My Turn Autobiography Johan Cruyff
Yeah, reviewing a ebook My Turn Autobiography Johan Cruyff could increase your close associates listings. This is just one of the solutions for
you to be successful. As understood, triumph does not recommend that you have fantastic points.
Comprehending as competently as pact even more than new will provide each success. bordering to, the notice as competently as perception of this
My Turn Autobiography Johan Cruyff can be taken as competently as picked to act.

The Barcelona Way - Damian Hughes 2018-08-09
'Does culture create competitive advantage? Case closed in this
compelling analysis of sporting success. Read it.' – James Kerr,
bestselling author of Legacy. In The Barcelona Way, sports psychologist
Prof. Damian Hughes draws on exclusive insight into FCB as well as firsthand research from organizational psychology, to set out a method to
create your own high-performance culture. At the heart of FCB’s winning
culture are a set of principles, epitomized by Pep Guardiola, Johan
Cruyff, Lionel Messi and many other FCB legends, which govern how to
nurture talent, prepare for change and provide the best environment to
build a culture of sustained success. These principles: Big Picture, Arc of
Change, Repetition, Cultural Architects, Authentic Leadership are at the
heart of FCB’s unprecedented domination of football, and are the key to
developing high-performance cultures in any team-based organisation
across every industry. The Barcelona Way is a hugely practical must-read
that sets out a clear plan, based on the same principles, for you to create
a culture of success and get the best of yourself and your team.
Carlo Ancelotti - Carlo Ancelotti 2010-10-19
The entertaining, revealing, and controversial bestselling autobiography
of one of the most respected figures in the world of soccer. Carlo
Ancelotti is one of only six people to have won the Champions
League—European soccer’s most coveted trophy—as both player and
coach. After a successful career playing for several of the most important
teams in Italy—and for the Italian national team—Ancelotti went on to
become one of the most acclaimed and outspoken coaches in European
football, managing Italian giants Parma, Juventus, and Milan before
moving to Chelsea, one of the Premier League’s most successful clubs, in
2009. The book moves from anecdotes of his life growing up in Reggio
Emilia to stories of his time playing among the best footballers in the
world. With a characteristic mixture of sharp insight and humor,
Ancelotti explores the differences between the Italian and the English
games, shares his thoughts on soccer’s future with the MLS in America,
and reflects on the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. With a preface by
the legendary former captain of the Italian national team, Paolo Maldini,
this book is at once a tactician’s bible from one of the world’s most
celebrated footballing minds, the fascinating story of an ordinary man
reaching great heights, and in part a revealing tell-all from an outspoken
insider in the cut-throat world of European soccer. The perfect book for
anyone with a passion for the beautiful game.
Commitment - Didier Drogba 2015-11-19
The story of one of the most recognisable and successful players in world
football. Didier Drogba is renowned for his heading ability, sharp
shooting and sheer strength. He has played for his native Ivory Coast and
for clubs in France, China and Turkey, but it is as a Chelsea striker that
he is best known. His feats with Chelsea have made him a cult hero
among supporters. In Didier Drogba's honest and revealing
autobiography he will talk about life as an immigrant in Paris, the
importance of his education and how finding success later than most
professional footballers has kept him grounded. In 2012 Didier was voted
Chelsea's greatest ever player. He talks from a privileged behind-thescenes position about tactics and how he felt mentally and physically as
well as anecdotes from the dressing room. Didier provides unique insight
into important and controversial matches from the first trophy he won
with them in 2005 to the Premier League title a decade later; as well as
what persuaded him to stay when he was at his lowest ebb. Away from
football Drogba has been widely applauded for his involvement in trying
to broker peace in the Ivorian civil war - he is a UN Goodwill Ambassador
and does a huge amount of work with the Didier Drogba Foundation Time magazine named him one of the world's 100 most influential
people. Go behind the scenes at Stamford Bridge and find out about life
on and off the field for this humble Chelsea hero.
Recovering - Richie Sadlier 2019-10-04
When a career-ending injury saw former Ireland and Millwall striker
Richie Sadlier retire from football at age 24, his life spiralled out of
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control. Without structure or a sense of purpose, and fuelled by a
dependency on alcohol, he spent years running from the dark memories
and feelings that had haunted him since childhood. Until one day he hit
rock bottom and decided to confront his demons. Recovering written
with Dion Fanning is about a life shaped by efforts to escape, and how it
is possible to rebuild that life, piece by piece, with the right help.
Inspiring and ground-breaking, it is an important reflection on the need
to move away from perceptions of shame in our discussions about mental
health, sex, relationships and addiction.
Johan Cruyff: Always on the Attack - Auke Kok 2022-06-09
Argumentative, brilliant, arrogant, visionary. Johan Cruyff was one of the
greatest footballers of all time, a worldwide phenomenon and arguably
the most famous Dutchman of the twentieth century. Both on the pitch
and from the sidelines as a coach, with his brand of Total Football he
changed how the game was played and left a lasting legacy. Although
Cruyff led a large part of his illustrious career and life in the spotlight, in
many ways Cruyff the man and sportsman is still a complete mystery.
