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Bonewits's Essential Guide to Druidism - Isaac Bonewits 2006
The most renowned Druid priest in North America, Isaac Bonewits has
spent the last four decades devoted to Druidic study. Now he imparts his
wisdom through this elegant and thoughtful tour of ancient and modern
Druidism. With impeccable scholarship, Bonewits explores the Druids'
archeology and mythology, and helps to demystify their rituals and
prayers.
Logic: A Very Short Introduction - Boyce Gibson Professor of
Philosophy Graham Priest 2000-10-12
Logic is often perceived as having little to do with the rest of philosophy,
and even less to do with real life. Graham Priest explores the
philosophical roots of the subject, explaining how modern formal logic
addresses many issues.
Forensic Science: a Very Short Introduction - Jim Fraser 2020-02-27
Forensic science is a subject of wide fascination. What happens at a
crime scene? How does DNA profiling work? How can it help solve
crimes that happened 20 years ago? In forensic science, a criminal case
can often hinge on a piece of evidence such as a hair, a blood trace, half
a footprint, or a tyre mark. Complex scientific findings must be
considered carefully and dispassionately, and communicated with clarity,
simplicity, and precision. High profile cases such as the Stephen
Lawrence enquiry and the Madeleine McCann case have attracted
enormous media attention and enhanced general interest in this area in
recent years. In this Very Short Introduction, Jim Fraser introduces the
concept of forensic science and explains how it is used in the
investigation of crime. He begins at the crime scene itself, explaining the
principles and processes of crime scene management, and drawing on
his own personal experience of high profile cases including, the murder
of Rachel Nickell and the unsolved murder of Jill Dando. Fraser explores
how forensic scientists work; from the reconstruction of events to
laboratory examinations. He considers the techniques they use, such as
fingerprinting, and goes on to highlight the immense impact DNA
profiling has had. Providing examples from forensic science cases in the
UK, US, and other countries, he considers the techniques and challenges
faced around the world. This new edition has been fully updated to take
into account developments in areas such as DNA analysis and drug
analysis, and the growing field of digital forensics. Topical areas
explored include the growing significance of cognitive bias in forensic
science, and recent research that raises doubts about the validity of
some forensic techniques. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Secrets of the Druids - Teresa Cross 2020-11-17
A guide to the history and practices of the Druids and the Celtic faith •
Reconstructs the Druidic faith from surviving remnants, parallels with
other Indo-European traditions, and dedicated study of scholarly sources
• Details magical rites and ceremonies, methods for consecrating an
outdoor temple, and customs for celebrating important festivals such as
Beltaine and Samhain • Discusses rules for firecraft, making offerings to
deities and spirits, and the ancient Coligny calendar, including the names
of the months in old Gaulish Druids and their magic, lore, and rituals
have fascinated all those who encounter them, from the ancient Greeks
and Romans onward. Even today, the mere mention of their name evokes
pictures of standing stones, mistletoe, golden sickles, white-robed
priests, and powerful sorcerers. But were they really as we picture them?
Drawing on comparative mythology and linguistics, archaeological
evidence, and etymology, Teresa Cross offers readers a comprehensive
course in the history and development of the Celtic spiritual tradition and
its lore, reconstructing the Druidic faith from the remnants that have
survived and dedicated study of scholarly sources. She also reveals
parallels with other Indo-European traditions, such as the similarities
druids-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

between Celtic and Vedic Hindu beliefs and practices. She chronicles the
ethics and spiritual teachings of Druidism and the Celtic faith and
examines what happened to these beliefs during centuries of
Christianization. Moving from history to practice, Cross details magical
rites and ceremonies as practiced by modern-day followers of
Druidactos. She explores the structure of the Touta, which roughly
corresponds to “tribe,” methods for consecrating a nemeton, the outdoor
temple that offers the optimum sacred space for the meeting of heaven
and earth, and the rites and customs associated with important festivals
such as Beltaine and Samhain. She also explores the rules of firecraft,
the sacred art of giving to the cosmos, making offerings to deities and
spirits, sacred food and beverages, and the ancient Coligny calendar,
including the names of the months in old Gaulish. Offering an authentic
handbook for starting your own Celtic group led by Druids, Cross reveals
the meanings and metaphysics behind the Celtic and Druidic customs
and traditions, reuniting the fragmentary remains of long-lost Druid
culture with the still-living practices of the Celtic faith.
