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Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to
Palermo - Tim Parks 2014-05-05
An Italian travelogue describes the trains that
traverse the country, from the architecture of
old train stations to the new high-speed
railways, and portrays the author's memorable
encounters along the way.
The Pursuit of Power - Richard J. Evans
2016-09-01
ECONOMIST BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2016 'A
scintillating, encyclopaedic history, rich in detail
from the arcane to the familiar... a veritable tour
de force' Richard Overy, New Statesman
'Transnational history at its finest ... .. social,
political and cultural themes swirl together in
one great canvas of immense detail and beauty'
Gerard DeGroot, The Times 'Dazzlingly erudite
and entertaining' Dominic Sandbrook, The
Sunday Times A masterpiece which brings to life
an extraordinarly turbulent and dramatic era of
revolutionary change. The Pursuit of Power
draws on a lifetime of thinking about nineteenthcentury Europe to create an extraordinarily rich,
surprising and entertaining panorama of a
continent undergoing drastic transformation.
The book aims to reignite the sense of wonder
that permeated this remarkable era, as rulers
and ruled navigated overwhelming cultural,
political and technological changes. It was a
time where what was seen as modern with
amazing speed appeared old-fashioned, where
huge cities sprang up in a generation, new
European countries were created and where, for
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the first time, humans could communicate
almost instantly over thousands of miles. In the
period bounded by the Battle of Waterloo and
the outbreak of World War I, Europe dominated
the rest of the world as never before or since:
this book breaks new ground by showing how
the continent shaped, and was shaped by, its
interactions with other parts of the globe.
Richard Evans explores fully the revolutions,
empire-building and wars that marked the
nineteenth century, but the book is about so
much more, whether it is illness, serfdom,
religion or philosophy. The Pursuit of Power is a
work by a historian at the height of his powers:
essential for anyone trying to understand
Europe, then or now.
Fashion, Italian Style - Adjunct Assistant
Professor at the Fashion Institute of Technology
Valerie Steele 2003-01-01
Om italiensk mode og modedesignere fra 1945
til i dag
Literary Tour of Italy - Tim Parks 2019-07-07
An acclaimed author of novels and short stories,
Tim Parks - who was described in a recent
review as "e;one of the best living writers of
English"e; - has delighted audiences around the
world with his finely observed writings on all
aspects of Italian life and customs. This volume
contains a selection of his best essays on the
literature of his adopted country.From Boccaccio
and Machiavelli through to Moravia and
Tabucchi, from the Stil Novo to Divisionism,
across centuries of history and intellectual
1/11

Downloaded from test.unicaribe.edu.do
on by guest

movements, these essays will give English
readers, and lovers of the Bel Paese and its
culture, the lay of the literary land of Italy.
The Honored Society - Petra Reski 2013-01-08
In the early hours of an August 2007 morning a
gunfight broke out in an Italian restaurant in
Duisburg, Germany; in less than five minutes
over seventy shots were fired into the bodies of
six men. Both the victims and the assassins were
members of the 'Ndrangheta crime organization.
Calabria's Mafia had brazenly shown its savage
influence outside Italy for the first time. In The
Honored Society award-winning investigative
reporter Petra Reski reveals the Mafia menace
lurking throughout the world-- from espresso
bars in Palermo to European halls of parliament
to the corporate headquarters of enormous
agricultural firms. In haunting and exquisite
prose she explores the Byzantine structure of
the 'Ndrangheta, Cosa Nostra and other mafia
clans throughout Italy -- the code they live by,
the destruction they wreak, how they operate
within the country and how they operate
internationally. She shows how these syndicates
dominate everything from nuclear waste
disposal to hotel chains to the marijuana trade in
Australia and cocaine trafficked throughout the
world. Reski shows how figures such as Silvio
Berlusconi were made by the Mafia, and how
those who dared to defy its codes were broken.
A searing portrait of the criminals who have
come to control not only Italy but vast swathes
of the globe, The Honored Society is a
journalistic tour de force.
Inventing the World - Meredith Small
2020-12-01
An epic cultural journey that reveals how
Venetian ingenuity and inventions—from
sunglasses and forks to bonds and
currency—shaped modernity. How did a small,
isolated city—with a population that never
exceeded 100,000, even in its heyday—come to
transform western civilization? Acclaimed
anthropologist Meredith Small, the author of the
groundbreaking Our Babies, Ourselves examines
the the unique Venetian social structure that
was key to their explosion of creativity and
invention that ranged from the material to
social. Whether it was boats or money, medicine
or face cream, opera, semicolons, tiramisu or
child-labor laws, these all originated in Venice
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and have shaped contemporary notions of
institutions and conventions ever since. The
foundation of how we now think about
community, health care, money, consumerism,
and globalization all sprung forth from the
Laguna Veneta. But Venice is far from a historic
relic or a life-sized museum. It is a living city
that still embraces its innovative roots. As
climate change effects sea-level rises, Venice is
on the front lines of preserving its legacy and
cultural history to inspire a new generation of
innovators.