Based on years of extensive research, this biography the first to cover all
aspects of Cruyff’s life and work, from his key influence in the great Ajax
and Netherlands sides of the 1970s to his role in creating the modern
footballing phenomenon that is Barcelona. Drawing on hundreds of
interviews with friends from his childhood and school, coaches,
teammates, on-pitch opponents, business associates and family members,
Auke Kok has written the definitive biography of the skinny impish street
footballer that became the genius player, inspirational manager, football
philosopher and commercial pioneer that was Johan Cruyff.
Brilliant Orange - David Winner 2012-06-04
The Netherlands has been one of the world's most distinctive and
sophisticated football cultures. From the birth of Total Football in the
sixties, through two decades of World Cup near misses to the exiles who
remade clubs like AC Milan, Barcelona, Arsenal and Chelsea in their own
image, the Dutch have often been dazzlingly original and influential. The
elements of their style (exquisite skills, adventurous attacking tactics, a
unique blend of individual creativity and teamwork, weird patterns of
self-destruction) reflect and embody the country's culture and history.
This book lays bare the elegant, fractured soul of the Dutch Masters and
the culture that spawned them by exploring and analysing its key ideas,
institutions, personalities and history in the context of wider Dutch
society.
My Life in Football - Kevin Keegan 2019-04-18
Kevin Keegan is one of the greatest players in English football history.
Throughout his career as a player and manager he was famed for his
style on the pitch and the passion for the game, which he shared with his
fans. In My Life in Football, Keegan tells the story of his life, from the
streets of Doncaster to signing for Liverpool under Bill Shankly where he
won three First Division titles, two UEFA Cups, a European Cup, and the
FA Cup before moving to Hamburg where he won the Bundasliga twice
as well as the Ballon d'Or twice. After retiring, Keegan enjoyed a
legendary five-year spell as manager at Newcastle United during which
the club was promoted to the Premier League and then finished runners
up in the top flight, not once but twice. In My Life in Football, Keegan
tells the full story of the glorious highs, but also the pain of managing
England and his unhappy return to Newcastle for a short-lived second
tenure. Brilliant, funny, passionate, deeply moving, and incredibly
honest, My Life in Football is the full story of an incredible journey from
miner's son to being crowned "King Kev" by his adoring fans.
Football in the Digital Age - Sean Hamil 2000
A new world club championship, an extended European Champions'
League - huge changes are sweeping through football globally. The
national leagues are directly affected. This text is a comprehensive
analysis of these developments.
Ajax, Barcelona, Cruyff - Frits Barend 1999-02-01
In these interviews, Cruyff talks about how he learned his trade and how
he went on to play for Barcelona and Ajax. He also explores the
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philosophy behind total football, the driving force behind the great Dutch
side of the 70s and a style of football many top teams attempt to emulate
today.
The Artist: Being Iniesta - Andrés Iniesta 2016-09-08
Andrés Iniesta is the Barcelona and Spain legend, rated by the likes of
Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and Paul Scholes as one of
the greatest footballers of all time. This is the thinking fan's footballer
with a thinking fan's football book. Andrés Iniesta was twelve years old
when scouts invited him into Barcelona's famous La Masia academy.
Shortly after he joined the club, Barca legend Pep Guardiola remarked of
him, 'This lad is going to retire us all.' Iniesta rapidly became a
permanent fixture in the Barca midfield, propelling the club to a raft of
trophies, including eight La Liga championships and four Champions
League titles. With his country he has won the European Championship
twice, and scored the winning goal in the 2010 World Cup final. Behind
the wonderfully graceful passing and movement, and the accolades and
trophies he has garnered, there exists an intelligent and thoughtful man
who, until now, has let his beautifully skilful feet do the talking. In The
Artist: Being Iniesta, the Spanish maestro paints a vivid self-portrait, in
his own words but also in those of his coaches, team-mates, opponents,
friends and family. The result is intriguing.
Fear and Loathing in La Liga - Sid Lowe 2014-03-18
Fear and Loathing in La Liga is the definitive history of the greatest
rivalry in world sport: FC Barcelona vs. Real Madrid. It's Messi vs.
Ronaldo, Guardiola vs. Mourinho, the nation against the state, freedom
fighters vs. Franco's fascists, plus majestic goals and mesmerizing skills.
It's the best two teams on the planet going head-to-head. It's more than a
game. It's a war. It's El Clásico. Only, it's not quite that simple. Spanish
soccer expert and historian Sid Lowe covers 100 years of rivalry, athletic
beauty, and excellence. Fear and Loathing in La Liga is a nuanced,
revisionist, and brilliantly informed history that goes beyond sport. Lowe
weaves together this story of the rivalry with the history and culture of
Spain, emphasizing that it is “never about just the soccer.” With
exclusive testimonies and astonishing anecdotes, he takes us inside this
epic battle, including the wounds left by the Civil War, Madrid's golden
age in the fifties when they won five European cups, Johan Cruyff's
Barcelona Dream Team, the doomed Galáctico experiment, and Luís
Figo's “betrayal.” By exploring the history, politics, culture, economics,
and language—while never forgetting the drama on the field—Lowe
demonstrates the relationship between these two soccer giants and
reveals the true story behind their explosive rivalry.