Blood & Mistletoe - Ronald Hutton 2009-05-26
The acclaimed author of Witches, Druids, and King Arthur presents a
“lucid, open-minded” cultural history of the Druids as part of British
identity (Terry Jones). Crushed by the Romans in the first century A.D.,
the ancient Druids of Britain left almost no reliable evidence behind.
Historian Ronald Hutton shows how this lack of definite information has
allowed succeeding British generations to reimagine, reinterpret, and
reinvent the Druids. Hutton’s captivating book is the first to encompass
two thousand years of Druid history and to explore the evolution of
English, Scottish, and Welsh attitudes toward the forever ambiguous
figures of the ancient Celtic world. Druids have been remembered at
different times as patriots, scientists, philosophers, or priests. Sometimes
portrayed as corrupt, bloodthirsty, or ignorant, they were also seen as
fomenters of rebellion. Hutton charts how the Druids have been written
in and out of history, archaeology, and the public consciousness for some
500 years, with particular focus on the romantic period, when Druids
completely dominated notions of British prehistory. Sparkling with
legends and images, filled with new perspectives on ancient and modern
times, this fascinating cultural study reveals Druids as catalysts in British
history.
Druids - Anne Ross 2004-08-01
Druidism was the religion of the Celts. The richest source of information
about the druids is the vernacular material from Ireland and Wales. The
author's familiarity with the gaelic texts strips away modern myths about
the Druids.
Identity: A Very Short Introduction - Florian Coulmas 2019-02-21
Identity has become one of the most widely used terms today, appearing
in many different contexts. Anything and everything has an identity, and
identity crises have become almost equally pervasive. Yet 'identity' is
extremely versatile, meaning different things to different people and in
different scientific disciplines. To many its meaning seems self-evident,
since its various uses share common features, so often the term is used
without a definition of what, exactly, is meant by it. This provokes the
core question: What exactly is identity? In this Very Short Introduction
Florian Coulmas provides a survey of the many faces of the concept of
identity, and discusses its significance and varied meanings in the fields
of philosophy, sociology, and psychology, as well as politics and law.
Tracing our concern with identity to its deep roots in Europe's
intellectual history, individualism, and the felt need to draw borderlines,
Coulmas identifies the most important features used to mark off
individual and collective identities, and demonstrates why they are
deemed important. He concludes with a glimpse at the many ways in
which literature has engaged with problems of identity throughout
history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
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perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The Veil of Isis, Or, The Mysteries of the Druids - William Winwood
Reade 1861

The rise and fall of the Roman Republic occupies a special place in the
history of Western civilization. From humble beginnings on the seven
hills beside the Tiber, the city of Rome grew to dominate the ancient
Mediterranean. Led by her senatorial aristocracy, Republican armies
defeated Carthage and the successor kingdoms of Alexander the Great,
and brought the surrounding peoples to east and west into the Roman
sphere. Yet the triumph of the Republic was also its tragedy. In this Very
Short Introduction, David M. Gwynn provides a fascinating introduction
to the history of the Roman Republic and its literary and material
sources, bringing to life the culture and society of Republican Rome and
its ongoing significance within our modern world. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Celts: A Very Short Introduction - Barry Cunliffe 2003-06-26
Savage and bloodthirsty, or civilized and peaceable? The Celts have long
been a subject of enormous fascination, speculation, and
misunderstanding. Barry Cunliffe seeks to reveal this fascinating people
for the first time, exploring subjects such as trade, migration, and the
evolution of Celtic traditions, and examining such colourful characters as
St Patrick, Cú Chulainn, and Boudica.
Multilingualism: A Very Short Introduction - John C. Maher
2017-05-18
The languages of the world can be seen and heard in cities and towns,
forests and isolated settlements, as well as on the internet and in
international organizations like the UN or the EU. How did the world
acquire so many languages? Why can't we all speak one language, like
English or Esperanto? And what makes a person bilingual?
