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The Ancient Celts - Barry Cunliffe 2018-04-10
Fierce warriors and skilled craftsmen, the Celts were famous throughout the Ancient Mediterranean World.
They were the archetypal barbarians from the north and were feared by both Greeks and Romans. For two
and a half thousand years they have continued to fascinate those who have come into contact with them,
yet their origins have remained a mystery and even today are the subject of heated debate among
historians and archaeologists. Barry Cunliffe's classic study of the ancient Celtic world was first published
in 1997. Since then huge advances have taken place in our knowledge: new finds, new ways of using DNA
records to understand Celtic origins, new ideas about the proto-urban nature of early chieftains'
strongholds. All these developments are part of this fully updated, and completely redesigned edition.
Cunliffe explores the archaeological reality of these bold warriors and skilled craftsmen of barbarian
Europe who inspired fear in both the Greeks and the Romans. He investigates the texts of the classical
writers and contrasts their view of the Celts with current archaeological findings. Tracing the emergence of
chiefdoms and the fifth- to third-century migrations as far as Bosnia and the Czech Republic, he assesses
the disparity between the traditional story and the most recent historical and archaeological evidence on
the Celts. Other aspects of Celtic identity such as the cultural diversity of the tribes, their social and
religious systems, art, language and law, are also examined. From the picture that emerges, we are crucially - able to distinguish between the original Celts, and those tribes which were "Celtized," giving us
an invaluable insight into the true identity of this ancient people.
The Archaeology of Celtic Britain and Ireland - Lloyd Laing 2006-06-29
This book, first published in 2006, surveys the archaeology of the Celtic-speaking areas of Britain and
Ireland, AD 400 to 1200.
Bretons and Britons - Barry Cunliffe 2021
A long history of the Bretons, from prehistoric times to the present, and the very close relationship they
have had with their British neighbours. It is a story of a fiercely independent people and their struggle to
maintain their distinctive identity.
Ancient Celts - Jen Green 2008
Discusses important archeological finds from the Celts' past and reveals how archaeologists use the latest
technology to discover clues to ancient Celtic civilization.
The Scythians - Barry Cunliffe 2019-09-26
Brilliant horsemen and great fighters, the Scythians were nomadic horsemen who ranged wide across the
grasslands of the Asian steppe from the Altai mountains in the east to the Great Hungarian Plain in the first
millennium BC. Their steppe homeland bordered on a number of sedentary states to the south - the
Chinese, the Persians and the Greeks - and there were, inevitably, numerous interactions between the
nomads and their neighbours. The Scythians fought the Persians on a number of occasions, in one battle
killing their king and on another occasion driving the invading army of Darius the Great from the steppe.
Relations with the Greeks around the shores of the Black Sea were rather different - both communities
benefiting from trading with each other. This led to the development of a brilliant art style, often depicting
scenes from Scythian mythology and everyday life. It is from the writings of Greeks like the historian
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Herodotus that we learn of Scythian life: their beliefs, their burial practices, their love of fighting, and their
ambivalent attitudes to gender. It is a world that is also brilliantly illuminated by the rich material culture
recovered from Scythian burials, from the graves of kings on the Pontic steppe, with their elaborate gold
work and vividly coloured fabrics, to the frozen tombs of the Altai mountains, where all the organic material
- wooden carvings, carpets, saddles and even tattooed human bodies - is amazingly well preserved. Barry
Cunliffe here marshals this vast array of evidence - both archaeological and textual - in a masterful
reconstruction of the lost world of the Scythians, allowing them to emerge in all their considerable vigour
and splendour for the first time in over two millennia.
Celts, Romans, Britons - Francesca Kaminski-Jones 2020-09-30
This book investigates the ways in which ideas associated with the Celtic and the Classical have been used
to construct identities (national/ethnic/regional etc.) in Britain, from the period of the Roman conquest to
the present day.
In Search of Ancient Ireland - Carmel McCaffrey 2003-06-11
This engaging book traces the history, archaeology, and legends of ancient Ireland from 9000 B.C., when
nomadic hunter-gatherers appeared in Ireland at the end of the last Ice Age to 1167 A.D., when a Norman
invasion brought the country under control of the English crown for the first time. So much of what people
today accept as ancient Irish history—Celtic invaders from Euproe turning Ireland into a Celtic nation; St.
