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The Scandal of Empire - Nicholas B Dirks 2009-06-30
The Scandal of Empire reveals that the conquests and exploitations of
the East India Company were critical to England's development in the
eighteenth century and beyond. In this powerfully written critique,
Nicholas Dirks shows how the empire projected its own scandalous
behavior onto India itself. By returning to the moment when the scandal
of empire became acceptable, we gain a new understanding of the
modern culture of the colonizer and the colonized and the manifold
implications for Britain, India, and the world.
Heroic imperialists in Africa - Berny Sèbe 2015-11-01
From the height of ‘New Imperialism’ until the Second World War, three
generations of heroes of the British and French empires in Africa were
selected, manufactured and packaged for consumption by a metropolitan
public eager to discover new horizons and to find comfort in the concept
of a ‘civilising mission’. This book looks at imperial heroism by examining
the legends of a dozen major colonial figures on both sides of the
Channel, revisiting the familiar stories of Livingstone, Gordon and
Kitchener from a radically new angle, and throwing light on their French
counterparts, often less famous in the Anglophone world but certainly
equally fascinating.
The Battle of the Styles - Bernard Porter 2011-03-17
The present-day Foreign Office in Whitehall is an imposing building
whose genesis is bizarre. In 1857 a competition was held to pick an
architect, which provoked a huge row between the rival 'Classical' and
'Gothic' schools, which a 'Goth' (George Gilbert Scott) won – but was
then forced to re-design in Classical. The circumstances surrounding this
fiasco furnish the starting-point for this book; which then goes on to
analyse the debate that preceded this decision, for the light it sheds on
the complex nature of British culture and society then. Among issues
raise were contemporary and conflicting understandings of Britain's (or
England's) national and imperial identities; of religion and morality; of
history, 'modernity' and 'progress'; and of class and gender. The debate
offers an unusual insight into the relationship between all these matters
and 'high culture' generally. This account of it should be of great value to
cultural and social historians, as well as to any architectural historians
interested in the broader historical context surrounding this and other
great monuments of the time.
Yes to Europe! - Robert Saunders 2018-03-15
On 5 June 1975, voters went to the polls in Britain's first national
referendum to decide whether the UK should remain in the European
Community. As in 2016, the campaign shattered old political allegiances
and triggered a far-reaching debate on Britain's place in the world. The
campaign to stay in stretched from the Conservative Party - under its
new leader, Margaret Thatcher - to the Labour government, the farming
unions and the Confederation of British Industry. Those fighting to 'Get
Britain Out' ranged from Enoch Powell and Tony Benn to Scottish and
Welsh nationalists. Footballers, actors and celebrities joined the
campaign trail, as did clergymen, students, women's groups and
paramilitaries. In a panoramic survey of 1970s Britain, this volume offers
the first modern history of the referendum, asking why voters said 'Yes to
Europe' and why the result did not, as some hoped, bring the European
debate in Britain to a close.
The Trouble with Empire - Antoinette M. Burton 2015
While imperial blockbusters fly off the shelves, there is no
comprehensive history dedicated to resistance in the 19th and 20th
century British Empire. The Trouble with Empire is the first volume to fill
this gap, offering a brief but thorough introduction to the nature and
consequences of resistance to British imperialism. Historian Antoinette
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Burton's study spans the 19th and 20th centuries, when discontented
subjects of empire made their unhappiness felt from Ireland to Canada to
India to Africa to Australasia, in direct response to incursions of military
might and imperial capitalism. The Trouble with Empire offers the first
thoroughgoing account of what British imperialism looked like from
below and of how tenuous its hold on alien populations was throughout
its long, unstable life. By taking the long view, moving across a variety of
geopolitical sites and spanning the whole of the period 1840-1955,
Burton examines the commonalities between different forms of
resistance and unveils the structural weaknesses of the British Empire.0.