Multilingualism, language diversity in society, is a perfect expression of
human plurality. About 6,500-7,000 languages are spoken, written and
signed, throughout the linguistic landscape of the world, by people who
communicate in more than one language (at work, or in the family or
community). Many origin myths, like Babel, called it a 'punishment' but
multilingualism makes us who we are and plays a large part of our sense
of belonging. Languages are instruments for interacting with the cultural
environment and their ecology is complex. They can die (Tasmanian), or
decline then revive (Manx and Hawaiian), reconstitute from older forms
(modern Hebrew), gain new status (Catalan and Maori) or become
autonomous national languages (Croatian). Languages can even play a
supportive and symbolic role as some territories pursue autonomy or
nationhood, such as in the cases of Catalonia and Scotland. In this Very
Short Introduction John C. Maher shows how multilingualism offers
cultural diversity, complex identities, and alternative ways of doing and
knowing to hybrid identities. Increasing multilingualism is drastically
changing our view of the value of language, and our notion of the part
language plays in national and cultural identities. At the same time
multilingualism can lead to social and political conflict, unequal power
relations, issues of multiculturalism, and discussions over 'national' or
'official' languages, with struggles over language rights of local and
indigenous communities. Considering multilingualism in the context of
globalization, Maher also looks at the fate of many endangered
languages as they disappear from the world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Racism: A Very Short Introduction - Ali Rattansi 2020-03-26
There is often a demand for a short, sharp definition of racism, for
example as captured in the popular formula Power + Prejudice= Racism.
But in reality, racism is a complex, multidimensional phenomenon that
cannot be captured by such definitions. In our world today there are a
variety of racisms at play, and it is necessary to distinguish between
issues such as individual prejudice, and systemic racisms which entrench
racialiazed inequalities over time. This Very Short Introduction explores
the history of racial ideas and a wide range of racisms - biological,
cultural, colour-blind, and structural - and illuminates issues that have
been the subject of recent debates. Is Islamophobia a form of racism? Is
there a new antisemitism? Why has whiteness become an important
source of debate? What is Intersectionality? What is unconscious or
implicit bias, and what is its importance in understanding racial
discrimination? Ali Rattansi tackles these questions, and also shows why
African Americans and other ethnic minorities in the USA and Europe

The Extraordinary Voyage of Pytheas the Greek - Barry Cunliffe
2002-04-01
The archaeologist-author of The Ancient Celts provides an in-depth
account of the fourth-century B.C. expedition of Pytheas, a Greek
explorer who traveled from the Greek colony of Massalia (Marseille) to
the distant lands of northern Europe, including Britain, Denmark, and,
possibly, Iceland.
Rethinking the Ancient Druids - Miranda Aldhouse-Green 2021-09-15
Ancient Classical authors have painted the Druids in a bad light, defining
them as a barbaric priesthood, who 2,000 years ago perpetrated savage
and blood rites in ancient Britain and Gaul in the name of their gods.
Archaeology tells a different and more complicated story of this
enigmatic priesthood, a theocracy with immense political and sacred
power. This book explores the tangible ‘footprint’ the Druids have left
behind: in sacred spaces, art, ritual equipment, images of the gods,
strange burial rites and human sacrifice. Their material culture indicates
how close was the relationship between Druids and the spirit-world,
which evidence suggests they accessed through drug-induced trance.
Nothing: A Very Short Introduction - Frank Close 2009-06-25
An exploration of the concept of "nothing" journeys from ancient ideas
and cultural traditions to the latest scientific research, discussing the
history of the vacuum, theories on the nature of time and space, and
other discoveries.
What Do Druids Believe? - Philip Carr-Gomm 2006
Druidism evolved out of the tribal cultures of Britain, Ireland, and
western France over 2000 years ago. Druidry's appeal lies in its focus on
a reverence for the natural world. This book explains the practical value
of following Druidism, and examines its core beliefs and relevance to the
contemporary issues.
Britain Begins - Barry Cunliffe 2013
The story of the origins of the British and the Irish peoples, from the end
of the last Ice Age around 10,000BC to the eve of the Norman Conquest who they were, where they came from, and how they related to one
another.
Paganism: A Very Short Introduction - Owen Davies 2011-05-26
'Paganism' is an evocative word that, even today, conjures up deepseated emotions and prejudices. Until recently, it was primarily a
derogatory term used by Christians to describe the non-Christian
cultures confronted and vanquished by their Churches. For some it
evokes images of sacrifice and barbaric behaviour, while for others it
symbolises a peace-loving, nature-worshipping spiritual relationship with
the earth. This Very Short Introduction explores the meaning of
paganism - through a chronological overview of the attitudes towards its
practices and beliefs - from the ancient world through to the present day.
Owen Davies largely looks at paganism through the eyes of the Christian
world, and how, over the centuries, notions and representations of its
nature were shaped by religious conflict, power struggles, colonialism,
and scholarship. Despite the expansion of Christianity and Islam, Pagan
cultures continue to exist around the world, whilst in the West new
formations of paganism constitute one of the fastest-growing religions.
