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The Development of Latin Clause Structure - Lieven Jozef Maria
Danckaert 2017
This book examines Latin word order, and in particular the relative
ordering of i) lexical verbs and direct objects (OV vs VO) and ii)
auxiliaries and non-finite verbs (VAux vs AuxV). In Latin these elements
can freely be ordered with respect to each other, whereas the presentday Romance languages only allow for the head-initial orders VO and
AuxV. Lieven Danckaert offers a detailed, corpus-based description of
these two word order alternations, focusing on their diachronic
development in the period from c. 200 BC until 600 AD. The corpus data
reveal that some received wisdom needs to be reconsidered: there is in
fact no evidence for any major increase in productivity of the order VO
during the eight centuries under investigation, and the order AuxV only
becomes more frequent in clauses with a modal verb and an infinitive,
not in clauses with a BE-auxiliary and a past participle. The book also
explores a more fundamental question about Latin syntax, namely
whether or not the language is configurational, in the sense that a phrase
structure grammar (with 'higher-order constituents' such as verb
phrases) is needed to describe and analyse Latin word order patterns.
Four pieces of evidence are presented that suggest that Latin is indeed a
fully configurational language, despite its high degree of word order
flexibility. Specifically, it is shown that there is ample evidence for the
existence of a verb phrase constituent. The book thus contributes to the
ongoing debate regarding the status of configurationality as a language
universal.
Latin - Renato Oniga 2014
This textbook provides a detailed introduction to the study of Latin from
the perspective of contemporary linguistics. It adopts some basic tenets
of generative grammar in an in-depth analysis of the main phonological,
morphological, and syntactic properties of Latin, and offers a step-bystep guide to the universal principles and specific parameters which
shape the language, along with comparative data from English and other
languages. Latin: A Linguistic Introduction is a user-friendly and
essential guide to the synchronic study of Latin as a natural language.
The clarity of exposition and the richness of the examples cited provide a
new approach to Latin as a topic of linguistic research: although the
general structure of the book is like that of a traditional Latin grammar,
the discussion of grammatical rules is both more straightforward and
more theoretically informed. This textbook is principally suitable for
students of Latin and Romance linguistics at undergraduate level and
above, but also for teachers and researchers interested in new ways of
looking at the study of Latin. It differs from many other textbooks in the
field by striking a valuable balance between the longstanding tradition of
classical philology and the innovations of contemporary linguistics.
Romance Did Not Begin in Rome - Carme Huertas 2018-01-23
For many years, we have been taught that Romance languages come
from Latin. Historical grammar has described this process on the basis of
a complicated theoretical framework of successive changes that caused a
deep transformation of the parent tongue, which degenerated into the
so-called Vulgar Latin. However, as shown in recent research, on a
morphosyntactic structure level, linguistic change is a very slow process.
Some of the internal changes of a language do not occur over centuries
but rather could be traced back over millenia. Why does historical
grammar attribute to external influences the evolutionary process from
Classical to Vulgar Latin and disregard the fact that it could be caused by
the substrate language or languages? Some features of those languages
would have survived the Romanization and point to an older common
ancestor, an agglutinative and compositional language shared by the
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various Mediterranean peoples and from which the so-called Romance
languages would stem. This work presents some new research
hypotheses, which show that Romance languages share a high
percentage of phonetic, lexical, morphosyntactic and semantic
characteristics, showing a close kinship to a linguistic typology that
relates them to each other but distances them from Latin. It is focused on
Spanish although some examples are included in different Romances,
such as the Romanian language which retains some aspects that help us
to get closer to this common parent tongue. How can it be that the
Romanian language has survived isolated so many tough, non-Romance
invasions? The structural, lexical, phonetic and conceptual similarities
between Romanian and the rest of Western Romance languages -distant
languages whose people have not been in direct contact for at least two
thousand years- suggests an earlier common language which must be
much older than Latin. Therefore, the characteristics of the Romance
languages might have evolved directly from this common, previous
language, without having to justify this development through Latin. The
relationship between Romance languages and Latin would then be of
kinship and not filiation. The evidence is increasingly conclusive:
Romance languages do not originate in Latin. Foreword by Cristina
Brescan.