Patrick driving the snakes from Ireland and converting its people to Christianity—is myth and legend with
little basis in reality. The truth is more interesting. The Irish, as the authors show, are not even Celtic in an
archaeological sense. And there were plenty of bishops in Ireland before a British missionary called Patrick
arrived. But In Search of Ancient Ireland is not simply the story of events from long ago. Across Ireland
today are festivals, places, and folk customs that provide a tangible link to events thousands of years past.
The authors visit and describe many of these places and festivals, talking to a wide variety of historians,
scholars, poets, and storytellers in the very settings where history happened. Thus the book is also a
journey on the ground to uncover ten thousand years of Irish identity. In Search of Ancient Ireland is the
official companion to the three-part PBS documentary series. With 14 black-and-white photos, 6 b&w
illustrations, and 1 map.
The Celts: A Very Short Introduction - Barry Cunliffe 2003-06-26
Savage and bloodthirsty, or civilized and peaceable? The Celts have long been a subject of enormous
fascination, speculation, and misunderstanding. Barry Cunliffe seeks to reveal this fascinating people for
the first time, exploring subjects such as trade, migration, and the evolution of Celtic traditions, and
examining such colourful characters as St Patrick, Cú Chulainn, and Boudica.
Britain Begins - Barry Cunliffe 2013
The story of the origins of the British and the Irish peoples, from the end of the last Ice Age around
10,000BC to the eve of the Norman Conquest - who they were, where they came from, and how they related
to one another.
By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean - Barry W. Cunliffe 2015
The story of the peoples of Eurasia, from the birth of farming to the expansion of the Mongols in the
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thirteenth century. An immense historical panorama set on a huge continental stage, this is also the story of
how humans first started building the global system we know today.
The Ancient Celts, Second Edition - Barry Cunliffe 2018-04-14
Fierce warriors and skilled craftsmen, the Celts were famous throughout the Ancient Mediterranean World.
They were the archetypal barbarians from the north and were feared by both Greeks and Romans. For two
and a half thousand years they have continued to fascinate those who have come into contact with them,
yet their origins have remained a mystery and even today are the subject of heated debate among
historians and archaeologists. Barry Cunliffe's classic study of the ancient Celtic world was first published
in 1997. Since then huge advances have taken place in our knowledge: new finds, new ways of using DNA
records to understand Celtic origins, new ideas about the proto-urban nature of early chieftains'
strongholds, All these developments are part of this fully updated , and completely redesigned edition.
Cunliffe explores the archaeological reality of these bold warriors and skilled craftsmen of barbarian
Europe who inspired fear in both the Greeks and the Romans. He investigates the texts of the classical
writers and contrasts their view of the Celts with current archaeological findings. Tracing the emergence of
chiefdoms and the fifth- to third-century migrations as far as Bosnia and the Czech Republic, he assesses
the disparity between the traditional story and the most recent historical and archaeological evidence on
the Celts. Other aspects of Celtic identity such as the cultural diversity of the tribes, their social and
religious systems, art, language and law, are also examined. From the picture that emerges, we are —
crucially — able to distinguish between the original Celts, and those tribes which were 'Celtized', giving us
an invaluable insight into the true identity of this ancient people.
Exploring Celtic Origins - Barry Cunliffe 2021-03-15
This important collection seeks ways forward at the moment in history when the genome-wide sequencing
of ancient DNA has suddenly changed everything in the study of later European prehistory.
A Brief History of the Celts - Peter Ellis 2013-02-07
For centuries the Celts held sway in Europe. Even after their conquest by the Romans, their culture
remained vigorous, ensuring that much of it endured to feed an endless fascination with Celtic history and
myths, artwork and treasures. A foremost authority on the Celtic peoples and their culture, Peter
Berresford Ellis presents an invigoration overview of their world. With his gift for making the scholarly
accessible, he discusses the Celts' mysterious origins and early history and investigates their rich and
complex society. His use of recently uncovered firnds brings fascinating insights into Celtic kings and
chieftains, architecture and arts, medicine and religions, myths and legends, making this esesntial reading
for any search for Europe's ancient past.