My Turn: the Autobiography - JOHAN. CRUYFF 2017-06-01
Johan Cruyff is widely regarded as one of the greatest players in football
history. Throughout his playing career, he was synonymous with Total
Football, a style of play in which every player could play in any position
on the pitch. Today, his philosophy lives on in teams across Europe, from
Barcelona to Bayern Munich and players from Lionel Messi to Cesc
Fabrecas. My Turn tells the story of Cruyff's life starting at Ajax, where
he won eight national titles and three European Cups before moving to
Barcelona where he won La Liga in his first season, in 1973, and was
named European Footballer of the Year. He won the Ballon d'Or three
times, and led the Dutch national team to the final of the 1974 World
Cup, famously losing to West Germany, and receiving the Golden Ball as
the player of the tournament.While on the field Cruyff was in total
control, off the field his life was more turbulent with a kidnapping
attempt and bankruptcy. After retiring in 1984, he became a hugely
successful manager of Ajax and then Barcelona when he won the
Champions league with a young Pep Guardiola in his team. In 1999
Cruyff was voted European Player of the Century, and came second
behind Pel� in the World Player of the Century poll.In March 2016
Cruyff died after a short battle with lung cancer bringing world football
to a standstill in an outpouring of emotions. A brilliant teacher and
analyst of the game he love, My Turn is Johan Cruyff's legacy.
My Turn - Johan Cruyff 2018-04-24
The autobiography of Dutch soccer legend Johan Cruyff, whose
remarkable life and impeccable style have influenced star players and
clubs for decades Johan Cruyff embodied a footballing philosophy that
now dominates coaching and playing styles in all the leading club sides
around the world. You can dispute whether Cruyff was the greatest
player ever--he was certainly one of the top three--but he is undoubtedly
the player who single-handedly changed the nature of the game. My Turn
tells the story of Cruyff's remarkable career, built on the techniques he
learned playing in the streets of postwar Amsterdam while hoping to be
noticed by the city's famous club, Ajax. He would eventually inspire that
team to eight league championships and three European cups. He won
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his first of three Ballons d'Or at twenty-four in 1971. In 1973, Cruyff was
sold to Barcelona for a world-record transfer fee. He led the Catalans to
victory in La Liga for the first time since 1960, and went on to leave a
lasting mark on Spanish soccer. In the 1974 World Cup, Cruyff propelled
the Dutch team to the final for the first time. Cruyff's lasting influence,
however, is not in the medals he won, but in the style of play he
epitomized and then applied to the Barcelona and Ajax teams he
coached. His vision of "Total Football" transformed the way soccer was
played, and its dazzling fluidity became the basis of the most admired
sides around the world. He was the sport's uncompromising genius on
and off the field of play.
ALEX FERGUSON My Autobiography - Alex Ferguson 2013-10-24
Sir Alex Ferguson's compelling story is always honest and revealing he
reflects on his managerial career that embraced unprecedented
European success for Aberdeen and 26 triumphant seasons with
Manchester United. Sir Alex Ferguson's best-selling autobiography has
now been updated to offer reflections on events at Manchester United
since his retirement as well as his teachings at the Harvard Business
School, a night at the Oscars and a boat tour round the Hebrides, where
he passed unrecognised. The extra material adds fresh insights and
detail on his final years as United's manager. Both the psychology of
management and the detail of football strategy at the top level can be
complex matters but no-one has explained them in a more interesting
and accessible way for the general reader than Sir Alex does here. MY
AUTOBIOGRAPHY is revealing, endlessly entertaining and above all
inspirational.
Stillness and Speed - Dennis Bergkamp 2013-09-26
In Stillness and Speed, one of football's most enigmatic stars finally
opens up about his life and career, revealing the things that motivate and
inspire him. Viewed by many as one of the most influential figures in
Premier League history, and scorer of the goal that Arsenal fans voted
the best in the club's history, Dennis Bergkamp is a true giant of the
game. As a youngster, Bergkamp learned from the Dutch master Johan
Cruyff. By the time the pupil was ready to graduate from Ajax and move
abroad, he was ready to spread the word, but in Italy he found few
willing listeners. It was only when he moved to Arsenal and linked up
with Arsene Wenger that he met someone else who shared his vision for
football's possibilities. Bergkamp became central to everything the club
did: now he had become the teacher, their creative genius, and the one
who inspired some of the wayward old guard to new heights, helping
them to seven major trophies. Few footballers' books make you think
anew, but in Stillness and Speed Bergkamp presents a new vision for the
game and how it might be played. He was a player like no other; his story
is told like no other. It is a book that will inspire football fans
everywhere, whatever their allegiance.