The Cambridge Handbook of Romance Linguistics - Adam Ledgeway
2022-06-30
The Romance languages and dialects constitute a treasure trove of
linguistic data of profound interest and significance. Data from the
Romance languages have contributed extensively to our current
empirical and theoretical understanding of phonetics, phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, sociolinguistics, and
historical linguistics. Written by a team of world-renowned scholars, this
Handbook explores what we can learn about linguistics from the study of
Romance languages, and how the body of comparative and historical
data taken from them can be applied to linguistic study. It also offers
insights into the diatopic and diachronic variation exhibited by the
Romance family of languages, of a kind unparalleled for any other
Western languages. By asking what Romance languages can do for
linguistics, this Handbook is essential reading for all linguists interested
in the insights that a knowledge of the Romance evidence can provide for
general issues in linguistic theory.
Grammaticalization from a Typological Perspective - Heiko Narrog
2018-10-18
This volume explores the way in which grammaticalization processes whereby lexical words eventually become markers of grammatical
categories - converge and differ across various types of language. While
grammaticalization at its core is a unidirectional phenomenon, in which
the same pathways of change are replicated across languages, certain
language types and language areas have distinct preferences with
respect to what they grammaticalize and how. Previous work has
principally addressed this question with specific reference to languages
of Southeast and East Asia that do not seem to grammaticalize
paradigms of categories in the same manner as Indo-European
languages, or form extensive grammaticalization chains. This volume
takes a broader approach and proceeds systematically area by area:
specialists in the field address the processes of grammaticalization in
languages of Africa, Europe, Asia and the Pacific, and the Americas, and
in creole languages. The studies reveal a number of unique pathways of
grammaticalization in each language area, as well as identifying the
universal shared features of the phenomenon.
Gender from Latin to Romance - Michele Loporcaro 2018
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This book explores grammatical gender in the Romance languages and
dialects and its evolution from Latin. Michele Loporcaro investigates the
significant diversity found in the Romance varieties in this regard; he
draws on data from the Middle Ages to the present from all the Romance
languages and dialects, discussing examples from Romanian to
Portuguese and crucially also focusing on less widely-studied varieties
such as Sursilvan, Neapolitan, and Asturian. The investigation first
reveals that several varieties display more complex systems than the
binary masculine/feminine contrast familiar from modern French or
Italian. Moreover, it emerges that traditional accounts, whereby neuter
gender was lost in the spoken Latin of the late Empire, cannot be
correct: instead, the neuter gender underwent a range of different
transformations from Late Latin onwards, which are responsible for the
different systems that can be observed today across the Romance
languages. The volume provides a detailed description of many of these
systems, which in turns reveals a wealth of fascinating data, such as
varieties where 'husbands' are feminine and others where 'wives' are
masculine; dialects in which nouns overtly mark gender, but only in
certain syntactic contexts; and one Romance variety (Asturian) in which
it appears that grammatical gender has split into two concurrent
systems. The volume will appeal to linguists from a range of
backgrounds, including Romance linguistics, historical linguistics,
typology, and morphosyntax, and is also of relevance to those working in
sociology, gender studies, and psychology.
Historical Linguistics 2017 - Bridget Drinka 2020-07-15
The collected articles in this volume address an array of cutting-edge
issues in the field of historical linguistics, including new theoretical
approaches and innovative methodologies for studying language through
a diachronic lens. The articles focus on the following themes: I. Case &
Argument Structure, II. Alignment & Diathesis, III. Patterns, Paradigms,
& Restructuring, IV. Grammaticalization & Construction Grammar, V.
Corpus Linguistics & Morphosyntax, VI. Languages in Contact. Papers
reflect a wide range of perspectives, and focus on issues and data from
an array of languages and language families, from new analyses of case
and argument structure in Ancient Greek to phonological evidence for
language contact in Vietnamese, from patterns of convergence in NeoAramaic to the development of the ergative in Basque. The volume
contributes substantially to the debate surrounding core issues of
language change: the role of the individual speaker, the nature of paths
of grammaticalization, the role of contact, the interface of diachrony and
synchrony, and many other issues. It should be useful to any reader
hoping to gain insight into the nature of language change.
