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Choosing Hope - Kaitlin Roig-DeBellis 2016-10-04
“[S]tirring . . . a bold, inspiring and ultimately hopeful book.” —Arianna
Huffington, cofounder and editor-in-chief of The Huffington Post and
author of the New York Times bestseller Thrive “A beautiful portrait of
the power of hope and love in the healing of a person, a community, and
a country.” —Gabrielle Giffords, former congresswoman and New York
Times bestselling author Kaitlin Roig-DeBellis is the first-grade teacher
at Sandy Hook Elementary School who saved her entire class of fifteen
six- and-seven-year-olds from the tragic events that took place on
December 14, 2012, by piling them into a single-occupancy bathroom
within her classroom, mere feet from the brutal and indiscriminate
massacre taking place outside the door. Since then, despite the
unimaginably painful experiences she endured, she has chosen to share
her experience with others, in the hope that they, too, can find light in
dark moments. Choosing Hope is a lot of things. A written witness to a
tragedy that will never be forgotten. A gripping firsthand testament to
the power of good over the power of destruction. An inspirational
memoir by a brave young woman whose story is one of courage, heroism,
faith, and resilience. And a celebration of all the people who make the
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choice to pass along their hope and positivity to young ones—parents,
mentors, and especially teachers. There is no moving on, but there is
always moving forward. And how we move forward is a choice. *Books
for a Better Life Award Finalist*
Intrepid Explorers - Anita Ganeri 2010
Geography with the gritty bits left in! Does geography grind you down?
Fed up with miserable maps, rotten rock piles and tiresome tests? Wave
goodbye to boring geograph lessons as you step into the wide world of
globetrotting Intrepid Explorers.. o Marvel! as Ferdinand Magellan is
first to sail around the world. o Shudder! as Mary Kingsley finds body
bits in her jungle hut. o Shiver! as Captain Scott reaches the South Pole
(only to find he's been beaten to it). And if that's not daring enough for
you... find out how some intrepid explorers found their way without
maps, why others always travelled in disguise, and what really happened
on the expeditions in their secret diaries. It's earth-shatteringly exciting!
Geography has never been so horrible!
The Mirror Thief - Martin Seay 2016-05-10
A globetrotting, time-bending, wildly entertaining masterpiece hailed by
the New York Times Book Review as "Audaciously well written...the book
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I was raving about to my friends before I'd even finished it." Publishers
Weekly raved that "with near-universal appeal . . . Seay’s debut novel is a
true delight, a big, beautiful cabinet of wonders that is by turns an
ominous modern thriller, a supernatural mystery, and an enchanting
historical adventure story." Set in three cities in three eras, The Mirror
Thief calls to mind David Mitchell and Umberto Eco in its mix of
entertainment and literary bravado. The core story is set in Venice in the
sixteenth century, when the famed makers of Venetian glass were
perfecting one of the old world's most wondrous inventions: the mirror.
An object of glittering yet fearful fascination—was it reflecting simple
reality, or something more spiritually revealing?—the Venetian mirrors
were state of the art technology, and subject to industrial espionage by
desirous sultans and royals world-wide. But for any of the development
team to leave the island was a crime punishable by death. One man,
however—a world-weary war hero with nothing to lose—has a scheme he
thinks will allow him to outwit the city's terrifying enforcers of the edict,
the ominous Council of Ten . . . Meanwhile, in two other Venices—Venice
Beach, California, circa 1958, and the Venice casino in Las Vegas, circa
today—two other schemers launch similarly dangerous plans to get away
with a secret . . . All three stories will weave together into a spell-binding
tour-de-force that is impossible to put down—an old-fashioned, stay-upall-night novel that, in the end, returns the reader to a stunning
conclusion in the original Venice . . . and the bedazzled sense of having
read a truly original and thrilling work of art.
Pencil - Ann Ingalls 2018-11-02
Pencil and his boy Jackson are a great pair: they draw, they sketch, they
scribble. But then Jackson gets Tablet and Pencil finds himself dumped in
the dreaded junk drawer; he just can’t compete with Tablet’s videos,
games, and movies. How will Pencil ever reclaim Jackson’s attention?
With the help of some new pun-loving junk-drawer friends (and a
drooling, pencil-chomping dog), Pencil sketches out a plan to draw
Jackson back into their friendship. A former educator whose first book
was shortlisted for a Crystal Kite award, author Ann Ingalls uses kidfriendly puns and an upbeat tone in this story that celebrates friendship,
the-promise-of-a-pencil-how-an-ordinary-person-can-create-extraordinary-change

collaboration, and unplugged fun. Buoyed by award-winning artist Dean
Griffith’s always-exuberant illustrations, Pencil: A Story with a Point is a
gentle reminder that technology is no match for imagination.
Real Kids, Real Stories, Real Change - Garth Sundem 2014-11-17
Eleven-year-old Tilly saved lives in Thailand by warning people that a
tsunami was coming. Fifteen-year-old Malika fought against segregation
in her Alabama town. Ten-year-old Jean-Dominic won a battle against
pesticides—and the cancer they caused in his body. Six-year-old Ryan
raised $800,000 to drill water wells in Africa. And twelve-year-old
Haruka invented a new environmentally friendly way to scoop dog poop.
With the right role models, any child can be a hero. Thirty true stories
profile kids who used their heads, their hearts, their courage, and
sometimes their stubbornness to help others and do extraordinary
things. As young readers meet these boys and girls from around the
world, they may wonder, “What kind of hero lives inside of me?”
