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play in psychoanalysis, and on the relationship between ego, superego,
and id. Here de Berg refutes many popular misconceptions, using
examples throughout. The assumption underlying this account is that
Freud offers not simply a model of the mind, but an analysis of the
relation between the individual and society. Part two discusses the
implications of Freudian psychoanalysis for the study of literature and
culture. Among the topics analyzed are Hamlet, Heinrich Heine's LoreLey, Freud's Totem and Taboo and its influence on literature, the
German student movement of the late 1960s, and the case of the Belgian
pedophile Marc Dutroux and the public reactions to it. Existing books
focus either on Freudian psychoanalysis in general or on psychoanalytic
literary or cultural criticism; those in the latter category tend to be
abstract and theoretical in nature. None of them are suitable for readers
who are interested in psychoanalysis as a tool for literary and cultural
criticism but have no firm knowledge of Freud's ideas. Freu
Reason, Faith, and Revolution - Terry Eagleton 2009-04-21
On the one hand, Eagleton demolishes what he calls the "superstitious"
view of God held by most atheists and agnostics and offers in its place a
revolutionary account of the Christian Gospel. On the other hand, he
launches a stinging assault on the betrayal of this revolution by
institutional Christianity. There is little joy here, then, either for the antiGod brigade -- Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens in particular -nor for many conventional believers. --Résumé de l'éditeur.
The Truth About the Irish - Terry Eagleton 2014-01-28
If you're looking for a field guide to leprechauns, The Truth About the
Irish is not the book for you. But if you can handle a frank and funny look
into the minds and hearts of Irish people, you've been touched by that
fabled Irish luck. Covering all things Irish from Blarney to Yeats,
renowned literary and cultural critic Terry Eagleton separates the myths
from the reality with his priceless blend of sidesplitting humor, caustic
commentary, and the honest lowdown on the beloved and bewildering
country of Ireland.
Hope without Optimism - Terry Eagleton 2015-09-09
In his latest book, Terry Eagleton, one of the most celebrated intellects of
our time, considers the least regarded of the virtues. His compelling
meditation on hope begins with a firm rejection of the role of optimism in
life’s course. Like its close relative, pessimism, it is more a system of
rationalization than a reliable lens on reality, reflecting the cast of one’s
temperament in place of true discernment. Eagleton turns then to hope,
probing the meaning of this familiar but elusive word: Is it an emotion?
How does it differ from desire? Does it fetishize the future? Finally,
Eagleton broaches a new concept of tragic hope, in which this old virtue
represents a strength that remains even after devastating loss has been
confronted. In a wide-ranging discussion that encompasses
Shakespeare’s Lear, Kierkegaard on despair, Aquinas, Wittgenstein, St.
Augustine, Kant, Walter Benjamin’s theory of history, and a long
consideration of the prominent philosopher of hope, Ernst Bloch,
Eagleton displays his masterful and highly creative fluency in literature,
philosophy, theology, and political theory. Hope without Optimism is full
of the customary wit and lucidity of this writer whose reputation rests
not only on his pathbreaking ideas but on his ability to engage the reader
in the urgent issues of life. Page-Barbour Lectures
How to Read Literature - Terry Eagleton 2013-05-21
DIV A literary master’s entertaining guide to reading with deeper insight,
better understanding, and greater pleasure /div
The Ideology of the Aesthetic - Terry Eagleton 1991-01-08
The Ideology of the Aesthetic presents a history and critique of the
concept of the aesthetic throughout modern Western thought. As such,
this is a critical survey of modern Western philosophy, focusing in
particular on the complex relations between aesthetics, ethics and
politics. Eagleton provides a brilliant and challenging introduction to
these concerns, as characterized in the work of Kant, Schiller,
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, Nietzsche, Freud, Heidegger, Lukacs,

Heathcliff and the Great Hunger - Terry Eagleton 1996-10-17
This work explores the interrelation of Irish political history and Irish
literature. It discusses a host of unusual topics, from Shaw and science
and Irish attitudes, to nature and the question of language, and a fullscale investigation of the Celtic revival.