Social Variation and the Latin Language - J. N. Adams 2013-05-23
Languages show variations according to the social class of speakers and
Latin was no exception, as readers of Petronius are aware. The Romance
languages have traditionally been regarded as developing out of a
'language of the common people' (Vulgar Latin), but studies of modern
languages demonstrate that linguistic change does not merely come, in
the social sense, 'from below'. There is change from above, as prestige
usages work their way down the social scale, and change may also occur
across the social classes. This book is a history of many of the
developments undergone by the Latin language as it changed into
Romance, demonstrating the varying social levels at which change was
initiated. About thirty topics are dealt with, many of them more
systematically than ever before. Discussions often start in the early
Republic with Plautus, and the book is as much about the literary
language as about informal varieties.
Romance Languages and Linguistic Theory 2013 - Enoch O. Aboh
2015-12-15
The Going Romance conferences are a major European annual discussion
forum for theoretically relevant research on Romance languages. This
volume assembles a selection of the papers that were presented at the
27th edition of Going Romance, which was organized by the University of
Amsterdam in November 2013. The papers present the theoretical
analysis of subjects that cover three main themes of interest within
current Romance linguistics: word order, the verb, and the DP. The
range of languages discussed is broad, and includes not only standard
continental but also non-continental Romance languages, and not only
standard languages, but also dialectal variation. Furthermore Romance
is analyzed not only from a synchronic perspective (including
acquisition), but also from a diachronic point of view.
The Oxford History of Romanian Morphology - Martin Maiden
2021-03-23
This book offers the first comprehensive account of the development of
the Romanian morphological system. Romanian is one of the most
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morphologically complex Romance languages, but has remained
relatively understudied compared with better-known languages such as
French and Spanish. Following an introduction that provides an outline
of the history of Romanian, its writing system and major typological
characteristics, and the major patterns of allomorphy, chapters in this
volume explore a range of fascinatingly complex aspects of Romanian
grammar whose structure and history have to date been largely
inaccessible to the English-speaking world. Among the most distinctive
morphological characteristics of Romanian discussed by the authors are
its inflexional case system; the highly unpredictable formation of the
plural; the existence of a non-finite verb form that appears to be the
continuation of the Latin supine; the near-absence of distinctive
subjunctive morphology; and the complex patterns of allomorphy brought
about by successive sound change. The frequently controversial origins
of many of these developments have important implications for broader
historical Romance linguistics and indeed for morphological theory more
generally.
The Oxford Guide to the Romance Languages - Adam Ledgeway
2016
Series statement "Oxford linguistics" from jacket.
The Diachrony of Differential Object Marking in Romanian Virginia Hill 2021
This book provides a comprehensive investigation of the origins,
development, and stabilization of differential object marking (DOM) in
Romanian. DOM, a means by which a grammar distinguishes between
objects based on semantic features such as animacy or definiteness, has
been a fruitful area of research in syntax, historical linguistics, and
typology. In this volume, Virginia Hill and Alexandru Mardale
demonstrate that Romanian DOM reflects a typological mix of Balkan
and Romance patterns, and is in fact composed of three distinct
mechanisms. Their analysis of these mechanisms reveals that DOM
triggers in Romanian are located in the nominal domain, in contrast to
languages such as Spanish, where they are located in the verbal domain.
The cross-linguistic perspective adopted in the volume sheds light on
existing typologies of DOM, particularly in relation to the variation
observed in the merging location of the DOM particle and of the doubling
pronominal clitic.
Manual of Grammatical Interfaces in Romance - Susann Fischer
2016-09-12
Different components of grammar interact in non-trivial ways. It has
been under debate what the actual range of interaction is and how we
can most appropriately represent this in grammatical theory. The volume
provides a general overview of various topics in the linguistics of
Romance languages by examining them through the interaction of
grammatical components and functions as a state-of-the-art report, but at
the same time as a manual of Romance languages.