The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade - Marc-William Palen 2016-02-09
Following the Second World War, the United States would become the
leading 'neoliberal' proponent of international trade liberalization. Yet
for nearly a century before, American foreign trade policy was dominated
by extreme economic nationalism. What brought about this pronounced
ideological, political, and economic about-face? How did it affect AngloAmerican imperialism? What were the repercussions for the global
capitalist order? In answering these questions, The 'Conspiracy' of Free
Trade offers the first detailed account of the controversial AngloAmerican struggle over empire and economic globalization in the mid- to
late-nineteenth century. The book reinterprets Anglo-American
imperialism through the global interplay between Victorian free-trade
cosmopolitanism and economic nationalism, uncovering how imperial
expansion and economic integration were mired in political and
ideological conflict. Beginning in the 1840s, this conspiratorial struggle
over political economy would rip apart the Republican Party, reshape the
Democratic Party, and redirect Anglo-American imperial expansion for
decades to come.
The British Empire - Philippa Levine 2019-11-25
The British Empire: Sunrise to Sunset is a broad survey of the history of
the British Empire from its beginnings to its demise that offers a
comprehensive analysis of what life was like under colonial rule, weaving
the everyday stories of people living through the experience of
colonialism into the bigger picture of empire. The experience of the
British Empire was not limited to what happened behind closed doors or
on the floor of Parliament. It affected men, women and children across
the globe, making a difference to what they ate and what kind of work
they did, what languages and lessons they learned in school, and how
they were able to live their lives. This new edition expands its coverage
and discusses the relationship between Brexit and empire as well as the
recent controversies connected to empire that have engulfed Britain: the
Windrush scandal, the fight over the Chagos Islands and the Mau Mau
lawsuits, bringing it up to date and engaging with key debates that
govern the study of empire. Painting a picture of life for all those affected
by empire and supported by maps and illustrations, this is the perfect
text for all students of imperial history.
Brave New World - Laura Beers 2011
After the First World War, Britain faced a number of challenges as it
sought to adapt to domestic conditions of mass democracy while
maintaining its position in the empire in the face of national
independence movements. As politicians at home and abroad sought to
legitimize their position, new efforts were made to conceptualize
nationality and citizenship, with attempts to engage the public using
mass media and greater emphasis on governing in the public interest.
Brave New World reappraises the domestic and imperial history of
Britain in the inter-war period, investigating how 'nation building' was
given renewed impetus by the upheavals of the First World War. The
essays in this collection address how new technologies and approaches
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to governance were used to forge new national identities both at home
and in the empire, covering a wide range of issues from the
representation of empire on film to the convergence of politics and 'star
culture'. The book is an invaluable resource for scholars of British social,
political and imperial history, as well as being of interest to the general
reader.
Empires of the Mind - Robert Gildea 2019-02-28
Prize-winning historian Robert Gildea dissects the legacy of empire for
the former colonial powers and their subjects.
Britain's Experience of Empire in the Twentieth Century - Andrew
Thompson 2012
The first systematic investigation of the impact of imperialism on
twentieth-century Britain.
Unfinished Empire - John Darwin 2013-02-12
John Darwin's After Tamerlane, a sweeping six-hundred-year history of
empires around the globe, marked him as a historian of "massive
erudition" and narrative mastery. In Unfinished Empire, he marshals his
gifts to deliver a monumental one-volume history of Britain's imperium-a
work that is sure to stand as the most authoritative, most compelling
treatment of the subject for a generation. Darwin unfurls the British
Empire's beginnings and decline and its extraordinary range of forms of
rule, from settler colonies to island enclaves, from the princely states of
India to ramshackle trading posts. His penetrating analysis offers a
corrective to those who portray the empire as either naked exploitation
or a grand "civilizing mission." Far from ever having a "master plan," the
British Empire was controlled by a range of interests often at
loggerheads with one another and was as much driven on by others'
weaknesses as by its own strength. It shows, too, that the empire was
never stable: to govern was a violent process, inevitably creating wars
and rebellions. Unfinished Empire is a remarkable, nuanced history of
the most complex polity the world has ever known, and a serious attempt
to describe the diverse, contradictory ways-from the military to the
cultural-in which empires really function. This is essential reading for
any lover of sweeping history, or anyone wishing to understand how the
modern world came into being.
