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Culture and Social Behavior - Richard M. Sorrentino 2005-03-23
Cross-cultural differences have many important implications for social identity, social cognition, and
interpersonal behavior. The 10th volume of the Ontario Symposia on Personality and Social Psychology
focuses on East-West cultural differences and similarities and how this research can be applied to crosscultural studies in general. Culture and Social Behavior covers a range of topics from differences in basic
cognitive processes to broad level cultural syndromes that pervade social arrangements, laws, and public
representations. Leading researchers in the study of culture and psychology describe their work and their
current perspective on the important questions facing the field. Pioneers in the field such as Harry Triandis
and Michael Bond present their work, along with those who represent some newer approaches to the study
of culture. Richard E. Nisbett concludes the book by discussing the historical development of the field and
an examination of which aspects of culture are universal and which are culture-specific. By illustrating both
the diversity and vitality of research on the psychology of culture and social behavior, the editors hope this
volume will stimulate further research from psychologists of many cultural traditions. Understanding
cultural differences is now more important than ever due to their potential to spark conflict, violence, and
aggression. As such, this volume is a "must have" for cultural researchers including those in social, cultural,
and personality psychology, and interpersonal, cultural, and political communication, anthropology, and
sociology.
Technology as Human Social Tradition - Peter David Jordan 2014-11-24
Technology as Human Social Tradition outlines a novel approach to studying variability and cumulative
change in human technology—prominent research themes in both archaeology and anthropology. Peter
Jordan argues that human material culture is best understood as an expression of social tradition. In this
approach, each artifact stands as an output of a distinctive operational sequence with specific choices made
at each stage in its production. Jordan also explores different material culture traditions that are
propagated through social learning, factors that promote coherent lineages of tradition to form, and the
extent to which these cultural lineages exhibit congruence with one another and with language history.
Drawing on the application of cultural transmission theory to empirical research, Jordan develops a
descent-with-modification perspective on the technology of Northern Hemisphere hunter-gatherers. Case
studies from indigenous societies in Northwest Siberia, the Pacific Northwest Coast, and Northern
California provide cross-cultural insights related to the evolution of material culture traditions at different
social and spatial scales. This book promises new ways of exploring some of the primary factors that
generate human cultural diversity in the deep past and through to the present.
The Secret of Our Success - Joseph Henrich 2017-10-17
How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper Humans are a puzzling species. On the
one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild, often failing to overcome even basic challenges,
like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other hand, human groups have
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produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex institutions that have permitted us
to successfully expand into a vast range of diverse environments. What has enabled us to dominate the
globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone individuals? This book shows
that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our collective brains—on the ability
of human groups to socially interconnect and learn from one another over generations. Drawing insights
from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific findings,
ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates how our collective brains have
propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped our biology. Our early capacities for learning from
others produced many cultural innovations, such as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and
projectile weapons, which in turn drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy,
and psychology in crucial ways. Later on, some collective brains generated and recombined powerful
concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while also creating the institutions that continue to
alter our motivations and perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably
interwoven with cultural evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our species on an
extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. Tracking clues from our ancient past to the present, The Secret of
Our Success explores how the evolution of both our cultural and social natures produce a collective
intelligence that explains both our species' immense success and the origins of human uniqueness.
Introduction to Sociology 2e - Heather Griffiths 2017-12-31
Introduction to Sociology 2e adheres to the scope and sequence of a typical, one-semester introductory
sociology course. It offers comprehensive coverage of core concepts, foundational scholars, and emerging
theories, which are supported by a wealth of engaging learning materials. The textbook presents detailed
section reviews with rich questions, discussions that help students apply their knowledge, and features that
draw learners into the discipline in meaningful ways. The second edition retains the book's conceptual
organization, aligning to most courses, and has been significantly updated to reflect the latest research and
provide examples most relevant to today's students. In order to help instructors transition to the revised
version, the 2e changes are described within the preface. The images in this textbook are grayscale.
Authors include: Heather Griffiths, Nathan Keirns, Eric Strayer, Susan Cody-Rydzewski, Gail Scaramuzzo,
Tommy Sadler, Sally Vyain, Jeff Bry, Faye Jones
Transmitting Culture - Régis Debray 2000
In a departure, author Regis Debray redefines communication as the inescapable conditioning of
civilization's meanings and messages by their technologies of transmission and lays the groundwork for a
science of the transmission of cultural forms."