Focussing on paganism in Europe, but exploring the nature of paganism
globally, Davies looks at how Europeans discovered new cultures
through colonial expansion, missionary work, and anthropological study.
Contemporary social paganism can be a liberating and social force, and
the idea of a global Pagan theology is now on the religious map. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The Druid's Primer - Luke Eastwood 2012-02-24
Perhaps the first serious attempt to collate the vast body of druidic
knowledge from verifiable ancient sources and Celtic survivals into one
usable and practical volume as a handy reference for druids and a
learning tool for the would be druid. Inspired by the medieval Irish
'Scholar's Primer' this work is the culmination of 15 years' research and
practical exploration of what it means to be a druid in a modern context.
The Roman Republic: A Very Short Introduction - David M. Gwynn
2012-08-30
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continue to suffer from discrimination today that results in ongoing
disadvantage in these white dominant societies. Finally he explains why
there has been a resurgence of national populist and far-right
movements and explores their implications for the future of racism.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Ancient Warfare: A Very Short Introduction - Harry Sidebottom
2004-11-25
Greek and Roman warfare differed from other cultures and was unlike
any other forms of warfare before and after. The key difference is often
held to be that the Greeks and Romans practised a 'Western Way of War',
where the aim is an open, decisive battle, won by courage instilled in
part by discipline. Harry Sidebottom looks at how and why this 'Western
Way of War' was constructed and maintained by the Greeks and Romans,
why this concept is so popular and prevalent today, and at whether or
not this is an accurate interpretation. All aspects of ancient warfare are
thoroughly examined - from philosophy and strategy to the technical
skills needed to fight. He looks at war in the wider context - how wars
could shape classical society, and how the individual's identity could be
constructed by war, for example the Christian soldier fighting in God's
name. He also explores the ways in which ancient society thought about
conflict: Can a war be just? Why was siege warfare particularly bloody?
What role did divine intervention play in the outcome of a battle? Taking
fascinating examples from the Iliad, Tacitus, and the Persian Wars,
Sidebottom uses arresting anecdotes and striking visual images to show
that the any understanding of ancient war is an ongoing process of
interpretation. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Rome and Her Empire - Barry W. Cunliffe 1994
"Far more than a history, this brilliantly illustrated volume offers a
reconstruction in human terms of the many facets of Rome's
extraordinary legacy. The Romans speak to us here through their
splendid achievements and their tragic failures, their monuments and
their tastes, to give us an understanding of the spirit behind these
dramatic events. From village to Empire, for nearly a millennium Rome
kept up a dizzying pace of change and expansion. Stirring victories over
Hannibal, the Gauls, the Britons alternated with peaceful intervals of
cultural development under Augustus and Marcus Aurelius, until the
final days of chaos and decline." "Those thousand years take shape on
the pages of Professor Cunliffe's beautiful book to give us a gradually
unfolding vision of a people who once lived and of a resplendent world
now in ruins." "Instead of a textbook, he has virtually recreated Rome
itself, a world opening up, maintaining its brief, fragile balance, and then
collapsing. The whole dynamic nature of the process is evoked here by
the use of historical passages alternating with concise analytical views of
daily life." ""The rise and fall of a great empire," Professor Cunliffe
writes, "cannot fail to fascinate us, for we can see in such a story
something of our own time. But of all the empires that have come or
gone, none has a more immediate appeal than the Empire of Rome. It
pervades our lives today."" "The sheer vastness of the Empire was
staggering. At its height, it extended across 2,600 miles east to west, and
2,000 miles north to south. But these figures mean little. Even
understood as reaching from the north of Britain to Africa, and engulfing
Spain, Germany, and lands as far as the Persian Gulf, Rome does not
come alive until captured - as in this book - through glimpses of shops
and villas, the voices of people, the echoing theaters, baths, temples, and
slums." "And Professor Cunliffe provides them for the reader. Along with
the history of Rome's growth and dominion, he has added a careful
history of her changing political, social, and cultural institutions. But
above all, the Romans themselves speak. Cicero, Seneca, and Petronius
seize the flavour of the Roman experience. Marius, Pompey, and Caesar
use the urban mob as a pawn in their power games. Livy pieces together
the city's origins from folklore. Even the coins transmit news and instill
piety, ultimately becoming devices for propaganda." "Tombstones,