The Event of Literature - Terry Eagleton 2012-05-29
Offers a thorough examination of the philosophy of literature, looking at
the place of literature in human culture, what literature can be defined
as and much more.
Mapping Ideology - Slavoj Zizek 2012-11-13
For a long time, the term ‘ideology’ was in disrepute, having become
associated with such unfashionable notions as fundamental truth and the
eternal verities. The tide has turned, and recent years have seen a revival
of interest in the questions that ideology poses to social and cultural
theory, and to political practice. Mapping Ideology is a comprehensive
reader covering the most important contemporary writing on the subject.
Including Slavoj Žižek’s study of the development of the concept from
Marx to the present, assessments of the contributions of Lukács and the
Frankfurt School by Terry Eagleton, Peter Dews and Seyla Benhabib, and
essays by Adorno, Lacan and Althusser, Mapping Ideology is an
invaluable guide to the most dynamic field in cultural theory.
Figures of Dissent - Terry Eagleton 2005-11-17
Playwright, literary theorist, fine analyst of the works of Shakespeare,
the Brontës, Swift and Joyce, scourge of postmodernism, autobiographer
— Terry Eagleton’s achievements are many and his combative
intelligence widely admired and respected. His skill as a reviewer is
particularly notable: never content merely to assess the ideas of a writer
and the theses of a book, Eagleton, in his inimitable and often wickedly
funny style, always paints a vivid theoretical and political fresco as the
background to his engagement with the texts. In this collection of more
than a decade of such bracing criticism, Eagleton comes face to face with
Stanley Fish, Gayatri Spivak, Slavoj Žižek, Edward Said, and even David
Beckham. All are subjected to his pugnacious wit, scathing critical pen,
and brilliant literary investigations.
On Evil - Terry Eagleton 2010-04-06
DIV In this witty, accessible study, the prominent Marxist thinker Terry
Eagleton launches a surprising defense of the reality of evil, drawing on
literary, theological, and psychoanalytic sources to suggest that evil, no
mere medieval artifact, is a real phenomenon with palpable force in our
contemporary world. In a book that ranges from St. Augustine to
alcoholism, Thomas Aquinas to Thomas Mann, Shakespeare to the
Holocaust, Eagleton investigates the frightful plight of those doomed
souls who apparently destroy for no reason. In the process, he poses a
set of intriguing questions. Is evil really a kind of nothingness? Why
should it appear so glamorous and seductive? Why does goodness seem
so boring? Is it really possible for human beings to delight in destruction
for no reason at all? /div
Freud's Theory and Its Use in Literary and Cultural Studies - Henk de
Berg 2004
Rarely has a single figure had as much influence on Western thought as
Sigmund Freud. His ideas permeate our culture to such a degree that an
understanding of them is indispensable. Yet many otherwise wellinformed students in the humanities labor under misconceptions or lack
of knowledge about Freudian theory. There are countless introductions
to Freudian psychoanalysis but, surprisingly, none that combine a
genuinely accessible account of Freud's ideas with an introduction to
their use in literary and cultural studies, as this book does. It is written
specifically for use by advanced undergraduate and graduate students in
courses dealing with literary and cultural criticism, yet will also be of
interest to the general reader. The book consists of two parts. Part one
explains Freud's key ideas, focusing on the role his theories of
repression, conscious and unconscious mental processes, sexuality,
dreams, free associations, "Freudian slips," resistance, and transference
the-idea-of-culture-terry-eagleton
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Adorno, Habermas, and others. Wide in span, as well as morally and
politically committed, this is Terry Eagleton's major work to date. It
forms both an original enquiry and an exemplary introduction.
The Future of Theory - Jean-Michel Rabaté 2008-04-15
In this controversial manifesto, Jean-Michel Rabaté addresses current
anxieties about the future of literary and cultural theory and proposes
that it still has a crucial role to play.
A Critique of Postcolonial Reason - Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
1999-06-28
Are the "culture wars" over? When did they begin? What is their
relationship to gender struggle and the dynamics of class? In her first full
treatment of postcolonial studies, a field that she helped define, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, one of the world's foremost literary theorists, poses
these questions from within the postcolonial enclave.
