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The Mosaic of Christian Belief - Roger E. Olson
2009-09-20
An ECPA 2003 Gold Medallion Finalist! The
story of Christian theology has often been
divisive and disjointed. Providing this companion
volume to his earlier work The Story of Christian
Theology, Roger E. Olson thematically traces the
contours of Christian belief down through the
ages, revealing a pattern of both unity and
diversity. He finds a consensus of teaching that
is both unitive and able to incorporate a faithful
diversity when not forced into the molds of false
either-or alternatives. The mosaic that emerges
from Olson's work displays a mediating
evangelical theology that is nonspeculative and
irenic in spirit and tone. Specifically written with
the nonspecialist in mind, Olson has masterfully
sketched out the contours of Christian faith with
simplicity while avoiding oversimplification.
God in Dispute - Roger E. Olson 2009-10-01
This volume creatively explores the history of
Christian thought by imagining a series of
twenty-nine dialogues and debates among key
figures throughout church history. It traces the
history of theology via such conversation
partners as Augustine and Pelagius, Calvin and
Arminius, Barth and Brunner, and Bultmann and
Pannenberg. Each imagined dialogue includes a
brief summary that introduces the figures under
consideration, a more detailed assessment of the
thinkers and theological issues presented, and a
guide for further reading. This approach offers
readers an entertaining, informative, and

concise history of Christian thought.
Who Needs Theology? - Stanley J. Grenz
2009-08-20
Stanley J. Grenz and Roger E. Olson show what
theology is, what tools theologians use, why
every believer (advanced degrees or not) is a
theologian and how the theological enterprise
can be productive and satisfying.
Redemptive Kingdom Diversity - Jarvis J.
Williams 2021-09-28
This book provides a comprehensive biblical and
theological survey of the people of God in the
Old and New Testaments, offering insights for
today's transformed and ethnically diverse
church. Jarvis Williams explains that God's
people have always been intended to be a
diverse community. From Genesis to Revelation,
God has intended to restore humanity's vertical
relationship with God, humanity's horizontal
relationship with one another, and the entire
creation through Jesus. Through Jesus, both Jew
and gentile are reconciled to God and together
make up a transformed people. Williams then
applies his biblical and theological analysis to
selected aspects of the current conversation
about race, racism, and ethnicity, explaining
what it means to be the church in today's
multiethnic context. He argues that the church
should demonstrate redemptive kingdom
diversity, for it has been transformed into a new
community that is filled with many diverse
ethnic communities.
Future Faith - Wesley Granberg-Michaelson
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2018-03-23
In Future Faith: Ten Challenges Reshaping the
Practice of Christianity, author Wesley
Granberg-Michaelson provides a lucid view of
how the top ten winds of change blowing
through global Christian faith are reshaping the
practice of Christianity today. He is uniquely
qualified to identify and interpret connection
points between global Christian trends and the
American church. Drawing on the stories,
examples, and personalities of pastors and
congregations from throughout the U.S. as well
as those from Africa, Asia, Latin America, who
are the faces of Christianity's future, Future
Faith is designed to inform and empower
followers of Jesus to seek new ways of becoming
the face of Christ to a rapidly changing world.
Leaders and practitioners in church growth,
renewal, and planting will be a primary audience
for this book. Students of religion from Catholic,
evangelical, Pentecostal, and historic Protestant
streams will find this book an informative and
stimulating resource for pondering together the
future of their faith. Small groups engaged in
congregational nurture and growth will find in
the author a welcome companion for guiding
them through the multi-cultural landscape of
contemporary faith.
Counterfeit Christianity - Roger E. Olson
2015-08-04
Historic heresies didn’t die or fade away. Each
generation boasts its own. Even while these
counterfeit teachings remain outside the
accepted bounds of Christianity, modern-day
versions plague churches.So how does a church
leader or pastor understand and deal with these
age-old controversies when they pop up in the
congregation? In this book, Roger Olson
describes the curses but also gifts that heresies
bring the Church. While heresies can
occasionally correct a version of orthodoxy, they
are not simple confusions or misunderstandings
about impenetrable mysteries of divine
revelation. Instead they undermine the faith and
are dangerous distortions. The author describes
major heresies and how the church dealt with
them, the players, and what pastors can do to
address these faith issues in order to educate
congregations about Jesus, God, and salvation.
Also included are questions for individual or
group study. Also available - a Leader guide with