Manual of Romance Morphosyntax and Syntax - Andreas Dufter
2017-09-25
This volume offers theoretically informed surveys of topics that have
figured prominently in morphosyntactic and syntactic research into
Romance languages and dialects. We define syntax as being the
linguistic component that assembles linguistic units, such as roots or
functional morphemes, into grammatical sentences, and morphosyntax
as being an umbrella term for all morphological relations between these
linguistic units, which either trigger morphological marking (e.g. explicit
case morphemes) or are related to ordering issues (e.g. subjects precede
finite verbs whenever there is number agreement between them). All 24
chapters adopt a comparative perspective on these two fields of
research, highlighting cross-linguistic grammatical similarities and
differences within the Romance language family. In addition, many
chapters address issues related to variation observable within individual
Romance languages, and grammatical change from Latin to Romance.
Adjective Adverb Interfaces in Romance - Martin Hummel 2017-12-21
Within the current discussion on grammatical interfaces, the wordclasses of adjective and adverb are of particular interest because they
appear to be separated or joined in manifold ways at the level of wordclass or syntax, with morphology playing a prominent role, especially in
Romance. The volume provides typological and theoretical insights into
the common or different usage of adjectives and adverbs in Romance.
Diachronic change is discussed alongside with synchronic variation and
the representation in grammar. The discussion turns out to be
controversial, calling into question traditional assumptions such as the
dogma of the invariability and the categorial status of the adverb.
Periphrasis and Inflexion in Diachrony - Adam Ledgeway 2022
This volume brings together contributions from leading specialists in
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syntax and morphology to explore the complex relation between
periphrasis and inflexion from both a synchronic and diachronic
perspective. The chapters draw on data from across the Romance
language family, including standard and regional varieties and dialects.
The relation between periphrasis and inflexion raises questions for both
syntax and morphology, and understanding the phenomena involved
requires cooperation across these sub-domains. For example, the
components that express many periphrases can be interrupted by other
words in a way that is common in syntax but not in morphology, and in
some contexts, a periphrastic form may be semantically equivalent to a
single-word inflected form, with which it arguably forms part of a
paradigmatic set. Patterns of this kind are found across Romance, albeit
with significant local differences. Moreover, diachrony is essential in
understanding these phenomena, and the rich historical documentation
available for Romance allows an in-depth exploration of the changes and
variation involved, as different members of the family may instantiate
different stages of development. Studying these changes also raises
important questions about the relation between attested and
reconstructed patterns. Although the empirical focus of the volume is on
the Romance languages, the analyses and conclusions presented shed
light on the development and nature of similar structures in other
language families and provide valuable insights relevant to linguistic
theory more broadly.
The Role of Semantic, Pragmatic, and Discourse Factors in the
Development of Case - J?hanna Bar?dal 2009
This volume focuses on non-syntactic factors in the development of case
by illustrating the integral role of pragmatics, semantics, and discourse
structure in the historical development of morphologically marked case
systems. Examined fifteen typologically diverse languages from four
different language families: (i) Indo-European: Vedic Sanskrit, Russian,
Greek, Latin, Latvian, Gothic, French, German, Icelandic, and Faroese;
(ii) Tibeto-Burman, especially the Bodic languages and Meithei; (iii)
Japanese; and (iv) the Pama-Nyungan mixed language Gurindji Kriol.
The Syntax of Old Romanian - Gabriela Pană Dindelegan 2016-03-03
This book provides the first comprehensive overview of the syntax of old
Romanian written in English and targeted at a non-Romanian readership.
It draws on an extensive new corpus analysis of the period between the
beginning of the sixteenth century, the date of the earliest attested
Romanian texts, and the end of the eighteenth century, generally
considered to mark the start of the modernization of Romanian. Gabriela
Pană Dindelegan and her co-authors adopt both a synchronic and
diachronic approach by providing a detailed corpus analysis in a given
period, while also comparing old and modern Romanian. They examine
the evolution of a variety of syntactic phenomena, including the
elimination or diminishing of certain facts or generalization of others, the
total or partial grammaticalization of phenomena, competition between
structures, and cases of syntactic variation. The book takes a typological
and comparative perspective, focusing on those phenomena that are
considered specific to Romanian (either on the Romance or in the Balkan
area), and adopts a modern framework while still remaining accessible to
readers from any background.