The Nature of Culture - Miriam N. Haidle 2016-01-19
This volume introduces a model of the expansion of cultural capacity as a systemic approach with
biological, historical and individual dimensions. It is contrasted with existing approaches from primatology
and behavioural ecology; influential factors like differences in life history and demography are discussed;
and the different stages of the development of cultural capacity in human evolution are traced in the
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archaeological record. The volume provides a synthetic view on a) the different factors and mechanisms of
cultural development, and b) expansions of cultural capacities in human evolution beyond the capacities
observed in animal culture so far. It is an important topic because only a volume of contributions from
different disciplines can yield the necessary breadth to discuss the complex subject. The model introduced
and discussed originates in the naturalist context and tries to open the discussion to some culturalist
aspects, thus the publication in a series with archaeological and biological emphasis is apt. As a new
development the synthetic model of expansion of cultural capacity is introduced and discussed in a broad
perspective. 
Primate Behaviour - Duane Quiatt 1995-01-27
Stressing direct connections between human and nonhuman society, this book about the social life of
monkeys, apes and humans emphasizes the importance of social information and knowledge in the
understanding of primate behavior and organization.
How People Learn II - National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 2018-09-27
There are many reasons to be curious about the way people learn, and the past several decades have seen
an explosion of research that has important implications for individual learning, schooling, workforce
training, and policy. In 2000, How People Learn: Brain, Mind, Experience, and School: Expanded Edition
was published and its influence has been wide and deep. The report summarized insights on the nature of
learning in school-aged children; described principles for the design of effective learning environments; and
provided examples of how that could be implemented in the classroom. Since then, researchers have
continued to investigate the nature of learning and have generated new findings related to the neurological
processes involved in learning, individual and cultural variability related to learning, and educational
technologies. In addition to expanding scientific understanding of the mechanisms of learning and how the
brain adapts throughout the lifespan, there have been important discoveries about influences on learning,
particularly sociocultural factors and the structure of learning environments. How People Learn II:
Learners, Contexts, and Cultures provides a much-needed update incorporating insights gained from this
research over the past decade. The book expands on the foundation laid out in the 2000 report and takes an
in-depth look at the constellation of influences that affect individual learning. How People Learn II will
become an indispensable resource to understand learning throughout the lifespan for educators of students
and adults.
Handbook of Evolutionary Research in Archaeology - Anna Marie Prentiss 2019-06-03
Evolutionary Research in Archaeology seeks to provide a comprehensive overview of contemporary
evolutionary research in archaeology. The book will provide a single source for introduction and overview
of basic and advanced evolutionary concepts and research programs in archaeology. Content will be
organized around four areas of critical research including microevolutionary and macroevolutionary
process, human ecology studies (evolutionary ecology, demography, and niche construction), and
evolutionary cognitive archaeology. Authors of individual chapters will address theoretical foundations,
history of research, contemporary contributions and debates, and implications for the future for their
respective topics. As appropriate, authors present or discuss short empirical case studies to illustrate key
arguments. 
The Question of Animal Culture - Kevin N. Laland 2009
Fifty years ago, a troop of Japanese macaques was observed washing sandy sweet potatoes in a stream,
sending ripples through the fields of ethology, comparative psychology, and cultural anthropology. The
issue of animal culture has been hotly debated ever since. Now Kevin Laland and Bennett Galef have
gathered key voices in the often rancorous debate to summarize the views along the continuum from
“Culture? Of course!” to “Culture? Of course not!” The result is essential reading for anyone interested in
the validity of animal culture, and what it might say about our own.
In the Light of Evolution - National Academy of Sciences 2017-01-01
Biodiversity-the genetic variety of life-is an exuberant product of the evolutionary past, a vast humansupportive resource (aesthetic, intellectual, and material) of the present, and a rich legacy to cherish and
preserve for the future. Two urgent challenges, and opportunities, for 21st-century science are to gain
deeper insights into the evolutionary processes that foster biotic diversity, and to translate that
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understanding into workable solutions for the regional and global crises that biodiversity currently faces. A
grasp of evolutionary principles and processes is important in other societal arenas as well, such as
education, medicine, sociology, and other applied fields including agriculture, pharmacology, and
biotechnology. The ramifications of evolutionary thought also extend into learned realms traditionally
reserved for philosophy and religion. The central goal of the In the Light of Evolution (ILE) series is to
promote the evolutionary sciences through state-of-the-art colloquia-in the series of Arthur M. Sackler
colloquia sponsored by the National Academy of Sciences-and their published proceedings. Each
installment explores evolutionary perspectives on a particular biological topic that is scientifically
intriguing but also has special relevance to contemporary societal issues or challenges. This tenth and final
edition of the In the Light of Evolution series focuses on recent developments in phylogeographic research
and their relevance to past accomplishments and future research directions.