DVD in which Adam Hamilton hosts on-screen
conversations with Roger Olson
(9781501806360)
The Cambridge Companion to Christian Political
Theology - Craig Hovey 2015-11-18
Interest in political theology has surged in
recent years, and this accessible volume
provides a focused overview of the field. Many
are asking serious questions about religious
faith in secular societies, the origin and function
of democratic polities, worldwide economic
challenges, the shift of Christianity's center of
gravity to the global south, and anxieties related
to bold and even violent assertions of
theologically determined political ideas. In
fourteen original essays, authors examine
Christian political theology in order to clarify the
contemporary discourse and some of its most
important themes and issues. These include upto-date, critical engagements with historical
figures like Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and
Immanuel Kant; discussions of how the Bible
functions theopolitically; and introductions to
key movements such as liberation theology,
Catholic social teaching, and radical orthodoxy.
An invaluable resource for students and scholars
in theology, the Companion will also be
beneficial to those in history, philosophy, and
politics.
A Theology for the Twenty-First Century Douglas F. Ottati 2020-10-15
Christianity in the United States is in crisis.
Liberalism is declining, evangelicalism is
splintering, increasing numbers of Christians are
slipping away from churches, and more and
more young people are for various reasons
finding Christianity as they conceive it (a
metaphysical thought system, or society of
science-deniers, or an ideology for oppressors)
not just implausible but repellent. At the same
time, Christians across denominational and
ideological divides are rediscovering a moral
core, especially in the Jesus of the Gospels, that
reactivates and unites them, and this kind of
faith appeals to many who consider themselves
averse to all traditional organized religion. But
any revitalized Christian faith is going to need to
understand its rootedness in, and interpretation
of, Christianity’s foundational texts and
traditions. Noted theologian Douglas F. Ottati
steps in to offer a theology for this new era.
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Combining deep learning in texts and traditions
with astute awareness of contemporary
questions and patterns of thought and life, he
asks: what does it mean, in our time, to
understand the God of the Bible as Creator and
Redeemer? Distilling the content of Christian
faith into seventy concise propositions, he
explains each in lucid, cogent prose. A Theology
for the Twenty-First Century will be an essential
textbook for those training for ministry in our
current climate, a wise guide for contemporary
believers who wonder how best to understand
and communicate their faith, and an inviting and
intelligent resource for serious inquirers who
wonder whether the way of Jesus might help
them grasp the real world while remaining open
to the transcendent.
The Mosaic of Christian Belief - Roger E.
Olson 2016-03-21
In this second edition of Roger E. Olson's classic
work, he thematically traces the contours of
Christian belief down through the ages,
revealing a pattern of both unity and diversity.
He finds a consensus of teaching that is both
unitive and able to incorporate a faithful
diversity when not forced into the molds of false
either-or alternatives.
The Christian Theology Reader - Alister E.
McGrath 2016-08-04
Regarded as the leading text in Christian
theology for the last 25 years, Alister E.
McGrath’s The Christian Theology Reader is now
available in a new 5th edition featuring
completely revised and updated content. Brings
together more than 350 readings from over 200
sources that chart 2,000 years of Christian
history Situates each reading within the
appropriate historical and theological context
with its own introduction, commentary, and
study questions Includes new readings on world
Christianity and feminist, liberation, and
postcolonial theologies, as well as more
selections by female theologians and theologians
from the developing world Contains additional
pedagogical features, such as new discussion
questions and case studies, and a robust website
with new videos by the author to aid student
learning Designed to function as a stand-alone
volume, or as a companion to Christian
Theology: An Introduction, 6th edition, for a
complete overview of the subject

