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Too Much Magic - James Howard Kunstler
2012-06-19
James Howard Kunstler’s critically acclaimed
and bestselling The Long Emergency, originally
published in 2005, quickly became a grassroots
hit, going into nine printings in hardcover.
Kunstler’s shocking vision of our post-oil future
caught the attention of environmentalists and
business leaders alike, and stimulated
widespread discussion about our dependence on
fossil fuels and our dysfunctional financial and
government institutions. Kunstler has since been
profiled in The New Yorker and invited to speak
at TED. In Too Much Magic, Kunstler evaluates
what has changed in the last seven years and
shows us that, in a post-financial-crisis world, his
ideas are more relevant than ever. “Too Much
Magic” is what Kunstler sees in the bright
visions of a future world dreamed up by
optimistic souls who believe technology will
solve all our problems. Their visions remind him
of the flying cars and robot maids that were the
dominant images of the future in the 1950s.
Kunstler’s image of the future is much more
sober. With vision, clarity of thought, and a
pragmatic worldview, Kunstler argues that the
time for magical thinking and hoping for
miracles is over, and the time to begin preparing

for the long emergency has begun.
World Made by Hand - James Howard Kunstler
2009-01-19
In this “richly imagined” dystopian vision,
mankind must find a way to survive as modern
civilization slowly comes apart (O, The Oprah
Magazine). When Earth ran dry of oil, the age of
the automobile came to an end; electricity
flickered out. With deprivation came
desperation—and desperation drove humanity
backward to a state of existence few could have
imagined. In the tiny hamlet of Union Grove,
New York, every day is a struggle. For Mayor
Robert Earle, it is a battle to keep the citizens
united. As the bonds of civilization are torn apart
by war, famine, and violence, there are some
who aim to carve out a new society: one in which
might makes right—a world of tyranny,
subjugation, and death. A world Earle must fight
against . . . In his shocking nonfiction work, The
Long Emergency, social commentator James
Howard Kunstler explored the reality of what
would happen if the engines stopped running. In
World Made by Hand, he offers a stark glimpse
of that future in a work of speculative fiction
that stands as “an impassioned and invigorating
tale whose ultimate message is one of hope, not
despair” (San Francisco Chronicle). “Brilliant.”
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—Alan Cheuse, Chicago Tribune “It frightens
without being ridiculously nightmarish, it
cautions without being too judgmental, and it
offers glimmers of hope we don’t have to read
between the lines to comprehend.” —Baltimore
City Paper
Culture of Hope - Frederick Turner 2007-09-12
Turner indicts both Left and Right for creating a
cultural establishment that is philosophically
empty and esthetically corrupt.
The Witch of Hebron - James Howard Kunstler
2010-09-07
The dystopian epic of World Made by Hand
continues in a novel hailed as “Larry McMurty’s
Lonesome Dove, set in the dystopian world of
The Road” (New York Journal of Books). A new
age has begun on Earth. Oil is no longer a
resource. Some parts of America are nuclear
wastelands. Civilization has devolved into a
constant struggle for food, water, and shelter. In
the tiny hamlet of Union Grove, New York, the
US government is little more than a rumor. Wars
are being fought over dwindling resources and
illness is a constant presence. Bandits roam the
countryside, preying on the weak and a sinister
cult threatens the town’s fragile stability. It is up
to every citizen of Union Grove to decide what
they are willing to fight for, kill for, and die for .
. . This is a tale of humanity at its shining best
and brutal worst woven together in a
“suspenseful, darkly amusing story with touches
of the fantastic in the mode of Washington
Irving” (Booklist). “Kunstler’s postapocalyptic
world is neither a merciless nightmare nor a
starry-eyed return to some pastoral faux utopia;
it’s a hard existence dotted with adventure,
revenge, mysticism, and those same human
emotions that existed before the power went
out.” —Publishers Weekly
Energy for Future Presidents: The Science
Behind the Headlines - Richard Muller
2012-08-06
Points out the importance of the world's energy
supply in shaping global politics, and argues that
the energy source of the future should be
natural gas in the form of shale deposits.
Facing the Unexpected - Ronald W. Perry
2001-11-06
Facing the Unexpected presents the wealth of
information derived from disasters around the
world over the past 25 years. The authors

explore how these findings can improve disaster
programs, identify remaining research needs,
and discuss disaster within the broader context
of sustainable development. How do different
people think about disaster? Are we more likely
to panic or to respond with altruism? Why are
110 people killed in a Valujet crash considered
disaster victims while the 50,000 killed annually
in traffic accidents in the U.S. are not? At the
crossroads of social, cultural, and economic
factors, this book examines these and other
compelling questions. The authors review the
influences that shape the U.S. governmental
system for disaster planning and response, the
effectiveness of local emergency agencies, and
the level of professionalism in the field. They
also compare technological versus natural
disaster and examine the impact of technology
on disaster programs.
