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Dear Nobody - Gillian McCain 2014-04-01
A real teen's diary so raw and edgy it will not be
forgotten. They say that high school is supposed
to be the best time of your life. But what if that's
just not true? More than anything, Mary Rose
wants to fit in. To be loved. And she'll do
whatever it takes to make that happen. Even if it
costs her her life. Told through the raw and
unflinching diary entries of a real teen, Mary
Rose struggles with addiction, bullying, and a
deadly secret. Her compelling story will inspire
you—and remind you that you're not alone.
"Mary Rose's diary is a heart-wrenching tale of a
young girl trying to figure everything
out."—VOYA "The writing style has a beautiful
lyricism... Readers will appreciate this
unflinchingly honest work."—School Library
Journal
The Smoking Diaries Volume 2 - Simon Gray
2013-01-23
As a baby, Simon Gray discovered that he could
move his pram while still nestling inside it. 'It
was a complete mystery to the adult
intelligences, how had he done it, if it was he
who had done it, but if not he, who then and
why? So the next afternoon they (Mummy and
Nanny) planted the pram in the usual spot, and
stood over it, watching - the baby lay there
smiling or snivelling up at them, until it struck
them that they should try observing the baby
when unobserved by the baby, and they
withdrew behind bushes and trees etc.; and thus
witnessed the swaying of the pram, then the
juddering of the pram, then its slow, unsteady
progress along the path, the movement
accompanied by a low humming and keening
sound from within that reminded them more of a

dog than a human ... "jouncing" was the word
they used for it. I was a jouncer therefore.' In the
second book of his chronicles of triumph and
disaster which started with The Smoking
Diaries, Gray intertwined scenes from his adult
and his childish self to produce a brilliant and
moving counterpoint of life's unsteady progress.
The Smoking Diaries Volume 1 - Simon Gray
2013-01-23
When he turned sixty-five, the playwright Simon
Gray began to keep a diary: not a careful honing
of the day's events with a view to posterity but
an account of his thoughts as he had them,
honestly, turbulently, digressively expressed.
The Smoking Diaries was the result, in which
one of Britain's most beloved and original
writers reflected on a life filled with cigarettes
(continuing), alcohol (stopped), several triumphs
and many more disasters, shame, adultery,
friendship and love. Few diarists have been as
frank about themselves, and even fewer as
entertaining.
Don't Stop Smoking Until You've Read This Book
- Harry Alder 2002
A scientific programme for would-be nonsmokers, this book helps the reader to identify
and change his or her personal smoking-related
habits. Designed to be read through before the
reader tackles his or her own smoking, it reveals
the truth about physical addiction and the facts
about patches, gums and other withdrawal
products and why they don't work. The authors
share the latest groundbreaking reserach on the
most effective withdrawal methods and the
psychology of smoking.