Pep Guardiola - Guillem Balague 2012-11-15
This fully updated edition of the international bestseller includes Pep
Guardiola's Bayern years and his decision to join Manchester City Pep
Guardiola is the most successful and sought after football coach in the
world. After being appointed first-team manager in 2008, he transformed
Barcelona into arguably the greatest club side of all time, winning an
unprecedented thirteen trophies in four years. Following a shock
sabbatical from the game, he replaced Jupp Heynckes at the helm of
Bayern Munich at the start of the 2013-14 season, twice winning the
Double in his three years in charge. He then announced that he would be
joining Manchester City for the 2016-17 season, thereby beginning what
could prove to be his greatest challenge yet: turning them into a team
that consistently wins in the most difficult of leagues and a regular
challenger in the Champions League . . . and doing it the Guardiola way.
Guillem Balagué has followed Pep's career from the outset and has had
direct access to the man and his inner circle. This then is the definitive
portrait of Pep Guardiola and his relentless pursuit of footballing
perfection.
The Real Madrid Way - Steven G. Mandis 2016-10-11
The untold story of Real Madrid: one of the most incredible turnarounds
in sports and business history. Real Madrid is the most successful sports
team on the planet. The soccer club has more trophies than any other
sports team, including 11 UEFA Champions League trophies. However,
the story behind the triumph goes beyond the players and coaches.
Generally unnoticed, a management team consisting mostly of outsiders
took the team from near bankruptcy to the most valuable sports
organization in the world. How did Real Madrid achieve such
extraordinary success? Columbia Business School adjunct professor
Steven G. Mandis investigates. Given unprecedented behind-the-scenes
access, Mandis is the first researcher to rigorously ana- lyze both the on2/5
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the-field and business aspects of a sports team. What he learns is
completely unexpected and challenges the conventional wisdom that
moneyball-fueled data analytics are the primary instruments of success.
Instead, Real Madrid's winning formula both on and off the field, from
player selection to financial management, is based on aligning strategy
with the culture and values of its fan base. Chasing the most talented
(and most expensive) players can be a recipe for a winning record, but
also financial disaster, as it was for Real Madrid in the late 1990s. Real
Madrid's management believes that the club exists to serve the Real
Madrid community. They discovered that its fans care more about why
the team exists, how their club wins, and whom it wins with versus just
winning. The why, how, and whom create a community brand and
identity, and inspire extraordinary passion and loyalty, which has led to
amazing marketing and commercial success—in turn, attracting and
paying for the best players in the world, with the values the fans expect.
The club's values and culture also provide a powerful environment for
these best players to work together to win trophies. The Real Madrid
Way explains how Real Madrid has created and maintains a culture that
drives both financial and on-the-field success. This book is an engrossing
account of the lifetime of one of the greatest clubs in the most popular
sport in the world, and for business and organization leaders, it's an
invaluable inside look at a compelling alternative model with lasting
competitive advantages that can deliver superior and sustainable returns
and performance.
Inverting The Pyramid - Jonathan Wilson 2018-08-14
“An outstanding work … the [soccer] book of the decade.” —Sunday
Business Post Inverting the Pyramid is a pioneering soccer book that
chronicles the evolution of soccer tactics and the lives of the itinerant
coaching geniuses who have spread their distinctive styles across the
globe. Through Jonathan Wilson's brilliant historical detective work we
learn how the South Americans shrugged off the British colonial order to
add their own finesse to the game; how the Europeans harnessed
individual technique and built it into a team structure; how the game
once featured five forwards up front, while now a lone striker is not
uncommon. Inverting the Pyramid provides a definitive understanding of
the tactical genius of modern-day Barcelona, for the first time showing
how their style of play developed from Dutch “Total Football,” which
itself was an evolution of the Scottish passing game invented by Queens
Park in the 1870s and taken on by Tottenham Hotspur in the 1930s.
Inverting the Pyramid has been called the “Big Daddy” (Zonal Marking)
of soccer tactics books; it is essential for any coach, fan, player, or
fantasy manager of the beautiful game
My Turn - Johan Cruyff 2016-10-25
"A personal portrait of the forefront European soccer star traces his early
years with Ajax, the award-winning achievements that have made an
indelible mark on Spanish soccer and his post-World Cup contributions
as a coach and team advisor, "--NoveList.
The Climb - Chris Froome 2014-06-05
On 26th July 2015, Chris Froome entered the record books. He won
cycling's ultimate race - the Tour de France - for the second time. Taking
a double Yellow Jersey was a staggering achievement. This memoir
shows just how remarkable it was, given the uphill struggle Froome
faced. Growing up in Kenya, biking down mile after mile of dusty road,
and staying in a humble tin hut, he developed a fierce passion and
determination to win. The road to Europe was long, gruelling and filled
with setbacks - but it prepared him for teamwork as a domestique and
then the leap to leader of Team Sky and a shot at winning the Tour de
France. In The Climb, written with the renowned investigative reporter
David Walsh, he vividly recounts the struggles, the rivalries, the battles,
the comebacks. Finally he traces his path to triumph and his mission to
help clean up cycling. Inspiring and exhilarating, it will leave you ready
to face your own challenges in life, whatever they may be. 'Engaging,
vividly evoked' Mail on Sunday, Books of the Year 'What Chris has done
is phenomenal' Sir Chris Hoy
Total Football - A graphic history of the world’s most iconic soccer
tactics - Sanjeev Shetty 2018-06-07
You've never seen football formations and tactic explored like they are in
Total Football ever before. A must-have for football experts! A
goalkeeper, two defenders and eight attackers – it’s no surprise that in
the 1950s under this popular formation scores like 9-3 were common. So
what changed? Total Football tells the evolution of football tactics: from
the birth of Total Football in the Netherlands to the dominance of tiki
taka in Spain and Brazil, each chapter explores an iconic tactic.