When Technology Fails - Matthew R. Stein 2008
There's never been a better time to “be
prepared.” Matthew Stein's comprehensive
primer on sustainable living skills—from food
and water to shelter and energy to first-aid and
crisis-management skills—prepares you to
embark on the path toward sustainability. But
unlike any other book, Stein not only shows you
how to live “green” in seemingly stable times,
but to live in the face of potential disasters,
lasting days or years, coming in the form of
social upheaval, economic meltdown, or
environmental catastrophe. When Technology
Fails covers the gamut. You'll learn how to start
a fire and keep warm if you've been left
temporarily homeless, as well as the basics of
installing a renewable energy system for your
home or business. You'll learn how to find and
sterilize water in the face of utility failure, as
well as practical information for dealing with
water-quality issues even when the public tap
water is still flowing. You'll learn alternative
techniques for healing equally suited to an era of
profit-driven malpractice as to situations of
social calamity. Each chapter (a survey of the
risks to the status quo; supplies and preparation
for short- and long-term emergencies;
emergency measures for survival; water; food;
shelter; clothing; first aid, low-tech medicine,
and healing; energy, heat, and power;
metalworking; utensils and storage; low-tech
chemistry; and engineering, machines, and
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materials) offers the same approach, describing
skills for self-reliance in good times and bad.
Fully revised and expanded—the first edition
was written pre-9/11 and pre-Katrina, when few
Americans took the risk of social disruption
seriously—When Technology Fails ends on a
positive, proactive note with a new chapter on
"Making the Shift to Sustainability," which offers
practical suggestions for changing our world on
personal, community and global levels.
Commanding Hope - Thomas Homer-Dixon
2020-09-01
From the #1 BESTSELLING thought leader:
Calling on history, cutting-edge research,
complexity science and even Lord of the Rings,
Thomas Homer-Dixon lays out the tools we can
command to rescue a world on the brink. For
three decades, the renowned author of The
Upside of Down: Catastrophe, Creativity, and the
Renewal of Civilization, and The Ingenuity Gap:
Can We Solve the Problems of the Future?, has
examined the threats to our future security-predicting a deteriorating global environment,
extreme economic stresses, mass migrations,
social instability and wide political violence if
humankind continued on its current course. He
was called The Doom Meister, but we now see
how prescient he was. Today just about
everything we've known and relied on (our
natural environment, economy, societies,
cultures and institutions) is changing
dramatically--too often for the worse. Without
radical new approaches, our planet will become
unrecognizable as well as poorer, more violent,
more authoritarian. In his fascinating longawaited new book (dedicated to his young
children), he calls on his extraordinary
knowledge of complexity science, of how
societies work and can evolve, and of our
capacity to handle threats, to show that we can
shift human civilization onto a decisively new
path if we mobilize our minds, spirits,
imaginations and collective values. Commanding
Hope marshals a fascinating, accessible
argument for reinvigorating our cognitive
strengths and belief systems to affect urgent
systemic change, strengthen our economies and
cultures, and renew our hope in a positive future
for everyone on Earth.
Shoveling Fuel for a Runaway Train - Brian
Czech 2000

Publisher Fact Sheet A bold critique of runaway
spending & unchecked economic growth.
Living in the Long Emergency - James
Howard Kunstler 2020-03-03
Forget the speculation of pundits and media
personalities. For anyone asking "Now what?"
the answer is out there. You just have to know
where to look. In his 2005 book, The Long
Emergency, James Howard Kunstler described
the global predicaments that would pitch the
USA into political and economic turmoil in the
21st century—the end of affordable oil, climate
irregularities, and flagging economic growth, to
name a few. Now, he returns with a book that
takes an up-close-and-personal approach to how
real people are living now—surviving The Long
Emergency as it happens. Through his popular
blog, Clusterf*ck Nation, Kunstler has had the
opportunity to connect with people from across
the country. They've shared their stories with
him—sometimes over years of
correspondence—and in Living in the Long
Emergency: Global Crisis, the Failure of the
Futurists, and the Early Adapters Who Are
Showing Us the Way Forward, he shares them
with us, offering an eye-opening and
unprecedented look at what's really going on
"out there" in the US—and beyond. Kunstler also
delves deep into his past predictions, comparing
and contrastingt hem with the way things have
unfolded with unflinching honesty. Further, he
turns an eye to what's ahead, laying out the
strategies that will help all of us as we navigate
this new world. With personal accounts from a
Vermont baker, homesteaders, a building
contractor in the Baltimore ghetto, a white
nationalist, and many more, Living in the Long
Emergency is a unique and timely exploration of
how the lives of everyday Americans are being
transformed, for better and for worse, and what
these stories tell us both about the future and
about human perseverance.