The Absent-minded Imperialists - Bernard Porter 2006
The British empire was a huge enterprise. To foreigners it more or less
defined Britain in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Its
repercussions in the wider world are still with us today. It also had a
great impact on Britain herself: for example, on her economy, security,
population, and eating habits. One might expect this to have been
reflected in her society and culture. Indeed, this has now become the
conventional wisdom: that Britain was steeped in imperialism
domestically, which affected (or infected) almost everything Britons
thought, felt, and did. This is the first book to examine this assumption
critically against the broader background of contemporary British
society. Bernard Porter, a leading imperial historian, argues that the
empire had a far lower profile in Britain than it did abroad. Many Britons
could hardly have been aware of it for most of the nineteenth century
and only a small number was in any way committed to it. Between these
extremes opinions differed widely over what was even meant by the
empire. This depended largely on class, and even when people were
aware of the empire, it had no appreciable impact on their thinking about
anything else. Indeed, the influence far more often went the other way,
with perceptions of the empire being affected (or distorted) by more
powerful domestic discourses. Although Britain was an imperial nation in
this period, she was never a genuine imperial society. As well as showing
how this was possible, Porter also discusses the implications of this
attitude for Britain and her empire, and for the relationship between
culture and imperialism more generally, bringing his study up to date by
including the case of the present-day USA.
The Lion's Share - Bernard Porter 1996
This textbook combines a lively narrative of events with a number of
broad analytical themes that challenge more conventional interpretations
of British imperialism. It includes a new concluding section on the legacy
of empire.
Imperialism and Popular Culture - John M. MacKenzie 2017-03-01
Popular culture is invariably a vehicle for the dominant ideas of its age.
Never was this more true than in the late-19th and early 20th centuries,
when it reflected the nationalist and imperialist ideologies current
throughout Europe. This text examines the various media through which
nationalist ideas were conveyed in late-Victorian and Edwardian times in the theatre, "ethnic" shows, juvenile literature, education and the
iconography of popular art. Several chapters look beyond World War I,
when the most popular media, cinema and broadcasting, continued to
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convey an essentially late-19th-century world view, while government
agencies like the Empire Marketing Board sought to convince the public
of the economic value of empire. Youth organizations, which had
propagated imperialist and militarist attitudes before the war, struggled
to adapt to the new internationalist climate.
The True Flag - Stephen Kinzer 2017-01-24
The bestselling author of Overthrow and The Brothers brings to life the
forgotten political debate that set America’s interventionist course in the
world for the twentieth century and beyond. How should the United
States act in the world? Americans cannot decide. Sometimes we burn
with righteous anger, launching foreign wars and deposing governments.
Then we retreat—until the cycle begins again. No matter how often we
debate this question, none of what we say is original. Every argument is
a pale shadow of the first and greatest debate, which erupted more than
a century ago. Its themes resurface every time Americans argue whether
to intervene in a foreign country. Revealing a piece of forgotten history,
Stephen Kinzer transports us to the dawn of the twentieth century, when
the United States first found itself with the chance to dominate faraway
lands. That prospect thrilled some Americans. It horrified others. Their
debate gripped the nation. The country’s best-known political and
intellectual leaders took sides. Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge,
and William Randolph Hearst pushed for imperial expansion; Mark
Twain, Booker T. Washington, and Andrew Carnegie preached restraint.
Only once before—in the period when the United States was
founded—have so many brilliant Americans so eloquently debated a
question so fraught with meaning for all humanity. All Americans,
regardless of political perspective, can take inspiration from the titans
who faced off in this epic confrontation. Their words are amazingly
current. Every argument over America’s role in the world grows from
this one. It all starts here.
At Home with the Empire - Catherine Hall 2006-12-21
This pioneering 2006 volume addresses the question of how Britain's
empire was lived through everyday practices - in church and chapel, by
readers at home, as embodied in sexualities or forms of citizenship, as
narrated in histories - from the eighteenth century to the present.
Leading historians explore the imperial experience and legacy for those
located, physically or imaginatively, 'at home,' from the impact of empire
on constructions of womanhood, masculinity and class to its influence in
shaping literature, sexuality, visual culture, consumption and historywriting. They assess how people thought imperially, not in the sense of
political affiliations for or against empire, but simply assuming it was
there, part of the given world that had made them who they were. They
also show how empire became a contentious focus of attention at certain
moments and in particular ways. This will be essential reading for
scholars and students of modern Britain and its empire.