The Early Diaries - Simon Gray 2010
‘There are few things more enjoyable than
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reading the diaries of Simon Gray.’ Craig Brown,
Mail on Sunday Simon Gray’s witty, painful, and
acutely observed Early Diaries chronicle the
highs and lows of bringing two of his plays to the
stage. An Unnatural Pursuit records the London
production of The Common Pursuit, from the
nail-biting process of finding a producer through
rehearsals to the first-night post-mortem. An
enthralling insight into the world of Simon Gray,
his working relationship with Harold
Pinter—who directed many of his plays—and into
the fascinating business of putting on a play. "A
remarkable account of a remarkable
experience." Harold PinterHow's That for Telling
'em, Fat Lady? describes Gray's experiences
staging The Common Pursuit and Dog Days in
Los Angeles and New York. ‘Not only the
funniest book ever written about the American
theatre, but a biliously accurate memoir of the
inescapable beastliness of modern life. It
splutters with instantly comic characters… and
richest of all these is the self-portrait of the
author, whose bellicose melancholy and fortitude
is so ripe and raw. For those who dread greasepaint anecdotalism, don't be put off. It's a terrific
comic adventure, terrifically told with exquisite
ill-temper.’ John Osborne, Spectator
The Richard Burton Diaries - Richard Burton
2012-10-15
Irresistibly magnetic on stage, mesmerizing in
movies, seven times an Academy Award
nominee, Richard Burton rose from humble
beginnings in Wales to become Hollywood's
most highly paid actor and one of England's
most admired Shakespearean performers. His
epic romance with Elizabeth Taylor, his
legendary drinking and story-telling, his dazzling
purchases (enormous diamonds, a jet, homes on
several continents), and his enormous talent
kept him constantly in the public eye. Yet the
man behind the celebrity facade carried a
surprising burden of insecurity and struggled
with the peculiar challenges of a life lived
largely in the spotlight. This volume publishes
Burton's extensive personal diaries in their
entirety for the first time. His writings
encompass many years--from 1939, when he was
still a teenager, to 1983, the year before his
death--and they reveal him in his most private
moments, pondering his triumphs and demons,
his loves and his heartbreaks. The diary entries

appear in their original sequence, with
annotations to clarify people, places, books, and
events Burton mentions. From these handwritten pages emerges a multi-dimensional man,
no mere flashy celebrity. While Burton touched
shoulders with shining lights--among them Olivia
de Havilland, John Gielgud, Claire Bloom,
Laurence Olivier, John Huston, Dylan Thomas,
and Edward Albee--he also played the real-life
roles of supportive family man, father, husband,
and highly intelligent observer. His diaries offer
a rare and fresh perspective on his own life and
career, and on the glamorous decades of the
mid-twentieth century.
An Unnatural Pursuit and Other Pieces Simon Gray 1985
A diary of the production of his play 'The
common pursuit' at the Lyric Theatre,
Hammersmith, in 1984.
The Los Angeles Diaries - James Brown
2011-03-10
Plagued by the suicides of both his siblings, and
heir to alcohol and drug abuse, divorce, and
economic ruin, James Brown lived a life clouded
by addiction, broken promises, and despair. In
The Los Angeles Diaries, he reveals his struggle
for survival, mining his past to present the
inspiring story of his redemption. Beautifully
written and limned with dark humor, these
twelve deeply confessional, interconnected
chapters address personal failure, heartbreak,
the trials of writing for Hollywood, and the
life–shattering events that finally convinced
Brown that he must "change or die." In
"Snapshot," Brown is five years old and recalls
the night his mother "sets fire to an apartment
building down the street." In "Daisy," Brown
purchases a Vietnamese potbellied pig for his
wife to atone for his sins, only to find the pig's
bulk growing in direct proportion to the tensions
in his marriage. Harrowing and brutally honest,
The Los Angeles Diaries is the chronicle of a
man on a collision course with life, who
ultimately finds the strength and courage to
conquer his demons and believe once more.
The Complete Smoking Diaries - Simon Gray
2013
Collected in one spellbinding volume for the first
time, these are the digressive, exuberant, riproaringly funny diaries of one of Britain's best
writers and heaviest smokers
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"Operation Happiness". She's determined to beat
down the bad vibes of the Haters, the Terror
Teachers, and all of the trials and tribulations of
high school by writing and drawing in her diary.
And when life gets really tough, she works
through her own moments of uncertainty
through imaginary conversations with her
favorite literary characters. Cuckoo's also got a
nearly impossible mission: she, along with her
misfit band of self-deprecating friends (who call
themselves "the Freakshow") decide to bridge
the gap between warring cliques and "bring the
Nations together". Not everyone is so willing to
join hands and get along, but Cuckoo never
stops smiling . . . until one of her closest friends,
pushed to desperation by a Hater prank, decides
that enough is enough. In James Patterson's first
highly illustrated "diary fiction" story for teens,
the mega-bestselling author's most endearing
and original teen heroine ever proves that
everyone can use a helping hand once in a while.