monuments, bawdy and political graffiti, and private letters miraculously
preserved give us a wealth of human details - the voices that gave life to
Rome and her Empire..." "A young soldier writes home to Egypt: "Dear
druids-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

mother, I hope this finds you well. When you get this letter, I will be
much obliged if you will send me some money...."" "On a wooden tablet
from London written by a master to his servant in Rome: "I believe you
know I am very well. If you have made the list, please send. See that you
turn the slave girl into cash...."" "Lucretius the Epicurean explains
natural phenomena in terms of philosophical concepts; Vitruvius lays
down the rules of architecture; the poets and playwrights all help enrich
the fabric - and our heightened understanding - of Roman life." "In this
handsome book, such materials provide readers with the eloquent
testament and indestructible evidence of a city that emerged from
obscurity in 500 B.C. and directed the civilized world until the birth of
Constantinople in 500 A.D." "Featured among the volume's 1,000
illustrations, of which half are in full color, are superb photographs by
former Life correspondent Brian Brake and by Leonard von Matt. These
stunning works are augmented by additional photographs,
reproductions, portraits, engravings, maps, and drawings that capture
even more of the gifts that have been handed down to us by the
Romans."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell
North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Socrates: A Very Short Introduction - Christopher Taylor 2000-10-12
Socrates has a unique position in the history of philosophy. It is no
exaggeration to say that had it not been for his influence on Plato, the
whole development of Western philosophy might have bee unimaginably
different. Yet Socrates wrote nothing himself, and our knowledge of him
is derived primarily from the engaging and infuriating figure who
appears in Plato's dialogues. In this book, Christopher Taylor explores
the relationship between the historical Socrates and the Platonic
character, and examines the enduring image of Socrates as the ideal
exemplar of the philosophic life - a thinker whose moral and intellectual
integrity permeated every detail of his life, even in the face of betrayal
and execution by his fellow Athenians. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Ancient Celts, Second Edition - Barry Cunliffe 2018-04-14
Fierce warriors and skilled craftsmen, the Celts were famous throughout
the Ancient Mediterranean World. They were the archetypal barbarians
from the north and were feared by both Greeks and Romans. For two and
a half thousand years they have continued to fascinate those who have
come into contact with them, yet their origins have remained a mystery
and even today are the subject of heated debate among historians and
archaeologists. Barry Cunliffe's classic study of the ancient Celtic world
was first published in 1997. Since then huge advances have taken place
in our knowledge: new finds, new ways of using DNA records to
understand Celtic origins, new ideas about the proto-urban nature of
early chieftains' strongholds, All these developments are part of this fully
updated , and completely redesigned edition. Cunliffe explores the
archaeological reality of these bold warriors and skilled craftsmen of
barbarian Europe who inspired fear in both the Greeks and the Romans.
He investigates the texts of the classical writers and contrasts their view
of the Celts with current archaeological findings. Tracing the emergence
of chiefdoms and the fifth- to third-century migrations as far as Bosnia
and the Czech Republic, he assesses the disparity between the
traditional story and the most recent historical and archaeological
evidence on the Celts. Other aspects of Celtic identity such as the
cultural diversity of the tribes, their social and religious systems, art,
language and law, are also examined. From the picture that emerges, we
are — crucially — able to distinguish between the original Celts, and
those tribes which were 'Celtized', giving us an invaluable insight into
the true identity of this ancient people.
Sexuality: A Very Short Introduction - Veronique Mottier 2008-04-24
Mottier examines the questions around what shapes our sexuality asking
if it is a product of our genes, or of society, culture or politics. The
changing views of sexual norms are dealt with as are issues surrounding
feminism, religion, eugenics, and HIV / AIDS.
Exploring the World of the Druids - Miranda J. Green 2005
A book that is difficult to classify - a popular introduction to the history of
Druidism whose scope necessitates a brief study, yet it is thoroughly upto-date incorporating new ideas and research. Ten chapters look at the
archaeology of the druids, celtic practices, the classical literature,
sacrifices, prophecy, female druids in celtic society, sacred places and
priests, druids in Irish mythology, the 18th and 19th century revivals,
and modern beliefs. The bibliography is accompanied by a directory of
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modern druid organizations.
