke of Wellington as the
key to his victory on 18 June
1815.Perhaps the most
significant aspect of this book
is the description of the defeat
of Napoleon's Imperial Guard.
Just who and how the
incomparable Guard was
stopped and the driven from
the battlefield is explained in
detail. Once and for all, this
200-year controversy is finally
resolved.
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Four Days in June - Iain Gale
2008-09-04
A remarkable debut novel,
‘Four Days in June’ is an
imaginative but accurate
reconstruction of five men – all
real figures – five points of
view, and four days of one of
the world's most famous
battles.
The Shape of Battle - Allan
Mallinson 2021-10-21
One of our most distinguished
military historians tells the
story of six defining battles . . .
Every battle is different. Each
takes place in a different
context - the war, the
campaign, the weapons.
However, battles across the
centuries, whether fought with
sticks and stones or advanced
technology, have much in
common. Fighting is, after all,
an intensely human affair;
human nature doesn't change.
So why were battles fought as
they were? What gave them
their shape? Why did they go
as they did: victory for one
side, defeat for the other? In
exploring six significant feats
of arms - the war and campaign
in which they each occurred,
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

and the factors that
determined their precise form
and course - The Shape of
Battle answers these
fundamental questions about
the waging of war. Hastings
(1066) - everyone knows the
date, but not, perhaps, the
remarkable strategic
background. Towton (1461) the bloodiest battle to be
fought on English soil.
Waterloo (1815) - more written
about in English than any other
but rarely in its true context as
the culminating battle in the
longest war in 'modern' times.
D-Day (1944) - a battle within a
larger operation ('Overlord'),
and the longest-planned and
most complex offensive battle
in history. Imjin River (1951) this little known battle of the
Korean War was the British
Army's last large-scale
defensive battle. Operation
Panther's Claw (2009) - a battle
that has yet to receive the
official distinction of being one:
an offensive conducted over six
weeks with all the trappings of
21st-century warfare yet whose
shape and face at times
resembled the Middle Ages.
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The Shape of Battle is not a
polemic, it doesn't try to argue
a case. It lets the narratives the battles - speak for
themselves.
The Origins of War - Arther
Ferrill 1985-01-01
When did war begin?
Archaeologist and historians
have in the past been curiously
reluctant to study the early
history of organized warfare.
Standard military accounts
tend to start with the GraecoPersian wars and to lay undue
emphasis on the pre-eminence
of Greek heavy infantry. But, as
this strikingly original and
entertaining book shows, the
origins of war can be traced
back, not to the Iron Age, or
even to the Bronze Age, but to
the emergence of settled life
itself nearly 10,000 years ago.
The military revolution that
occurred at that time -the
major new weapons, the
massive fortifications, the
creation of strategy and tactics
-ultimately gave rise to the
great war of machines of
ancient Egypt, Assyria and
Persia which dominated the
Near East to the time of
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

Alexander the Great. It is
Professor Ferrill's thesis that in
the period before Alexander
there were two independent
lines of military development, a
Near Eastern one culminating
in the expert integration of
cavalry, skirmishers and light
infantry, and a Greek one
based on heavy infantry. When
Philip and Alexander blended
the two traditions in their
crack Macedonian army, the
result was a style of warfare
that continued, despite
technological changes, down to
Napoleon. To prove his point,
as a tailpiece Professor Ferril
recreates the battle of
Waterloo as if Alexander were
in Napoleon's shoes, and
concludes that it would have
been a "near-run thing."
Complete with detailed and
copiously illustrated account of
all the major battles on land
and sea up to the fourth
century BC, analysis of
weapons from the sling to the
catapult, and discussion of
ancient strategy and tactics,
this is a book for armchair
historians everywhere.--Dust
jacket flap.
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Waterloo 1815 - Geoffrey
Wootten 2012-10-20
Waterloo holds a special place
among the great battles of
history. The climax of more
than twenty years of war, it
was indeed a close-run affair,
matching two of the world's
greatest generals Napoleon
and Wellington. This volume
covers the entire campaign
including the battles of Quatre
Bras, Ligny and Wavre, with
five full-colour maps and three
highly detailed bird's eye views
showing decisive moments in
the action. An excellent sense
of the closeness of the battle is
communicated Wellington
himself claimed it was "the
nearest thing you ever saw in
your life" and this gripping
account shows the full justice
of that statement.
A Near Run Thing - David
Armine Howarth 1968
The Battle of Waterloo - Jeremy
Black 2010
This is a masterly and concise
reinterpretation of one of the
seminal events in modern
history, by one of the world's
foremost military historians.
waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

The battle on Sunday 18th June
1815, near Waterloo, Belgium
was to be Napoleon's greatest
triumph - but it ended in one of
the greatest military upsets of
all time. Waterloo became a
legend overnight and remains
one of the most argued-over
battles in history. Lord
Wellington immortally dubbed
it 'the nearest-run thing you
ever saw in your life', but the
British victory became iconic, a
triumph of endurance that
ensured a 19th century world
in which Britain played the key
role; it was also a defining
moment for the French,
bringing Napoleon I's reign to
an end and closing the second
Hundred Years' War. Alongside
the great drama and powerful
characters, Jeremy Black gives
readers a fascinating look at
where this battle belongs in the
larger story of the tectonic
power shifts in Europe, and the
story of military modernisation.
The result is a revelatory view
of Waterloo's place in the
broader historical arc. Black
sets this battle in the context of
warfare in the period, and not
only that of Napoleonic Europe.
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He also uses Waterloo to
explore the changing nature of
war, the rise and fall of
Napoleon's empire, and the
influence of the French
Revolutionary and Napoleonic

waterloo-a-near-run-thing-great-battles

Wars on the 19th century.
Drawing on all the latest
scholarship, Jeremy Black
brings this thrilling story - and
the world in which it is set vividly to life.
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