Atlas Shrugged - Ayn Rand 2005-04-21
Peopled by larger-than-life heroes and villains,
charged with towering questions of good and
evil, Atlas Shrugged is Ayn Rand’s magnum
opus: a philosophical revolution told in the form
of an action thriller—nominated as one of
America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great
American Read. Who is John Galt? When he says
that he will stop the motor of the world, is he a
destroyer or a liberator? Why does he have to
fight his battles not against his enemies but
against those who need him most? Why does he
fight his hardest battle against the woman he
loves? You will know the answer to these
questions when you discover the reason behind
the baffling events that play havoc with the lives
of the amazing men and women in this book. You
will discover why a productive genius becomes a
worthless playboy...why a great steel
industrialist is working for his own
destruction...why a composer gives up his career
on the night of his triumph...why a beautiful
woman who runs a transcontinental railroad falls
in love with the man she has sworn to kill. Atlas
Shrugged, a modern classic and Rand’s most
extensive statement of Objectivism—her
groundbreaking philosophy—offers the reader
the spectacle of human greatness, depicted with
all the poetry and power of one of the twentieth
century’s leading artists.
Bella Tuscany - Frances Mayes 2003-08-05
Frances Mayes, whose enchanting #1 New York
Times bestseller Under the Tuscan Sun made
the world fall in love with Tuscany, invites
readers back for a delightful new season of
friendship, festivity, and food, there and
throughout Italy. Having spent her summers in
Tuscany for the past several years, Frances
Mayes relished the opportunity to experience
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the pleasures of primavera, an Italian spring. A
sabbatical from teaching in San Francisco
allowed her to return to Cortona—and her
beloved house, Bramasole—just as the first
green appeared on the rocky hillsides. Bella
Tuscany, a companion volume to Under the
Tuscan Sun, is her passionate and lyrical
account of her continuing love affair with Italy.
Now truly at home there, Mayes writes of her
deepening connection to the land, her
flourishing friendships with local people, the joys
of art, food, and wine, and the rewards and
occasional heartbreaks of her villa's ongoing
restoration. It is also a memoir of a season of
change, and of renewed possibility. As spring
becomes summer she revives Bramasole's lush
gardens, meets the challenges of learning a new
language, tours regions from Sicily to the
Veneto, and faces transitions in her family life.
Filled with recipes from her Tuscan kitchen and
written in the sensuous and evocative prose that
has become her hallmark, Bella Tuscany is a
celebration of the sweet life in Italy. Now with
an excerpt from Frances Mayes's latest southern
memoir, Under Magnolia.
The Little Engine That Could - Watty Piper
2020-06-23
The special anniversary edition of The Little
Engine That Could™ contains the entire text and
original artwork. Young readers, as well as
parents and grandparents, will treasure the
story of the blue locomotive who exemplifies the
power of positive thinking.
Painting Death - Tim Parks 2015-10-06
A museum exhibit celebrating the art of killing
turns deadly in this “fiendishly clever pitch-black
comedy” skewering the contemporary Italian art
world (The Australian). Morris Duckworth has a
dark past. Having married and murdered his
way into a wealthy Italian family, he has become
a respected member of Veronese business life.
But it’s not enough. Never satisfied with being
anything short of the best, Duckworth plans to
put on the most exciting art exhibition of the
decade, based on a subject close to his heart:
killing. All the great slaughters of scripture and
classical times will be on show, from Cain and
Abel to Brutus and Caesar. But as Duckworth
meets resistance from the director of Verona’s
Castelvecchio Museum, everything starts to
unravel. His children are rebelling, his mistress
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is asking for more than he wants to give, his wife
is increasingly attached to her aging confessor,
and, worst of all, it’s getting harder to ignore the
ghosts that swirl around. The shame of it is that
Duckworth really did not want to have to kill
again. Tim Parks’s acclaimed Duckworth trilogy
has been thirty years in the making. In Painting
Death, he brings it and his serial-killer alter ego
to a very fitting—and very funny—end.
“Duckworth is a worthy heir to a tradition of
seductive, cultured literary monsters that
include Humbert Humbert and Hannibal
Lecter.” —The Sunday Times “Neatly written,
full of calamitous moments in which the comedy
is suddenly elbowed aside by genuine emotion.”
—Spectator “Colorful, often amusing . . . Parks
uses the museum intrigue to draw, as he has
done in his more serious efforts, a vivid,
impressionistic portrait of contemporary Italy.”
—The New York Times
Off the Rails - Beppe Severgnini 2019-02-12
In this witty and entertaining collection of travel
tales, an acclaimed journalist explores his
obsession with trains--and what his rail journeys
have taught him about culture and identity. "I've
gone around the world in installments. Every
trip has been a revelation. I've watched regions,
nations, and continents change moods and I've
met more people on trains than in forty years of
airplane flights. Every train trip has been a
spectacle. Trains are stages, cafés, bazaars. The
only talk show that will never go off the air..."
Beppe Severgnini has spent his life traveling the
world, and not just because he's a journalist;
he's a passionate, unflagging train buff. Off the
Rails recounts some of his favorite trips across
Europe, Australia, Asia, and the United States,
each journey bringing readers not only to a
different place but to a different time, from his
honeymoon on the Trans-Siberian Express (in a
four-person compartment!), to a winding journey
from Russia to Turkey during the last summer of
communism, to a recent coast-to-coast trip with
his son from Washington, D.C., to Washington
State. Off the Rails is the perfect getaway for
anyone with a touch of wanderlust, who dreams
of escape or just likes to laugh. Filled with
memorable characters and perceptive
observations, it demonstrates--hilariously--what
unites us. With the world in chaos and life in
perpetual fast-forward, it's always the right time
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to hop on board with Beppe Severgnini and meet
your charming, hapless, quarrelsome, romantic,
shifty, quirky, endearing neighbors.