Chimpanzees and Human Evolution - Martin N. Muller 2017-11-27
Knowledge of wild chimpanzees has expanded dramatically. This volume, edited by Martin Muller, Richard
Wrangham, and David Pilbeam, brings together scientists who are leading a revolution to discover and
explain human uniqueness, by studying our closest living relatives. Their conclusions may transform our
understanding of human evolution.
Cultural Evolution - Peter J. Richerson 2013-11-01
Leading scholars report on current research that demonstrates the central role of cultural evolution in
explaining human behavior. Over the past few decades, a growing body of research has emerged from a
variety of disciplines to highlight the importance of cultural evolution in understanding human behavior.
Wider application of these insights, however, has been hampered by traditional disciplinary boundaries. To
remedy this, in this volume leading researchers from theoretical biology, developmental and cognitive
psychology, linguistics, anthropology, sociology, religious studies, history, and economics come together to
explore the central role of cultural evolution in different aspects of human endeavor. The contributors take
as their guiding principle the idea that cultural evolution can provide an important integrating function
across the various disciplines of the human sciences, as organic evolution does for biology. The benefits of
adopting a cultural evolutionary perspective are demonstrated by contributions on social systems,
technology, language, and religion. Topics covered include enforcement of norms in human groups, the
neuroscience of technology, language diversity, and prosociality and religion. The contributors evaluate
current research on cultural evolution and consider its broader theoretical and practical implications,
synthesizing past and ongoing work and sketching a roadmap for future cross-disciplinary efforts.
Contributors Quentin D. Atkinson, Andrea Baronchelli, Robert Boyd, Briggs Buchanan, Joseph Bulbulia,
Morten H. Christiansen, Emma Cohen, William Croft, Michael Cysouw, Dan Dediu, Nicholas Evans, Emma
Flynn, Pieter François, Simon Garrod, Armin W. Geertz, Herbert Gintis, Russell D. Gray, Simon J. Greenhill,
Daniel B. M. Haun, Joseph Henrich, Daniel J. Hruschka, Marco A. Janssen, Fiona M. Jordan, Anne Kandler,
James A. Kitts, Kevin N. Laland, Laurent Lehmann, Stephen C. Levinson, Elena Lieven, Sarah Mathew,
Robert N. McCauley, Alex Mesoudi, Ara Norenzayan, Harriet Over, Jürgen Renn, Victoria Reyes-García,
Peter J. Richerson, Stephen Shennan, Edward G. Slingerland, Dietrich Stout, Claudio Tennie, Peter Turchin,
Carel van Schaik, Matthijs Van Veelen, Harvey Whitehouse, Thomas Widlok, Polly Wiessner, David Sloan
Wilson
An archaeology of innovation - Catherine J. Frieman 2021-02-16
An archaeology of innovation is the first monograph-length investigation of innovation and the innovation
process from an archaeological perspective. It interrogates the idea of innovation that permeates our
popular media and our political and scientific discourse, setting this against the long-term perspective that
only archaeology can offer. Case studies span the entire breadth of human history, from our earliest
hominin ancestors to the contemporary world. The book argues that the present narrow focus on pushing
the adoption of technical innovations ignores the complex interplay of social, technological and
environmental systems that underlies truly innovative societies; the inherent connections between new
technologies, technologists and social structure that give them meaning and make them valuable; and the
significance and value of conservative social practices that lead to the frequent rejection of innovations.
Globalization of Technology - Proceedings of the Sixth Convocation of The Council of Academies of
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Engineering and Technological Sciences 1988-02-01
The technological revolution has reached around the world, with important consequences for business,
government, and the labor market. Computer-aided design, telecommunications, and other developments
are allowing small players to compete with traditional giants in manufacturing and other fields. In this
volume, 16 engineering and industrial experts representing eight countries discuss the growth of
technological advances and their impact on specific industries and regions of the world. From various
perspectives, these distinguished commentators describe the practical aspects of technology's reach into
business and trade.