Innovative graphics alongside expert text guide you through the manager
decisions that developed new formations, the pure talent of players that
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defined each playing style and the matches that propelled the winning
tactic to legendary status. Sanjeev Shetty explores how each tactic
works, how they came to dominate and how opponents worked to find a
way to beat them. From Pele to Messi, Cruyff to Mourinho, Total Football
explores the tactics that made the legends, giving you a new
understanding of how the beautiful game is played.
Red: My Autobiography - Gary Neville 2011-09-01
No player has been more synonymous with the glory years of Manchester
United Football Club over the past two decades than right-back Gary
Neville. An Old Trafford regular since he attended his first match at the
age of six, captain of the brilliant 1992 FA Youth Cup-winning team that
became known as 'Fergie's Fledglings', outspoken representative of
MUFC, Neville is the ultimate one-club man. He has been at the heart of
it all and, at the end of an amazing career, is now ready to tell it all.
Authoritative, insightful, fearless and never less than 100% honest, noone has better credentials for documenting the story of United under Sir
Alex Ferguson. Neville reveals the behind-the-scenes secrets of his early
days with the likes of Giggs, Scholes and his best mate David Beckham;
what it was like to play with Cantona, Keane and Ronaldo; the Treble in
1999; and of course an entire career of playing for the greatest manager
in the game. Then there are all his experiences with England, from being
the youngest starter at Euro 96 when football came home, to the ups and
downs of five major championships and seven managers - Venables,
Hoddle, Wilkinson, Keegan, Eriksson, McClaren and Capello. There are
opinions and analysis on Gazza, Rooney, WAGs and the true story of the
FA and Rio Ferdinand. For twenty glorious years, Gary Neville has worn
his heart on his sleeve. This is his story.
The Barcelona Inheritance - Jonathan Wilson 2018-11-06
From Cruyff's "Total Football" to the epic rivalry between Guardiola and
Mourinho, a gripping chronicle of the rise and fall of Barcelona's
dominance in world soccer. Barcelona's style of play--pressing and
possessing--is the single biggest influence on modern soccer. In The
Barcelona Inheritance, Jonathan Wilson reveals how and why this came
to pass, offering a deep analysis of the evolution of soccer tactics and
style. In the late 1990s, Johan Cruyff's Dream Team was disintegrating
and the revolutionary manager had departed, but his style gave birth to a
new generation of thinkers, including Pep Guardiola and José Mourinho.
Today, their teams are first and second in the Premier League, marking
the latest installment in a rivalry that can be traced back twenty-five
years. The Barcelona Inheritance is a book about the tactics, the
personalities, the friendships, and, in one case, an apocalyptic falling-out
that continue to shape the game today.
Why Soccer Matters - Pelé 2014-04-01
Pelé—legendary footballer, humanitarian, and subject of the Netflix
documentary—explores the sport’s recent history and provides new
insights into the game. “I know in my heart that soccer was good to me,
and great to the world....I saw, time and again, how the sport improved
countless millions of lives, both on and off the field. For me, at least,
that’s why soccer matters.” The world’s most popular sport goes by many
names—soccer, football, the beautiful game—but fans have always
agreed on one thing: The greatest player of all time was Pelé. Before
Messi, before Ronaldo, before Beckham, Pelé had a stunning twenty-year
career, where he was heralded as an international treasure. His
accomplishments on the field proved to be pure magic: an unprecedented
three World Cup championships and the all-time scoring record, with
1,283 goals. Since retiring, he has traveled the world as soccer’s global
ambassador, relentlessly promoting the positive ways soccer can
transform young men and women, struggling communities, even entire
nations. Now, for the first time and with unparalleled openness, Pelé
shares his most inspiring experiences, heartwarming stories, and hardwon wisdom. This is Pelé’s legacy, his way of passing on everything he’s
learned and inspiring a new generation. In Why Soccer Matters, Pelé
details his ambitious goals for the future of the sport and, by extension,
the world.
Doctor Socrates - Andrew Downie 2017-03-09
'Compelling from start to finish...Downie does full justice to an
extraordinary life' Pete Davies, author of All Played Out. A stunning new
biography of Socrates, the iconic captain of the greatest Brazil side never
to win the World Cup. Socrates was always special. A hugely talented
athlete who graduated in medicine yet drank and smoked to excess. The
attacking midfielder stood out - and not just because of his 6'4" frame.