A Season with Verona - Tim Parks 2012-11-13
Is Italy a united country, or a loose affiliation of
warring states? Is Italian football (which we
Americans know as “soccer”) a sport, or an illdisguised protraction of ancient enmities? After
twenty years in the bel paese, Tim Parks goes on
the road to follow the fortunes of his hometown
soccer club, Hellas Verona, to pay a different
kind of visit to some of the world’s most
beautiful cities, and to get a fresh take on the
conundrum that is national character. From
Udine to Catania, from the San Siro to the
Olimpico, traveling with the raucous and unruly
Verona fans—whose conduct is a cross between
that of asylum inmates and the Keystone
Kops—Tim Parks offers his highly personal
account of one man’s relationship with a
country, its people, and its national sport. The
clubs are struggling, as always, to keep their
heads above water in Series A. The fans, as
always, are accused of vulgarity, racism, and
violence. It’s an election year and politics
encroaches. The police are ambiguous, the
journeys exhausting, the referees unforgivable,
the anecdotes hilarious. And behind it all is the
growing intuition that in a world stripped of
idealism and bereft of religion, soccer offers a
new and fiercely ironic way of forming
community and engaging with the sacred.
Italian Neighbours - Tim Parks 2012-06-12
"Am I giving the impression that I don't like the
Veneto? It's not true. I love it. But like any place
that's become home I hate it too." How does an
Englishman cope when he moves to Italy - not
the tourist idyll but the real Italy? When Tim
Parks first moved to Verona he found it
irresistible and infuriating in equal measure; this
book is the story of his love affair with it. Infused
with an objective passion, he unpicks the
idiosyncrasies and nuances of Italian culture
with wit and affection. Italian Neighbours is
travel writing at its best.
Talking to Strangers - Malcolm Gladwell
2019-09-10
Malcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast
Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers, offers a powerful
examination of our interactions with strangers
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and why they often go wrong—now with a new
afterword by the author. A Best Book of the
Year: The Financial Times, Bloomberg, Chicago
Tribune, and Detroit Free Press How did Fidel
Castro fool the CIA for a generation? Why did
Neville Chamberlain think he could trust Adolf
Hitler? Why are campus sexual assaults on the
rise? Do television sitcoms teach us something
about the way we relate to one another that isn’t
true? Talking to Strangers is a classically
Gladwellian intellectual adventure, a challenging
and controversial excursion through history,
psychology, and scandals taken straight from the
news. He revisits the deceptions of Bernie
Madoff, the trial of Amanda Knox, the suicide of
Sylvia Plath, the Jerry Sandusky pedophilia
scandal at Penn State University, and the death
of Sandra Bland—throwing our understanding of
these and other stories into doubt. Something is
very wrong, Gladwell argues, with the tools and
strategies we use to make sense of people we
don’t know. And because we don’t know how to
talk to strangers, we are inviting conflict and
misunderstanding in ways that have a profound
effect on our lives and our world. In his first
book since his #1 bestseller David and Goliath,
Malcolm Gladwell has written a gripping
guidebook for troubled times.
The Hero's Way - Tim Parks 2021-06-03
'Elegantly written, full of wit and charm, this is
travel writing at its very best' Orlando Figes In
the summer of 1849, Giuseppe Garibaldi, Italy's
legendary revolutionary hero, fled Rome and led
4,000 of his men hundreds of miles through
Umbria and Tuscany, then across the Apennines,
Italy's mountainous spine, toward the refuge of
the Venetian Republic. After thirty-two
exhausting days of skirmishes and adventures,
only 250 survivors reached the Adriatic coast.
This hair-raising journey is brought vividly to life
by bestselling author Tim Parks, who in the
blazing summer of 2019, followed in Garibaldi's
footsteps. A fascinating portrait of Italy past and
present, The Hero's Way is a celebration of
determination, creativity and desperate courage.
Tongues of Flame - Tim Parks 1995
The gift of tongues, prophecy exorcism...what
might such concepts mean in a complacent
backwater of North London? For Richard Bowen,
adolescence becomes a nightmare when his
parents join the charismatic movement and find
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a devil in his brother.
Around the World in 80 Trains - Monisha Rajesh
2019-01-24
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
TRAVELLER AWARD FOR BEST TRAVEL BOOK
SHORTLISTED FOR THE STANFORD DOLMAN
TRAVEL BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 'Monisha
Rajesh has chosen one of the best ways of seeing
the world. Never too fast, never too slow, her
journey does what trains do best. Getting to the
heart of things. Prepare for a very fine ride'
Michael Palin From the cloud-skimming heights
of Tibet's Qinghai railway to silk-sheeted
splendour on the Venice Simplon-OrientExpress, Around the World in 80 Trains is a
celebration of the glory of train travel and a
witty and irreverent look at the world. Packing
up her rucksack – and her fiancé, Jem – Monisha
Rajesh embarks on an unforgettable adventure
that takes her from London's St Pancras station
to the vast expanses of Russia and Mongolia,
North Korea, Canada, Kazakhstan, and beyond.