Dynamics of Learning in Neanderthals and Modern Humans Volume 1 - Takeru Akazawa 2013-12-16
This volume presents the first of two proceedings from the International Conference on the Replacement of
Neanderthals by Modern Humans, which took place in Tokyo in November 2012. Focussing on a highly
innovative working hypothesis called the ‘learning hypothesis’, which attempts to explain the replacement
as a result of differences in the learning abilities of these two hominid populations, the conference served
as the latest multidisciplinary discussion forum on this intriguing Palaeoanthropological issue. The present
volume reports on outcomes of the conference in three major sections. Part 1 provides an archaeological
overview of the processes of replacement/assimilation of Neanderthals by modern humans. Part 2 consists
of archaeological and ethnographic case studies exploring evidence of learning behaviours in prehistoric
and modern hunter-gatherer societies. Part 3 presents a collection of papers that directly contributes to the
definition, validation and testing of the learning hypothesis in terms of population biology and evolutionary
theory. A total of 18 papers in this volume make available to readers unique cultural perspectives on
mechanisms of the replacement/assimilation of Neanderthals by modern humans and suggested
relationships between these mechanisms and different learning strategies.
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London - 2007
Encyclopedia of Child Behavior and Development - Sam Goldstein 2010-11-23
This reference work breaks new ground as an electronic resource. Utterly comprehensive, it serves as a
repository of knowledge in the field as well as a frequently updated conduit of new material long before it
finds its way into standard textbooks.
Technology of Early Settlement in Northern Europe - Kjel Knutsson 2018
Technology as Human Social Tradition - Peter Jordan 2014-11-06
"This book examines three interlocking topics that are central to all archaeological and anthropological
inquiry: the role of technology in human existence; the reproduction of social traditions; the factors that
generate cultural diversity and change. The overall aim is to outline a new kind of approach for researching
variability and transformation in human material culture, and the main argument is that these technological
traditions exhibit heritable continuity: they consist of information stored in human brains and then passed
onto others through social learning. Technological traditions can therefore be understood as manifestations
of a complex transmission system, and applying this new perspective to human material culture builds on,
but also largely transcends, much of the earlier work conducted by archaeologists and anthropologists into
the significance, function and social meanings associated with tools, objects and vernacular architecture"-Material Culture and Sacred Landscape - Peter Jordan 2003
Study of the Khanty pastoralists of Siberia and their use of sacred landscapes.
Cultural Phylogenetics - Larissa Mendoza Straffon 2016-02-10
This book explores the potential and challenges of implementing evolutionary phylogenetic methods in
archaeological research, by discussing key concepts and presenting concrete applications of these
approaches. The volume is divided into two parts: The first covers the theoretical and conceptual
implications of using evolution-based models in the sociocultural domain, illustrates the sorts of questions
that these methods can help answer, and invites the reader to reflect on the opportunities and limitations of
these perspectives. The second part comprises case studies that address relevant empirical issues, such as
inferring patterns and rates of cultural transmission, detecting selective pressures in cultural evolution, and
explaining the nature of cultural variation. This book will appeal to archaeologists interested in applying
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evolutionary thinking and inferential methods to their field, and to anyone interested in cultural evolution
studies.
Primitive Culture - Edward Burnett Tylor 1891
The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology and Anthropology of Hunter-Gatherers - Vicki Cummings
2014-04-24
For more than a century, the study of hunting and gathering societies has been central to the development
of both archaeology and anthropology as academic disciplines, and has also generated widespread public
interest and debate. The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology and Anthropology of Hunter-Gatherers
provides a comprehensive review of hunter-gatherer studies to date, including critical engagements with
older debates, new theoretical perspectives, and renewed obligations for greater engagement between
researchers and indigenous communities. Chapters provide in-depth archaeological, historical, and
anthropological case-studies, and examine far-reaching questions about human social relations, attitudes to
technology, ecology, and management of resources and the environment, as well as issues of diet, health,
and gender relations - all central topics in hunter-gatherer research, but also themes that have great
relevance for modern global society and its future challenges. The Handbook also provides a strategic
vision for how the integration of new methods, approaches, and study regions can ensure that future
research into the archaeology and anthropology of hunter-gatherers will continue to deliver penetrating
insights into the factors that underlie all human diversity.