The Promise of a Pencil - Adam Braun 2015-02-03
The author describes how he left a lucrative business consulting job to
found the nonprofit Pencils of Promise, an organization responsible for
building schools for the poor in developing countries around the world
and which recently completed its two hundredth school.
Cook with Amber - Amber Kelley 2018-10-02
"Amber's beautiful book is bursting with great ideas that make healthy
eating a joy-and she's done a great job covering all the bases that, in my
experience, teens and kids really want." -Jamie Oliver Fifteen-year-old
Amber Kelley is inspiring a whole new generation of eaters to get in the
kitchen and have fun. She is the first winner of Food Network Star Kids,
a member of celebrity chef Jamie Oliver's Food Tube family, and the host
of her own web series on A
href="https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/w5AlCVO20OUlgO25cJsi5l?dom
ain=foodnetwork.com"Foodnetwork.com/a and YouTube. Her work has
been recognized by First Lady Michelle Obama, and Amber has been
featured on national TV networks such as the Disney Channel, E!, and
NBC's Today. Now, Amber's 80 most popular and delicious recipes have
been hand-picked for her cookbook to empower teens to get in the
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kitchen. From nourishing breakfasts to start the day right, to school
lunches to impress your friends, party ideas for every occasion, and even
recipes for the best homemade facial scrubs to fight that dreaded teen
acne, Amber shares her secrets for using the power of food to get the
best out of her teen years. Includes 45 full-color photographs throughout.
Color the Promises of God - 2016-03-01
Looking for a fun and easy way to calm your busy mind and let God's
Word penetrate your heart? Immerse yourself in the Bible's promises
with these beautifully crafted, hand-drawn verses by Lori Siebert—all
ready for you to add your own creative touch with paints, markers,
colored pencils, or crayons. As you spend a few restful moments
contemplating these well-loved passages of Scripture, each page will
become a personal reminder that God's Word is for you. You'll enjoy
filling these images with color and filling your soul with the confident
assurance that God is walking with you, watching over you, and guiding
you into a wonderful future.
A Stranger in the House of God - John Koessler 2009-08-30
Growing up the son of agnostics, John Koessler saw a Catholic church on
one end of the street and a Baptist on the other. In the no-man’s land
between the two, this curious outside wondered about the God they
worshipped—and began a lifelong search to comprehend the grace and
mystery of God. A Stranger in the House of God addresses fundamental
questions and struggles faced by spiritual seekers and mature believers.
Like a contemporary Pilgrim’s Progress, it traces the author’s journey
and explores his experiences with both charismatic and evangelical
Christianity. It also describes his transformation from religious outsider
to ordained pastor. John Koessler provides a poignant and often
humorous window into the interior of the soul as he describes his journey
from doubt and struggle with the church to personal faith
Passion to Purpose - Amy McLaren 2021-08-10
A cross between The Promise of a Pencil and She Means Business, this
book from the co-founder of a charity dedicated to bringing education to
students in rural Kenya demonstrates how finding your purpose can
change the world and change your life. THE WORLD IS WAITING FOR
the-promise-of-a-pencil-how-an-ordinary-person-can-create-extraordinary-change

YOUR BIG DREAM! Imagine if everyone took a few minutes each day to
make the world a better place using their unique talents fueled by their
deepest passions. What an amazing world we would live in! This book is
your guide to discovering your passion, living your purpose, and making
a positive impact on the world. Amy McLaren's passion for world travel
and education kickstarted her journey from unfulfilled schoolteacher to
the purpose-driven founder of Village Impact, a charity that provides
education for nearly 5,000 kids in Kenya in partnership with local
communities. But this book isn't about doing exactly what Amy did or
following a template to start a business or non-profit--it's about making
your big dream into a reality. Learn how to: • Feed your brain with
possibility to discover your passion. • Surround yourself with positivity
and support. • Tap into the strengths and connections you already have.
• Get out of your comfort zone and eliminate self-doubt for good. • Trust
in yourself and have faith that things will work out. • Leave a legacy of
good.
This Promise of Change - Jo Ann Allen Boyce 2019-01-08
In 1956, one year before federal troops escorted the Little Rock 9 into
Central High School, fourteen year old Jo Ann Allen was one of twelve
African-American students who broke the color barrier and integrated
Clinton High School in Tennessee. At first things went smoothly for the
Clinton 12, but then outside agitators interfered, pitting the townspeople
against one another. Uneasiness turned into anger, and even the Clinton
Twelve themselves wondered if the easier thing to do would be to go
back to their old school. Jo Ann--clear-eyed, practical, tolerant, and
popular among both black and white students---found herself called on as
the spokesperson of the group. But what about just being a regular teen?
This is the heartbreaking and relatable story of her four months thrust
into the national spotlight and as a trailblazer in history. Based on
original research and interviews and featuring backmatter with archival
materials and notes from the authors on the co-writing process.
Clay Water Brick - Jessica Jackley 2015-06-23
In the tradition of Kabul Beauty School and Start Something That
Matters comes an inspiring story of social entrepreneurship from the co3/12
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founder of Kiva, the first online microlending platform for the working
poor. Featuring lessons learned from successful businesses in the world’s
poorest countries, Jessica Jackley’s Clay Water Brick will motivate
readers to more deeply appreciate the incredible entrepreneurial
potential that exists in every human being on this planet—especially
themselves. “The heart of entrepreneurship is never about what we have.