From Jesus to Christ - Paula Fredriksen
2008-10-01
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and
enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary
Supplement In this exciting book, Paula
Fredriksen explains the variety of New
Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways
that the new Christian communities interpreted
his mission and message in light of the delay of
the Kingdom he had preached. This edition
includes an introduction reviews the most recent
scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both
history and theology. "Brilliant and lucidly
written, full of original and fascinating
insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the
American Academy of Religion "This is a firstrate work of a first-rate historian."—James D.
Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts
her documents—principally the writings of the
New Testament—as an archaeologist would an
especially rich complex site. With great care she
distinguishes the literary images from historical
fact. As she does so, she explains the images of
Jesus in terms of the strategies and purposes of
the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian Science
Monitor
Arminian Theology - Roger E. Olson 2009-08-20
Roger Olson sets forth classical Arminian
theology and addresses the myriad
misunderstandings and misrepresentations of it
through the ages. For anyone interested in the
Calvinist/Arminian debate, this irenic yet incisive
book argues that classical Arminian theology has
a rightful place in the evangelical church
because of its deep roots within Reformational
theology.
Pocket History of Evangelical Theology Roger E. Olson 2007-01-26
Roger Olson provides us with a concise, lively
and readable history of evangelical theology.
Finding its antecedents in early Pietism of the
late seventeenth century, Olson traces its
development through the revivalism in Great
Britain and America in the eighteenth century
from its roots within Puritanism, Wesleyanism
and the Great Awakening. Olson then takes us
forward in time as he considers evangelicalism
in its connection with the Old Princeton
theology, Holiness-Pentecostalism and
fundamentalism, tracing its course to our
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contemporary context. Great as a reference
book, a refresher course or for use in
introductory theology classes.
Exploring Our Christian Faith - W. T. Purkiser
1978-03-08
A careful, conservative, thoroughly prepared
study of doctrine. It is Wesleyan-Arminian and
thoroughly evangelical. Attention is given to
history of doctrine, comparative religions, and
the ethics and practices of the Christian life.
Cloth.
Reformed and Always Reforming (Acadia Studies
in Bible and Theology) - Roger E. Olson
2007-10-01
The community of evangelicals sometimes seems
so broad as to defy definition, but theological
conservatism has been one consistent marker.
Now, says theologian Roger Olson,
postconservatism is moving beyond conventional
battles against liberalism and heresy to posit a
dynamic and realistic approach. While
conservatives strive to preserve tradition and
protect orthodoxy, postconservatives urge
openness to doctrinal reform without
abandoning orthodoxy. Where differences exist
between doctrine and Scripture, doctrine must
be brought into conformity with the Word.
Postconservatives want to free evangelical
theology from its paradoxical captivity to
rationalism and its obsession with "facts" so that
it may recognize truth in experience and
personal knowledge. Theologians, pastors,
seminarians, and serious thinkers will find many
depths to plumb in this exhaustive survey of
critics, advocates, and fellow travelers on the
evangelical journey.
Essential Beliefs - Mark A. Maddix 2016-07-01
Christians believe many different things.
Distinguishing the essentials from the
nonessentials seems impossible. Is there any
way to make sense of it all?Essential Beliefs
approaches the myriad of Christian beliefs from
the Wesleyan perspective, setting apart and
highlighting the most significant doctrines. From
the outset, the book emphasizes that Christian
theology must not only be informative but also
transformative; it is, above all, a call to the love
of God and neighbor. The theologians who
contributed to this work do not lose sight of
these distinctive features. From discussions
about the Trinity to sanctification and the