Social Learning and Innovation in Contemporary Hunter-Gatherers - Hideaki Terashima 2016-10-22
This is the first book to examine social learning and innovation in hunter–gatherers from around the world.
More is known about social learning in chimpanzees and nonhuman primates than is known about social
learning in hunter–gatherers, a way of life that characterized most of human history. The book describes
diverse patterns of learning and teaching behaviors in contemporary hunter–gatherers from the
perspectives of cultural anthropology, ecological anthropology, biological anthropology, and developmental
psychology. The book addresses several theoretical issues including the learning hypothesis which suggests
that the fate of Homo sapiens and Neanderthals in the last glacial period might have been due to the
differences in learning ability. It has been unequivocally claimed that social learning is intrinsically
important for human beings; however, the characteristics of human learning remain under a dense fog
despite innumerable studies with children from urban–industrial cultures. Controversy continues on
problems such as: do hunter–gatherers teach? If so, what types of teaching occur, who does it, how often,
under what contexts, and so on. The book explores the most basic and intrinsic aspects of social learning as
well as the foundation of innovative activities in everyday activities of contemporary hunter–gatherer
people across the earth. The book examines how hunter-gatherer core values, such as gender and age
egalitarianism and extensive sharing of food and childcare are transmitted and acquired by children.
Chapters are grouped into five sections: 1) theoretical perspectives of learning in hunter–gatherers, 2)
modes and processes of social learning in hunter–gatherers, 3) innovation and cumulative culture, 4) play
and other cultural contexts of social learning and innovation, 5) biological contexts of learning and
innovation. Ideas and concepts based on the data gathered through an intensive fieldwork by the authors
will give much insight into the mechanisms and meanings of learning and education in modern humans.
Cultural Heritage in a Changing World - Karol Jan Borowiecki 2016-05-02
The central purpose of this collection of essays is to make a creative addition to the debates surrounding
the cultural heritage domain. In the 21st century the world faces epochal changes which affect every part
of society, including the arenas in which cultural heritage is made, held, collected, curated, exhibited, or
simply exists. The book is about these changes; about the decentring of culture and cultural heritage away
from institutional structures towards the individual; about the questions which the advent of digital
technologies is demanding that we ask and answer in relation to how we understand, collect and make
available Europe’s cultural heritage. Cultural heritage has enormous potential in terms of its contribution
to improving the quality of life for people, understanding the past, assisting territorial cohesion, driving
economic growth, opening up employment opportunities and supporting wider developments such as
improvements in education and in artistic careers. Given that spectrum of possible benefits to society, the
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range of studies that follow here are intended to be a resource and stimulus to help inform not just
professionals in the sector but all those with an interest in cultural heritage.
Culture History and Convergent Evolution - Huw S. Groucutt 2020-07-23
This volume brings together diverse contributions from leading archaeologists and paleoanthropologists,
covering various spatial and temporal periods to distinguish convergent evolution from cultural
transmission in order to see if we can discover ancient human populations. With a focus on lithic
technology, the book analyzes ancient materials and cultures to systematically explore the theoretical and
physical aspects of culture, convergence, and populations in human evolution and prehistory. The book will
be of interest to academics, students and researchers in archaeology, paleoanthropology, genetics, and
paleontology. The book begins by addressing early prehistory, discussing the convergent evolution of
behaviors and the diverse ecological conditions driving the success of different evolutionary paths.
Chapters discuss these topics and technology in the context of the Lower Paleolithic/Earlier Stone age and
Middle Paleolithic/Middle Stone Age. The book then moves towards a focus on the prehistory of our species
over the last 40,000 years. Topics covered include the human evolutionary and dispersal consequences of
the Middle-Upper Paleolithic Transition in Western Eurasia. Readers will also learn about the cultural
convergences, and divergences, that occurred during the Terminal Pleistocene and Holocene, such as the
budding of human societies in the Americas. The book concludes by integrating these various perspectives
and theories, and explores different methods of analysis to link technological developments and cultural
convergence.
Social Intelligence - Nathan Emery 2008
Why are humans so clever? This book explores the idea that this cleverness has evolved through the
increasing complexity of social groups. It brings together contributions from leaders in the field, examining
social intelligence in different animal species and exploring its development, evolution and the brain
systems upon which it depends.