It’s about what we do.” Meet Patrick, who had next to nothing and
started a thriving business using just the ground beneath his feet . . .
Blessing, who built her shop right in the middle of the road, refusing to
take the chance that her customers might pass her by . . . Constance,
who cornered the banana market in her African village with her big
personality and sense of mission. Patrick, Blessing, Constance, and many
others are among the poorest of the world’s poor. And yet they each had
crucial lessons to teach Jessica Jackley—lessons about resilience,
creativity, perseverance, and, above all, entrepreneurship. For as long as
she could remember, Jackley, the co-founder of the revolutionary
microlending site Kiva, had a singular and urgent ambition: to help
alleviate global poverty. While in her twenties, she set off for Africa to
finally meet the people she had long dreamed of helping. The insights of
those she met changed her understanding. Today she believes that many
of the most inspiring entrepreneurs in the world are not focused on hightech ventures or making a lot of money; instead, they wake up every day
and build better lives for themselves, their families, and their
communities, regardless of the things they lack or the obstacles they
encounter. As Jackley puts it, “The greatest entrepreneurs succeed not
because of what they possess but because of what they are determined to
do.” In Clay Water Brick, Jackley challenges readers to embrace
entrepreneurship as a powerful force for change in the world. She shares
her own story of founding Kiva with little more than a laptop and a
dream, and the stories and the lessons she has learned from those across
the globe who are doing the most with the least. Praise for Clay Water
Brick “Jessica Jackley didn’t wait for permission to change the
world—she just did it. It turns out that you can too.”—Seth Godin, author
of What to Do When It’s Your Turn “Fascinating . . . gripping . . . bursting
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with lessons . . . Jessica Jackley has written a remarkable book . . . so
thoroughly well meaning and engagingly put it is too magnetic to put
down.”—Financial Times “Clay Water Brick is a tremendously inspiring
read. Jessica Jackley, the virtuoso co-founder of the revolutionary
microlending platform Kiva, shares uplifting stories and compelling
lessons on entrepreneurship, resilience, and character.”—Adam Grant,
author of Give and Take “A blueprint for anyone who wants to make the
world a better place and find fulfillment in the process, no matter how
scarce their resources or how steep the challenge.”—Arianna Huffington
“This book is inspirational. And honest and practical. . . . Well written,
thoughtful: a selfless account of how to succeed by doing right and
following your heart.”—Booklist
The Opposite of Loneliness - Marina Keegan 2014-04-08
The instant New York Times bestseller and publishing phenomenon:
Marina Keegan’s posthumous collection of award-winning essays and
stories “sparkles with talent, humanity, and youth” (O, The Oprah
Magazine). Marina Keegan’s star was on the rise when she graduated
magna cum laude from Yale in May 2012. She had a play that was to be
produced at the New York Fringe Festival and a job waiting for her at
The New Yorker. Tragically, five days after graduation, Marina died in a
car crash. Marina left behind a rich, deeply expansive trove of writing
that, like her title essay, captures the hope, uncertainty, and possibility
of her generation. Her short story “Cold Pastoral” was published on
NewYorker.com. Her essay “Even Artichokes Have Doubts” was
excerpted in the Financial Times, and her book was the focus of a
Nicholas Kristof column in The New York Times. Millions of her
contemporaries have responded to her work on social media. As Marina
wrote: “We can still do anything. We can change our minds. We can start
over…We’re so young. We can’t, we MUST not lose this sense of
possibility because in the end, it’s all we have.” The Opposite of
Loneliness is an unforgettable collection of Marina’s essays and stories
that articulates the universal struggle all of us face as we figure out what
we aspire to be and how we can harness our talents to impact the world.
“How do you mourn the loss of a fiery talent that was barely a tendril
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before it was snuffed out? Answer: Read this book. A clear-eyed observer
of human nature, Keegan could take a clever idea...and make it
something beautiful” (People).
Learn Better - Ulrich Boser 2019-09-03
For centuries, experts have argued that learning was about memorizing
information: You're supposed to study facts, dates, and details; burn
them into your memory; and then apply that knowledge at opportune
times. But this approach to learning isn’t nearly enough for the world
that we live in today, and in Learn Better journalist and education
researcher Ulrich Boser demonstrates that how we learn can matter just
as much as what we learn. In this brilliantly researched book, Boser
maps out the new science of learning, showing how simple techniques
like comprehension check-ins and making material personally relatable
can help people gain expertise in dramatically better ways. He covers six
key steps to help you “learn how to learn,” all illuminated with
fascinating stories like how Jackson Pollock developed his unique
painting style and why an ancient Japanese counting device allows kids
to do math at superhuman speeds. Boser’s witty, engaging writing makes
this book feel like a guilty pleasure, not homework. Learn Better will
revolutionize the way students and society alike approach learning and
makes the case that being smart is not an innate ability—learning is a
skill everyone can master. With Boser as your guide, you will be able to
fully capitalize on your brain’s remarkable ability to gain new skills and
open up a whole new world of possibilities.