Fans were enthralled by his inch-perfect passes, his coolness in front of
goal and his back heel, the trademark move that singled him out as the
most unique footballer of his generation. Off the pitch, he was just as
original, with a dedication to politics and social causes that no player has
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ever emulated. His biggest impact came as leader of Corinthians
Democracy - a movement that gave everyone from the kitman to the
president an equal say in the running of the club. At a time when Brazil
was ruled by a military dictatorship, it was truly revolutionary.
Passionate and principled, entertaining and erudite, Socrates was as
contradictory as he was complex. He was a socialist who voted for a
return of Brazil's monarchy, a fiercely independent individual who was
the ultimate team player, and a romantic who married four times and
fathered six children. Armed with Socrates' unpublished memoir and
hours of newly discovered interviews, Andrew Downie has put together
the most comprehensive and compelling account of this iconic figure.
Based on conversations with family members, close friends and former
team-mates, this is a brilliant biography of a man who always stood up
for what he believed in, whatever the cost. 'Brilliantly written and
researched. Amazing life.' Alex Bellos, author of Futebol: The Brazilian
Way of Life
Jamie Vardy: From Nowhere, My Story - Jamie Vardy 2016-10-06
The Sunday Times Bestseller and Number 1 Sport Book of 2016 'A tale
that's truly inspirational' The Sun An ordinary lad from Sheffield, Jamie
Vardy has become known as an against-the-odds footballing hero the
world over. Yet a few years ago, things couldn’t have been any more
different. Rejected as a teenager by his boyhood club, Jamie thought his
chance was gone. But from playing pub football and earning £30 a week
at Stocksbridge Park Steels, while still working in a factory, his off-thecuff performances saw him rise. Jamie had a wild and turbulent youth,
but football became his saving grace and, once he filled his boots with
goals at FC Halifax Town and Fleetwood Town, he moved to Leicester
City. After the miracle of surviving relegation, the team of unlikely
outsiders bonded together to achieve the unthinkable: Jamie set the
record as the first player to score in 11 consecutive Premier League
matches and Leicester beat odds of 5000-1 to become champions. Jamie
has now been nominated for the Ballon d’Or, firmly establishing himself
as one of England’s leading goal scoring footballers. Not forgetting his
roots, however, he has set up the V9 Academy in a bid to find the next
big talent from non-league football. Defying all expectations, this is the
story of the boy from nowhere who reached the top in his own
unflinching, honest words.
Quiet Leadership - Carlo Ancelotti 2016-05-26
Carlo Ancelotti is one of the greatest managers of all time, with five
Champions League titles to his name. Yet his approach could not be
further from the aggressive theatricals favoured by many of his rivals.
His understated style has earned him the fierce loyalty of players like
David Beckham, Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Cristiano Ronaldo. In Quiet
Leadership, Ancelotti reveals the full, riveting story of his managerial
career - his methods, mentors, mistakes and triumphs - and takes us
inside the dressing room to trace the characters, challenges and
decisions that have shaped him. The result is both a scintillating memoir
and a rare insight into the business of leadership.
How Football Saved My Life - Alan Stubbs 2013-08-29
The day had gone badly: Celtic had just lost to their Old Firm rivals
Rangers in the 1999 Scottish Cup final, and now Alan Stubbs had to
provide a sample for a random drugs test. Little did he know, but it
would help save his life... The results of the test showed he had testicular
cancer, and suddenly, at the age of 27 and at the peak of fitness, he
realised that he had the biggest battle of his life in front of him. In this
compelling and moving memoir, Stubbs recalls his despair at the time
and explains how, with the support of family, friends and fans as well as
terrific doctors, he pulled through to resume his career at the top. And
what a career it was. First he helped Bolton Wanderers climb up two
divisions to reach the Premier League in 1995. The following season, he
moved to Celtic for a record fee, helping them to break the stranglehold
on the league title held by Rangers. After recovering from cancer, he
moved to Everton, his hometown club, where he would spend most of the
rest of his playing career, lining up alongside (among others) an ageing
Paul Gascoigne and an emerging Wayne Rooney. A knee injury forced
him to retire in 2008, but he is now on the coaching staff at Everton. A
player who has seen the game at all levels, he has also had to contend
with the most shocking challenges in life, which makes his story an
unmissable read.