The journey is one of constant movement and
mayhem, as the pair strike up friendships and
swap stories with the hilarious, irksome and
ultimately endearing travellers they meet on
board, all while taking in some of the earth's
most breathtaking views.
Europa - Tim Parks 2013-02-08
At the midpoint of his life, Jerry Marlow finds
himself on a bus taking him from Milan to
Strasbourg. Sitting slightly off-center on the
long back seat, he takes stock of the wreckage
strewn behind him—a failed marriage, a
daughter going astray, and an affair that has left
him both numb and licking every wound, selfinflicted or otherwise. Even Marlow's teaching
job at the university in Milan is jeopardized by
new Italian laws restricting foreigners. And
ahead? What lies in wait around the next bend?
There are times when the most appalling
premonitions seem all too plausible, yet the pull
of hope cannot be resisted. Fueled by Marlow’s
scalpel-sharp commentary—double-edged and
unsparing—Europa is a decidedly adult road
novel with a rich international gallery of
characters, and offers an explosive, sometimes
hilarious portrait of a man patching together his
life on a continent whose rhetoric of unity is less
convincing—and far less exciting—than its
bizarre polyglot passions and ancient conflicts.
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Bristling with ferocious wordplay, mordant
comedy, and a vision of the sexes as honest as it
is incorrect, Europa is Tim Parks's finest novel to
date.
The Pursuit of Italy - David Gilmour 2011-10-25
One of The Economist's Books of the Year A
provocative, entertaining account of Italy's
diverse riches, its hopes and dreams, its past
and present Did Garibaldi do Italy a disservice
when he helped its disparate parts achieve
unity? Was the goal of political unification a
mistake? The question is asked and answered in
a number of ways in The Pursuit of Italy, an
engaging, original consideration of the many
histories that contribute to the brilliance—and
weakness—of Italy today. David Gilmour's
wonderfully readable exploration of Italian life
over the centuries is filled with provocative
anecdotes as well as personal observations, and
is peopled by the great figures of the Italian
past—from Cicero and Virgil to the controversial
politicians of the twentieth century. His wise
account of the Risorgimento debunks the
nationalistic myths that surround it, though he
paints a sympathetic portrait of Giuseppe Verdi,
a beloved hero of the era. Gilmour shows that
the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions,
with their distinctive art, civic cultures,
identities, and cuisines. Italy's inhabitants
identified themselves not as Italians but as
Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and Lombards,
Neapolitans and Genoese. Italy's strength and
culture still come from its regions rather than
from its misconceived, mishandled notion of a
unified nation.
A Season with Verona - Tim Parks 2012-01-23
The acclaimed author’s cult classic memoir of
his turbulent year with an Italian soccer club
“delves into the very essence of being a fan”
(Guardian, UK). Is Italy a united country, or a
loose affiliation of warring states? Is Italian
football (which we Americans know as “soccer”)
a sport, or an ill-disguised protraction of ancient
enmities? After twenty years in the bel paese,
Tim Parks goes on the road to follow the
fortunes of his hometown soccer club, Hellas
Verona, to pay a different kind of visit to some of
the world’s most beautiful cities, and to get a
fresh take on the conundrum that is national
character. From Udine to Catania, from the San
Siro to the Olimpico, traveling with the raucous
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and unruly Verona fans, Tim Parks offers his
personal account of one man’s relationship with
a country, its people, and its national sport. With
election year politics encroaching, the clubs are
struggling to keep their heads above water while
the fans are accused of vulgarity and violence.
The police are ambiguous, the journeys
exhausting, and the referees unforgivable. But in
a world stripped of idealism and bereft of
religion, soccer offers a new and fiercely ironic
way of forming community and engaging with
the sacred.
Where I'm Reading From - Tim Parks
2015-05-12
Why do we need fiction? Why do books need to
be printed on paper, copyrighted, read to the
finish? Do we read to challenge our vision of the
world or to confirm it? Has novel writing turned
into a job like any other? In Where I’m Reading
From, the novelist and critic Tim Parks ranges
over decades of critical reading—from Leopardi,
Dickens, and Chekhov, to Virginia Woolf, D. H.
Lawrence, and Thomas Bernhard, and on to
contemporary work by Peter Stamm, Alice
Munro, and many others—to upend our
assumptions about literature and its purpose. In
thirty-seven interlocking essays, Where I’m
Reading From examines the rise of the
“international” novel and the disappearance of
“national” literary styles; how market forces
shape “serious” fiction; the unintended effects of
translation; the growing stasis of literary
criticism; and the problematic relationship
between writers’ lives and their work. Through
dazzling close readings and probing selfexamination, Parks wonders whether
writers—and readers—can escape the twin
pressures of the new global system and the
novel that has become its emblematic genre.
A Season with Verona - Tim Parks 2002
The author offers a personal account of his
relationship with Italy, its people, and its
national sport from the perspective of his
beloved Verona soccer club--as well as its fans-as it travels around Italy competing with other
teams.