The Promises of Giants - John Amaechi 2021-11-16
"THE MOST UNLIKELY OF PEOPLE, IN THE MOST IMPROBABLE OF
CIRCUMSTANCES, CAN BECOME EXTRAORDINARY." WE NEED MORE
LEADERS. From socio-political chaos and workplace disruption to the
climate change crisis, we have never needed people with the skill and
will to collaborate to create a better world more than now. We need
people who are willing to fill the leadership void. People who will
embrace the influence they have. People who believe in improving
society and workplace culture - not only because it makes life better, but
because it is proven to yield positive results. The Promises of Giants is a
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challenge to anyone who aspires to make a difference in their
environment. Over fourteen promises, it seamlessly intertwines personal
anecdotes and workplace and social observation with the latest research,
to provide practical, proven tips and strategies to empower you to
maximize your own potential and inspire others. It is not a self-help book.
It is a how-to guide for winning, rooted in the belief that the most
unlikely of people, in the most improbable of circumstances, can become
extraordinary. John Amaechi well understands the responsibilities and
potential that come with being a giant. The Promises of Giants is the
product of a lifetime spent observing and studying effective leadership from accompanying his mother's visits to her dying patients to competing
at the highest levels of professional sport, through two decades of
management consulting with multinational corporations. These
experiences have shown that everyone has the ability to act decisively to
influence the world in a positive way. Everyone is a giant to someone.
Peek Inside a Pencil - Lori Mortensen 2018-11-16
Kids use pencils everyday. Read to find out how a pencil is made. Paired
to the fiction title Where is My Eraser?.
Most Talkative - Andy Cohen 2012-05-08
The man behind the Real Housewives writes about his lifelong love affair
with pop culture that brought him from the suburbs of St. Louis to his
own television show From a young age, Andy Cohen knew one thing: He
loved television. Not in the way that most kids do, but in an irrepressible,
all-consuming, I-want-to-climb-inside-the-tube kind of way. And climb
inside he did. Now presiding over Bravo's reality TV empire, he started
out as an overly talkative pop culture obsessive, devoted to Charlie's
Angels and All My Children and to his mother, who received daily letters
from Andy at summer camp, usually reminding her to tape the soaps. In
retrospect, it's hard to believe that everyone didn't know that Andy was
gay; still, he remained in the closet until college. Finally out, he
embarked on making a career out of his passion for television. The
journey begins with Andy interviewing his all-time idol Susan Lucci for
his college newspaper and ends with him in a job where he has a hand in
creating today's celebrity icons. In the witty, no-holds-barred style of his
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show Watch What Happens Live, Andy tells tales of absurd mishaps
during his ten years at CBS News, hilarious encounters with the heroes
and heroines of his youth, and the real stories behind The Real
Housewives. Dishy, funny, and full of heart, Most Talkative provides a
one-of-a-kind glimpse into the world of television, from a fan who grew
up watching the screen and is now inside it, both making shows and
hosting his own.
I Am a Pencil - Sam Swope 2004-08-03
A children's book author relates how a workshop for a group of third
graders grew into a three-year relationship with the class of mostly new
Americans as he taught them to write stories and poems and learned of
their hopes and lives.
I Promise - LeBron James 2020-08-11
An Instant #1 New York Times Bestseller! An Instant Indie Bestseller!
*An Amazon Best Book of the Year * A B&N Best Book of the Year* A
great gift for tiny go-getters and big dreamers, including for back to
school! NBA champion and superstar LeBron James pens a slam-dunk
picture book inspired by his foundation’s I PROMISE program that
motivates children everywhere to always #StriveForGreatness. Just a kid
from Akron, Ohio, who is dedicated to uplifting youth everywhere,
LeBron James knows the key to a better future is to excel in school, do
your best, and keep your family close. I Promise is a lively and inspiring
picture book that reminds us that tomorrow’s success starts with the
promises we make to ourselves and our community today. Featuring
James’s upbeat, rhyming text and vibrant illustrations perfectly crafted
for a diverse audience by #1 New York Times bestselling and Geisel
Honor winning artist Nina Mata, this book has the power to inspire all
children and families to be their best. Perfect for shared reading in and
out of the classroom, I Promise is also a great gift for graduation,
birthdays, and other occasions. Plus check out the audiobook, read by
LeBron James's mother and I Promise School supporter Gloria James!
Captivology - Ben Parr 2015-03-03
The former editor of Mashable and cofounder of DominateFund examines
the psychological phenomena that captivate our attention—and how we
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can leverage them to draw and retain attention for our ideas, work,
companies, and more. Whether you’re an artist or a salesperson, a
teacher or an engineer, a marketer or a parent—putting the spotlight on
your ideas, insights, projects and products requires a deep
understanding of the science of attention. In Captivology, award-winning
journalist and entrepreneur Ben Parr explains how and why the mind
pays attention to some events or people—and not others—and presents
seven captivation triggers—techniques guaranteed to help you capture
and retain the attention of friends, colleagues, customers, fans, and even
strangers. Parr combines the latest research on attention with interviews
with more than fifty scientists and visionaries—Facebook’s Sheryl
Sandberg, film director Steven Soderbergh, LinkedIn CEO Jeff Weiner,
magician Jon Armstrong, New York Times bestselling author Susan Cain,
Nintendo’s Shigeru Miyamoto, founder of Reddit Alexis Ohanian, and
more—who have successfully brought their ideas, projects, companies,
and products to the forefront of cultural consciousness. The result is an
insightful and practical book that will change how you assign jobs to your
kids or staff, craft a multi-million dollar ad campaign, deliver your next
presentation, attract users to your product, or convince the world to
support your cause.