The Celts - Alice Roberts 2015-10-05
'Informed, impeccably researched and written' Neil Oliver The Celts are one of the world's most mysterious
ancient people. In this compelling account, Alice Roberts takes us on a journey across Europe, uncovering
the truth about this engimatic tribe: their origins, their treasure and their enduring legacy today. What
emerges is not a wild people, but a highly sophisticated tribal culture that influenced the ancient world and even Rome. It is the story of a multicultural civilization, linked by a common language. It is the story of
how ideas travelled in prehistory, how technology and art spread across the continent. It is the story of a
five-hundred year fight between two civilizations that came to define the world we live in today. It is the
story of a culture that changed Europe forever. 'Roberts's lightness of touch is joyous, and celebratory'
Observer 'Clear-spoken and enthusiastic' Telegraph
The Celtic Heroic Age - John T. Koch 1995
A new edition of an invaluable collection of literary sources, all in translation, for Celtic Europe and early
Ireland and Wales. The selections are divided into three sections: the first is classical authors on the
ancient celts-a huge selection including both the well-known-Herodotos, Plato, Aristotle, Livy, Diogenes
Laertius, and Cicero-and the obscure-Pseudo-Scymnus, Lampridius, Vopsicus, Clement of Alexandria and
Ptolemy I. The second is early Irish and Hiberno-Latin sources including early Irish dynastic poetry and
numerous tales from the Ulster cycle and the third consists of Brittonic sources, mostly Welsh.
The Celts - Gerhard Herm 2002-12
The story of North European cultural ancestors.
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The Magic Arts in Celtic Britain - Lewis Spence 1999-01-01
Fascinating, painstakingly researched study of occult beliefs and practices in Celtic Britain, with intriguing
discussions of the origins of the Druids, Arthurian cults, the mystery of the Holy Grail, Celtic spells and
charms, black magic, the Celtic spirit world — with its populations of banshees, leprechauns, brownies and
a host of lesser phantoms — and many other topics. A compelling, erudite study that will appeal to
anthropologists, folklorists, and anyone interested in the customs and spiritual life of Britain's ancient
Celts.
The Origins of the Irish - J. P. Mallory 2013-04-01
An essential new history of ancient Ireland and the Irish, written as an engrossing detective story About
eighty million people today can trace their descent back to the occupants of Ireland. But where did the
occupants of the island themselves come from and what do we even mean by “Irish” in the first place? This
is the first major attempt to deal with the core issues of how the Irish came into being. J. P. Mallory
emphasizes that the Irish did not have a single origin, but are a product of multiple influences that can only
be tracked by employing the disciplines of archaeology, genetics, geology, linguistics, and mythology.
Beginning with the collision that fused the two halves of Ireland together, the book traces Ireland’s long
journey through space and time to become an island. The origins of its first farmers and their monumental
impact on the island is followed by an exploration of how metallurgists in copper, bronze, and iron brought
Ireland into increasingly wider orbits of European culture. Assessments of traditional explanations of Irish
origins are combined with the very latest genetic research into the biological origins of the Irish.
Europe Between the Oceans - Barry Cunliffe 2011
By the fifteenth century Europe was a driving world force, but the origins of its success have until now
remained obscured in prehistory. In this book, distinguished archaeologist Barry Cunliffe views Europe not
in terms of states and shifting political land boundaries but as a geographical niche particularly favored in
facing many seas. These seas, and Europe's great transpeninsular rivers, ensured a rich diversity of natural
resources while also encouraging the dynamic interaction of peoples across networks of communication
and exchange. The development of these early Europeans is rooted in complex interplays, shifting balances,
and geographic and demographic fluidity.
Curse of the Celts (The Once and Future Queen, Book 2) - Clara O’Connor 2021-03-18
An absolute must-read for fans of Shadow and Bone...