Rapids - Tim Parks 2011-11-07
A riveting white-water ride down a raging river
in the Italian Alps, pitting people against Nature,
in "the novel Tim Parks was born to write"
(Sunday Telegraph, London). When 15
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vacationers-six adults and nine adolescentsarrive in the Italian Alps to try their kayaking
skills against the wild waters of the upper
Aurino River, they have no idea what harrowing
events await them. Among the group are the
London banker Vince- recently widowed and
trying to make sense of his life-and his teenage
daughter Louise. Their hosts are Clive, an
enigmatic but commanding leader, and his
alluring but fragile girlfriend, Michela. Their
lives intertwine over the next week in ways none
could have foreseen, as they test their courage
and varying abilities against the roaring waters,
the rocks both seen and sunken, the endless
treacherous logs, the flotsam and driftwood that
become a liquid trap, as the threat of death
accompanies them downstream. Rapids
grippingly evokes the vertiginous thrill of
entering a hostile environment, of being at the
limit of control. Tim Parks's latest novel is alive
with the drama of the water and the fragility of
the people it bears along. Skyhorse Publishing,
as well as our Arcade, Yucca, and Good Books
imprints, are proud to publish a broad range of
books for readers interested in fiction—novels,
novellas, political and medical thrillers, comedy,
satire, historical fiction, romance, erotic and
love stories, mystery, classic literature, folklore
and mythology, literary classics including
Shakespeare, Dumas, Wilde, Cather, and much
more. While not every title we publish becomes
a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to books on
subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a
home.
Cleaver - Tim Parks 2011-10-21
The author of Europa—shortlisted for the Man
Booker Prize—delivers “a dense, intriguing
novel, prickly and strange” (Financial Times).
Why would a man who has it all suddenly turn
his back on the world at the height of his power?
A celebrated journalist, broadcaster, and
documentary filmmaker, Harold Cleaver has just
trounced the president in a damning television
interview. But balancing Cleaver’s success is the
unbearable scrutiny of his elder son’s equally
damning roman à clef, Under His Shadow.
Overweight and overwrought, Cleaver abruptly
abandons his home, his wife, his mistresses, and,
above all, television, the glowing box that
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brought him identity and power. He retreats
high into the mountains to evade the numbing
hold of e-mail, cell phones, and the endless
chatter of public discourse. Weeks
later—snowed in at five thousand feet,
harangued by voices from the past, and
humiliated by his inability to understand the
locals on whom he relies for food and
whiskey—Cleaver discovers that nowhere is so
noisy and dangerous as the solitary mind. “It’s
impossible not to admire Parks’s virtuosity.”
—Los Angeles Times Book Review “Parks gives
readers a robust protagonist riddled with doubt,
and the path he sends him down is both
treacherous and cathartic.” —Publishers Weekly
“In a character portrait fairly shimmering with
intelligence, Parks moves with facility from
slapstick scenes depicting Cleaver’s towering
ego to surprisingly tender moments as the great
man acknowledges that he is deeply flawed and
forgives himself for it.” —Booklist “Never has
the need to empty one’s mind been as
convincingly, or as brilliantly, illustrated as in
Tim Parks’s full-blooded Cleaver.” —Irish Times
Oh the Glory of It All - Sean Wilsey 2006-04-25
“[An] irreverent and remarkably candid memoir
about growing up in wealthy eighties San
Francisco . . . rollicking, ruthless . . . ultimately
generous-hearted.” —Vogue “A vivid mix of brio,
self-awareness and sophistication . . . writing
well is indeed the best revenge.” —The New
York Times Book Review “A monumental piece
of work.” —Kirkus Reviews “In the beginning we
were happy. And we were always excessive. So
in the beginning we were happy to excess.” With
these opening lines Sean Wilsey takes us on an
exhilarating tour of life in the strangest,
wealthiest, and most grandiose of families.
Sean's blond-bombshell mother (one of the thinly
veiled characters in Armistead Maupin's
bestselling Tales of the City) is a 1980s societypage staple, regularly entertaining Black
Panthers and movie stars in her marble and
glass penthouse, "eight hundred feet in the air
above San Francisco; an apartment at the top of
a building at the top of a hill: full of light, full of
voices, full of windows full of water and bridges
and hills." His enigmatic father uses a jet
helicopter to drop Sean off at the video arcade
and lectures his son on proper hygiene in public
restrooms, "You should wash your hands first,
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before you use the urinal. Not after. Your penis
isn't dirty. But your hands are." When Sean, "the
kind of child who sings songs to sick flowers,"
turns nine years old, his father divorces his
mother and marries her best friend. Sean's life
blows apart. His mother first invites him to
commit suicide with her, then has a "vision" of
salvation that requires packing her Louis Vuitton
luggage and traveling the globe, a retinue of
multiracial children in tow. Her goal: peace on
earth (and a Nobel Prize). Sean meets Indira
Gandhi, Helmut Kohl, Menachem Begin, and the
pope, hoping each one might come back to San
Francisco and persuade his father to rejoin the
family. Instead, Sean is pushed out of San
Francisco and sent spiraling through five high
schools, till he finally lands at an unorthodox
reform school cum "therapeutic community," in
Italy. With its multiplicity of settings and
kaleidoscopic mix of preoccupations-sex, Russia,
jet helicopters, seismic upheaval, boarding
schools, Middle Earth, skinheads, home
improvement, suicide, skateboarding,
Sovietology, public transportation, massage,
Christian fundamentalism, dogs, Texas, global
thermonuclear war, truth, evil, masturbation,
hope, Bethlehem, CT, eventual salvation
(abridged list)—Oh the Glory of It All is memoir
as bildungsroman as explosion.