Materialism - Terry Eagleton 2017-02-07
A brilliant introduction to the philosophical concept of materialism and
its relevance to contemporary science and culture In this eye-opening,
intellectually stimulating appreciation of a fascinating school of
philosophy, Terry Eagleton makes a powerful argument that materialism
is at the center of today’s important scientific and cultural as well as
philosophical debates. The author reveals entirely fresh ways of
considering the values and beliefs of three very different
materialists—Marx, Nietzsche, and Wittgenstein—drawing striking
comparisons between their philosophies while reflecting on a wide array
of topics, from ideology and history to language, ethics, and the
aesthetic. Cogently demonstrating how it is our bodies and corporeal
activity that make thought and consciousness possible, Eagleton’s book
is a valuable exposition on philosophic thought that strikes to the heart
of how we think about ourselves and live in the world.
Why Marx Was Right - Terry Eagleton 2018-04-10
In this combative, controversial book, Terry Eagleton takes issue with
the prejudice that Marxism is dead and done with. Taking ten of the most
common objections to Marxism—that it leads to political tyranny, that it
reduces everything to the economic, that it is a form of historical
determinism, and so on—he demonstrates in each case what a woeful
travesty of Marx's own thought these assumptions are. In a world in
which capitalism has been shaken to its roots by some major crises, Why
Marx Was Right is as urgent and timely as it is brave and candid. Written
with Eagleton's familiar wit, humor, and clarity, it will attract an
audience far beyond the confines of academia.
After Theory - Terry Eagleton 2003
Terry Eagleton's acclaimed work 'Literary theory' inspired a generation
and established him as one of the leading thinkers of the Left. Now he
argues that the age of 'high' theory has come to a close - and looks at
what ought to follow. Tracing the rise and fall of theory from the 1960s
to the 1990s, Eagleton' explores the cultural and political factors that
brought it to birth, examining how path-breaking writers such as
Barthes, Foucault, Lacan and Kristeva brought subjects like gender,
power, sexuality and ethnicity out of the margins. He offers a candid
assessment of the gains and losses of cultural theory, rebutting many of
the standard charges against it, but claiming also that it has been silent
or evasive about a whole range of vital issues.
Sweet Violence - Terry Eagleton 2009-02-09
Terry Eagleton's Tragedy provides a major critical and analytical account
of the concept of 'tragedy' from its origins in the Ancient world right
down to the twenty-first century. A major new intellectual endeavour
from one of the world's finest, and most controversial, cultural theorists.
Provides an analytical account of the concept of 'tragedy' from its origins
in the ancient world to the present day. Explores the idea of the 'tragic'
across all genres of writing, as well as in philosophy, politics, religion
and psychology, and throughout western culture. Considers the
psychological, religious and socio-political implications and
consequences of our fascination with the tragic.
Radical Sacrifice - Terry Eagleton 2018-01-01
A trenchant analysis of sacrifice as the foundation of the modern, as well
as the ancient, social order The modern conception of sacrifice is at once
cast as a victory of self-discipline over desire and condescended to as
destructive and archaic abnegation. But even in the Old Testament, the
dual natures of sacrifice, embodying both ritual slaughter and moral
rectitude, were at odds. In this analysis, Terry Eagleton makes a
compelling argument that the idea of sacrifice has long been
misunderstood. Pursuing the complex lineage of sacrifice in a lyrical
discourse, Eagleton focuses on the Old and New Testaments, offering a
virtuosic analysis of the crucifixion, while drawing together a host of
philosophers, theologians, and texts--from Hegel, Nietzsche, and Derrida
the-idea-of-culture-terry-eagleton

to the Aeneid and The Wings of the Dove. Brilliant meditations on death
and eros, Shakespeare and St. Paul, irony and hybridity explore the
meaning of sacrifice in modernity, casting off misperceptions of barbarity
to reconnect the radical idea to politics and revolution.
Culture and the Death of God - Terry Eagleton 2014-03-25
Offers new observations on the persistence of God in modern times, and
considers how the war on terror and a post-9/11 society has impacted
atheism.