church, the idea that Christianity is relational
and centered on a loving relationship with God
through Christ by the Holy Spirit is always
present.Written by educators and pastors from
different backgrounds and cultures, Essential
Beliefs is an indispensable benefit for those
wanting a deeper grasp of the Christian faith.
The Mosaic of Christian Belief - Roger E.
Olson 2016-04-01
In this second edition of Roger E. Olson's classic
work, he thematically traces the contours of
Christian belief down through the ages,
revealing a pattern of both unity and diversity.
He finds a consensus of teaching that is both
unitive and able to incorporate a faithful
diversity when not forced into the molds of false
either-or alternatives.
The Journey of Modern Theology - Roger E.
Olson 2013-12-01
In this major revision and expansion of the
classic 20th Century Theology (1992),
coauthored with Stanley J. Grenz, Roger Olson
tells the full story of modern theology from
Descartes to Caputo, from the Kantian
revolution to postmodernism, now recast in
terms of how theologians have accommodated or
rejected modernity.
The SCM Press A-Z of Evangelical Theology
- Roger E. Olson 2005
"The SCM Press A-Z of Evangelical Theology" is
a comprehensive critical survey of the main
persons, events, controversies, concepts, and
institutions of twentieth-century evangelical
theology. It will introduce readers to and be a
reference work for the study of
evangelicalicalism's distinctive theological vision
in its unity and diversity. Olson explores
evangelical theology through five lenses: The
Story of Evangelical Theology; Movements and
Organisations Related to Evangelical Theology;
Key Figures in Evangelical Theology; Traditional
Doctrines in Evangelical Theology; and Issues in
Evangelical Theology. Here is a unique, compact
narrative description of the origins, rise and
significance of evangelical theology today. About
the Author Roger E Olson is Professor of
Theology at George W Truett Theological
Seminary, Baylor University, USA.
Arminian Theology - Roger E. Olson
2006-09-05
Roger Olson sets forth classical Arminian
Downloaded from

the-mosaic-of-christian-belief-twenty-centuries-unity-amp-diversity-roger-e-olson

4/9

test.unicaribe.edu.do
on by guest

theology and addresses the myriad
misunderstandings and misrepresentations of it
through the ages. For anyone interested in the
Calvinist/Arminian debate, this irenic yet incisive
book argues that classical Arminian theology has
a rightful place in the evangelical church
because of its deep roots within Reformational
theology.
The Trinity - Roger E. Olson 2002
The first volume in the Guides to Theology series
provides an accessible, historical treatment of
the Trinity. It traces the doctrine of the Trinity
as it emerges in early Christianity, through
medieval and reformation eras and into the
modern age.
Renewal Theology - J. Rodman Williams
2011-05-03
Renewal Theology deals with the full range of
Christian truth from within the charismatic
tradition. Previously published as three separate
volumes, Renewal Theology represents the first
exhaustive, balanced articulation of charismatic
theology. Renewal Theology discusses: Book
One--God, the World, and Redemption - Book
Two--Salvation, the Holy Spirit, and Christian
Living - Book Three--The Church, the Kingdom,
and Last Things. As theology, this work is an
intellectual achievement. But it is much more
than that. The author urges the church to
undertake its task of theology in the proper
spirit: - an attitude of prayer - a deepening sense
of reverence - an ever-increasing purity of heart
- a spirit of growing love - a theological approach
rooted in the glory of God. Done in such a spirit,
theology becomes a faithful and powerful
witness to the living God.
I Want to Live These Days with You - Dietrich
Bonhoeffer 2007-09-04
This collection of inspirational writings from
Dietrich Bonhoeffer is drawn from his many
works and presented here as a series of daily
meditations to last throughout the year.
Organized under monthly themes, these prayers,
sermons, meditations, letters, and notes offer
readers a new glimpse at how Bonhoeffer
understood the meaning of faith and
discipleship. Featuring selections from classic
works such as The Cost of Discipleship and
Letters and Papers from Prison, this set of
writings follows the church year, making it ideal
for year-long devotional use by readers seeking