TEENAGE DIARIES The Days That Were Saurabh Sharma 2016-12-12
“How about bunking the next class and rushing
to the cricket field and while you are at it,
planting a bomb in the toilet?” Wait, what the
hell am I asking you to do with deadlines to
catch on!? But allow me to take you down the
forgotten memory lanes and remind you of the
times when… You had a fit of breathlessness in
front of your crush, When FLAMES said
marriage, you couldn’t help but blush. Blank
calls played Morse codes, Two meant – you
missed her loads. You were clumsy as shit,
because her presence was sublime, But after
your break-up, crying became your favorite
pastime. You bunked the classes and said - 'Let
the studies rot!' But you never missed Kiran
ma'am's class, ‘coz she was pretty hot! ;) Cricket
brought you glory, And planting a bomb in
school changed your story. Life screwed you
over and killed your spirit, But you’re glad that
you anyway did it. Told from the eyes of an
Indian middle-class teenager, this story will
make you wonder what you would have done if
you were named Ghanshyam and were born a
pessimistic nerd, while your optimistic best
friend believed in unicorns and utopia! And to
add to your woes, what if you fell in love with the
most beautiful girl of your school? Wouldn’t you
then wait for a miracle to happen?

When You Are Engulfed in Flames - David
Sedaris 2008-06-03
"David Sedaris's ability to transform the
mortification of everyday life into wildly
entertaining art," (The Christian Science
Monitor) is elevated to wilder and more
entertaining heights than ever in this
remarkable new book. Trying to make coffee
when the water is shut off, David considers
using the water in a vase of flowers and his
chain of associations takes him from the French
countryside to a hilariously uncomfortable
memory of buying drugs in a mobile home in
rural North Carolina. In essay after essay,
Sedaris proceeds from bizarre conundrums of
daily life-having a lozenge fall from your mouth
into the lap of a fellow passenger on a plane or
armoring the windows with LP covers to protect
the house from neurotic songbirds-to the most
deeply resonant human truths. Culminating in a
brilliant account of his venture to Tokyo in order
to quit smoking, David Sedaris's sixth essay
collection is a new masterpiece of comic writing
from "a writer worth treasuring" (Seattle Times).
Praise for When You Are Engulfed in Flames:
"Older, wiser, smarter and meaner,
Sedaris...defies the odds once again by
delivering an intelligent take on the banalities of
an absurd life." --Kirkus Reviews This latest
collection proves that not only does Sedaris still
have it, but he's also getting better....Sedaris's
best stuff will still--after all this time--move,
surprise, and entertain." --Booklist Table of
Contents: It's Catching Keeping Up The
Understudy This Old House Buddy, Can You
Spare a Tie? Road Trips What I Learned That's
Amore The Monster Mash In the Waiting Room
Solutions to Saturday's Puzzle Adult Figures
Charging Toward a Concrete Toadstool
Memento Mori All the Beauty You Will Ever
Need Town and Country Aerial The Man in the
Hut Of Mice and Men April in Paris Crybaby Old
Faithful The Smoking Section
Homeroom Diaries - James Patterson
2014-07-21
After recovering from an emotional breakdown,
a scrappy high school student dares to be happy
and disrupt the social scene. Margaret "Cuckoo"
Clarke recently had a brief stay in a mental
institution following an emotional breakdown,
but she's turning over a new leaf with her
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The Nanny Diaries - Emma McLaughlin
2007-02-06
Wanted: One young woman to take care of fouryear-old boy. Must be cheerful, enthusiastic and
selfless--bordering on masochistic. Must relish
sixteen-hour shifts with a deliberately napdeprived preschooler. Must love getting thrown
up on, literally and figuratively, by everyone in
his family. Must enjoy the delicious anticipation
of ridiculously erratic pay. Mostly, must love
being treated like fungus found growing out of
employers Hermès bag. Those who take it
personally need not apply. Who wouldn't want
this job? Struggling to graduate from NYU and
afford her microscopic studio apartment, Nanny
takes a position caring for the only son of the
wealthy X family. She rapidly learns the insane
amount of juggling involved to ensure that a
Park Avenue wife who doesn't work, cook, clean,
or raise her own child has a smooth day. When
the Xs' marriage begins to disintegrate, Nanny
ends up involved way beyond the bounds of
human decency or good taste. Her tenure with
the X family becomes a nearly impossible
mission to maintain the mental health of their
four-year-old, her own integrity and, most
importantly, her sense of humor. Over nine tense
months, Mrs. X and Nanny perform the age-old
dance of decorum and power as they test the
limits of modern-day servitude. Written by two
former nannies, The Nanny Diaries deftly
punctures the glamour of Manhattan's upper
class.