Holy Terror - Terry Eagleton 2005-09-08
Holy Terror is a profound and timely investigation of the idea of terror,
drawing upon political, philosophical, literary, and theological sources to
trace a genealogy from the ancient world to the modern day. Rather than
add to the mounting pile of political studies of terrorism, Terry Eagleton
offers here a metaphysics of terror with a serious historical perspective.
Writing with remarkable clarity and persuasive insight he examines a
concept whose cultural impact predates 9/11 by millennia. From its
earliest manifestations in rite and ritual, through the French Revolution
to the 'War on Terror' of today, terror has been regarded with both
horror and fascination. Eagleton examines the duality of the sacred (both
life-giving and death-dealing) and relates it, via current and past ideas of
freedom, to the idea of terror itself. Stretching from the cult of Dionysus
to the thought of Jacques Lacan, the book takes in en route ideas of God,
freedom, the sublime, and the unconscious. It also examines the problem
of evil, and devotes a concluding chapter to the idea of tragic sacrifice
and the scapegoat. Written by one of the world's foremost cultural
critics, Holy Terror is a provocative and ambitious examination of one of
the most urgent issues of our time.
The Function of Criticism - Terry Eagleton 1996
This wide-ranging book argues that criticism emerged in early bourgeois
society as a central feature of a “public sphere” in which political,
ethical, and literary judgements could mingle under the benign rule of
reason. The disintegration of this fragile culture brought on a crisis in
criticism, whose history since the 18th century has been fraught with
ambivalence and anxiety. Eagleton’s account embraces Addison and
Steele, Johnson and the 19-century reviewers, such critics as Arnold and
Stephen, the heyday of Scrutiny and New Criticism, and finally the
proliferation of avant-garde literary theories such as deconstructionism.
The Function of Criticism is nothing less than a history and critique of
the “critical institution” itself. Eagleton’s judgements on individual critics
are sharp and illuminating, which his general argument raises crucial
questions about the relations between language, literature and politics.
The Idea of Culture - Terry Eagleton 2013-05-29
Terry Eagleton's book, in this vital new series from Blackwell, focuses on
discriminating different meanings of culture, as a way of introducing to
the general reader the contemporary debates around it.
Ideology - Terry Eagleton 2014-07-21
This collection of readings on the concept of ideology is brought together
by the Marxist critic, Terry Eagleton. His introduction traces the
historical evolution of ideology and examines in a more theoretical style
the various meanings of the word and their significance. The readings
begin with the first English translations of some of the writing of the
French founder of the concept in the eighteenth century. They then move
from the enlightenment to Hegel and Marxism, with particular emphasis
on Marx and Engels themselves. They also look at other eighteenthcentury traditions of thought such as Nietzche and Freud. All the
readings are theoretical rather than examples of `ideology at work' and
will be of interest to undergraduate students of cultural, political and
historical studies concerned with ideology, as well as students of English
literature.
How to Read a Poem - Terry Eagleton 2011-12-15
Lucid, entertaining and full of insight, How To Read A Poemis designed
to banish the intimidation that too often attends thesubject of poetry, and
in doing so to bring it into the personalpossession of the students and the
general reader. Offers a detailed examination of poetic form and its
relationto content. Takes a wide range of poems from the Renaissance to
the presentday and submits them to brilliantly illuminating
closesanalysis. Discusses the work of major poets, including John
Milton,Alexander Pope, John Keats, Christina Rossetti, Emily
Dickinson,W.B. Yeats, Robert Frost, W.H.Auden, Seamus Heaney, Derek
Mahon,and many more. Includes a helpful glossary of poetic terms.