The Long Emergency - James Howard Kunstler
2005
The last two hundred years have seen the
greatest explosion of progress and wealth in the
history of mankind. But the age of oil, that
fuelled this expansion, is coming rapidly to an
end. The depletion of fossil fuels is about to
change radically life as we know it, and do so
much sooner than we think. In The Long
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Emergency, the distinguished commentator and
analyst James Howard Kunstler explains what to
expect after we pass the tipping point of peak oil
production, and sets out to prepare us for
economic, political, and social changes of an
unimaginable scale. Riveting, authoritative and
ultimately hopeful, The Long Emergency brings
new urgency and accessibility to the critical
issues that will shape our future, and that we
can no longer afford to ignore. It looks set to
change we way we think about the world, and
our place in it.
Disaster Risk Management in Asia and the
Pacific - Ian Davis 2014-09-04
This book uses two international
frameworks—the Millennium Development Goals
and the Hyogo Framework for Action, a program
focused on disaster risk management—to study
the key trends in the region in terms of disaster
incidence, sources of vulnerability and social and
economic challenges. As both frameworks draw
to a close, international debate is taking place
during the period 2012–2015 on their current
progress. This book seeks to help readers
understand the process better. The chapters are
written by eight independent internationally
based authors. Collectively, they have extensive
regional experience in the areas of disaster risk
management and climate change as well as
working in academia, research, consultancy, the
UN and international agencies, government and
the NGO sector. The analysis presented benefits
from their varied backgrounds in medicine,
architecture, economics, engineering, planning,
social studies, development studies and political
science. Throughout the book, relevant
examples, drawn from the region, are included
to ‘earth’ the project in the harsh realities of risk
and disaster impact.
The Impending World Energy Mess - Robert
Louis Hirsch 2010
The Impending World Energy Mess will help
educate readers about the realities of energy in
general and oil in particular. The reader will be
able to cut through the smokescreens that
various self interests have, and are,
promulgating and understand that there are a
number of credible studies that clearly
demonstrate that world oil production is close to
going into decline, which will create long-term
world oil shortages. The huge economic impacts

associated with impending oil shortages are
brought into sober, balanced perspective and
readers are given tools to minimize the
impending negative impacts on their personal
lives. Finally, The Impending World Energy Mess
provides a balanced discussion of the strengths
and weaknesses of a number of electric power
production technologies, and in particular, the
inherent weaknesses in solar and renewable
technologies. The Impending World Energy
Mess provides a practical basis for
understanding and personal action. Included in
this book is a special Foreword from Dr James
Schlesinger - First US Secretary of Energy,
Director of Central Intelligence, Secretary of
Defense and Chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission.
The KunstlerCast - Duncan Crary 2011-10-01
Based off the popular podcast, this book collects
one man’s conversations with an outspoken
social critic on the negative effects of the
suburbs. James Howard Kunstler has been
described as “one of the most outrageous
commentators on the American built
environment.” An outspoken critic of suburban
sprawl, Kunstler is often controversial and
always provocative. The KunstlerCast is based
on the popular weekly podcast of the same
name, which features Kunstler in dialogue with
author Duncan Crary, offering a personal
window into Kunstler’s worldview. Presented as
a long-form conversational interview, The
KunstlerCast revisits and updates all the major
ideas contained in Kunstler’s body of work,
including: The need to rethink current sources of
transportation and energy The failure of urban
planning, architecture and industrial society
America’s plastic, dysfunctional culture The
reality of peak oil Whether sitting in the studio,
strolling city streets, visiting a suburban mall or
even “Happy Motoring,” the grim predictions
Kunstler makes about America’s prospects are
leavened by his signature sharp wit and humor.
This book is rounded out by commentary,
footnotes and supplemental vignettes told from
the perspective of an “embedded” reporter on
the Kunstler beat. Readers may or may not
agree with the more dystopian of Kunstler’s
visions. Regardless, The KunstlerCast is bound
to inspire a great deal of thought, laughter, and
hopefully, action. Praise for The KunstlerCast “A
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bracing dose of reality for an unreal world.”
—Stephen J. Dubner, co-author of Freakonomics
and SuperFreakonomics “Erudite, eloquent . . .
with good humor about the hilariously grotesque
North American nightmare of car-addicted
suburban sprawl.” —Dmitry Orlov, author of
Reinventing Collapse “Prepare to be
enlightened, infuriated and amused.” —Gregory
Greene, Director, The End of Suburbia “So
enlightening yet casual that the reader feels like
they’re eavesdropping into the den of Kunstler’s
prodigious mind.” —Andrew D. Blechman,
author of Leisureville
Powerdown - Richard Heinberg 2004-09-01
This stark look at prospects for a truly
sustainable culture speaks frankly about how it
is time to "Powerdown," or to reduce per-capita
resource usage in wealthy countries, develop
alternative energy sources, and much more.