Syllable and Segment in Latin - Ranjan Sen 2015-03-05
Syllable and Segment in Latin offers new and detailed analyses of five
long-standing problems in Latin historical phonology. In so doing, it
clarifies the relative roles of synchronic phonological structure and
phonetics in guiding sound change. While the phenomena can
predominantly be explained by a reductionist view of diachronic
phonology, claiming that demands of speech production and perception
alone motivate and constrain historical development, the author shows
that synchronic structure played the pivotal role of governing significant
(but not immediately apparent) categorical and gradient surface
variants, and that some phonetically explicable developments were in
fact initiated and constrained by structural analogy. Ranjan Sen
considers examines clear and dark /l/; inverse compensatory lengthening;
syllabification before stop + liquid in vowel reduction; vocalic epenthesis
in stop + /l/; and consonantal assimilations. He ascertains the
phonological conditions for each phenomenon, reconstructs the
motivations for the changes, and develops a methodology for the
appropriate use of evidence from non-current languages to evaluate
theories of diachronic phonology. He evaluates the likely phonetic and
phonological influences by investigating studies across languages,
establishing a secure evidence base through detailed philological
examination, and reconstructing the phonetics - through both general
principles and pertinent experimental studies - and the relevant
phonological structure of the language. The book will appeal to graduate
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students and researchers in historical linguistics, phonology, Classical
philology, and Indo-European linguistics.
Discourse and Pragmatic Markers from Latin to the Romance
Languages - Chiara Ghezzi 2014
This text examines the historical development of discourse and
pragmatic markers across the Romance languages. Based on extensive
data from several languages, distinguished scholars examine issues
relevant to grammaticalization, pragmaticalization, and the interface
between grammar and discourse.
Historical Linguistics 2015 - Michela Cennamo 2019-09-15
The collection of articles presented in this volume addresses a number of
general theoretical, methodological and empirical issues in the field of
Historical Linguistics, in different levels of analysis and on different
themes: (i) phonology, (ii) morphology, (iii) morphosyntax, (iv) syntax, (v)
diachronic typology, (vi) semantics and pragmatics, and (vii) language
contact, variation and diffusion. The topics discussed, often in a
comparative perspective, feature a variety of languages and language
families and cover a wide range of research areas. Novel analyses and
often new diachronic data — also from less known and underinvestigated languages — are provided to the debate on the principles,
mechanisms, paths and models of language change, as well as the
relationship between synchronic variation and diachrony. The volume is
of interest to scholars of different persuasions working on all aspects of
language change.
The World's Major Languages - Bernard Comrie 2018-04-17
The World's Major Languages features over 50 of the world's languages
and language families. This revised edition includes updated
bibliographies for each chapter and up-to-date census figures. The
featured languages have been chosen based on the number of speakers,
their role as official languages and their cultural and historical
importance. Each language is looked at in depth, and the chapters
provide information on both grammatical features and on salient features
of the language's history and cultural role. The World’s Major Languages
is an accessible and essential reference work for linguists.
Syntactic Change in French - Sam Wolfe 2022-01-22
This book provides the most comprehensive and detailed formal account
to date of the evolution of French syntax. It makes use of the latest
formal syntactic tools and combines careful textual analysis with a
detailed synthesis of the research literature to provide a novel analysis of
the major syntactic developments in the history of French. The empirical
scope of the volume is exceptionally broad, and includes discussion of
syntactic variation and change in Latin, Old, Middle, Renaissance, and
Classical French, and standard and non-standard varieties of Modern
French. Following an introduction to the general trends in grammatical
change from Latin to French, Sam Wolfe explores a wide range of
phenomena including the left periphery, subject positions and null
subjects, verb movement, object placement, negation, and the makeup of
the nominal expression. The book concludes with a comparative analysis
of how French has come to develop the unique typological profile it has
within Romance today. The volume will thus be an indispensable tool for
researchers and students in French and comparative Romance
linguistics, as well as for readers interested in grammatical theory and
historical linguistics more broadly.