Fat Chance - Simon Gray 2005
The famous account of Stephen Fry's departure
from Cell Mates, only days after opening
Smoking Diaries Vol 3 - Simon Gray 2008
In this volume, Simon Gray is determined to give
up smoking. Can he kick the habit of sixty years?
The Night Diary - Veera Hiranandani
2018-03-06
A 2019 NEWBERY HONOR BOOK "A gripping,
nuanced story of the human cost of conflict
appropriate for both children and adults." Kirkus, starred review In the vein of Inside Out
and Back Again and The War That Saved My Life
comes a poignant, personal, and hopeful tale of
India's partition, and of one girl's journey to find
a new home in a divided country It's 1947, and
India, newly independent of British rule, has
been separated into two countries: Pakistan and

India. The divide has created much tension
between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of
thousands are killed crossing borders. HalfMuslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha
doesn't know where she belongs, or what her
country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too
dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha
and her family become refugees and embark
first by train but later on foot to reach her new
home. The journey is long, difficult, and
dangerous, and after losing her mother as a
baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland,
too. But even if her country has been ripped
apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility of
putting herself back together. Told through
Nisha's letters to her mother, The Night Diary is
a heartfelt story of one girl's search for home,
for her own identity...and for a hopeful future.
Coda - Simon Gray 2009
'Coda' is Simon Gray's powerful account of the
year in which he struggles to come to terms with
terminal lung cancer. From heartbreaking
reflections on his own mortality to outrageous
asides Gray's self-proclaimed 'last written words
on the subject of myself' records his
extraordinary emotional journey.
Gentlemen Prefer Succubi - Jill Myles
2009-12-29
Who Knew An Angel Could Get A Girl In So
Much Devilish Trouble? Jackie Brighton woke up
in a Dumpster this morning, and her day has
only gotten weirder. Her familiar B-cups have
somehow become double Ds, her sex drive is
insatiable, and apparently she had her fi rst onenight stand ever...with a fallen angel. All she
remembers is gorgeous Noah's oddly hypnotic
blue eyes...and then a dark stranger whose bite
transformed her into an immortal siren with a
sexy Itch. With help from Noah, Jackie begins to
adapt to her new lifestyle -- until she
accidentally sends Noah into the deadly clutches
of the vampire queen and lands herself in a fi
erce battle for an ancient halo with the queen's
wickedly hot righthand man. Who just happens
to be the vampire who originally bit her. How's a
girl supposed to save the world when the
enemy's so hard to resist?
The Complete Smoking Diaries - Simon Gray
2013-09-05
When he turned sixty-five, playwright Simon
Gray began to keep a diary in which he reflected
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on a life filled with cigarettes (continuing),
alcohol (stopped), several triumphs and many
more disasters, shame, adultery, friendship and
love. Bringing together the four parts of The
Smoking Diaries (The Smoking Diaries, The Year
of the Jouncer, The Last Cigarette, and Coda)
this beautiful volume is filled with comedy and
serious reflection, sharp observation and painful
self-disclosure. A brilliant and moving account of
life's unsteady progress, it takes the reader to
the heart of one man's brilliant struggle towards
some kind of personal truth.