to be challenged and enlightened by
Bonhoeffer's call to find God at the center of
their lives.
Theology in the Context of World
Christianity - Timothy C. Tennent 2009-05-26
It’s no secret that the center of Christianity has
shifted from the West to the global South and
East. While the truths of the Christian faith are
universal, new contexts bring new questions,
new understandings, and new expressions. What
does this mean for theology? Is the Christian
faith not only culturally translatable, but also
theologically translatable?Timothy Tennent
answers this question with a resounding yes.
Theological reflection is alive and well in the
majority world church, and these new
perspectives need to be heard, considered, and
brought into conversation with Western
theologians. Global theology can make us aware
of our own blind spots and biases. Because of its
largely conservative stance, global theology has
much to offer toward the revitalization of
Western Christianity.Tennent examines
traditional theological categories in conversation
with theologians from across the globe, making
this volume valuable for students, pastors,
missionaries, and theologians alike.
20th-Century Theology - Stanley J. Grenz
2010-01-26
Stanley J. Grenz and Roger E. Olson offer a
sympathetic guide and a critical assessment of
the significant theologies and theologians of the
20th century. They trace the shifts in theol-ogy
as it has moved back and forth between God's
immanence and God's transcendence.
Revelation - 1999-01-01
The final book of the Bible, Revelation
prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in
a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and
numerological predictions. According to these,
empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed
and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an
introduction by Will Self.
Spirit and Power - William W. Menzies
2011-05-03
The times have long passed when Pentecostals
were viewed as Protestantism’s untouchables.
Today, the shock waves from Azusa Street have
influenced countless Evangelicals worldwide.
But if dialogue between Pentecostals and
Evangelicals has awakened within the latter a
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thirst for the power of God’s Spirit, it has
challenged Pentecostals to examine their
theology more deeply in the light of his Word.
Just how firm is the biblical foundation on which
they stand?Spirit and Power provides a cuttingedge look at Pentecostal theology. It addresses
the concern expressed by its authors and echoed
throughout charismatic churches today:
“Although our Pentecostal forefathers intuitively
grasped the correlation between the reality they
experienced and the promise of Acts 1:8, they
did not always articulate their theology in a
manner that was convincing to other believers
committed to the authority of Scripture.” In
response, theologians William and Robert
Menzies explore Pentecostalism in a scholarly
and current light. Spirit and Power is no mere
paraphrase of dated approaches. It is a fresh and
penetrating look at the whys and wherefores of
Pentecostal doctrine that sets a new standard
for Spirit-filled theology. Whatever your
persuasion may be as a Christian, this book’s
thoughtfulness, balance, and biblical integrity
will help you appreciate more fully the strengths
of the Pentecostal stance.Laying the groundwork
for an accurate understanding of Luke’s writings
in particular, the authors help you grasp the
foundations of Pentecostal theology from the
standpoints of history, hermeneutics, and
exegesis. Then, in Part Two, they give you an indepth look at specific Pentecostal concerns: the
baptism of the Holy Spirit as a blessing
subsequent to salvation, evidential tongues,
signs and wonders, healing in the atonement,
and more. You’ll deepen your understanding of
the basis for Pentecostal beliefs. And you’ll gain
a feel for the mutually beneficial dialogue that
continues between Pentecostals and
Evangelicals today.
The Essentials of Christian Thought - Roger E.
Olson 2017-03-14
Or at least, such an outlook should unite
Christians of all theological and church
backgrounds. However, alternate visions of
reality often infect and corrupt Christians’
thinking. In The Essentials of Christian Thought,
eminent theologian and church historian Roger
Olson outlines the basic perspective on the
world that all Christians, regardless of the place
and time in which they are born, have
historically held. This underlying metaphysic