The Cambridge Handbook of Historical Syntax - Adam Ledgeway 2017
Change is an inherent feature of all aspects of language, and syntax is no
exception. While the synchronic study of syntax allows us to make
discoveries about the nature of syntactic structure, the study of historical
syntax offers even greater possibilities. Over recent decades, the study of
historical syntax has proven to be a powerful scientific tool of enquiry
with which to challenge and reassess hypotheses and ideas about the
nature of syntactic structure which go beyond the observed limits of the
study of the synchronic syntax of individual languages or language
families. In this timely Handbook, the editors bring together the best of
recent international scholarship on historical syntax. Each chapter is
focused on a theme rather than an individual language, allowing readers
to discover how systematic descriptions of historical data can profitably
inform and challenge highly diverse sets of theoretical assumptions.
Verb Second in Medieval Romance - Sam Wolfe 2018-12-06
This volume provides the first book-length study of the controversial
topic of Verb Second and related properties in a range of Medieval
Romance varieties. It presents an examination and analysis of both
qualitative and quantitative data from Old French, Occitan, Sicilian,
Venetian, Spanish, and Sardinian, in order to assess whether these were
indeed Verb Second languages. Sam Wolfe argues that V-to-C movement
is a point of continuity across all the medieval varieties - unlike in the
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modern Romance languages - but that there are rich patterns of
synchronic and diachronic variation in the medieval period that have not
previously been observed and investigated. These include differences in
the syntax-pragmatics mapping, the locus of verb movement, the
behaviour of clitic pronouns, the syntax of subject positions,
matrix/embedded asymmetries, and the null argument properties of the
languages in question. The book outlines a detailed formal cartographic
analysis of both the attested synchronic patterns and the diachronic
evolution of Romance clausal structure. The findings have widespread
implications for the understanding of both the key typological property of
Verb Second and the development of Latin into the modern Romance
languages.
Reorganising Grammatical Variation - Antje Dammel 2018-10-15
With most studies on grammatical variation concentrating on the
synchronic level, a systematic investigation of long-term grammatical
variation within the context of language change, i.e. from a
predominantly diachronic perspective, has largely remained a
desideratum. The present volume fills this research gap by bringing
together nine empirically rich bottom-up case studies on morphological
and morphosyntactic variation phenomena in standard and dialect
varieties of Indo-European languages (Germanic, Romance, Greek).
While variation has often been regarded as merely a transitory
epiphenomenal symptom of change, the findings of this volume show that
variation is a resilient feature of human language and answer the
question what makes variation time-stable. Bridging the gap between
corpus-based research on language variation and more theory-driven
typological and functional approaches, the volume is of special interest
for all researchers concerned with interface phenomena seeking to gain
a broader understanding of the mechanisms of linguistic variation and
change.
The Noun Phrase in Classical Latin Prose - Olga Spevak 2014-01-09
The Noun Phrase in Classical Latin Prose offers an account of the
semantic and syntactic properties of nouns and modifiers and their
ordering within the noun phrase.
Laws and Rules in Indo-European - Philomen Probert 2012-05-10
Leading scholars from all over the world reassess the operation of the
laws and rules in Indo-European which constrain the reconstructions and
etymologies on which knowledge of the history and prehistory of the
language family is based. The book makes an important contribution to
the history of ancient languages.
¿Por qué? 101 Questions About Spanish - Judy Hochberg 2016-10-20
¿Por qué? 101 Questions about Spanish is for anyone who wants to
understand how Spanish really works. Standard textbooks and grammars
describe the "what" of Spanish - its vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and
pronunciation - but ¿Por qué? explains the "why". Judy Hochberg draws
on linguistic principles, Hispanic culture, and language history to answer
questions such as: Why are so many Spanish verbs irregular? - Why does
Spanish have different ways to say "you"? - Why is h silent? - Why doesn't
Spanish use apostrophes? - Why does Castilian Spanish have the th
sound? Packed with information, guidance, and links to further research,
¿Por qué? is an accessible study guide that is suitable for Spanish
students, instructors, native speakers, and the general reader. It is a
valuable supplementary text for serious students of Spanish at all levels,
from beginning to advanced. ¿Por qué? also covers topics usually left to
specialized books, including the evolution of Spanish, how children and
adults learn Spanish, and the status of languages that co-exist with
Spanish, from Catalan to Spanish sign language to the indigenous
languages of Latin America.