The Promise Basket - Bill Richardson 2019-08-01
From award winning author Bill Richardson and highly acclaimed
illustrator Slavka Kolesar comes a beautiful story about the love between
a mother and daughter where a promise makes the perfect gift. A stone
when it’s thrown can damage, can break, but nothing can shatter the
promise I make. So begins the poem a mother writes on a scrap of paper.
She wraps the paper around a stone and places it in a basket to give to
her daughter on her first birthday. They are poor, but the mother is
determined that gifts will be given when gifts need giving. She keeps her
promise, and the Promise Basket, too. Every time there is a need for
gifts, the mother finds a pretty stone to tie up with paper and ribbon, and
gives it to her daughter in the basket. She continues the tradition over
the years until her daughter has a baby of her own... The love between a
mother and her daughter is celebrated in this lyrical story from Bill
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Richardson, featuring colorful illustrations by Slavka Kolesar. Correlates
to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.5 Describe the overall structure of a story,
including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the
ending concludes the action. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2 Determine a
theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the
text.
The Pencil of Nature - William Henry Fox Talbot 1969
The Amazing Idea of You - Charlotte Sullivan Wild 2019-02-05
Fans of Emily Winfield Martin will delight in this loving, gorgeously
illustrated story that celebrates new life. Hidden inside every living thing
is an idea. That idea can sprout, sing, wriggle, take wing . . . into
something amazing! Exploring beginnings both small and great, The
Amazing Idea of You bonds the human and natural worlds in a lyrical
burst of celebration. So dig deep, fly high, look around, and find the
extraordinary inside everything . . . including YOU!
Learn or Die - Edward D. Hess 2014-09-30
To compete with today's increasing globalization and rapidly evolving
technologies, individuals and organizations must take their ability to
learn—the foundation for continuous improvement, operational
excellence, and innovation—to a much higher level. In Learn or Die,
Edward D. Hess combines recent advances in neuroscience, psychology,
behavioral economics, and education with key research on highperformance businesses to create an actionable blueprint for becoming a
leading-edge learning organization. Learn or Die examines the process of
learning from an individual and an organizational standpoint. From an
individual perspective, the book discusses the cognitive, emotional,
motivational, attitudinal, and behavioral factors that promote better
learning. Organizationally, Learn or Die focuses on the kinds of
structures, culture, leadership, employee learning behaviors, and human
resource policies that are necessary to create an environment that
enables critical and innovative thinking, learning conversations, and
collaboration. The volume also provides strategies to mitigate the reality
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that humans can be reflexive, lazy thinkers who seek confirmation of
what they believe to be true and affirmation of their self-image. Exemplar
learning organizations discussed include the secretive Bridgewater
Associates, LP; Intuit, Inc.; United Parcel Service (UPS); W. L. Gore &
Associates; and IDEO.
How The Other Half Learns - Robert Pondiscio 2020-06-02
An inside look at America's most controversial charter schools, and the
moral and political questions around public education and school choice.
The promise of public education is excellence for all. But that promise
has seldom been kept for low-income children of color in America. In
How the Other Half Learns, teacher and education journalist Robert
Pondiscio focuses on Success Academy, the network of controversial
charter schools in New York City founded by Eva Moskowitz, who has
created something unprecedented in American education: a way for
large numbers of engaged and ambitious low-income families of color to
get an education for their children that equals and even exceeds what
wealthy families take for granted. Her results are astonishing, her
methods unorthodox. Decades of well-intended efforts to improve our
schools and close the "achievement gap" have set equity and excellence
at war with each other: If you are wealthy, with the means to pay private
school tuition or move to an affluent community, you can get your child
into an excellent school. But if you are poor and black or brown, you have
to settle for "equity" and a lecture--about fairness. About the need to be
patient. And about how school choice for you only damages public
schools for everyone else. Thousands of parents have chosen Success
Academy, and thousands more sit on waiting lists to get in. But
Moskowitz herself admits Success Academy "is not for everyone," and
this raises uncomfortable questions we'd rather not ask, let alone
answer: What if the price of giving a first-rate education to children least
likely to receive it means acknowledging that you can't do it for
everyone? What if some problems are just too hard for schools alone to
solve?
Start Something That Matters - Blake Mycoskie 2011-09-06
The incredible story of the man behind TOMS Shoes and One for One,
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the revolutionary business model that marries fun, profit, and social
good. “A creative and open-hearted business model for our times.”—The
Wall Street Journal Why this book is for you: • You’re ready to make a
difference in the world—through your own start-up business, a nonprofit
organization, or a new project that you create within your current job. •
You want to love your work, work for what you love, and have a positive
impact on the world—all at the same time. • You’re inspired by charity:
water, method, and FEED Projects and want to learn how these
organizations got their start. • You’re curious about how someone who
never made a pair of shoes, attended fashion school, or worked in retail
created one of the fastest-growing footwear companies in the world by
giving shoes away. • You’re looking for a new model of success to share
with your children, students, co-workers, and members of your
community. You’re ready to start something that matters.
Studio: A Place for Art to Start - Emily Arrow 2020-03-03
Beloved children's entertainer Emily Arrow's first picture book, perfect
for (little) makers everywhere: a story about finding a space to create! A
young bunny makes the rounds of a studio building, taking in all the
different artists in their habitats. Making, thinking, sharing, performing .