The Last Cigarette - Simon Gray 2009
Notable for his uncompromising honesty and a
wit both fierce and fearless, Simon Gray's voice
was uniquely his own - intelligent, probing and
often outrageously funny. He faced life - and
death - with unflinching courage and defiant
humanity; even when writing about his own
mortality, he lost none of his prodigious talent to
entertain. Warm, candid and with a double dose
of dark humour, this dramatisation of Gray's The
Smoking Diaries and other memoirs was
completed just before his death last summer.
The Last Cigarette premiered at the Minerva
Theatre, Chichester in March 2009.
The Reagan Diaries - Ronald Reagan 2009-03-17
#1 New York Times Bestseller “Reading these
diaries, Americans will find it easier to
understand how Reagan did what he did for so
long . . . They paint a portrait of a president who
was engaged by his job and had a healthy
perspective on power.” —Jon Meacham,
Newsweek During his two terms as the 40th
president of the United States, Ronald Reagan
kept a daily diary in which he recorded his
innermost thoughts and observations on the
extraordinary, the historic, and the routine
occurrences of his presidency. To read these
diaries—now compiled into one volume by noted
historian Douglas Brinkley and filled with
Reagan’s trademark wit, sharp intelligence, and
humor—is to gain a unique understanding of one
of our nation’s most fascinating leaders.
From Sketch-Book and Diary - Elizabeth
Butler 2020-07-24
Reproduction of the original: From Sketch-Book
and Diary by Elizabeth Butler
Fat Chance - Robert H. Lustig 2013-12-31
The landmark New York Times best seller that
reveals how the explosion of sugar in our diets

has created an obesity epidemic, and what we
can do to save ourselves. Robert Lustig is at the
forefront of war against sugar — showing us that
it's toxic, it's addictive, and it's everywhere
because the food companies want it to be. His
90-minute YouTube video "Sugar: The Bitter
Truth" has been viewed more than 7 million
times. Now, in this landmark book, he
documents the science and the politics that have
led to personal misery and public crisis — the
pandemic of obesity and chronic disease--over
the last thirty years. In the late 1970s, when the
U.S. government declared that we needed to get
the fat out of our diets, the food industry
responded by pumping in more sugar to make
food more palatable (and more salable), and by
removing the fiber to make food last longer on
the shelf. The result has been a perfect storm for
our health, disastrously altering our
biochemistry to make us think we're starving,
drive our eating habits out of our control, and
turn us into couch potatoes. If we cannot control
how we eat, it's because of the catastrophic
excess of sugar in our diet--the resulting
hormonal imbalances have rewired our brains!
To help us lose weight and recover our health,
Lustig presents strategies we can each use to
readjust the key hormones that regulate hunger,
reward, and stress, as well as societal strategies
to improve the health of the next generation.
With scientific rigor and even a little humor, Fat
Chance categorically proves that "a calorie is not
a calorie," and takes that knowledge to its
logical conclusion--an overhaul of the global food
system.
The Danny Diaries - Ann Cluver Weinberg
2010-01
The telling of Danny's life, his psychotic
breakdown, schizophrenic diagnosis and, finally,
a stable, happy life without medication.
The Smoking Nun - Dakota Cassidy 2019-06-11
Sister Trixie Lavender, reporting for Miss
Marple duty! It's been months since the evil
residing inside me has reared his violently
helpful head, and things are pretty peachy. My
demon sidekick Coop continues to assimilate
with the unsuspecting humans, our tattoo shop
is busier than ever, we're more and more
involved in our little community of Cobbler
Cove...heck, I'd even begun to attend the
occasional Sunday sermon (after safely
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confirming my body wouldn't burst into flames
upon entering Our Lady of Perpetual Grace, of
course). Yep, life is pretty good for me and mine.
Until the shocking murder of our new friend,
Sister Ophelia, during a church-sponsored
speed-dating event. Talk about flirting with
death-literally. I can't fathom who'd want to kill
a sweet little ol' nun, but as I've learned by now,
life in small-town Oregon isn't always what it
seems. When a second corpse is found, the
stakes are even higher as Coop and I, along with
our good friend Higgs, race to unmask a
killer.But when my demon breaks free yet again,
the killer's not the only one in danger of being
exposed...