Strong Towns - Charles L. Marohn, Jr.
2019-10-01
A new way forward for sustainable quality of life
in cities of all sizes Strong Towns: A Bottom-Up
Revolution to Build American Prosperity is a
book of forward-thinking ideas that breaks with
modern wisdom to present a new vision of urban
development in the United States. Presenting
the foundational ideas of the Strong Towns
movement he co-founded, Charles Marohn
explains why cities of all sizes continue to
struggle to meet their basic needs, and reveals
the new paradigm that can solve this
longstanding problem. Inside, you’ll learn why
inducing growth and development has been the
conventional response to urban financial
struggles—and why it just doesn’t work. New
development and high-risk investing don’t
generate enough wealth to support itself, and
cities continue to struggle. Read this book to
find out how cities large and small can focus on
bottom-up investments to minimize risk and
maximize their ability to strengthen the
community financially and improve citizens’
quality of life. Develop in-depth knowledge of the
underlying logic behind the “traditional” search
for never-ending urban growth Learn practical
solutions for ameliorating financial struggles
through low-risk investment and a grassroots
focus Gain insights and tools that can stop the
vicious cycle of budget shortfalls and
unexpected downturns Become a part of the

Strong Towns revolution by shifting the focus
away from top-down growth toward rebuilding
American prosperity Strong Towns
acknowledges that there is a problem with the
American approach to growth and shows
community leaders a new way forward. The
Strong Towns response is a revolution in how we
assemble the places we live.
Lifeblood - Matthew T. Huber 2013-08-01
If our oil addiction is so bad for us, why don’t we
kick the habit? Looking beyond the usual
culprits—Big Oil, petro-states, and the
strategists of empire—Lifeblood finds a deeper
and more complex explanation in everyday
practices of oil consumption in American
culture. Those practices, Matthew T. Huber
suggests, have in fact been instrumental in
shaping the broader cultural politics of American
capitalism. How did gasoline and countless other
petroleum products become so central to our
notions of the American way of life? Huber
traces the answer from the 1930s through the oil
shocks of the 1970s to our present predicament,
revealing that oil’s role in defining popular
culture extends far beyond material connections
between oil, suburbia, and automobility. He
shows how oil powered a cultural politics of
entrepreneurial life—the very American idea
that life itself is a product of individual
entrepreneurial capacities. In so doing he uses
oil to retell American political history from the
triumph of New Deal liberalism to the rise of the
New Right, from oil’s celebration as the lifeblood
of postwar capitalism to increasing anxieties
over oil addiction. Lifeblood rethinks debates
surrounding energy and capitalism,
neoliberalism and nature, and the importance of
suburbanization in the rightward shift in
American politics. Today, Huber tells us, as
crises attributable to oil intensify, a populist
clamoring for cheap energy has less to do with
American excess than with the eroding
conditions of life under neoliberalism.
The Long Emergency - James Howard Kunstler
2006
The last two hundred years have seen the
greatest explosion of progress and wealth in the
history of mankind. But the age of oil, that
fuelled this expansion, is coming rapidly to an
end. The depletion of fossil fuels is about to
transform life as we know it, and do so much
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sooner than we think. In "The Long Emergency",
the distinguished commentator and analyst
James Howard Kunstler explains what to expect
after we pass the tipping point of peak oil
production, and sets out to prepare us for
economic, political, and social changes of an
unimaginable scale.
The Harrows of Spring - James Howard
Kunstler 2016-07-05
The World Made by Hand postapocalyptic saga
concludes with this “suspenseful tale spiked with
suffering and violence, rough justice and love”
(Booklist). The small town of Union Grove has
adapted, struggled, and thrived in the new age
of civilization. But early spring is full of
hardships: Fresh food is scarce and the winter
stores are almost gone. Despite the time of
privation, young explorer Daniel Earle
resurrects the town newspaper, and the town
trustees ask him to help revive the Hudson River
trade route. But even as the townsfolk strive
forward, a group of visitors remind them that
nothing is easy in the new world. They proclaim
themselves as representatives of the Berkshire
People’s Republic, spouting high-minded, nearfanatical rhetoric of social justice and absolute
equality—all while demanding tribute from the
citizens under slyly veiled threats. Now, the
townspeople of Union Grove will have to decide
just how far they are willing to go to keep the
freedom and peace for which they have fought
so hard . . . With this glimpse into a future that
could become reality all too soon, James Howard
Kunstler delivers “a slyly folksy, caustically
hilarious, unabashedly proselytizing, and
affecting finale in a keenly provocative saga.”