. . but can our bunny find the perfect space to let imagination shine? In
this charming ode to creativity, noted children's singer and entertainer
Emily Arrow introduces readers to the concept of the studio: a place for
painters, dancers, singers, actors, sculptors, printmakers . . . and you!
Whether it's a purpose-made space with big windows, a room filled with
equipment, or the corner of a bedroom, your studio can be anywhere-you just have to find it!
A Dream Called Home - Reyna Grande 2019-07-02
From bestselling author of the remarkable memoir, The Distance
Between Us comes an inspiring account of one woman’s quest to find her
place in America as a first-generation Latina university student and
aspiring writer determined to build a new life for her family one fearless
word at a time. “Here is a life story so unbelievable, it could only be
true” (Sandra Cisneros, bestselling author of The House on Mango
Street). As an immigrant in an unfamiliar country, with an indifferent
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mother and abusive father, Reyna had few resources at her disposal.
Taking refuge in words, Reyna’s love of reading and writing propels her
to rise above until she achieves the impossible and is accepted to the
University of California, Santa Cruz. Although her acceptance is a
triumph, the actual experience of American college life is intimidating
and unfamiliar for someone like Reyna, who is now estranged from her
family and support system. Again, she finds solace in words, holding fast
to her vision of becoming a writer, only to discover she knows nothing
about what it takes to make a career out of a dream. Through it all,
Reyna is determined to make the impossible possible, going from
undocumented immigrant of little means to “a fierce, smart, shimmering
light of a writer” (Cheryl Strayed, author of Wild); a National Book
Critics Circle Award Finalist whose “power is growing with every book”
(Luis Alberto Urrea, Pultizer Prize finalist); and a proud mother of two
beautiful children who will never have to know the pain of poverty and
neglect. Told in Reyna’s exquisite, heartfelt prose, A Dream Called Home
demonstrates how, by daring to pursue her dreams, Reyna was able to
build the one thing she had always longed for: a home that would endure.
Thirst - Scott Harrison 2018-10-02
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • An inspiring personal story of
redemption, second chances, and the transformative power within us all,
from the founder and CEO of the nonprofit charity: water. At 28 years
old, Scott Harrison had it all. A top nightclub promoter in New York City,
his life was an endless cycle of drugs, booze, models—repeat. But 10
years in, desperately unhappy and morally bankrupt, he asked himself,
"What would the exact opposite of my life look like?" Walking away from
everything, Harrison spent the next 16 months on a hospital ship in West
Africa and discovered his true calling. In 2006, with no money and less
than no experience, Harrison founded charity: water. Today, his
organization has raised over $400 million to bring clean drinking water
to more than 10 million people around the globe. In Thirst, Harrison
recounts the twists and turns that built charity: water into one of the
most trusted and admired nonprofits in the world. Renowned for its
100% donation model, bold storytelling, imaginative branding, and
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radical commitment to transparency, charity: water has disrupted how
social entrepreneurs work while inspiring millions of people to join its
mission of bringing clean water to everyone on the planet within our
lifetime. In the tradition of such bestselling books as Shoe Dog and
Mountains Beyond Mountains, Thirst is a riveting account of how to build
a better charity, a better business, a better life—and a gritty tale that
proves it’s never too late to make a change. 100% of the author’s net
proceeds from Thirst will go to fund charity: water projects around the
world.
Marwan's Journey - Patricia De Arias 2021-10-12
A 2018 Kirkus Best Book * A National Council of Social Studies * CBC
Notable Trade Book * An Outstanding International Trade Book (USBBY)
* A Bank Street Children’s Book Committee Best Book of the Year One
night they came... The darkness grew colder, deeper, darker, and
swallowed up everything... Marwan is a young boy on a journey he never
intended to take, bound for a place he doesn’t know. On his journey, he
relies on courage and memories of his faraway homeland to buoy him.
With him are hundreds and thousands of other human beings, crossing
the deserts and the seas, fleeing war and hunger in search of safety. He
must take one step after another—bringing whatever he can carry,
holding on to dreams. This is the journey of one boy who longs for a
home, and we follow his path, walking hand in hand with him as he looks
forward with uncertainty and hopes for a peaceful future. This beautiful,
heartfelt story gives a human face to the plight of refugees all over the
world. Marwan’s journey is everyone’s journey.
Leaving Microsoft to Change the World - John Wood 2006-08-29
John Wood discovered his passion, his greatest success, and his life's
work—not at business school or leading Microsoft's charge into Asia in
the 1990s—but on a soul-searching trip to the Himalayas. Wood felt
trapped between an all-consuming career and a desire to do something
lasting and significant. Stressed from the demands of his job, he took a
vacation trekking in Nepal because a friend had told him, "If you get high
enough in the mountains, you can't hear Steve Ballmer yelling at you
anymore." Instead of being the antidote to the rat race, that trip
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convinced John Wood to divert the boundless energy he was devoting to
Microsoft into a cause that desperately needed to be addressed. While
visiting a remote Nepalese school, Wood learned that the students had
few books in their library. When he offered to run a book drive to provide
the school with books, his idea was met with polite skepticism. After all,
no matter how well-intentioned, why would a successful software
executive take valuable time out of his life and gather books for an
impoverished school? But John Wood did return to that school and with
thousands of books bundled on the back of a yak. And at that moment,
Wood made the decision to walk away from Microsoft and create Room
to Read—an organization that has donated more than 1.2 million books,
established more than 2,600 libraries and 200 schools, and sent 1,700
girls to school on scholarship—ultimately touching the lives of 875,000
children with the lifelong gift of education. Leaving Microsoft to Change
the World chronicles John Wood's struggle to find a meaningful outlet for
his managerial talents and entrepreneurial zeal. For every high-achiever
who has ever wondered what life might be like giving back, Wood offers
a vivid, emotional, and absorbing tale of how to take the lessons learned
at a hard-charging company like Microsoft and apply them to one of the
world's most pressing problems: the lack of basic literacy.