Hidden Laughter - Simon Gray 1993
Here is a hilarious look at the artistic
pretentions of the young and the rich that charts
a decade in the life of a London family
transplanted to an idyllic country setting. A
literary agent and his wife buy a Devon cottage
where she can write, children will be happy, and
they can relax. Into their world walks the local
vicar, a classically comic character who tends
their magnificant garden and their emotional if
not spiritual needs as the outside world intrudes
with failure and disillusionment.
Plays Three - Simon Gray 2010
'The brave little lives that Gray so
compassionately illuminates could be lived by
any of us, and that's why they arouse emotions
that are anything but small.'New York Times on
Quartermaine's Terms
The Smoking Diaries Volume 4 - Simon Gray
2013-01-23
Coda is Simon Gray's powerful account of the
year in which he struggled to come to terms with
terminal lung cancer. Darkly comic depictions of
the medical team are set against joyful accounts
of sunlit days with his beloved wife, Victoria.
Written with exceptional candour and a poignant
reluctance to leave this world behind, Simon
Gray's Coda is as life-affirming as it is heartrending. Sadly, Coda was published
posthumously: Gray died in August 2008.
Otherwise Engaged and Other Plays - Simon
Gray 1977
The Benn Diaries - Tony Benn 2013-01-31
The Benn Diaries, embracing the years
1940-1990, are already established as a uniquely

authoritative, fascinating and readable record of
political life. The selected highlights that form
this single-volume edition include the most
notable events, arguments and personal
reflections throughout Benn's long and
remarkable career as a leading politician. The
narrative starts with Benn as a schoolboy and
takes the reader through his youthful wartime
experiences as a trainee pilot, his nervous
excitement as a new MP during Clement Atlee's
premiership and the tribulations of Labour in the
1950s, when the Conservatives were in firm
control. It ends with the Tories again in power,
but on the eve of Margaret Thatcher's fall, while
Tony Benn is on a mission to Baghdad before the
impending Gulf War. Over the span of fifty years,
the public and private turmoil in British and
world politics is recorded as Benn himself moves
from wartime service to become the baby of the
House, Cabinet Minister, and finally the
Commons' most senior Labour Member.
Becoming Me - Melody Carlson 2010-07-07
In the fictional Diary of a Teenage Girl, sixteenyear-old Caitlin O'Conner reveals the inner
workings of a girl caught between childhood and
womanhood ... an empty life without Christ and
a meaningful one with Him. Through Caitlin's
candid journal entries we see her grapple with
such universal teen issues as peer pressure,
loyalty, conflict with parents, the longing for a
boyfriend, and her own spirituality. Readers will
laugh and cry with Caitlin as she struggles
toward self-discovery and understanding God's
plan for her life. And they'll be deeply moved by
her surprising commitment regarding dating.
The Cigarette Book - Chris Harrald 2010-11-01
From A is for Aardvark—“We’re not allowed to
tell you anything about Winston cigarettes, so
here’s a stuffed aardvark”—to Z is for Zippo, the
iconic American lighter, The Cigarette Book is
the ultimate souvenir and celebration of the
dying art of smoking. Encyclopedic in both
layout and range, this is an ideal consolation gift
for those who have stopped, an ideal aide de
memoire for those who might, and a defiant puff
of libertarian brilliance for those who won’t.
Celebrate the Hollywood age of smoking when
film stars lit up with glamorous abandon. Witty,
illustrated, collectible, and up-to-date. "... All
smokers know that cigarettes are dangerous.
Each one is a dance with death—and the defiant
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smoker will say that therein lies its charm. So
each puff is an existential gesture, an assertion
of choice and life in the face of death." One day
the last cigarette on earth will be smoked. One
final puff will be sent heaven-bound, leaving a
lingering, evanescent smoke ring. And the wise
of this world will rejoice. Because logic demands
that mankind is rid of this pernicious poison.