(Booklist).
Converging Technologies for Improving Human
Performance - Mihail C. Roco 2013-04-17
M. C. Roco and W.S. Bainbridge In the early
decades of the 21st century, concentrated
efforts can unify science based on the unity of
nature, thereby advancing the combination of
nanotechnology, biotechnology, information
technology, and new technologies based in
cognitive science. With proper attention to
ethical issues and societal needs, converging in
human abilities, societal technologies could
achieve a tremendous improvement outcomes,
the nation's productivity, and the quality of life.
This is a broad, cross cutting, emerging and

timely opportunity of interest to individuals,
society and humanity in the long term. The
phrase "convergent technologies" refers to the
synergistic combination of four major "NBIC"
(nano-bio-info-cogno) provinces of science and
technology, each of which is currently
progressing at a rapid rate: (a) nanoscience and
nanotechnology; (b) biotechnology and
biomedicine, including genetic engineering; (c)
information technology, including advanced
computing and communications; (d) cognitive
science, including cognitive neuroscience.
Timely and Broad Opportunity. Convergence of
diverse technologies is based on material unity
at the nanoscale and on technology integration
from that scale.
The Knowledge - Lewis Dartnell 2015-03-10
How would you go about rebuilding a
technological society from scratch? If our
technological society collapsed tomorrow what
would be the one book you would want to press
into the hands of the postapocalyptic survivors?
What crucial knowledge would they need to
survive in the immediate aftermath and to
rebuild civilization as quickly as possible?
Human knowledge is collective, distributed
across the population. It has built on itself for
centuries, becoming vast and increasingly
specialized. Most of us are ignorant about the
fundamental principles of the civilization that
supports us, happily utilizing the latest—or even
the most basic—technology without having the
slightest idea of why it works or how it came to
be. If you had to go back to absolute basics, like
some sort of postcataclysmic Robinson Crusoe,
would you know how to re-create an internal
combustion engine, put together a microscope,
get metals out of rock, or even how to produce
food for yourself? Lewis Dartnell proposes that
the key to preserving civilization in an
apocalyptic scenario is to provide a quickstart
guide, adapted to cataclysmic circumstances.
The Knowledge describes many of the modern
technologies we employ, but first it explains the
fundamentals upon which they are built. Every
piece of technology rests on an enormous
support network of other technologies, all
interlinked and mutually dependent. You can’t
hope to build a radio, for example, without
understanding how to acquire the raw materials
it requires, as well as generate the electricity
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needed to run it. But Dartnell doesn’t just
provide specific information for starting over; he
also reveals the greatest invention of them
all—the phenomenal knowledge-generating
machine that is the scientific method itself. The
Knowledge is a brilliantly original guide to the
fundamentals of science and how it built our
modern world.
The City in Mind - James Howard Kunstler
2003-01-07
This title takes an in-depth look at the history,
development and state of architectural and
societal success of cities, including London,
Rome, Berlin, Paris and Mexico City.
Maggie Darling - James Howard Kunstler
2007-12-01
She's the goddess of hearth and home, America's
millionaire media maven of domesticity,
Connecticut's most dazzling hostess, and
everything in her world is perfect-except that
Maggie Darling's picture-book life has suddenly
gone off the rails. Amid the extravagant
trappings of a Christmas Eve bash, she spies her
swinish stockbroker husband slipping out of a
powder room moments after his creamy young
colleague. Matrimonial meltdown launches
Maggie on a year of romance and misadventure,
starting with an ill-fated fling with British rock
star-turned-movie-actor Frederick Swann. Back
home, a sniper is loose on the Merritt Parkway
and a gang known as the Businessman's Lunch
Posse is terrorizing patrons of Manhattan's fourstar restaurants. Meanwhile, Maggie's son
Hooper drops out of college and falls into the
company of the sinister gangsta-rap group Chill
Az Def. As calamity piles on catastrophe, can
Maggie Darling brilliantly resolve the collapse of
civilization as we wish we knew it?
The Party's Over - Richard Heinberg 2005-06-01
The world is about to run out of cheap oil and
change dramatically. Within the next few years,
global production will peak. Thereafter, even if
industrial societies begin to switch to alternative
energy sources, they will have less net energy
each year to do all the work essential to the
survival of complex societies. We are entering a
new era, as different from the industrial era as
the latter was from medieval times. In The
Party’s Over, Richard Heinberg places this
momentous transition in historical context,
showing how industrialism arose from the

harnessing of fossil fuels, how competition to
control access to oil shaped the geopolitics of
the twentieth century and how contention for
dwindling energy resources in the twenty-first
century will lead to resource wars in the Middle
East, Central Asia and South America. He
describes the likely impacts of oil depletion and
all of the energy alternatives. Predicting chaos
unless the United States—the world’s foremost
oil consumer—is willing to join with other
countries to implement a global program of
resource conservation and sharing, he also
recommends a “managed collapse” that might
make way for a slower-paced, low-energy,
sustainable society in the future. More readable
than other accounts of this issue, with fuller
discussion of the context, social implications and
recommendations for personal, community,
national and global action, Heinberg’s updated
book is a riveting wake-up call for human-kind as
the oil era winds down, and a critical tool for
understanding and influencing current US
foreign policy.