The Promise of a Pencil - Adam Braun 2014-03-18
The author describes how he left a lucrative business consulting job to
found the nonprofit Pencils of Promise, an organization responsible for
building schools for the poor in developing countries around the world
and which recently completed its two hundredth school.
Creating Room to Read - John Wood 2014-01-28
The inspirational story of a former Microsoft executive’s quest to build
libraries around the world and share the love of books What’s happened
since John Wood left Microsoft to change the world? Just ask six million
kids in the poorest regions of Asia and Africa. In 1999, at the age of
thirty-five, Wood quit a lucrative career to found the nonprofit Room to
Read. Described by the San Francisco Chronicle as “the Andrew
Carnegie of the developing world,” he strived to bring the lessons of the
corporate world to the nonprofit sector—and succeeded spectacularly. In
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his acclaimed first book, Leaving Microsoft to Change the World, Wood
explained his vision and the story of his start-up. Now, he tackles the
organization’s next steps and its latest challenges—from managing
expansion to raising money in a collapsing economy to publishing books
for children who literally have no books in their native language. At its
heart, Creating Room to Read shares moving stories of the people Room
to Read works to help: impoverished children whose schools and villages
have been swept away by war or natural disaster and girls whose
educations would otherwise be ignored. People at the highest levels of
finance, government, and philanthropy will embrace the opportunity to
learn Wood’s inspiring business model and blueprint for doing good. And
general readers will love Creating Room to Read for its spellbinding
story of one man’s mission to put books within every child’s reach.
Do the KIND Thing - Daniel Lubetzky 2015-03-31
For the socially conscious, the intellectually curious, or the creative soul
comes an inspiring, New York Times bestselling handbook for success in
business, life, and the all-important task of building a more
compassionate world—by the visionary founder and CEO of KIND
Healthy Snacks. When Daniel Lubetzky started KIND Healthy Snacks in
2004, he aimed to defy the conventional wisdom that snack bars could
never be both tasty and healthy, convenient and wholesome. A decade
later, the transformative power of the company’s “AND” philosophy has
resulted in an astonishing record of achievement. KIND has become the
fastest-growing purveyor of healthy snacks in the country. Meanwhile,
the KIND Movement—the company’s social mission to make the world a
little kinder—has sparked more than a million good deeds worldwide. In
Do the KIND Thing, Lubetzky shares the revolutionary principles that
have shaped KIND’s business model and led to its success, while offering
an unfiltered and intensely personal look into the mind of a pioneering
social entrepreneur. Inspired by his father, who survived the Holocaust
thanks to the courageous kindness of strangers, Lubetzky began his
career handselling a sun-dried tomato spread made collaboratively by
Arabs and Jews in the war-torn Middle East. Despite early setbacks, he
never lost his faith in his vision of a “not-only-for-profit” business—one
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that sold great products and helped to make the world a better place.
While other companies let circumstances force them into choosing
between two seemingly incompatible options, people at KIND say “AND.”
At its core, this idea is about challenging assumptions and false
compromises. It is about not settling for less and being willing to take
greater risks, often financial. It is about learning to think boundlessly
and critically, and choosing what at first may be the tougher path for
later, greater rewards. By using illuminating anecdotes from his own
career, and celebrating some past failures through the lessons learned
from them, Lubetzky outlines his core tenets for building a successful
business and a thriving social enterprise. He explores the value of
staying true to your brand, highlights the importance of transparency
and communication in the workplace, and explains why good intentions
alone won’t sell products. Engaging and inspirational, Do the KIND Thing
shows how the power of AND worked wonders for one company—and
could empower the next generation of social entrepreneurs to improve
their bottom line and change the world. Advance praise for Do the KIND
Thing “An enjoyable read . . . wise advice about matters from product
development to people management.”—Financial Times “By sharing the
ten tenets that helped KIND grow, Daniel Lubetzky has given
entrepreneurs a road map to success that includes both passion and
purpose.”—Arianna Huffington, president and editor in chief, Huffington
Post Media Group “Lubetzky uses the power of kindness to build purpose
into his business and his community. He’s a role model for future
leaders.”—Mehmet Oz, M.D., professor of surgery, Columbia University
“I’ve always been a fan of the KIND brand. This engaging and
inspirational book shows how coupling a social mission with creativity
can spark change and empower a generation.”—Bobbi Brown, founder
and CCO, Bobbi Brown Cosmetics
The Silver Pencil - Alice Dalgliesh 1991-08
Janet uses the special pencil she received from her father to turn her life
into stories.