accords with all orthodox theologies, whether
Calvinist or Arminian, Roman Catholic, Eastern
Orthodox, or Protestant, but it separates
Christianity from other religious and secular
perspectives. It is, quite simply, the essential
requirement of a Christian view of the world.
Bold and incisive, The Essentials of Christian
Thought will prompt thoughtful readers and
students to more consciously appropriate the
core of their faith, guarding against ideas that
subtly but necessarily invite compromise.
Across the Spectrum - Gregory A. Boyd
2009-09
This accessible yet comprehensive primer
explores the breadth of viewpoints on major
issues in evangelical theology by examining
positions taken by evangelicals on seventeen
seminal issues. The second edition retains the
helpful features of the first edition and adds an
appendix that addresses thirteen peripheral
issues in contemporary evangelicalism. Praise
for the first edition "The authors do what no
book on the market does: In one volume they
faithfully present divergent views on the crucial
issues that divide evangelicals, and they do so in
an unbiased, succinct, and lively manner. This
book is perfect as a supplemental text in an
introductory theology course or as a manual for
church study groups. It will help everyone arrive
at his or her own conclusions within the
parameters of the evangelical tradition."--Dennis
Okholm, Azusa Pacific University "Across the
Spectrum succeeds with distinction in at least
two respects. First, it represents a very useful
tool for those who wish to begin grappling with
different approaches to difficult theological
problems. The book will be most helpful to
beginning students in evangelical theology, the
target audience. Second, the work presents
various perspectives in fair and unbiased tones. .
. . If used with care, it will repeatedly reward the
reader with its fair and even treatment of
different theological views."--Nathan D.
Holsteen, Bibliotheca Sacra "I've been waiting
for this book for some time. Due to its brief,
nontechnical format, it can be used in a variety
of ways in undergraduate theology courses.
Although a concise volume, it succinctly outlines
multiple arguments, both pro and con, for
(incredibly!) over two dozen issues in disputed,
largely non-fundamental areas of doctrine. The
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professor can present positions in favor of
particular views or leave the issues open. It's
settled--I'm requiring it!"--Gary R. Habermas,
Liberty University "A collective sigh of relief will
arise from the evangelical student body when it
discovers this book! It helpfully and critically
surveys the many legitimate evangelical
theological options and convincingly
demonstrates that there is no single
authentically evangelical viewpoint on a wide
range of controversial issues. It constitutes a
small library between two covers."--Roger E.
Olson, George W. Truett Theological Seminary,
Baylor University
Pocket History of Theology - Roger E. Olson
2005-10-06
Based on Roger Olson's widely acclaimed The
Story of Christian Theology,this concise and
informative guide surveys events, teachings and
challenges to the Christian faith from the second
to the twenty-first centuries.
The Story of Christian Theology - Roger E.
Olson 2009-08-20
In his book, poised to become a standard
historical theology textbook, Roger Olson takes
us on a journey of events ranging from the
apostolic fathers to the Reformation to the
present.
The Mosaic of Atonement - Joshua M. McNall
2019-08-27
The Mosaic of Atonement offers a fresh and
integrated approach to historic models of
atonement. While modern treatments of the
doctrine have tended toward either a defensive
hierarchy, in which one model is singled out as
most important, or a disconnected plurality, in
which multiple images are affirmed but with no
order of arrangement, this book argues for a
reintegration of four famous "pieces" of
atonement doctrine through the governing
image of Christ-shaped mosaic. Unlike a
photograph in which tiny pixels present a
seamless blending of color and shape, a mosaic
allows each piece to retain its recognizable
particularity, while also integrating them in the
service of a single larger image. If one stands
close, one can identify individual squares of
glass or tile that compose the greater picture.
And if one steps back, there is the larger picture
to be admired. Yet in the great mosaics of ageold Christian churches, the goal is not for