Going Local - Michael Shuman 2013-06-17
National drug chains squeeze local pharmacies
out of business, while corporate downsizing
ships jobs overseas. All across America,
communities large and small are losing control
of their economies to outside interests. Going
Local shows how some cities and towns are
fighting back. Refusing to be overcome by WalMarts and layoffs, they are taking over
abandoned factories, switching to local produce
and manufactured goods, and pushing banks to
loan money to local citizens. Shuman details how
dozens of communities are recapturing their
own economies with these new strategies,
investing not in outsiders but in locally owned
businesses.
The Uninhabitable Earth - David WallaceWells 2020-03-17
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The
Uninhabitable Earth hits you like a comet, with
an overflow of insanely lyrical prose about our
pending Armageddon.”—Andrew Solomon,
author of The Noonday Demon With a new
afterword It is worse, much worse, than you
think. If your anxiety about global warming is
dominated by fears of sea-level rise, you are
barely scratching the surface of what terrors are
possible—food shortages, refugee emergencies,
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climate wars and economic devastation. An
“epoch-defining book” (The Guardian) and “this
generation’s Silent Spring” (The Washington
Post), The Uninhabitable Earth is both a
travelogue of the near future and a meditation
on how that future will look to those living
through it—the ways that warming promises to
transform global politics, the meaning of
technology and nature in the modern world, the
sustainability of capitalism and the trajectory of
human progress. The Uninhabitable Earth is also
an impassioned call to action. For just as the
world was brought to the brink of catastrophe
within the span of a lifetime, the responsibility to
avoid it now belongs to a single
generation—today’s. Praise for The
Uninhabitable Earth “The Uninhabitable Earth is
the most terrifying book I have ever read. Its
subject is climate change, and its method is
scientific, but its mode is Old Testament. The
book is a meticulously documented, whiteknuckled tour through the cascading
catastrophes that will soon engulf our warming
planet.”—Farhad Manjoo, The New York Times
“Riveting. . . . Some readers will find Mr.
Wallace-Wells’s outline of possible futures
alarmist. He is indeed alarmed. You should be,
too.”—The Economist “Potent and evocative. . . .
Wallace-Wells has resolved to offer something
other than the standard narrative of climate
change. . . . He avoids the ‘eerily banal language
of climatology’ in favor of lush, rolling
prose.”—Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times
“The book has potential to be this generation’s
Silent Spring.”—The Washington Post “The
Uninhabitable Earth, which has become a best
seller, taps into the underlying emotion of the
day: fear. . . . I encourage people to read this
book.”—Alan Weisman, The New York Review of
Books
A History of the Future - James Howard Kunstler
2014-08-05
Humanity hangs on after the fall of civilization in
this “wily, funny, rip-roaring, and profoundly
provocative page-turner” (Booklist, starred
review). After the collapse of the old world—the
pandemics, the environmental disasters, the end
of oil, the ensuing chaos—people are pursuing a
simpler and sometimes happier existence. In
Union Grove, New York, the townspeople are
preparing for Christmas . . . the perfect time for

a long-lost member of the community to return.
Robert Earle’s son, Daniel, has come home after
two years exploring what is left of the United
States. He brings news of three new nations
arisen from what was once America—and the
dangers and possibilities they may hold.
Meanwhile, a horrific murder threatens to turn
the community of Union Grove against
itself—and what is supposed to be a time of
peace and togetherness is overtaken by
suspicion and fear. In this vividly depicted look
at a world that may be on our own horizon,
“Kunstler skewers everything from kitsch to
greed, prejudice, bloodshed, and brainwashing”
in a gripping story of hope, hate, and humanity’s
last chance at survival (Booklist).
The Long Emergency - James Howard Kunstler
2007-12-01
A “frightening and important” look at our
unsustainable future (Time Out Chicago). A
controversial hit that has sparked debate among
business leaders, environmentalists, and others,
The Long Emergency is an eye-opening look at
the unprecedented challenges we face in the
years ahead, as oil runs out and the global
systems built on it are forced to change
radically. From the author of The Geography of
Nowhere, it is a book that “should be read,
digested, and acted upon by every conscientious
U.S. politician and citizen” (Michael Shuman,
author of Going Local: Creating Self-Reliant
Communities in a Global Age).