How to Be a Footballer - Peter Crouch 2018-09-06
'Very funny on almost every page, wonderfully self-deprecating and very
sharp on the ludicrous behaviour of the modern player' - Sunday Times
'The funniest man in British sport' - Metro **A Sunday Times Sports Book
of the Year** **Shortlisted for the National Book Awards** **Longlisted
for the Telegraph Sports Book Awards Autobiography of the Year** You
my-turn-autobiography-johan-cruyff

become a footballer because you love football. And then you are a
footballer, and you're suddenly in the strangest, most baffling world of
all. A world where one team-mate comes to training in a bright red suit
with matching top-hat, cane and glasses, without any actual glass in
them, and another has so many sports cars they forget they have left a
Porsche at the train station. Even when their surname is incorporated in
the registration plate. So walk with me into the dressing-room, to find
out which players refuse to touch a football before a game, to discover
why a load of millionaires never have any shower-gel, and to hear what
Cristiano Ronaldo says when he looks at himself in the mirror. We will go
into post-match interviews, make fools of ourselves on social media and
try to ensure that we never again pay £250 for a haircut that should have
cost a tenner. We'll be coached and cajoled by Harry Redknapp, upset
Rafa Benitez and be soothed by the sound of an accordion played by
Sven-Goran Eriksson's assistant Tord Grip. There will be some very bad
music and some very bad decisions. I am Peter Crouch. This is How To
Be A Footballer. Shall we?
Point of Attack - Liam Shannon 2021-04-18
THE ULTIMATE STRATEGIES, THE GREATEST GAME. In 2002 Brazil
national team coach Luiz Felipe Scolari actively used The Art of War for
Brazil's successful World Cup campaign. Not only did Scolari read the
book and apply its strategies, but on some occasions he actually slipped
copies of the text underneath his players' doors during the night.
Commenting on his use of The Art of War after the World Cup win,
Scolari confirmed "sometimes a different approach like this can help."
Quite the understatement. Composed in the late 5th century BCE, The
Art of War by Chinese general Sun Tzu is the most well-known and wellrespected work on military strategy and philosophy in history. Proving its
timeless brilliance, the now 2400-year-old text is still used in teaching
strategy and philosophy at the leading military academies today. The Art
of War is used as instructional material at the US Military Academy at
West Point and it is also recommended reading for Royal Officer cadets
at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. Business Insider magazine
names The Art of War as one of the top 25 most influential books ever
written, and highly respected astrophysicist and social commentator Neil
deGrasse Tyson identifies Sun Tzu's work as one of the "seven books
every intelligent person on the planet should read." The Art of War and
Sun Tzu have been referenced and quoted in various movies and
television shows, including "Wall Street," "The Rock," "The Family Man"
"Bandits," and the James Bond movie "Die Another Day". In television,
The Art of War has been referenced countless times, including in two of
the most popular and most critically acclaimed shows of all time: "The
Sopranos" (season 3, episode 9) and "Breaking Bad (season 2, episode 7).
Most significantly for this project, The Art of War has been applied in
sports, and not just by Scolari. NFL coach Bill Belichick, the coach with
the most Super Bowl victories of all time, has stated on multiple
occasions his admiration for The Art of War, with one specific headline
reading "Belichick explains how advice from Sun Tzu's 'The Art of War'
helped build the Patriots dynasty." The advocation for Sun Tzu's
strategies in all walks of life, including sports, could hardly be higher.
Fierce Genius - Andy Bollen 2021-02-15
In 1983, aged 36, Johan Cruyff, one of the world's most iconic football
superstars, guided Ajax to a league and cup double. Out of contract, most
people, including the player, expected a valedictory final season and a
one-year extension. Inexplicably, Ajax let him go. They grossly
underestimated the fierce genius of Johan Cruyff. He signed for bitter
rivals Feyenoord, leading them to a league and cup double, silencing his
critics and thrilling football fans everywhere. Fierce Genius analyses this
incredible season, as he evolves from player to coach. It is a fascinating
insight into his professional and private life. Imperious on the park, off it,
he dealt with kidnappings and bankruptcy after being defrauded by a
conman. Bollen gets inside Cruyff's mind, helping the reader understand
the mentality which made him a top player and successful coach. Fierce
Genius: Cruyff's Year at Feyenoord is compelling, insightful and
poignant. Written with a journalistic tone, by an accomplished comedy
writer, this is a warm, affectionate and informative portrait of one of
world football's greats.
Farewell But Not Goodbye - Bobby Robson 2005
Wayne Rooney: My Decade in the Premier League - Wayne Rooney
2012-09-13
‘My Decade in the Premier League’ is Wayne’s first hand account of his
10 years playing at the highest level in English football – and for the
biggest club in the world. This is his inside story of life on the pitch for
Manchester Utd; the League titles, FA Cups, League Cups and
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Champions League adventures. A must for any Utd fan.
Maradona - Jimmy Burns 2021-05-27
'Love or hate the man, his is one of football's greatest stories and so this
is the best football book in ages' Goal Anyone doubting that Diego
Maradona was more than just a football player had only to witness the
outpourings after his death on November 25th 2020. During his
tempestuous life and career, he played for top clubs in South America
and Europe, notably Napoli where he became an adored hero and
adopted son, and grew to be a legend in his homeland of Argentina after
leading them to victory in the 1986 World Cup. Having gained access to
his inner circle, Jimmy Burns traces Maradona's life from the slums of
Buenos Aires, where he was born, through his great years of triumph, to
the United States from where, in 1994, he was ignobly expelled after
undergoing a positive drugs test. He also tells of his failed attempt to
bring further glory to Argentina as coach in the 2010 World Cup, and
ultimately, his tragic decline and recent death. Widely regarded as the
best and most revealing account of the highs, lows, genius and flaws of
arguably the greatest footballer of all time, this biography inspired Asif
Kapadia's award-winning 2019 film Diego Maradona.