Blood of the Celts: The New Ancestral Story - Jean Manco 2015-10-06
From prehistory to the present day, an unrivaled look deep into the contentious origins of the Celts Blood of
the Celts brings together genetic, archaeological, and linguistic evidence to address the often-debated
question: who were the Celts? What peoples or cultural identities should that term describe? And did they
in fact inhabit the British Isles before the Romans arrived? Author Jean Manco challenges existing accounts
of the origins of the Celts, providing a new analysis that draws on the latest discoveries as well as ancient
history. In a novel approach, the book opens with a discussion of early medieval Irish and British texts,
allowing the Celts to speak in their own words and voices. It then traces their story back in time into
prehistory to their deepest origins and their ancestors, before bringing the narrative forward to the present
day. Each chapter also has a useful summary in bullet points to aid the reader and highlight the key facts in
the story.
The Celts - Peter Berresford Ellis 2004
Traces the colorful early history and culture of the Celtic peoples, celebrating their accomplishments in the
fields of agriculture, engineering, metalwork, jewelry, stone carvings, glassware, philosophy, medicine, and
more. Original.
The Ancient Paths - Graham Robb 2013-10-10
Graham Robb's The Ancient Paths will change the way you see European civilization. Inspired by a chance
discovery, Robb became fascinated with the world of the Celts: their gods, their art, and, most of all, their
sophisticated knowledge of science. His investigations gradually revealed something extraordinary: a lost
map, of an empire constructed with precision and beauty across vast tracts of Europe. The map had been
forgotten for almost two millennia and its implications were astonishing. Minutely researched and rich in
revelations, The Ancient Paths brings to life centuries of our distant history and reinterprets pre-Roman
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Europe. Told with all of Robb's grace and verve, it is a dazzling, unforgettable book.
The Celtic World - Miranda J. Green 1996
The Celtic World is a detailed and comprehensive study of the Celts from the first evidence of them in the
archaeological and historical record to the early post-Roman period. The strength of this volume lies in its
breadth - it looks at archaeology, language, literature, towns, warfare, rural life, art, religion and myth,
trade and industry, political organisations, society and technology. The Celtic World draws together
material from all over pagan Celtic Europe and includes contributions from British, European and American
scholars. Much of the material is new research which is previously unpublished. The book addresses some
important issues - Who were the ancient Celts? Can we speak of them as the first Europeans? In what form
does the Celtic identity exist today and how does this relate to the ancient Celts? For anyone interested in
the Celts, and for students and academics alike, The Celtic World will be a valuable resource and a
fascinating read.
Tartessian - John T. Koch 2013
Beyond the Aegean, some of the earliest written records of Europe come from the south-west, what is now
southern Portugal and south-west Spain. Herodotus, the 'Father of History', locates the Keltoi or 'Celts' in
this region, as neighbours of the Kunetes of the Algarve. He calls the latter the 'westernmost people of
Europe'. However, modern scholars have been disinclined - until recently - to consider the possibility that
the south-western inscriptions and other early linguistic evidence from the kingdom of Tartessos were
Celtic. This book shows how much of this material closely resembles the attested Celtic languages:
Celtiberian (spoken in east-central Spain) and Gaulish, as well as the longer surviving langiages of Ireland,
Britain and Brittany. In many cases, the 85 Tartessian inscriptions of the period c. 750-c. 450 BC can now
be read as complete statements written in an Ancient Celtic language.
Saxons, Vikings, and Celts: The Genetic Roots of Britain and Ireland - Bryan Sykes 2007-12-17
From the best-selling author of The Seven Daughters of Eve, a perfect book for anyone interested in the
genetic history of Britain, Ireland, and America. One of the world's leading geneticists, Bryan Sykes has
helped thousands find their ancestry in the British Isles. Saxons, Vikings, and Celts, which resulted from a
systematic ten-year DNA survey of more than 10,000 volunteers, traces the true genetic makeup of the
British Isles and its descendants, taking readers from the Pontnewydd cave in North Wales to the resting
place of the Red Lady of Paviland and the tomb of King Arthur. This illuminating guide provides a muchneeded introduction to the genetic history of the people of the British Isles and their descendants
throughout the world.