Marcel Mauss - Marcel Fournier 2015-07-28
This book is the first intellectual biography of Marcel Mauss (1872-1950),
the father of modern ethnology and a leading early figure in the French
school of sociology. Mauss left a rich intellectual legacy in the social
sciences, influencing the work of Claude Lévi-Strauss and others. His
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masterpiece, the 1925 essay The Gift, on reciprocity and gift economies
among archaic societies, remains required reading in anthropology, and
his work more broadly resonates today with students and scholars in
fields from the history of religion to sociology. Mauss taught the first
generation of French field researchers in anthropology and helped
secure the legacy of his uncle, émile Durkheim, the founder of modern
sociology. In Marcel Mauss: A Biography, Marcel Fournier situates
Mauss's ideas in their biographical context, focusing not only on the
details of Mauss's life but also on the people and the academic milieus
with which he was associated in early twentieth-century France. He
shows how Mauss--through his writings, teaching, and socialist politics-found himself at the center of the intellectual and political life of his
country and of Europe through two world wars. The book addresses,
among other topics, the effect of the Dreyfus Affair and the First World
War on Mauss's thought, and the inner dynamics of the group of scholars
around Mauss and Durkheim at the journal they helped establish, Année
Sociologique. The fruit of vast research, Marcel Mauss: A Biography is
the life story both of a legendary scholar and of the institutionalization of
sociology and anthropology.
The Significance of Theory - Terry Eagleton 1991-01-08
Terry Eagleton's work has had a powerful influence in debates about the
politics of literature and culture. This book reflects the breadth of his
interests. It offers a view of his career to date, raising a number of
central issues in literature, culture and politics.
The Illusions of Postmodernism - Terry Eagleton 2013-05-29
In this brilliant critique, Terry Eagleton explores the origins and
emergence of postmodernism, revealing its ambivalences and
contradictions. Above all he speaks to a particular kind of student, or
consumer, of popular "brands" of postmodern thought.
Culture - Terry Eagleton 2016-01-01
One of our most brilliant minds offers a sweeping intellectual history that
argues for the reclamation of culture's value Culture is a defining aspect
of what it means to be human. Defining culture and pinpointing its role in
our lives is not, however, so straightforward. Terry Eagleton, one of our
foremost literary and cultural critics, is uniquely poised to take on the
challenge. In this keenly analytical and acerbically funny book, he
explores how culture and our conceptualizations of it have evolved over
the last two centuries--from rarified sphere to humble practices, and
from a bulwark against industrialism's encroaches to present-day
capitalism's most profitable export. Ranging over art and literature as
well as philosophy and anthropology, and major but somewhat
"unfashionable" thinkers like Johann Gottfried Herder and Edmund
Burke as well as T. S. Eliot, Matthew Arnold, Raymond Williams, and
Oscar Wilde, Eagleton provides a cogent overview of culture set firmly in
its historical and theoretical contexts, illuminating its collusion with
colonialism, nationalism, the decline of religion, and the rise of and rule
over the "uncultured" masses. Eagleton also examines culture today,
lambasting the commodification and co-option of a force that, properly
understood, is a vital means for us to cultivate and enrich our social
lives, and can even provide the impetus to transform civil society.
Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture - Jubilee Professor of
Liberal Arts and Sciences Cary Nelson 1988
This title provides a picture of the state of Marxist thinking. It aims to
provoke a debate that will be of interest to those concerned with the
status and development of Marxism and also to theorists in all fields of
the human sciences.
Tragedy - Terry Eagleton 2020-08-04
A new account of tragedy and its fundamental position in Western
culture In this compelling account, eminent literary critic Terry Eagleton
explores the nuances of tragedy in Western culture—from literature and
politics to philosophy and theater. Eagleton covers a vast array of
thinkers and practitioners, including Nietzsche, Walter Benjamin, and
Slavoj Žižek, as well as key figures in theater, from Sophocles and
Aeschylus to Shakespeare and Ibsen. Eagleton examines the political
nature of tragedy, looking closely at its connection with periods of
historical transition. The dramatic form originated not as a meditation on
the human condition, but at moments of political engagement, when
civilizations struggled with the conflicts that beset them. Tragedy,
Eagleton demonstrates, is fundamental to human experience and culture.
Criticism and Ideology - Terry Eagleton 1980

Barthes and Derrida, has also moved beyond them. What kind of new,
fresh thinking does this new era demand? Eagleton concludes that
cultural theory must start thinking ambitiously again - not so that it can
hand the West its legitimation, but so that it can seek to make sense of
the grand narratives in which it is now embroiled.