Coach Wooden and Me - Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 2017-05-16
Former NBA star and Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar explores his 50-year friendship with Coach John Wooden,
one of the most enduring and meaningful relationships in sports history.
When future NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar was still an 18-year-old
high school basketball prospect from New York City named Lew
Alcindor, he accepted a scholarship from UCLA largely on the strength of
Coach John Wooden's reputation as a winner. It turned out to be the
right choice, as Alcindor and his teammates won an unprecedented three
NCAA championship titles. But it also marked the beginning of one of the
most extraordinary and enduring friendships in the history of sports. In
Coach Wooden and Me, Abdul-Jabbar reveals the inspirational story of
how his bond with John Wooden evolved from a history-making coachplayer mentorship into a deep and genuine friendship that transcended
sports, shaped the course of both men's lives, and lasted for half a
century. Coach Wooden and Me is a stirring tribute to the subtle but
profound influence that Wooden had on Kareem as a player, and then as
a person, as they began to share their cultural, religious, and family
values while facing some of life's biggest obstacles. From his first day of
practice, when the players were taught the importance of putting on
their athletic socks properly; to gradually absorbing the sublime wisdom
of Coach Wooden's now famous "Pyramid of Success"; to learning to cope
with the ugly racism that confronted black athletes during the turbulent
Civil Rights era as well as losing loved ones, Abdul-Jabbar fondly recalls
how Coach Wooden's fatherly guidance not only paved the way for his
unmatched professional success but also made possible a lifetime of
personal fulfillment. Full of intimate, never-before-published details and
delivered with the warmth and erudition of a grateful student who has
learned his lessons well, Coach Wooden and Me is at once a celebration
of the unique philosophical outlook of college basketball's most storied
coach and a moving testament to the all-conquering power of friendship.
Instant New York Times and USA Today Bestseller President Barack
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Obama's Favorite Book of 2017 A Boston Globe and Huffington Post Best
Book of 2017 Pick
The Greatest Footballer You Never Saw - Paolo Hewitt 2011-05-06
Robin Friday was an exceptional footballer who should have played for
England. He never did. Robin Friday was a brilliant player who could
have played in the top flight. He never did. Why? Because Robin Friday
was a man who would not bow down to anyone, who refused to take life
seriously and who lived every moment as if it were his last. For anyone
lucky enough to have seen him play, Robin Friday was up there with the
greats. Take it from one who knows: 'There is no doubt in my mind that if
someone had taken a chance on him he would have set the top division
alight,' says the legendary Stan Bowles. 'He could have gone right to the
top, but he just went off the rails a bit.' Loved and admired by everyone
who saw him, Friday also had a dark side: troubled, strong-minded,
reckless, he would end up destroying himself. Tragically, after years of
alcohol and drug abuse, he died at the age of 38 without ever having
fulfilled his potential. The Greatest Footballer You Never Saw provides
the first full appreciation of a man too long forgotten by the world of
football, and, along with a forthcoming film based on Friday's life, with a
screenplay by co-author Paolo Hewitt, this book will surely give him the
cult status he deserves.
Andrea Pirlo: I Think Therefore I Play - Andrea Pirlo 2014-04-15
My Turn - Johan Cruyff 2016-11-29
The autobiography of Dutch soccer legend Johan Cruyff, whose
remarkable life and impeccable style have influenced star players and
clubs for decades Johan Cruyff embodied a footballing philosophy that
now dominates coaching and playing styles in all the leading club sides
around the world. You can dispute whether Cruyff was the greatest
player ever--he was certainly one of the top three--but he is undoubtedly
the player who single-handedly changed the nature of the game. My Turn
tells the story of Cruyff's remarkable career, built on the techniques he
learned playing in the streets of postwar Amsterdam while hoping to be
noticed by the city's famous club, Ajax. He would eventually inspire that
team to eight league championships and three European cups. He won
his first of three Ballons d'Or at twenty-four in 1971. In 1973, Cruyff was
sold to Barcelona for a world-record transfer fee. He led the Catalans to
victory in La Liga for the first time since 1960, and went on to leave a
lasting mark on Spanish soccer. In the 1974 World Cup, Cruyff propelled
the Dutch team to the final for the first time. Cruyff's lasting influence,
however, is not in the medals he won, but in the style of play he
epitomized and then applied to the Barcelona and Ajax teams he
coached. His vision of "Total Football" transformed the way soccer was
played, and its dazzling fluidity became the basis of the most admired
sides around the world. He was the sport's uncompromising genius on
and off the field of play.
Ajax, the Dutch, the War - Simon Kuper 2012-09-11
Presents a history of the Dutch soccer team Ajax during World War II,
discussing how the Germans hunted down and eliminated the Jews of the
Netherlands including soccer players and how soccer was still played in
other European countries during the war.
Pep Guardiola - Martí Perarnau 2016-11-04
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