Cut-throat Celts - Terry Deary 2016-08-04
Readers can discover all the foul facts about the Cut-throat Celts, including why weird Celt warriors fought
with no clothes on, how to preserve your enemy's brain and why the Celts laughed at funerals. Refreshed
with a fantastic new design for 2016, these bestselling titles are sure to be a huge hit with yet another
generation of Terry Deary fans.
The Gods of the Celts - Miranda Aldhouse Green 2011-09-30
This is a fascinating book about the Celts and their religion, which covers all aspects of the gods, ritual
customers, cult-objects and sacred places of the ancient Celtic peoples. The first chapter introduces the
Celts and the evidence they have left behind, and places them in their geographical and chronological
context. The following chapters cover the various cults of the sun and the sky, the mother-godesses and
fertility, war, death and the underworld, water gods and healers, animals and animism, and symbolism and
imagery. This is a rewarding overview of the evidence for Celtic religions, beliefs and practices which uses
modern scholarship to bring an obscure, but captivating part of European history to life. It covers 500 BC to
AD 400, and embraces the whole of the Celtic world from Ireland to Australia.
The Religion of the Ancient Celts - John Arnott MacCulloch 1911
The Celtic World - Barry W. Cunliffe 1979
An exploration of the history of the Celts, a civilization that once ranged from central Europe to northern
Scotland, that studies the multifaceted character of the people
Ancient Ireland - Laurence Flanagan 1998-10-29
the-ancient-celts-second-edition
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When the Celts first arrived in Ireland around 200 B.C., the island had already been inhabited for over 7000
years. Drawing on a wealth of archaeological evidence and the author's own mastery of the subject, Ancient
Ireland returns to those pre-Celtic roots in a bid to discover the secrets of the island's first inhabitants: Who
were they? And how did they live? Few accounts of the period are as exhaustively researched; fewer still
are as alive with historical insight and compelling detail. At once accessible and comprehensive, Ancient
Ireland is an indispensable guide to early Irish civilisation, its culture and mythology.
The World of the Celts - Simon James 1993
A lavishly illustrated survey, featuring summaries of myths and legends, diagrams of tombs and forts, and a
tourist guide, explores the rise of the Celts, their way of life, their wars and weapons, their religion, and
their craftsmanship.
The Celts: A Very Short Introduction - Barry Cunliffe 2003-06-26
Savage and bloodthirsty, or civilized and peaceable? The Celts have long been a subject of enormous
fascination, speculation, and misunderstanding. From the ancient Romans to the present day, their real
nature has been obscured by a tangled web of preconceived ideas and stereotypes. Barry Cunliffe seeks to
reveal this fascinating people for the first time, using an impressive range of evidence, and exploring
subjects such as trade, migration, and the evolution of Celtic traditions. Along the way, he exposes the way
in which society's needs have shaped our visions of the Celts, and examines such colourful characters as St
Patrick, Cú Chulainn, and Boudica. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Archaeology of Celtic Art - D.W. Harding 2007-06-11
More wide ranging, both geographically and chronologically, than any previous study, this well-illustrated
book offers a new definition of Celtic art. Tempering the much-adopted art-historical approach, D.W.
Harding argues for a broader definition of Celtic art and views it within a much wider archaeological
context. He re-asserts ancient Celtic identity after a decade of deconstruction in English-language
archaeology. Harding argues that there were communities in Iron Age Europe that were identified
historically as Celts, regarded themselves as Celtic, or who spoke Celtic languages, and that the art of these
communities may reasonably be regarded as Celtic art. This study will be indispensable for those people
wanting to take a fresh and innovative perspective on Celtic Art.
The Celts - John Collis 2003
We use the word 'Celtic' fast and loose - it evokes something mythical and romantic about our past - but
what exactly does it mean? Furthermore, why do people believe that there were Celts in Britain and what
relationship do they have to the ancient Celts?This fascinating book focuses particularly on how the Celts
were re-invented in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and how the legacy of mistaken
interpretations still affects the way we understand the ancient sources and archaeological evidence.