Terry Eagleton - James Smith 2013-04-25
Terry Eagleton is one of the most influential contemporary literary
theorists and critics. His diverse body of work has been crucial to
developments in cultural theory and literary critical practice in modern
times, and for a generation of humanities students his writing has been a
source of both provocation and enjoyment. This book undertakes a lucid
and detailed analysis of Eagleton's oeuvre. It gives close attention to the
full range of Eagleton's major publications, examining their arguments
and implications, as well as how they have intervened in wider debates in
cultural theory. It also investigates his less familiar works, such as his
early writing on the Catholic left, as well as other as yet unpublished
material, showing how these works can be understood alongside the
more prominent areas of his thought. Through this, this book offers a
cohesive overview of Eagleton's career to date, tracing the development
of his theoretical positions, and an assessment of Eagleton's wider
contributions to fields such as Marxist literary criticism and cultural
theory. It will be essential reading for students of literary criticism,
cultural theory, and intellectual history.
Humour - Terry Eagleton 2019-05-14
A compelling guide to the fundamental place of humour and comedy
within Western culture—by one of its greatest exponents Written by an
acknowledged master of comedy, this study reflects on the nature of
humour and the functions it serves. Why do we laugh? What are we to
make of the sheer variety of laughter, from braying and cackling to
sniggering and chortling? Is humour subversive, or can it defuse dissent?
Can we define wit? Packed with illuminating ideas and a good many
excellent jokes, the book critically examines various well-known theories
of humour, including the idea that it springs from incongruity and the
view that it reflects a mildly sadistic form of superiority to others.
Drawing on a wide range of literary and philosophical sources, Terry
Eagleton moves from Aristotle and Aquinas to Hobbes, Freud, and
Bakhtin, looking in particular at the psychoanalytical mechanisms
underlying humour and its social and political evolution over the
centuries.
Literary Theory - Terry Eagleton 2011-11-30
A quarter of a century on from its original publication,Literary Theory:
An Introduction still conjures thesubversion, excitement and exoticism
that characterized theorythrough the 1960s and 70s, when it posed an
unprecedented challengeto the literary establishment. Eagleton has
added a new preface tothis anniversary edition to address more recent
developments inliterary studies, including what he describes as “the
growthof a kind of anti-theory”, and the idea that literary theoryhas been
institutionalized. Insightful and enlightening,Literary Theory: An
Introduction remains the essential guideto the field. 25th Anniversary
Edition of Terry Eagleton’s classicintroduction to literary theory First
published in 1983, and revised in 1996 to includematerial on
developments in feminist and cultural theory Has served as an
inspiration to generations of students andteachers Continues to function
as arguably the definitive undergraduatetextbook on literary theory
Reissue includes a new foreword by Eagleton himself, reflectingon the
impact and enduring success of the book, and on developmentsin literary
theory since it was first published
Terry Eagleton - David Alderson 2017-03-14
Terry Eagleton is the foremost Marxist cultural theorist of our time. In
the first book-length study of this highly influential figure, David
Alderson provides detailed discussions of Eagleton's Marxism and his
engagements with postmodernism, as well as an evaluation of his
interventions in Irish Studies. Each of the chapters in this important
intervention in current theoretical debates offers accessible
contextualization of the key issues and provides detailed analyses of
Eagleton's literary criticism. Alderson shows that the complex relations
between nature, culture and ideology, body, subjectivity and authority
are at the heart of Eagleton's ethical and political concerns. He goes on
to demonstrate that these relations inform the theorist's critical
examinations of such literary works as Wuthering Heights and The
Merchant of Venice, and his treatment of W.B. Yeats and Oscar Wilde.