The Five Stages of Collapse - Dmitry Orlov
2013-05-10
A user's guide to economic, political, social and
cultural collapse.
Climageddon - Lawrence Wollersheim
2016-05-15
Global warming is worse than we've been told. If
we can prevent it from becoming irreversible,
we can survive. Using the Job One for Humanity
Plan, we can end global warming before it is too
late. CLIMAGEDDON is the must-read new book
for early warning signals critical to preserving
your safety, assets, and business.
Psychology for Sustainability - Britain A. Scott
2015-07-24
Psychology for Sustainability, 4th Edition -known as Psychology of Environmental
Problems: Psychology for Sustainability in its
previous edition -- applies psychological theory
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and research to so-called "environmental"
problems, which actually result from human
behavior that degrades natural systems. This
upbeat, user-friendly edition represents a
dramatic reorganization and includes a
substantial amount of new content that will be
useful to students and faculty in a variety of
disciplines—and to people outside of academia,
as well. The literature reviewed throughout the
text is up-to-date, and reflects the burgeoning
efforts of many in the behavioral sciences who
are working to create a more sustainable
society. The 4th Edition is organized in four
sections. The first section provides a foundation
by familiarizing readers with the current
ecological crisis and its historical origins, and by
offering a vision for a sustainable future.The
next five chapters present psychological
research methods, theory, and findings pertinent
to understanding, and changing, unsustainable
behavior. The third section addresses the
reciprocal relationship between planetary and
human wellbeing and the final chapter
encourages readers to take what they have
learned and apply it to move behavior in a
sustainable direction. The book concludes with a
variety of theoretically and empirically grounded
ideas for how to face this challenging task with
positivity, wisdom, and enthusiasm. This
textbook may be used as a primary or secondary
textbook in a wide range of courses on
Ecological Psychology, Environmental Science,
Sustainability Sciences, Environmental
Education, and Social Marketing. It also
provides a valuable resource for professional
audiences of policymakers, legislators, and those
working on sustainable communities.
Famine and Survival in America - Howard J. Ruff
1974
Home from Nowhere - James Howard Kunstler
1998-03-26
Describes the landscape debates and movements
in America that attempt to restore the beauty of
its dwelling places
Geography Of Nowhere - James Howard Kunstler
1994-07-26
Argues that much of what surrounds Americans
is depressing, ugly, and unhealthy; and traces
America's evolution from a land of village
commons to a man-made landscape that ignores

nature and human needs.
Plastic - Susan Freinkel 2011-04-18
“This eloquent, elegant book thoughtfully
plumbs the . . . consequences of our dependence
on plastics” (The Boston Globe, A Best
Nonfiction Book of 2011). From pacemakers to
disposable bags, plastic built the modern world.
But a century into our love affair, we’re starting
to realize it’s not such a healthy relationship. As
journalist Susan Freinkel points out in this eyeopening book, we’re at a crisis point. Plastics
draw on dwindling fossil fuels, leach harmful
chemicals, litter landscapes, and destroy marine
life. We’re drowning in the stuff, and we need to
start making some hard choices. Freinkel tells
her story through eight familiar plastic objects: a
comb, a chair, a Frisbee, an IV bag, a disposable
lighter, a grocery bag, a soda bottle, and a credit
card. With a blend of lively anecdotes and
analysis, she sifts through scientific studies and
economic data, reporting from China and across
the United States to assess the real impact of
plastic on our lives. Her conclusion is severe, but
not without hope. Plastic points the way toward
a new creative partnership with the material we
love, hate, and can’t seem to live without. “When
you write about something so ubiquitous as
plastic, you must be prepared to write in several
modes, and Freinkel rises to this task. . . . She
manages to render the most dull chemical
reaction into vigorous, breathless sentences.”
—SF Gate “Freinkel’s smart, well-written
analysis of this love-hate relationship is likely to
make plastic lovers take pause, plastic haters
reluctantly realize its value, and all of us
understand the importance of individual action,
political will, and technological innovation in
weaning us off our addiction to synthetics.”
—Publishers Weekly “A compulsively interesting
story. Buy it (with cash).” —Bill McKibben,
author of The End of Nature “What a great
read—rigorous, smart, inspiring, and as
seductive as plastic itself.” —Karim Rashid,
designer
Infinite Suburbia - MIT Norman B. Leventhal
Center for Advanced Urbanism 2018-03-13
Infinite Suburbia is the culmination of the MIT
Norman B. Leventhal Center for Advanced
Urbanism's yearlong study of the future of
suburban development. Extensive research, an
exhibition, and a conference at MIT's Media Lab,
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this groundbreaking collection presents fifty-two
essays by seventy-four authors from twenty
different fields, including, but not limited to,
design, architecture, landscape, planning,
history, demographics, social justice, familial
trends, policy, energy, mobility, health,
environment, economics, and applied and future
technologies. This exhaustive compilation is
richly illustrated with a wealth of photography,
aerial drone shots, drawings, plans, diagrams,
charts, maps, and archival materials, making it
the definitive statement on suburbia at the
beginning of the twenty-first century.