Marco Polo Didn't Go There - Rolf Potts
2009-04-01
Marco Polo Didn’t Go There is a collection of
rollicking travel tales from a young writer USA
Today has called “Jack Kerouac for the Internet
Age.” For the past ten years, Rolf Potts has
taken his keen postmodern travel sensibility into
the far fringes of five continents for such
prestigious publications as National Geographic
Traveler, Salon.com, and The New York Times
Magazine. This book documents his boldest,
funniest, and most revealing journeys—from
getting stranded without water in the Libyan
desert, to crashing the set of a Leonardo
DiCaprio movie in Thailand, to learning the
secrets of Tantric sex in a dubious Indian
ashram. Marco Polo Didn’t Go There is more
than just an entertaining journey into fascinating
corners of the world. The book is a unique
window into travel writing, with each chapter
containing a “commentary track”—endnotes that
reveal the ragged edges behind the experience
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and creation of each tale. Offbeat and insightful,
this book is an engrossing read for students of
travel writing as well as armchair wanderers.
The Pretty One - Lucinda Rosenfeld 2013-02-05
Perfect. Pretty. Political. For nearly forty years,
The Hellinger sisters of Hastings-on-Hudsonnamely, Imperia (Perri), Olympia (Pia), and
Augusta (Gus)--have played the roles set down
by their loving but domineering mother Carol.
Perri, a mother of three, rules her four-bedroom
palace in Westchester with a velvet fist,
managing to fold even fitted sheets into
immaculate rectangles. Pia, a gorgeous and
fashionable Chelsea art gallery worker, still
turns heads after becoming a single mother via
sperm donation. And Gus, a fiercely independent
lawyer and activist, doesn't let her break-up
from her girlfriend stop her from attending New
Year's Day protests on her way to family brunch.
But the Hellinger women aren't pulling off their
roles the way they once did. Perri, increasingly
filled with rage over the lack of appreciation
from her recently unemployed husband Mike, is
engaging in a steamy text flirtation with a
college fling. Meanwhile Pia, desperate to find
someone to share in the pain and joy of raising
her three-year-old daughter Lola, can't stop
fantasizing about Donor #6103. And Gus,
heartbroken over the loss of her girlfriend, finds
herself magnetically drawn to Jeff, Mike's frat
boy of a little brother. Each woman is unable to
believe that anyone, especially her sisters, could
understand what it's like to be her. But when a
freak accident lands their mother to the hospital,
a chain of events is set in motion that will send
each Hellinger sister rocketing out of her
comfort zone, leaving her to wonder: was this
the role she was truly born to play? With The
Pretty One, author Lucinda Rosenfeld does for
siblings what she did for female friendship in I'm
So Happy for You, turning her wickedly funny
and sharply observant eye on the pleasures and
punishments of lifelong sisterhood.
Juggling the Stars - Tim Parks 2001-01-08
“Better than Silence of the Lambs . . . Macabre
fun orchestrated with immaculate precision. It’s
a killer” (Los Angeles Times). Morris Duckworth
teaches English to the pampered rich of Verona
and is not pleased. Living a meager existence in
a squalid apartment, he regards his privileged
students with envy and disdain, first wreaking
italian-ways-on-and-off-the-rails-from-milan-to-palermo

revenge by petty theft and then, like all good
criminals, graduating to grander larceny. When
one of those students, a beautiful but vapid
heiress, falls in love with him, Morris can almost
smell upward mobility. However, after the girl’s
mother—much to his chagrin—unequivocally
forbids her from seeing him, he hits upon the
perfect scheme: He convinces the besotted girl
to run off with him, then sends ransom notes to
her family. Following a frightening logic,
Morris’s subversions become deeper and darker.
Soon events are spiraling with eerie momentum
into a nightmare of deception and violence. As
Publishers Weekly observed about the
protagonist, “So deft is Parks’s dissection of
Morris’s pathology that this taut narrative gains
in suspense and surprise and sweeps to a
shocking conclusion.” “As always, Mr. Parks’s
principal strength is in his crisp, unsentimental,
grimly comic portrayal of characters on the edge
. . . Continued evidence of Mr. Parks’s edgy,
restless talent.” —The New York Times “Parks
turns up the heat, with wonderfully scary results
. . . His move into the suspense field is a
triumph.” —Kirkus Reviews
Ciao, America! - Beppe Severgnini 2003-05-13
In the wry but affectionate tradition of Bill
Bryson, Ciao, America! is a delightful look at
America through the eyes of a fiercely funny
guest—one of Italy’s favorite authors who spent
a year in Washington, D.C. When Beppe
Severgnini and his wife rented a creaky house in
Georgetown they were determined to see if they
could adapt to a full four seasons in a country
obsessed with ice cubes, air-conditioning,
recliner chairs, and, of all things, after-dinner
cappuccinos. From their first encounters with
cryptic rental listings to their back-to-Europe
yard sale twelve months later, Beppe explores
this foreign land with the self-described patience
of a mildly inappropriate beachcomber, holding
up a mirror to America’s signature manners and
mores. Succumbing to his surroundings day by
day, he and his wife find themselves developing
a taste for Klondike bars and Samuel Adams
beer, and even that most peculiar of American
institutions—the pancake house. The realtor who
waves a perfect bye-bye, the overzealous
mattress salesman who bounces from bed to
bed, and the plumber named Marx who deals in
illegally powerful showerheads are just a few of
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the better-than-fiction characters the
Severgninis encounter while foraging for clues
to the real America. A trip to the computer store
proves just as revealing as D.C.’s Fourth of July
celebration, as do boisterous waiters angling for
tips and no-parking signs crammed with a dozen
lines of fine print. By the end of his visit,
Severgnini has come to grips with life in these
United States—and written a charming, laughout-loud tribute.