And wasn’t that well-known logician Adolf Hitler
the most virulent opponent of cigarette smoking
in the last century? Until then, read this book.
Human Smoke - Nicholson Baker 2009-03-03
A study of the decades leading up to World War
II profiles the world leaders, politicians, business
people, and others whose personal politics and
ideologies provided an inevitable barrier to the
peace process and whose actions led to the
outbreak of war.
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian - Sherman Alexie 2012-01-10
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story
of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on
the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to
take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves
his troubled school on the rez to attend an allwhite farm town high school where the only
other Indian is the school mascot.
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written,
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian,
which is based on the author's own experiences,
coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney
that reflect the character's art, chronicles the
contemporary adolescence of one Native
American boy as he attempts to break away from
the life he was destined to live. With a forward
by Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman
Alexie and Ellen Forney, and four-color interior
art throughout, this edition is perfect for fans
and collectors alike.
Breaking Bailey - Anonymous 2019-06-04
In the tradition of Go Ask Alice and Lucy in the
Sky, this heart-wrenching story chronicles a
girl’s fatal experience with testing her moral
limits and the dangers of addiction. Bailey
welcomes a fresh start at the prestigious
boarding school, Prescott Academy, far away
from the painful memories of her mother’s death
and the unendurable happiness of her father and
his new wife. She expects rigorous coursework
and long hours of studying—what she doesn’t
expect is to be inducted into the Science Club, a

group of wealthy and intelligent students who
run a business cooking up drugs in their spare
time. Suddenly, Bailey has everything she’s ever
wanted, including a sweet and handsome
boyfriend named Warren, the brainy lead
chemist in the Club. But as she wades deeper
into the murky waters of their business, Bailey
finds herself struggling to reconcile her new
lifestyle with moral dilemmas she just can’t
ignore. Can she have it all without breaking?
The Smoking Diaries Volume 3 - Simon Gray
2013-01-23
The final volume of the trilogy that began with
The Smoking Diaries finds Simon Gray
determined to give up smoking. Really. At last.
Can he kick the habit of sixty years? Will he,
sometime soon, be able to leave his house
without nervously feeling for his two packets of
twenty and his two lighters? As this wonderful,
wayward record of Gray's life progresses, these
questions are overtaken by much larger ones.
What was sex like before 1963? Will his name be
in lights on Broadway? Why leave the bedside of
his dying mother? With their combination of
comedy and serious reflection, of sharp
observation and painful self-disclosure, Simon
Gray's diaries reinvented the memoir form and
are destined to become classics of
autobiography.
Quartermaine's Terms - Simon Gray 2013-02-21
'A masterly portrayal of an innocent.' Harold
Pinter, from 'Directing Simon Gray's Plays',
Simon Gray Plays 1 'Superficially, it is a light
comedy about a group of educated, often
eccentric English characters in an academic
backwater in the early sixties. But though the
jokes are excellent, the piece cuts deep. There
are Strindberg-like glimpses of wretchedly
unhappy marriages and, as in Ibsen, a sense of
chickens coming home to roost. But the primary
impression here is of an English Chekhov. As in
the plays of the Russian master, the characters
talk a lot, but they rarely listen, still less
understand, so they are often at cross-purposes.
And like The Seagull, the long time scheme in
Quartermaine's Terms - it spans several years creates a poignant sense of transience and
mortality.' Daily Telegraph 'Gray's selection of
details and exchanges is immaculate: he
achieves drama and mystery in mundane lives;
the comedy is beautifully stated and even
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personal tragedies are underlined with running
gags that ring with truthfulness. No false
hothouse effect is necessary to make bare the
bewilderment of spirit of his central figure, the
grinning, forgetful and deeply kind staff lecturer,
St John Quartermaine, an inarticulate character
of awesome loneliness who rivals the tragic
force of Willy Loman.' The Times 'A play that is
at once full of doom and gloom and bristling with
wry, even uproarious comedy. The mixture is so
artfully balanced that we really don't know
where the laughter ends and the tears begin: the
playwright is in full possession of the
Chekhovian territory where the tragedies and
absurdities of life become one and the same.'