Word Order and Parameter Change in Romanian - Alexandru Nicolae
2019-06-06
The book provides a comprehensive description and in-depth analysis of
the major word order changes that took place in the clausal and the
nominal domains in the transition from old to modern Romanian. The
data are set in a comparative Romance perspective, with attention also
paid to the impact of the Balkan Sprachbund and the influence of Old
Church Slavonic. Alexandru Nicolae's analysis is based on a qualitative
and quantitative examination of a large number of phenomena in a
representative corpus of old Romanian texts. Some of these phenomena,
such as scrambling, interpolation, discontinuous constituents, and
variation in the position and linearization of DP-internal adjectival
modifiers, are found across Romance, while others, such as the low
position for pronominal cliticization, are relatively rare. Still others are
specific to old and modern Romanian, such as the proclitic and enclitic
realization of the same pronominal clitic, the low definite article, and the
adjectival article construction. From an empirical perspective, the
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volume fills a gap in the Romance linguistics literature, as several of the
phenomena it explores have been largely neglected to date. More
broadly it offers a valuable contribution to research into word order
typology and change, the nature and content of syntactic parameters,
and the theory of grammaticalization and syntactic change.
Analyticity and Syntheticity - Armin Schwegler 1990-01-01
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to this rapidly
developing field. General problems are studied from the perspective of
individual languages, language families, language groups, or language
samples. Conclusions are the result of a deepened study of empirical
data. Special emphasis is given to little-known languages, whose analysis
may shed new light on long-standing problems in general linguistics.
Experiential Constructions in Latin - Chiara Fedriani 2014-06-12
This book offers a corpus-based synchronic and diachronic investigation
of Experiential constructions in Latin, focusing on patterns of variation
and change in argument realization and non-canonical case-marking and
providing insights in the domain of diachronic verbal syntax and
semantics.
From Latin to Romance - Adam Ledgeway 2012-05-17
This book examines grammatical changes during the transition from
Latin to the Romance languages and the factors proposed to explain
them. It challenges orthodoxy, presents new perspectives on language
change, structure, and variation, and will appeal equally to Romance
linguists, Latinists, philologists, and historical linguists of all
persuasions.
Continuity and Variation in Germanic and Romance - Sam Wolfe 2021
This volume offers a range of synchronic and diachronic case studies in
comparative Germanic and Romance morphosyntax. These two language
families, spoken by over a billion people today, have played a central role
in linguistic research, but many significant questions remain about the
relationship between them. Following an introduction that sets out the
methodological, empirical, and theoretical background to the book, the
volume is divided into three parts that deal with the morphosyntax of
subjects and the inflectional layer; inversion, discourse pragmatics, and
the left periphery; and continuity and variation beyond the clause. The
contributors adopt a diverse range of approaches, making use of the
latest digitized corpora and presenting a mixture of well-known and
under-studied data from standard and non-standard Germanic and
Romance languages. Many of the chapters challenge received wisdom
about the relationship between these two important language families.
The volume will be an indispensable resource for researchers and
students in the fields of Germanic and Romance linguistics, historical and
comparative linguistics, and morphosyntax.
Indefinites Between Latin and Romance - Chiara Gianollo 2019-01-29
This book investigates the syntactic and semantic development of a
selection of indefinite pronouns and determiners (such as aliquis 'some',
nullus 'no', and nemo 'no one') between Latin and the Romance
languages. Although these elements have undergone significant
diachronic change since the Classical Latin period, the modern Romance
languages show a remarkable degree of similarity in the way their
systems of indefinites have evolved and are structured today. In this
volume, Chiara Gianollo draws on data from Classical and Late Latin
texts, and from electronic corpora of the early stages of various Romance
languages, to propose a new account of these similarities. The focus is
primarily on Late Latin: at this stage, the grammar of indefinites already
shows a number of changes, which are homogeneously transmitted to the
daughter languages, leading to parallelism in the various emerging
Romance systems. The volume demonstrates the value of using methods
and models from synchronic theoretical linguistics for investigating
diachronic phenomena, as well as the importance of diachronic research
in understanding the nature of crosslinguistic variation and language
change.