Miracles: A Very Short Introduction - Yujin Nagasawa 2017-11-16
Jesus turned water into wine, Mohammad split the moon into two, and
Buddha walked and spoke immediately upon birth. According to recent
statistics, even in the present age of advanced science and technology,
most people believe in miracles. In fact, newspapers and television
regularly report alleged miracles, such as recoveries from incurable
diseases, extremely unlikely coincidences, and religious signs and
messages on unexpected objects. In this book the award-winning author
and philosopher Yujin Nagasawa addresses some of our most
fundamental questions concerning miracles. What exactly is a miracle?
What types of miracles are believed in the world's great religions? What
do recent scientific findings tell us about miracles? Can we rationally
believe that miracles have really taken place? Can there be acts that are
more religiously significant than miracles? Drawing on a vast variety of
fascinating examples from across the major religions, Nagasawa
discusses the lively debate on miracles that ranges from reported
miracles in ancient scriptures in the East and West to cutting-edge
scientific research on belief formation. Throughout, he drives us to ask
ourselves if and how we can still believe in in miracles in the twenty-first
century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Forensic Psychology: A Very Short Introduction - David Canter
2010-06-17
Lie detection, offender profiling, jury selection, insanity in the law,
predicting the risk of re-offending , the minds of serial killers and many
other topics that fill news and fiction are all aspects of the rapidly
developing area of scientific psychology broadly known as Forensic
Psychology. Forensic Psychology: A Very Short Introduction discusses all
the aspects of psychology that are relevant to the legal and criminal
process as a whole. It includes explanations of criminal behaviour and
criminality, including the role of mental disorder in crime, and discusses
how forensic psychology contributes to helping investigate the crime and
catching the perpetrators. It also explains how psychologists provide
guidance to all those involved in civil and criminal court proceedings,
including both the police and the accused, and what expert testimony
can be provided by a psychologist about the offender at the trial. Finally,
David Canter examines how forensic psychology is used, particularly in
prisons, to help in the management, treatment and rehabilitation of
offenders, once they have been convicted. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Film Noir: A Very Short Introduction - James Naremore 2019-02-21
Film noir, one of the most intriguing yet difficult to define terms in
cinema history, is usually associated with a series of darkly seductive
Hollywood thrillers from the 1940s and 50s - shadowy, black-and-white
pictures about private eyes, femme fatales, outlaw lovers, criminal heists,
corrupt police, and doomed or endangered outsiders. But as this VSI
demonstrates, film noir actually predates the 1940s and has never been
confined to Hollywood. International in scope, its various manifestations
have spread across generic categories, attracted the interest of the
world's great directors, and continue to appear even today. In this Very
Short Introduction James Naremore shows how the term film noir
originated in in French literary and film criticism, and how later uses of
the term travelled abroad, changing its implications. In the process, he
comments on classic examples of the films and explores important
aspects of their history: their critical reception, their major literary
sources, their methods of dealing with censorship and budgets, their
social and cultural politics, their variety of styles, and their future in a
world of digital media and video streaming. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Meaning of Life - Terry Eagleton 2007-02-22
The phrase "the meaning of life" for many seems a quaint notion fit for
satirical mauling by Monty Python or Douglas Adams. But in this spirited,
druids-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

stimulating, and quirky enquiry, famed critic Terry Eagleton takes a
serious if often amusing look at the question and offers his own
surprising answer. Eagleton first examines how centuries of thinkers and
writers--from Marx and Schopenhauer to Shakespeare, Sartre, and
Beckett--have responded to the ultimate question of meaning. He
suggests, however, that it is only in modern times that the question has
become problematic. But instead of tackling it head-on, many of us cope
with the feelings of meaninglessness in our lives by filling them with
everything from football to sex, Kabbala, Scientology, "New Age
softheadedness," or fundamentalism. On the other hand, Eagleton notes,
many educated people believe that life is an evolutionary accident that
has no intrinsic meaning. If our lives have meaning, it is something with
which we manage to invest them, not something with which they come
ready made. Eagleton probes this view of meaning as a kind of private
enterprise, and concludes that it fails to holds up. He argues instead that
the meaning of life is not a solution to a problem, but a matter of living in
a certain way. It is not metaphysical but ethical. It is not something
separate from life, but what makes it worth living--that is, a certain
quality, depth, abundance and intensity of life. Here then is a brilliant
discussion of the problem of meaning by a leading thinker, who writes
with a light and often irreverent touch, but with a very serious end in
mind. "If you were to ask what provides some meaning in life nowadays
for a great many people, especially men, you could do worse than reply
'football.' Not many of them perhaps would be willing to admit as much;
but sport stands in for all those noble causes--religious faith, national
sovereignty, personal honor, ethnic identity--for which, over the
centuries, people have been prepared to go to their deaths. It is sport,
not religion, which is now the opium of the people."