The Promise Bride - Becca Whitham 2017-08-30
"This heart-tugging story gives the reader a bit of everything—mystery,
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faith, and romance with a charming frontier sheriff!" —Scarlett Dunn,
author of Last Promise In a booming frontier town, a heavenly match
may be in store for mail-order brides seeking a fresh start . . . women of
strength and spirit who embrace the challenges of life and love in the
wild Montana Territory. Determined to save her father and siblings from
a crumbling Chicago tenement, Emilia Stanek becomes the long-distance
bride of a Montana rancher. But when she arrives in Helena, a rugged
lawman shatters her plans with the news that her husband is dead—and
deeply in debt. County sheriff Mac McCall can't afford to be distracted by
the pretty young widow, not with scandalous secrets emerging as he
investigates his friend's suspicious death. Mac's gruff order that she
leave town at once only spurs Emilia's resolve to take ownership of her
late husband's ranch and face his debtors. But as her defenses soften,
Emilia begins to accept Mac's help, feel compassion for his own wounded
heart?nd learns that trust means taking a leap of faith . . . "You don't
want to miss this jewel!" —Amy Lillard, author of Katie's Choice "A
dauntless, winning heroine, a complex hero, an engaging supporting cast
. . . Sweet and appealing, this historical inspirational romance hits a nice
tone as it touches on a variety of themes." —Kirkus Reviews "This mailorder bride novel as it all—likeable characters, intriguing suspense, a
dash of wry humor, and a swoon-worthy romance!" —RT Book Reviews (4
Stars)
The Promise of a Pencil - Adam Braun 2014-03-18
The riveting story of how a young man turned $25 into more than 200
schools around the world and the guiding steps anyone can take to lead a
successful and significant life. Adam Braun began working summers at
hedge funds when he was just sixteen years old, sprinting down the path
to a successful Wall Street career. But while traveling he met a young
boy begging on the streets of India, who after being asked what he
wanted most in the world, simply answered, “A pencil.” This small
request led to a staggering series of events that took Braun backpacking
through dozens of countries before eventually leaving one of the world’s
most prestigious jobs to found Pencils of Promise, the organization he
started with just $25 that has since built more than 200 schools around
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the world. The Promise of a Pencil chronicles Braun’s journey to find his
calling, as each chapter explains one clear step that every person can
take to turn your biggest ambitions into reality, even if you start with as
little as $25. His story takes readers behind the scenes with business
moguls and village chiefs, world-famous celebrities and hometown
heroes. Driven by compelling stories and shareable insights, this is a
vivid and inspiring book that will give you the tools to make your own life
a story worth telling. *All proceeds from this book will support Pencils of
Promise.
The Pencil - Susan Avingaq 2019-04-16
Susan and her sister, Rebecca, love watching their mother write letters
to people in other camps. Their mother has one precious pencil, and she
keeps it safe in her box for special things. One afternoon, their mother
leaves the iglu to help a neighbour, and Susan, Rebecca, and their
brother Peter are left with their father. They play all their regular games
but are soon out of things to do--until their father brings out the pencil!
As Susan draws and draws, the pencil grows shorter and shorter. What
will their mother think when she comes home? Based on author Susan
Avingaq's childhood memories of growing up in an iglu, this charming
story introduces young readers to the idea of using things wisely.
The Promise of the Pelican - Roy Hoffman 2022-03-15
For fans of Harper Lee and Rita Mae Brown, Roy Hoffman's new novel is
steeped in a sense of place--coastal Alabama--with its rich tapestry of
characters caught in a web of justice not for all. Early Praise for The
Promise of the Pelican: "Roy Hoffman has written a fast-paced,
mesmerizing and incredibly moving contemporary novel about human
and civil rights,"-- bestselling author Lee Smith "A thrilling novel, with
characters as memorable as those of Shakespearean tragedy...I could not
put it down." --Sena Jeter Naslund, author of Ahab's Wife At once a
literary crime novel and an intergenerational family drama, The Promise
of the Pelican is set in the multicultural South, where justice might
depend on the color of your skin and your immigration status. Hank
Weinberg is a modern day Atticus Finch, recently retired as a defense
attorney in Mobile, Alabama, and a Holocaust survivor, who fled the
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Nazis as a young child. With his daughter in rehab, he's now taking care
of his special needs grandson. Mourning his dead wife, spending
mornings fishing on the pier with other octogenarians, he passes the rest
of his days watching over his sweet grandson with the help of Lupita, a
young Honduran babysitter. When her brother Julio, an undocumented
immigrant, is accused of murder, Hank must return to the courtroom to
defend him while also trying to save his daughter and grandson's life
from spinning out of control. The Promise of the Pelican takes its title
from the legend that a pelican will pierce its own breast for blood to feed
its starving chicks, a metaphor for one old man who risks all to save the
vulnerable. In a crisp prose style Harper Lee called "lean and clean,"
Hoffman writes from an enormous well of compassion. He fills his new
novel with a cast of finely drawn characters of all ages and abilities
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facing life's harshest challenges and rising to meet them with dignity.
The Promise of a Pencil by Adam Braun (Summary) - QuickRead
Do you want more free books like this? Download our app for free at
https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get access to hundreds of free book
and audiobook summaries. Founded on just $25, international charity
Pencils of Promise has built more than 200 schools in developing
countries around the world. This book tells the story of the charity’s
growth and the mission of its founder, Adam Braun The Promise of a
Pencil illustrates the simple key theories that characterize Adam Braun’s
inspiring mission. In addition to telling the story of Braun’s charity, the
principles outlined in this book will guide readers to find their passion,
maximize their potential, and live a life full of joy and meaning through
serving others.
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