The Romance Verb - Martin Maiden 2018-03-02
This book is the first comprehensive comparative-historical survey of
patterns of alternation in the Romance verb which appear to be
'autonomously morphological': although they can be shown to be
persistent through time, they have long ceased to be conditioned by any
phonological or functional determinant. Some of these patterns are well
known in Romance linguistics, while others have scarcely been noticed.
The sheer range of phenomena which participate in these patterns in any
case far surpasses what Romance linguists had previously realized. The
patterns constitute a kind of abstract 'leitmotiv', running through the
history of the Romance languages and conferring on them a distinctive
morphological physiognomy. Although intended primarily as a novel
contribution to comparative-historical Romance linguistics, the book
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considers in detail the status of these patterns which appear to be a
matter of 'morphology by itself', unsupported by determining factors
external to the morphological system. Particular attention is paid to the
problem of their persistence, self-replication, and reinforcement over
time. Why do abstract morphological patterns that quite literally 'do not
make sense' display such diachronic robustness? The evidence suggests
that speakers, faced with different ways of expressing semantically
identical material, seek out distributional templates into which those
differences can be deployed. In Romance the only available templates
happen to be 'morphomic', morphologically accidental, effects of old
sound changes or defunct functional conditionings. Those patterns are
accordingly exploited, and indeed reinforced, by being made maximally
predictable.
Adjectives in Germanic and Romance - Petra Sleeman 2014-02-15
Although the Germanic and Romance languages are two branches of the
same language family and although both have developed the adjective as
a separate syntactic and morphological category, the syntax,
morphology, and interpretation of adjectives is by no means the same in
these two language groups, and there is even variation within each of the
language groups. One of the main aims of this volume is to map the
differences and similarities in syntactic behavior, morphology, and
meaning of the Germanic and Romance adjective and to find an answer
to the following question: Are the (dis)similarities the result of
autonomous developments in each of the two branches of the IndoEuropean language family, or are they caused by language contact?
Word Order Change - Ana Maria Martins 2018
This volume explores word order change within the framework of

from-latin-to-romance-morphosyntactic-typology-and-change-oxford-studies-in-diachronic-and-historical-linguistics

diachronic generative syntax and offers new insights into word order,
syntactic movement, and related phenomena. It draws on data from a
wide range of languages including Sanskrit, Tocharian, Portuguese,
Irish, Hungarian and Coptic Egyptian.
Grammaticalization Scenarios from Europe and Asia - Walter Bisang
2020-09-21
This volume intends to fill the gap in the grammaticalization studies
setting as its goal the systematic description of grammaticalization
processes in genealogically and structurally diverse languages. To
address the problem of the limitations of the secondary sources for
grammaticalization studies, the editors rely on sketches of
grammaticalization phenomena from experts in individual languages
guided by a typological questionnaire.
Space in Diachrony - Silvia Luraghi 2017-08-14
Space is a fundamental dimension of human life and is pervasive in
human experience. Research on space has highlighted the possible
asymmetrical nature of spatial relations. Differences in the encoding of
goals and sources of motion are a case in point, and cross-linguistic
coding tendencies show that path is less frequently flagged by a
dedicated case than goal, source/origin, and (static) location (locative).
Interestingly, such asymmetries may correlate with certain types of
landmark, as in the case of toponyms or of animate entities. Even though
these issues have been focused upon both in typological and
psycholinguistic research, they remain largely open. The papers in this
collection aim to show that a diachronic approach may shed light on the
way in which asymmetries in the space domain come about over time,
thus contributing to the clarification of synchronically puzzling facts.
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