Socrates: A Very Short Introduction - W. C. W. Taylor 2019-08-22
Socrates has a unique position in the history of philosophy; it is no
exaggeration to say that had it not been for his influence on Plato, the
whole development of Western philosophy might have been unimaginably
different. Yet Socrates wrote nothing himself, and our knowledge of him
is derived primarily from the engaging and infuriating figure who
appears in Plato's dialogues. In this Very Short Introduction, Christopher
Taylor explores the life of Socrates and his philosophical activity, before
looking to the responses his philosophical doctrines have evoked in the
centuries since his betrayal and execution at fellow Athenian hands.
Examining the relationship between the historical Socrates and the
Platonic character, Taylor considers the complex question of how far it is
possible to distinguish the philosopher's own thought from that of those
others who wrote about him, and explores the enduring image of
Socrates as the ideal exemplar of the philosophic life - a thinker whose
moral and intellectual integrity permeated every detail of his life. This
new edition also includes a new chapter analysing the reception and
influence of Socrates in 19th and 20th century philosophical thought.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
The Scythians - Barry Cunliffe 2019-09-26
Brilliant horsemen and great fighters, the Scythians were nomadic
horsemen who ranged wide across the grasslands of the Asian steppe
from the Altai mountains in the east to the Great Hungarian Plain in the
first millennium BC. Their steppe homeland bordered on a number of
sedentary states to the south - the Chinese, the Persians and the Greeks and there were, inevitably, numerous interactions between the nomads
and their neighbours. The Scythians fought the Persians on a number of
occasions, in one battle killing their king and on another occasion driving
the invading army of Darius the Great from the steppe. Relations with
the Greeks around the shores of the Black Sea were rather different both communities benefiting from trading with each other. This led to
the development of a brilliant art style, often depicting scenes from
Scythian mythology and everyday life. It is from the writings of Greeks
like the historian Herodotus that we learn of Scythian life: their beliefs,
their burial practices, their love of fighting, and their ambivalent
attitudes to gender. It is a world that is also brilliantly illuminated by the
rich material culture recovered from Scythian burials, from the graves of
kings on the Pontic steppe, with their elaborate gold work and vividly
coloured fabrics, to the frozen tombs of the Altai mountains, where all
the organic material - wooden carvings, carpets, saddles and even
tattooed human bodies - is amazingly well preserved. Barry Cunliffe here
marshals this vast array of evidence - both archaeological and textual - in
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a masterful reconstruction of the lost world of the Scythians, allowing
them to emerge in all their considerable vigour and splendour for the
first time in over two millennia.
Prehistory - Chris Gosden 2018
Recent archaeological discoveries from China and central Asia have
changed our understanding of how human civilization developed in the
period of some 4 million years before the start of written history. In this
new edition of his Very Short Introduction, Chris Gosden explores the
current theories on the ebb and flow of human cultural variety.
Classics: A Very Short Introduction - Mary Beard 2000-02-24
Explores the relationship between the contemporary world and the
ancient one.
Druids: A Very Short Introduction - Barry Cunliffe 2010-05-27
The Druids have been known and discussed for over 2,000 years; few
figures flit so elusively through history. Enigmatic and puzzling, the lack
of knowledge about them has resulted in a wide spectrum of
interpretations. Barry Cunliffe examines their origins, the evidence for
their beliefs and practices, and how we interpret them today.
The Celts: A Very Short Introduction - Barry Cunliffe 2003-06-26
Savage and bloodthirsty, or civilized and peaceable? The Celts have long
been a subject of enormous fascination, speculation, and
misunderstanding. From the ancient Romans to the present day, their
real nature has been obscured by a tangled web of preconceived ideas
and stereotypes. Barry Cunliffe seeks to reveal this fascinating people for
the first time, using an impressive range of evidence, and exploring
subjects such as trade, migration, and the evolution of Celtic traditions.