How Traditions Live and Die - Olivier Morin 2016
Of all the things we do and say, most will never be repeated or reproduced. Once in a while, however, an
idea or a practice generates a chain of transmission that covers more distance through space and time than
any individual person ever could. What makes such transmission chains possible? For two centuries, the
dominant view (from psychology to anthropology) was that humans owe their cultural prosperity to their
powers of imitation. In this view, modern cultures exist because the people who carry them are gifted at
remembering, storing and reproducing information. How Traditions Live and Die proposes an alternative to
this standard view. What makes traditions live is not a general-purpose imitation capacity. Cultural
transmission is partial, selective, often unfaithful. Some traditions live on in spite of this, because they tap
into widespread and basic cognitive preferences. These attractive traditions spread, not by being better
retained or more accurately transferred, but because they are transmitted over and over. This theory is
used to shed light on various puzzles of cultural change (from the distribution of bird songs to the staying
power of children's rhymes) and to explain the special relation that links the human species to its cultures.
Morin combines recent work in cognitive anthropology with new advances in quantitative cultural history,
to map and predict the diffusion of traditions. This book is both an introduction and an accessible
alternative to contemporary theories of cultural evolution.
Culture Evolves - Robert A. Hinde 2012
Culture shapes vast swathes of our lives and has allowed the human species to dominate the planet in an
evolutionarily unique way. This book is unique in focusing on the evolutionary continuities in culture,
providing an interdisciplinary exploration of culture, written by leading authorities from the biological and
cognitive sciences.
Landscape and Culture in Northern Eurasia - Peter Jordan 2016-06-16
This unique volume aims to break down the lingering linguistic boundaries that continue to divide up the
circumpolar world, to move beyond ethnographic ‘thick description’ to integrate the study of northern
Eurasian hunting and herding societies more effectively by encouraging increased international
collaboration between archaeologists, ethnographers and historians, and to open new directions for
archaeological investigation of spirituality and northern landscape traditions. Authors examine the life-ways
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and beliefs of the indigenous peoples of northern Eurasia; chapters contribute ethnographic, ethnohistoric
and archaeological case-studies stretching from Fennoscandia, through Siberia, and into Chukotka and the
Russian Far East.
Handbook of Social Economics SET: 1A, 1B - Jess Benhabib 2011
How can economists define and measure social preferences and interactions? Through the use of new
economic data and tools, our contributors survey an array of social interactions and decisions that typify
homo economicus. Identifying economic strains in activities such as learning, group formation,
discrimination, and the creation of peer dynamics, they demonstrate how they tease out social preferences
from the influences of culture, familial beliefs, religion, and other forces. Advances our understanding
about quantifying social interactions and the effects of culture Summarizes research on theoretical and
applied economic analyses of social preferences Explores the recent willingness among economists to
consider new arguments in the utility function
Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the Palaeolithic - Alex Mesoudi 2015-04-30
This volume is motivated by the desire to explain why Neanderthals were replaced by modern humans, in
terms of cultural differences between the two (sub-) species. It provides up-to-date coverage on the theory
of cultural evolution as is being used by anthropologists, archaeologists, biologists and psychologists to
decipher hominin cultural change and diversity during the Palaeolithic. The contributing authors are
directly involved in this effort and the material presented includes novel approaches and findings. Chapters
explain how learning strategies in combination with social and demographic factors (e.g., population size
and mobility patterns) predict cultural evolution in a world without the printing press, television or the
Internet. Also addressed is the inverse problem of how learning strategies may be inferred from actual
trajectories of cultural change, for example as seen in the North American Palaeolithic. Mathematics and
statistics, a sometimes necessary part of theory, are explained in elementary terms where they appear, with
details relegated to appendices. Full citations of the relevant literature will help the reader to further
pursue any topic of interest.
A World of Three Cultures - Miguel Basáñez 2016
In this volume, the author presents a provocative look at the impact of culture on global development.
Journal of Field Archaeology - Association for Field Archaeology 1999
Essays on Cultural Transmission - Maurice Bloch 2020-09-03
This book brings together recent work by Maurice Bloch which explores the highly controversial territory
between the cognitive and social sciences. The essays are of broad, theoretical interest and aim to combine
naturalistic approaches to cognition with a recognition and respect for the cultural and historical specificity
of ethnography. All the essays illustrate Bloch's characteristic approach to the relation between
anthropology and cognitive science, where cognitive science is used to criticize anthropological
assumptions concerning such key topics as religion, kinship, belief, ritual, symbolism and art.