New York Times
The Smoking Diaries - Simon Gray 2005-07-19
When he turned sixty-five, the acclaimed
playwright Simon Gray began to keep this diary:
not a careful honing of the day's events with a
view to posterity but an account of his thoughts
as he had them, honestly, turbulently,
digressively expressed. The Smoking Diaries is
the result, in which one of Britain's most
amusing and original writers reflects on a life
filled with cigarettes (continuing), alcohol
(stopped), several triumphs and many more
disasters, shame, adultery, friendship, and love.
Few diarists have been as frank about
themselves, and even fewer as entertaining. "So
here I am, two hours into my sixty-sixth year....
The truth is that I'm nastier than I used to be
back when—back when I was sixty-four, for
instance, when I was nastier than when I was at
sixty-two and so forth, back and back, always the
less nasty the further back, until I get to the age
when I was pre-nasty, at least consciously, when
the only shame I knew was the shame of being
found out, which was when I was, well, about
eight, I suppose."
Mary Astor's Purple Diary: The Great
American Sex Scandal of 1936 - Edward Sorel
2016-10-04
In a hilarious send-up of sex, scandal, and the
Golden Age of Hollywood, legendary cartoonist
Edward Sorel brings us a story (literally) ripped
from the headlines of a bygone era. In 1965, a
young, up-and-coming illustrator by the name of
Edward Sorel was living in a $97-a-month
railroad flat on Manhattan’s Upper East Side.
Resolved to fix up the place, Sorel began pulling

up the linoleum on his kitchen floor, tearing
away layer after layer until he discovered a
hidden treasure: issues of the New York Daily
News and Daily Mirror from 1936, each ablaze
with a scandalous child custody trial taking
place in Hollywood and starring the actress
Mary Astor. Sorel forgot about his kitchen and
lost himself in the story that had pushed Hitler
and Franco off the front pages. At the time of the
trial, Mary Astor was still only a supporting
player in movies, but enough of a star to make
headlines when it came out that George S.
Kaufman, then the most successful playwright
on Broadway and a married man to boot, had
been her lover. The scandal revolved around
Mary’s diary, which her ex-husband, Dr.
Franklyn Thorpe, had found when they were still
together. Its incriminating contents had forced
Mary to give up custody of their daughter in
order to obtain a divorce. By 1936 she had
decided to challenge the arrangement, even
though Thorpe planned to use the diary to prove
she was an unfit mother. Mary, he claimed, had
not only kept a tally of all her extramarital
affairs but graded them—and he’d already
alerted the press. Enraptured by this sensational
case and the actress at the heart of it, Sorel
began a life-long obsession that now reaches its
apex. Featuring over sixty original illustrations,
Mary Astor's Purple Diary narrates and
illustrates the travails of the Oscar-winning
actress alongside Sorel’s own personal story of
discovering an unlikely muse. Throughout, we
get his wry take on all the juicy details of this
particular slice of Hollywood Babylon, including
Mary's life as a child star—her career in silent
films began at age fourteen—presided over by
her tyrannical father, Otto, who "managed" her
full-time and treated his daughter like an ATM
machine. Sorel also animates her teenage love
affair with probably the biggest star of the silent
era, the much older John Barrymore, who
seduced her on the set of a movie and convinced
her parents to allow her to be alone with him for
private "acting lessons." Sorel imbues Mary
Astor's life with the kind of wit and eye for
character that his art is famous for, but here he
also emerges as a writer, creating a
compassionate character study of Astor, a
woman who ultimately achieved a life of
independence after spending so much of it
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one of America’s greatest illustrators.
The Year of the Jouncer - Simon Gray 2006
The latest volume of Gray's hilarious memoirs, a
worthy successor to The Smoking Diaries

bullied by others. Featuring ribald and rapturous
art throughout, Mary Astor's Purple Diary is a
passion project that becomes the masterpiece of
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