Along the way, he exposes the way in which society's needs have shaped
our visions of the Celts, and examines such colourful characters as St
Patrick, Cú Chulainn, and Boudica. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Myth - Robert Alan Segal 2015
Where do myths come from? What is their function and what do they
mean? In this Very Short Introduction Robert Segal introduces the array
of approaches used to understand the study of myth. These approaches
hail from disciplines as varied as anthropology, sociology, psychology,
literary criticism, philosophy, science, and religious studies. Including
ideas from theorists as varied as Sigmund Freud, Claude Levi-Strauss,
Albert Camus, and Roland Barthes, Segal uses the famous ancient myth
of Adonis to analyse their individual approaches and theories. In this new
edition, he not only considers the future study of myth, but also considers
the interactions of myth theory with cognitive science, the implications of
the myth of Gaia, and the differences between story-telling and myth.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean - Barry W. Cunliffe 2015
The story of the peoples of Eurasia, from the birth of farming to the
expansion of the Mongols in the thirteenth century. An immense
historical panorama set on a huge continental stage, this is also the story
of how humans first started building the global system we know today.
The Celtic Druids - Godfrey Higgins 2007-06-01
Or, An Attempt to show, that The Druids were the Priests of Oriental
Colonies Who Emigrated from India; and were the Introducers of the
First or Cadmean System of Letters, and the Builders of Stonehenge, of
Carnac, and of Other Cyclopean Works, in Asia and Europe. Complete
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with many informative prints and maps. Partial Contents: Necessity of
Etymology; Alphabets; Changes in Language; Druids acquainted with
Letters; Irish, Greek, and Hebrew Letters the same; Hieroglyphics;
Ciphering invented before Letters; Virgil a Druid; Genesis; Persia, India,
and China, the Depositaries, not the Inventors of Science; Who the Celtf
were; Affinity between the Latin, Sanscrit, and Celtic; Term Barbarian;
Arrival of Phoenician Colonies in Ireland; Origin of Irish Fables;
Derivation of the word Britain; Hero Gods; Derivation of the words:
Albion, Druid, Vates and Bards; Britain known to Aristotle; Road to
Britain lost, like that to America and Australia; magnetic Needle; Ancient
Oracles founded by Celtf; Druids probably Pythagoreans; Cross common
to Greeks, Egyptians, and Indians; Monograms of Christ; Druids admitted
the Creation of Matter; Festivals removed by the precession of the
Equinoxes; Druid Festival of Christmas; Mother of the Gods; Baal; Gods
of India and Ireland the same; Chaldees of the Jews; St. Patrick; A single
Plain Stone the Origin of Idolatry; Rocking-Stones or Logan Stones;
Circular Temples, Stonehenge and Abury; Stonehenge not a Roman,
Saxon, or Danish Work; Ancient Superstitions respecting Numbers;
Observations on Hebrew Chronology; Hierarchy of the Druids; Druids
Assertors of their Country's Liberty; Immortality of the Soul and
Metempsychosis; Druids had an excellent System ofMorals; Mistletoe
and other Sacred Plants; Institution of Priesthoods an Evil.
Ancient Egypt: A Very Short Introduction - Ian Shaw 2021-01-28
Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring The ancient
Egyptians are an enduring source of fascination — mummies and
pyramids, curses and rituals have captured the imagination of
generations. We all have a mental picture of ancient Egypt, but is it the
right one? How much do we really know about this great civilization?
This second edition of Ancient Egypt: A Very Short Introduction explores
the history and culture of pharaonic Egypt, inlcuding ideas about
Egyptian kingship, ancient Egyptian writing systems, and the history of
Egyptology. Ian Shaw introduces the reader to issues relating to
ethnicity, race, gender, and sexual relations; the latest ideas about death,
funerary rites and mummification; and thoughts on religion and ethics in
ancient Egypt. He also looks at the phenomenon of Egyptomania,
whereby certain books and films have sensationalised aspects of
Egyptian culture. Finally, Shaw takes the story to the present day by
illustrating the impact of the Arab Spring on approaches to Egyptian
museums and cultural heritage. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Druids: A Very Short Introduction - Barry Cunliffe 2010-05-27
Who were the Druids? What do we know about them? Do they still exist
today? The Druids first came into focus in Western Europe - Gaul,
Britain, and Ireland - in the second century BC. They are a popular
subject; they have been known and discussed for over 2,000 years and
few figures flit so elusively through history. They are enigmatic and
puzzling, partly because of the lack of knowledge about them has
resulted in a wide spectrum of interpretations. Barry Cunliffe takes the
reader through the evidence relating to the Druids, trying to decide what
can be said and what can't be said about them. He examines why the
nature of the druid caste changed quite dramatically over time, and how
successive generations have interpreted the phenomenon in very
different ways. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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