Saving Animals, Saving Ourselves - Jeff Sebo
2022
In 2020, COVID-19, the Australia bushfires, and
other global threats served as vivid reminders
that human and nonhuman fates are increasingly
linked. Human use of nonhuman animals
contributes to pandemics, climate change, and
other global threats which, in turn, contribute to
biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse, and
nonhuman suffering. Jeff Sebo argues that
humans have a moral responsibility to include
animals in global health and environmental
policy. In particular, we should reduce our use of
animals as part of our pandemic and climate
change mitigation efforts and increase our
support for animals as part of our adaptation
efforts. Applying and extending frameworks such
as One Health and the Green New Deal, Sebo
calls for reducing support for factory farming,
deforestation, and the wildlife trade; increasing
support for humane, healthful, and sustainable
alternatives; and considering human and
nonhuman needs holistically. Sebo also
considers connections with practical issues such
as education, employment, social services, and
infrastructure, as well as with theoretical issues
such as well-being, moral status, political status,
and population ethics. In all cases, he shows that
these issues are both important and complex,
and that we should neither underestimate our
responsibilities because of our limitations, nor
underestimate our limitations because of our
responsibilities. Both an urgent call to action
and a survey of what ethical and effective action
requires, Saving Animals, Saving Ourselves is an
invaluable resource for scholars, advocates,
policy-makers, and anyone interested in what
kind of world we should attempt to build and

how.
The Long Emergency - James Howard Kunstler
2005
In an apocalyptic vision of a post-oil future, the
author details the economic, political, and social
changes of an unimaginable scale that can be
expected after the tipping point of global peak
oil production is passed.
Oil Spaces - Carola Hein 2021-08-24
Oil Spaces traces petroleum’s impact through a
range of territories from across the world,
showing how industrially drilled petroleum and
its refined products have played a major role in
transforming the built environment in ways that
are often not visible or recognized. Over the past
century and a half, industrially drilled petroleum
has powered factories, built cities, and sustained
nation-states. It has fueled ways of life and
visions of progress, modernity, and disaster. In
detailed international case studies, the
contributors consider petroleum’s role in the
built environment and the imagination. They
study how petroleum and its infrastructure have
served as a source of military conflict and
political and economic power, inspiring efforts to
create territories and reshape geographies and
national boundaries. The authors trace ruptures
and continuities between colonial and
postcolonial frameworks, in locations as diverse
as Sumatra, northeast China, Brazil, Nigeria,
Tanzania, and Kuwait as well as heritage sites
including former power stations in Italy and the
port of Dunkirk, once a prime gateway through
which petroleum entered Europe. By revealing
petroleum’s role in organizing and imagining
space globally, this book takes up a key task in
imagining the possibilities of a post-oil future. It
will be invaluable reading to scholars and
students of architectural and urban history,
planning, and geography of sustainable urban
environments.
The End of Oil - Paul Roberts 2005-04-05
Petroleum is now so deeply entrenched in our
economy, our politics, and our personal
expectations that even modest efforts to phase it
out are fought tooth and nail by the most
powerful forces in the world: companies and
governments that depend on oil revenues; the
developing nations that see oil as the only means
to industrial success; and a Western middle class
that refuses to modify its energy-dependent
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lifestyle. But within thirty years, by even
conservative estimates, we will have burned our
way through most of the oil that is easily
accessible. And well before then, the side effects
of an oil-based society—economic volatility,
geopolitical conflict, and the climate-changing
impact of hydrocarbon pollution—will render
fossil fuels an all but unacceptable solution. How
will we break our addiction to oil? And what will
we use in its place to maintain a global economy
and political system that are entirely reliant on
cheap, readily available energy? Brilliantly
reported from around the globe, The End of Oil

brings the world situation into fresh and
dramatic focus for business and general readers
alike. Roberts talks to both oil optimists and oil
pessimists, delves deep into the economics and
politics of oil, considers the promises and pitfalls
of alternatives, and shows that, although the
world energy system has begun its epochdefining transition, disruption and violent
dislocation are almost assured if we do not take
a more proactive stance. With the topicality and
readability of Fast Food Nation and the scope
and trenchant analysis of Guns, Germs, and
Steel, this is a vitally important book for the new
century.
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