Culture - Terry Eagleton 2016-05-24
Culture is a defining aspect of what it means to be human. Defining
culture and pinpointing its role in our lives is not, however, so
straightforward. Terry Eagleton, one of our foremost literary and cultural

After Theory - Terry Eagleton 2004-08-26
The golden age of cultural theory (the product of a decade and a half,
from 1965 to 1980) is long past. We are living now in its aftermath, in an
age which, having grown rich in the insights of thinkers like Althusser,
the-idea-of-culture-terry-eagleton
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critics, is uniquely poised to take on the challenge. In this keenly
analytical and acerbically funny book, he explores how culture and our
conceptualizations of it have evolved over the last two centuries—from
rarified sphere to humble practices, and from a bulwark against
industrialism’s encroaches to present-day capitalism’s most profitable
export. Ranging over art and literature as well as philosophy and
anthropology, and major but somewhat "unfashionable" thinkers like
Johann Gottfried Herder and Edmund Burke as well as T. S. Eliot,
Matthew Arnold, Raymond Williams, and Oscar Wilde, Eagleton provides
a cogent overview of culture set firmly in its historical and theoretical
contexts, illuminating its collusion with colonialism, nationalism, the
decline of religion, and the rise of and rule over the "uncultured" masses.
Eagleton also examines culture today, lambasting the commodification
and co-option of a force that, properly understood, is a vital means for us
to cultivate and enrich our social lives, and can even provide the impetus
to transform civil society.
Everything, All the Time, Everywhere - Stuart Jeffries 2021-10-26
A radical new history of a dangerous idea Post-Modernity is the creative
destruction that has shattered our present times into fragments. It
dynamited modernism which had dominated the western world for most
of the 20th century. Post-modernism stood for everything modernism
rejected: fun, exuberance, irresponsibility. But beneath its glitzy surface,
post-modernism had a dirty secret: it was the fig leaf for a rapacious new
kind of capitalism. It was also the forcing ground of the 'post truth', by
means of which western values got turned upside down. But where do
these ideas come from and how have they impacted on the world? In his
brilliant history of a dangerous idea, Stuart Jeffries tells a narrative that
starts in the early 1970s and continue to today. He tells this history
through a riotous gallery that includes David Bowie, the Ipod, Frederic
Jameson, the demolition of Pruit-Igoe, Madonna, Post-Fordism, Jeff
Koon's 'Rabbit', Deleuze and Guattari, the Nixon Shock, The Bowery
series, Judith Butler, Las Vegas, Margaret Thatcher, Grand Master Flash,
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I Love Dick, the RAND Corporation, the Sex Pistols, Princess Diana, the
Musee D'Orsay, Grand Theft Auto, Perry Anderson, Netflix, 9/11 We are
today scarcely capable of conceiving politics as a communal activity
because we have become habituated to being consumers rather than
citizens. Politicians treat us as consumers to whom they must deliver.
Can we do anything else than suffer from buyer's remorse?
The Gatekeeper - Terry Eagleton 2013-09-10
Oxford professor, best-selling author, preeminent literary critic,
playwright, screenwriter, and novelist, Terry Eagleton knows all about
the claims of competing worlds. One of his earliest roles growing up
Catholic in Protestant England was as "the gatekeeper"-the altar boy who
at reverend mother's nod literally closed the door on young women
taking the veil, separating the sanctity of the convent from earthly
temptations and family obligations. Often scathingly funny, frequently
tender, and always completely engaging, The Gatekeeper is Eagleton's
memoirs, his deep-etched portraits of those who influenced him, either
by example or by contrast: his father, headmasters, priests, and
Cambridge dons. He was a shy, bookish, asthmatic boy keenly aware of
social inferiority yet determined to make his intellectual way. "Our aim in
life," he writes of his working-class, Irish-immigrant-descended family,
"was to have the words 'We Were No Trouble' inscribed on our
tombstones." But Eagleton knew trouble was the point of it all. Opening
doors sometimes meant rattling the knobs. At both Cambridge and
Oxford, he gravitated toward dialectics and mavericks, countering
braying effeteness with withering if dogmatic dissections of the class
system. The Gatekeeper mixes the soberly serious with the downright
hilarious, skewer-sharp satire with unashamed fondness, the personal
with the political. Most of it all it reveals a young man learning to
reconcile differences and oppositions: a double-edged portrait of the
intellectual as a young man.
Literary Theory : An Introduction, Anniversary Ed. - Terry Eagleton
2008
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