viewers to construct the image, as in a puzzle,
but to appreciate it. So too with this mosaic of
atonement doctrine. While no one model is set
above or against the others, the book notes
particular ways in which the "pieces"--the feet,
heart, head, and hands--mutually support one
another to form a more holistic vision of Christ's
work. "This is my body," Jesus said to his
followers, and by reintegrating these oftdismembered aspects of atonement, we will note
fresh ways in which it was given for us.
Finding God in the Shack - Roger E. Olson
2009
Olson delves into many of the significant issues
raised by the popular book "The Shack," such as
forgiving those who have done evil, how God
acts in the world, how God is three persons in
one, and what difference this makes.
The Rise of Evangelicalism - Mark A. Noll
2015-05-21
Winner of a Christianity Today 2005 Book
Award! The word evangelical is widely used and
widely misunderstood. Where did evangelicals
come from? What motivated them? How did
their influence become so widespread
throughout the world during the eighteenth
century? In this paper edition of this inaugural
book in a series that charts the course of
English-speaking evangelicalism over the last
300 years, Mark Noll offers a multinational
narrative of the origin, development and rapid
diffusion of evangelical movements in their first
two generations. Theology, hymnody, gender,
warfare, politics and science are all taken into
consideration. But the focus is on the landmark
individuals, events and organizations that
shaped the story of the beginnings of this
vibrant Christian movement. The revivals in
Britain and North America in the mid-eighteenth
century proved to be foundational in the
development of the movement, its ethos, beliefs
and subsequent direction. In these revivals, the
core commitments of evangelicals were formed
that continue to this day. In this volume you will
find the fascinating story of their formation,
their strengths and their weaknesses, but always
their dynamism.
The God Who Plays - Brian Edgar 2017-12-20
Many people would be surprised to hear that a
playful attitude towards God and the world lies
at the heart of Christian faith. Traditionally
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Christians have focused on the serious
responsibilities of service, sacrifice, and
commitment. But the prophets say that the
future kingdom is full of people laughing and
playing, which has implications for Christians
who are called to live out the future kingdom in
the present. Play is not trivial or secondary to
work and service--only a playful way of living
does justice to the seriousness of life! Play is the
essential and ultimate form of relationship with
God, which is why Jesus told people to learn
from children. Indeed, a playful attitude is an
important part of all significant relationships.
This book explores grace, faith, love, worship,
redemption, and the kingdom from the
perspective of a playful attitude. It describes
how to create a "play ethic" to match the "work
ethic" and discusses play as a virtue, Aquinas's
warning against the sin of not playing enough,
and Bonhoeffer's claim that in a world of pain it
is only the Christian who can truly play.
Finding God in the Shack - Roger E. Olson
2009-02-22
The Shack has touched millions of readers with
its portrayal of a compassionate God in the face
of great evil. Many have identified with the main
character's Great Sadness, the terrible burden of
grief that often accompanies and follows a deep
loss, for the Great Sadness is part of the human
condition. And it compels us to ask, Where is
God? Who is God? Roger Olson, who has faced
his own Great Sadness, finds a good deal of
comfort in this much beloved, story as have so
many others. Some may ask, however, Is God
really like that? Is that really how God responds
to evil? Can God be trusted? Olson also views
The Shack with a theologian's eye and finds
much sound truth. He delves into many of the
significant issues raised by the book such as
forgiving those who have done us great evil, how
God acts in the world, how God is three persons
in one and what difference this makes to us.
While he offers his own criticisms of the book, he
largely finds the truth about God in The Shack.
Belgic Confession Theology - Alister E. McGrath 2017-09-12
This fourth edition of the international bestseller
is the ideal introduction for those who are new
to Christian theology. In this revised and
expanded edition, the author introduces readers

to the central ideas and beliefs, the key debates
and the leading thinkers of Christianity.
Throughout, the aim is to bring clarity and
brevity to the central ideas of theology, both
traditional and contemporary. The text
comprehensively covers the individual doctrines
that form the Christian belief system, weaving
together these doctrines, their history, and the
intellectual nuance behind them into an interconnected web. All major Christian
denominations are explored, as are their
differences and shared customs and beliefs. This
rich tapestry results in a clear view of
Christianity, providing a coherent vision of the
religion in its main forms.
Against Calvinism - Roger E. Olson 2011-10-25
Calvinist theology has been debated and
promoted for centuries. But is it a theology that
should last? Roger Olson suggests that
Calvinism, also commonly known as Reformed
theology, holds an unwarranted place in our list
of accepted theologies. In Against Calvinism,
readers will find scholarly arguments explaining
why Calvinist theology is incorrect and how it
affects God’s reputation. Olson draws on a
variety of sources, including Scripture, reason,
tradition, and experience, to support his critique
of Calvinism and the more historically rich,
biblically faithful alternative theologies he
proposes. Addressing what many evangelical
Christians are concerned about today—so-called
“new Calvinism,” a movement embraced by a
generation labeled as “young, restless,
Reformed” —Against Calvinism is the only book
of its kind to offer objections from a nonCalvinist perspective to the current wave of
Calvinism among Christian youth. As a
companion to Michael Horton’s For Calvinism,
readers will be able to compare contrasting
perspectives and form their own opinions on the
merits and weaknesses of Calvinism.
Called to the Life of the Mind - Richard J. Mouw
2014-11-27
“I wasn’t supposed to spend my life in the world
of scholarship,” Richard Mouw acknowledges at
the beginning of Called to the Life of the Mind.
Yet he has indeed spent his career in the
academy -- and has become one of the most
widely respected evangelical Christian scholars
of our time. In this wise little book Mouw
defends Christian scholarship as an important
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and legitimate endeavor, responding in
particular to those traditions that continue to be
suspicious of intellectual pursuits. Writing in an
inviting, conversational style, Mouw reflects

candidly on the faithful Christian cultivation of
the life of the mind and offers gentle advice on
how Christians, especially evangelicals, might
fruitfully navigate the world of the academy as
followers of Jesus.
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