The Acceleration of Cultural Change - R. Alexander Bentley 2017-08-25
How culture evolves through algorithms rather than knowledge inherited from ancestors. From our huntergatherer days, we humans evolved to be excellent throwers, chewers, and long-distance runners. We are
highly social, crave Paleolithic snacks, and display some gendered difference resulting from mate selection.
But we now find ourselves binge-viewing, texting while driving, and playing Minecraft. Only the collective
acceleration of cultural and technological evolution explains this development. The evolutionary psychology
of individuals—the drive for “food and sex”—explains some of our current habits, but our evolutionary
success, Alex Bentley and Mike O'Brien explain, lies in our ability to learn cultural know-how and to teach it
to the next generation. Today, we are following social media bots as much as we are learning from our
ancestors. We are radically changing the way culture evolves. Bentley and O'Brien describe how the
transmission of culture has become vast and instantaneous across an Internet of people and devices, after
millennia of local ancestral knowledge that evolved slowly. Long-evolved cultural knowledge is aggressively
discounted by online algorithms, which prioritize popularity and recency. If children are learning more from
Minecraft than from tradition, this is a profound shift in cultural evolution. Bentley and O'Brien examine the
broad and shallow model of cultural evolution seen today in the science of networks, prediction markets,
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and the explosion of digital information. They suggest that in the future, artificial intelligence could be put
to work to solve the problem of information overload, learning to integrate concepts over the vast idea
space of digitally stored information.
The Handbook of Historical Economics - Alberto Bisin 2021-04-27
The Handbook of Historical Economics guides students and researchers through a quantitative economic
history that uses fully up-to-date econometric methods. The book's coverage of statistics applied to the
social sciences makes it invaluable to a broad readership. As new sources and applications of data in every
economic field are enabling economists to ask and answer new fundamental questions, this book presents
an up-to-date reference on the topics at hand. Provides an historical outline of the two cliometric
revolutions, highlighting the similarities and the differences between the two Surveys the issues and
principal results of the "second cliometric revolution" Explores innovations in formulating hypotheses and
statistical testing, relating them to wider trends in data-driven, empirical economics
Ancient Textile Production from an Interdisciplinary Perspective - Agata Ulanowska 2022
The diverse developments in textile research of the last decade, along with the increased recognition of the
importance of textile studies in adjacent fields, now merit a dedicated, full-length publication entitled
Ancient Textile Production from an Interdisciplinary Perspective: Humanities and Natural Sciences
Interwoven for our Understanding of Textiles. With this volume, the authors and the editors wish to

technology-as-human-social-tradition-cultural-transmission-among-hunter-gatherers-origins-of-human-behavior-and-culture

illustrate to the current impact of textile archaeology on the scholarly perception of the past (not limited to
archaeology alone). The volume presents new insights into the consumption, meaning, use and re-use of
textiles and dyes, all of which are topics of growing importance in textile research. As indicated by the title,
we demonstrate the continued importance of interdisciplinarity by showcasing several interwoven
approaches to environmental and archaeological remains, textual and iconographic sources, archaeological
experiments and ethnographic data, from a large area covering Europe and the Mediterranean, Near East,
Africa and Asia. The chronological span is deliberately wide, including materials dating from c. 6th
millennium BCE to c. mid-14th century CE. The volume is organised in four parts that aim to reflect the
main areas of the textile research in 2020. After the two introductory chapters (Part I: About this Volume
and Textile Research in 2020), follow two chapters referring to dyes and dyeing technology in which
analytical and material-based studies are linked to contextual sources (Part II: Interdisciplinarity of Colour:
Dye Analyses and Dyeing Technologies). The six chapters of Part III: Interdisciplinary Approaches to Textile
Tools discuss textiles and textile production starting from the analyses of tools, whether functional or as
representative of technological developments or user identity. Archaeological and cultural contexts as well
as textile traditions are the main topics of the six chapters in Part IV: Traditions and Contexts: Fibres,
Fabrics, Techniques, Uses and Meanings. The two final chapters in Part V: Digital Tools refer to the use of
digital tools in textile research, presenting two different case studies. .
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