Medici Money - Tim Parks 2013-08-22
The Medici are famous as the rulers of Florence
at the high point of the Renaissance. Their
power derived from the family bank, and this
book tells the fascinating, frequently bloody
story of the family and the dramatic
development and collapse of their bank (from
Cosimo who took it over in 1419 to his grandson
Lorenzo the Magnificent who presided over its
precipitous decline). The Medici faced two
apparently insuperable problems: how did a
banker deal with the fact that the Church
regarded interest as a sin and had made it
illegal? How in a small republic like Florence
could he avoid having his wealth taken away by
taxation? But the bank became indispensable to
the Church. And the family completely subverted
Florence's claims to being democratic. They ran
the city. Medici Money explores a crucial
moment in the passage from the Middle Ages to
the Modern world, a moment when our own
attitudes to money and morals were being
formed. To read this book is to understand how
much the Renaissance has to tell us about our
own world. Medici Money is one of the launch
titles in a new series, Atlas Books, edited by
James Atlas. Atlas Books pairs fine writers with
stories of the economic forces that have shaped
the world, in a new genre - the business book as
literature.
Trieste And The Meaning Of Nowhere - Jan
Morris 2009-04-29
Here's a book for lovers of all things Italian. This
city on the Adriatic has always tantalized Jan
Morris with its moodiness and changeability.
After visiting Trieste for more than half a
century, she has come to see it as a touchstone
for her interests and preoccupations: cities,
seas, empires. It has even come to reflect her
own life in its loves, disillusionments, and
memories. Her meditation on the place is
italian-ways-on-and-off-the-rails-from-milan-to-palermo

characteristically layered with history and
sprinkled with stories of famous visitors from
James Joyce to Sigmund Freud. A lyrical
travelogue, Trieste and the Meaning of Nowhere
is also superb cultural history and the
culmination of a singular career-"an elegant and
bittersweet farewell" (Boston Globe).
Sex Is Forbidden - Tim Parks 2013-10-01
Sex is forbidden at the Dasgupta Institute, the
Buddhist retreat where Beth Marriot has taken
refuge, and that’s a big advantage. Beth has
been working as a server, assisting in the
kitchen and helping out—discreetly, so the
meditators aren’t disturbed. The meditators are
making big sacrifices to come here and change
their lives. So the servers must observe the
rules, and silence and separation of the sexes
are chief among them.But Beth is fighting
demons. She came here at a crossroads in her
life, caught between an older lover who wouldn’t
choose her and a young one who wants to marry
her, and she may have caused another man’s
death when she risked her own life swimming
out to sea in a gale. A singer in a band, vital and
impulsive, fleshy and sexy, she has been a rebel
and a provocateur. And now, conflicted and
wandering, she stumbles on a diary in the men’s
dorm and cannot keep away from it, or the man
who wrote it. At the same time, desiring—all too
hard—to achieve the inner peace that Buddhist
practice promises, she yearns for the example
set by the slim, silent, white-clad teacher Mi Nu,
and maybe yearns for something more.Comic
and poignant at the same time, swiftly paced and
completely engaging, Sex Is Forbidden is an
entertaining novel about two profoundly
different attitudes to life, and Beth—our
narrator—is a character to be savored.
An Italian Education - Tim Parks 2015-01-07
A “marvelous” Mediterranean memoir of an
expatriate father raising his children in
Italy—from the author of Italian Neighbors (The
Washington Post). Tim Parks offers another
lively firsthand account of Italian society and
culture—this time focusing on all the little things
that turn an ordinary newborn infant into a true
Italian. When British-born Tim Parks heard a
mother at the beach in Pescara shout to her son,
“Alberto, don’t sweat! No you can’t go in the sea
till eleven, it’s still too cold, go and see your
cousin in row three number fifty-two,” he was
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inspired to write about parenting in Italy—which
he was doing himself at the time after adopting
the country as his own. In this humorous
memoir, Parks offers an enchanting portrait of
Italian childhood that shifts from comedy to
despair in the time it takes to sing a lullaby. The
result is “a wry, thoughtful, and often hilarious
book . . . a parable of how our children, no
matter what, are other than ourselves” (The
New Yorker). “Glimpses of Italy that are fond,
critical, pithy and penetrating.” —The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution
Italian Folk Magic - Mary-Grace Fahrun
2018-05-01
In this fascinating journey through the magical,
folkloric, and healing traditions of Italy the
reader learns uniquely Italian methods of
magical protection and divination and spells for
love, sex, control, and revenge. "Mary-Grace
Fahrun's Italian Folk Magic is an intimate
journey into the heart of Italian folk magical
practices as they are lived every day. Having
grown up in an extended Italian family in North
America and Italy, the author presents us with
the stories, characters, saints, charms, and
prayers that form the core of folk religion,
setting them in context in an authentic, down-toearth, and humorous voice. A delight to
read!"—Sabina Magliocco, Professor of
Anthropology, University of British Columbia
Italian Folk Magiccontains: magical and
religious rituals prayers divination techniques
crafting blessing rituals witchcraft The author
also explores the evil eye, known as malocchio in
Italian, explaining what it is, where it comes
from, and, crucially, how to get rid of it. This
book can help Italians regain their magical
heritage, but Italian folk magic is a beautiful,
powerful, and effective magical tradition that is
accessible to anyone who wants to learn it.