The Discovery of Middle Earth: Mapping the Lost World of the Celts - Graham Robb 2013-11-04
A treasure hunt that uncovers the secrets of one of the world’s great civilizations, revealing dramatic proof
of the extreme sophistication of the Celts, and their creation of the earliest accurate map of the world. Fifty
generations ago the cultural empire of the Celts stretched from the Black Sea to Ireland and the Highlands
of Scotland. In six hundred years, the Celts had produced some of the finest artistic and scientific
masterpieces of the ancient world. In 58 BC, Julius Caesar marched over the Alps, bringing slavery and
genocide to western Europe. Within eight years the Celts of what is now France were utterly annihilated,
and in another hundred years the Romans had overrun Britain. It is astonishing how little remains of this
great civilization. While planning a bicycling trip along the Heraklean Way, the ancient route from Portugal
to the Alps, Graham Robb discovered a door to that forgotten world—a beautiful and precise pattern of
towns and holy places based on astronomical and geometrical measurements: this was the threedimensional “Middle Earth” of the Celts. As coordinates and coincidences revealed themselves across the
continent, a map of the Celtic world emerged as a miraculously preserved archival document. Robb—“one
of the more unusual and appealing historians currently striding the planet” (New York Times)—here reveals
the ancient secrets of the Celts, demonstrates the lasting influence of Druid science, and recharts the
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exploration of the world and the spread of Christianity. A pioneering history grounded in a real-life
historical treasure hunt, The Discovery of Middle Earth offers nothing less than an entirely new
understanding of the birth of modern Europe.
Druids: A Very Short Introduction - Barry Cunliffe 2010-05-27
Who were the Druids? What do we know about them? Do they still exist today? The Druids first came into
focus in Western Europe - Gaul, Britain, and Ireland - in the second century BC. They are a popular subject;
they have been known and discussed for over 2,000 years and few figures flit so elusively through history.
They are enigmatic and puzzling, partly because of the lack of knowledge about them has resulted in a wide
spectrum of interpretations. Barry Cunliffe takes the reader through the evidence relating to the Druids,
trying to decide what can be said and what can't be said about them. He examines why the nature of the
druid caste changed quite dramatically over time, and how successive generations have interpreted the
phenomenon in very different ways. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
How the Celts Came to Britain - Michael A. Morse 2005
This book reveals how the Celts came to Britain in the sense of how the term 'Celtic' first became
associated with the British Isles in the eighteenth century and then gradually took on its modern popular
meaning towards the end of the nineteenth. The role of the druids and the importance of craniology in this
process is emphasised.
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The Celts - Nora Kershaw Chadwick 1986
War, Women, and Druids - Philip Freeman 2010-06-28
The author of Hannibal: Rome’s Greatest Enemy delivers a comprehensive, unbiased portrait of the ancient
Celts using Greek and Roman primary sources. “The ancient Celts capture the modern imagination as do
few other people of classical times. Naked barbarians charging the Roman legions, Druids performing
sacrifices of unspeakable horror, women fighting beside their men and even leading armies—these, along
with stunning works of art, are the images most of us call to mind when we think of the Celts,” observes
Philip Freeman. “And for the most part, these images are firmly based in the descriptions handed down to
us by the Greek and Roman writers.” This book draws on the firsthand observations and early accounts of
classical writers to piece together a detailed portrait of the ancient Celtic peoples of Europe and the British
Isles. Philip Freeman groups the selections (ranging from short statements to longer treatises) by
themes—war, feasting, poetry, religion, women, and the Western Isles. He also presents inscriptions
written by the ancient Celts themselves. This wealth of material, introduced and translated by Freeman to
be especially accessible to students and general readers, makes this book essential reading for everyone
fascinated by the ancient Celts. “I know of no other work that pulls this sort of material together and
groups it by such helpful categories (war, feasting, poetry, religion, women, etc.). I will certainly value it in
my library and . . . as recommended reading for several of my courses. It will be a nice companion to
Freeman's Ireland and the Classical World.” —Patrick K. Ford, Professor and Chair of Celtic Languages and
Literatures, Harvard University
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