Italian Life - Tim Parks 2020-07-30
'Parks...offers detailed cultural observation,
witty yet eagle-eyed, of what makes Italians so
Italian' The Times How does Italy really work?
When Valeria travels from hot, dusty Basilicata
to begin her studies in a northern university
town, she has little idea of the kind of education
she will find there. Italian Life is her story, and
that of the students and professors around her: a
story of power and corruption, influence and
exclusion, and the workings of a society where
italian-ways-on-and-off-the-rails-from-milan-to-palermo

your connections are everything. Written with
flair and insight, Italian Life joins Tim Parks'
bestselling books about his beloved and
paradoxical adopted country. It is a gripping,
entertaining, behind-the-scenes account of how
Italy actually happens, and the ways it can
surprise those who know it inside out. 'A
satisfyingly truthful, entertaining and
provocative comedy' Daily Telegraph
Adultery and Other Diversions - Tim Parks 1999
A selection of essays reflect upon adultery,
fidelity, Europe, ghosts, magic, destiny, and
conformity
Waiting to Be Heard - Amanda Knox 2013-04-30
Amanda Knox spent four years in a foreign
prison for a crime she did not commit, as seen in
the Nexflix documentary Amanda Knox. In the
fall of 2007, the 20-year-old college coed left
Seattle to study abroad in Italy, but her life was
shattered when her roommate was murdered in
their apartment. After a controversial trial,
Amanda was convicted and imprisoned. But in
2011, an appeals court overturned the decision
and vacated the murder charge. Free at last, she
returned home to the U.S., where she has
remained silent, until now. Filled with details
first recorded in the journals Knox kept while in
Italy, Waiting to Be Heard is a remarkable story
of innocence, resilience, and courage, and of one
young woman’s hard-fought battle to overcome
injustice and win the freedom she deserved.
With intelligence, grace, and candor, Amanda
Knox tells the full story of her harrowing ordeal
in Italy—a labyrinthine nightmare of crime and
punishment, innocence and vindication—and of
the unwavering support of family and friends
who tirelessly worked to help her win her
freedom. Waiting to Be Heard includes 24 pages
of color photographs.
La Bella Figura - Beppe Severgnini 2008-11-12
Join the bestselling author of Ciao, America! on a
lively tour of modern Italy that takes you behind
the seductive face it puts on for visitors—la bella
figura—and highlights its maddening,
paradoxical true self You won’t need luggage for
this hypothetical and hilarious trip into the
hearts and minds of Beppe Severgnini’s fellow
Italians. In fact, Beppe would prefer if you left
behind the baggage his crafty and elegant
countrymen have smuggled into your
subconscious. To get to his Italia, you’ll need to
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forget about your idealized notions of Italy.
Although La Bella Figura will take you to
legendary cities and scenic regions, your real
destinations are the places where Italians are at
their best, worst, and most authentic: The
highway: in America, a red light has only one
possible interpretation—Stop! An Italian red
light doesn’t warn or order you as much as
provide an invitation for reflection. The airport:
where Italians prove that one of their virtues (an
appreciation for beauty) is really a vice. Who
cares if the beautiful girls hawking cell phones
in airport kiosks stick you with an outdated
model? That’s the price of gazing upon
perfection. The small town: which demonstrates
the Italian genius for pleasant living: “a
congenial barber . . . a well-stocked newsstand .
. . professionally made coffee and a proper pizza;
bell towers we can recognize in the distance,
and people with a kind word and a smile for
everyone.” The chaos of the roads, the anarchy
of the office, the theatrical spirit of the
hypermarkets, and garrulous train journeys; the
sensory reassurance of a church and the
importance of the beach; the solitude of the
soccer stadium and the crowded Italian
bedroom; the vertical fixations of the apartment
building and the horizontal democracy of the
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eat-in kitchen. As you venture to these and many
other locations rooted in the Italian psyche, you
realize that Beppe has become your Dante and
shown you a country that “has too much style to
be hell” but is “too disorderly to be heaven.” Ten
days, thirty places. From north to south. From
food to politics. From saintliness to sexuality.
This ironic, methodical, and sentimental
examination will help you understand why
Italy—as Beppe says—“can have you fuming and
then purring in the space of a hundred meters or
ten minutes.”
Someone Else's Love Story - Joshilyn Jackson
2013
Single mom Shandi Pierce's life takes a turn
when an enigmatic geneticist saves her and her
3-year-old genius son from an armed robber.
Four Seasons in Rome - Anthony Doerr
2008-06-10
Documents the award-winning writer's
experiences of living, working, and raising twin
sons in Rome during the year following his
receipt of a prestigious Rome Prize stipend, a
period during which he attended the vigil of the
dying John Paul II, brought his children on a
snowy visit to the Pantheon, and befriended
numerous locals. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
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