The Absent-minded Imperialists - Bernard Porter 2006
A controversial new study from a leading Empire historian, this work
argues that the Empire made very little impact on daily life in Victorian
Britain.
The White Man's World - Bill Schwarz 2011-10-27
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Gaming Empire in Children's British Board Games, 1836-1860 - Megan A.
Norcia 2019-03-25
Over a century before Monopoly invited child players to bankrupt one
another with merry ruthlessness, a lively and profitable board game
industry thrived in Britain from the 1750s onward, thanks to publishers
like John Wallis, John Betts, and William Spooner. As part of the new
wave of materials catering to the developing mass market of child
consumers, the games steadily acquainted future upper- and middle-class
empire builders (even the royal family themselves) with the strategies of
imperial rule: cultivating, trading, engaging in conflict, displaying, and
competing. In their parlors, these players learned the techniques of
successful colonial management by playing games such as Spooner’s A
Voyage of Discovery, or Betts’ A Tour of the British Colonies and Foreign
Possessions. These games shaped ideologies about nation, race, and
imperial duty, challenging the portrait of Britons as "absent-minded
imperialists." Considered on a continuum with children’s geography
primers and adventure tales, these games offer a new way to historicize
the Victorians, Britain, and Empire itself. The archival research
conducted here illustrates the changing disciplinary landscape of
children’s literature/culture studies, as well as nineteenth-century
imperial studies, by situating the games at the intersection of material
and literary culture.
Black Experience and the Empire - Philip D. Morgan 2004-05-27
This work explores the lives of people of sub-Saharan Africa and their
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descendants, how they were shaped by empire, and how they in turn
influenced the empire in everything from material goods to cultural style.
The black experience varied greatly across space and over time.
Accordingly, thirteen substantive essays and a scene-setting introduction
range from West Africa in the sixteenth century, through the history of
the slave trade and slavery down to the 1830s, to nineteenth- and
twentieth-century participation of blacks in the empire as workers,
soldiers, members of colonial elites, intellectuals, athletes, and
musicians. No people were more uprooted and dislocated; or travelled
more within the empire; or created more of a trans-imperial culture. In
the crucible of the British empire, blacks invented cultural mixes that
were precursors to our modern selves - hybrid, fluid, ambiguous, and
constantly in motion. SERIES DESCRIPTION The purpose of the five
volumes of the Oxford History of the British Empire was to provide a
comprehensive study of the Empire from its beginning to end, the
meaning of British imperialism for the ruled as well as the rulers, and the
significance of the British Empire as a theme in world history. The
volumes in the Companion Series carry forward this purpose by
exploring themes that were not possible to cover adequately in the main
series, and to provide fresh interpretations of significant topics
British Imperial - Bernard Porter 2015-12-18
The British Empire is often misunderstood. Judgments of it differ widely,
from broadly adulatory - a 'great' enterprise, spreading 'civilization'
through the world; to the blame that is often put on it for most of the
world's ills today, including racism, exploitation and the problems of the
Middle East. In this provocative book, Bernard Porter argues that many
of these judgments arise from some fundamental misreadings of the
nature, causes and effects of British imperialism, which was a more
complex, ambivalent and in some ways accidental phenomenon than it is
often taken to be. Drawing on his fifty years' experience of research and
writing on the subject, Porter aims to clear away many of the
misconceptions that surround the story of the British Empire's rise,
governance and fall; and to point some ways to a fairer (though not
necessarily more favourable) assessment of it. He addresses the
connections of imperialism with capitalism, racism and British domestic
culture, and ends with some reflections on the modern repercussions of
both the Empire itself, and the myths which have sprung up around it.
Gender and Empire - Philippa Levine 2007-03-29
Focusing the perspectives of gender scholarship on the study of empire,
this is an original volume full of fascinating insights about the conduct of
men as well as women. Bringing together disparate fields - politics,
medicine, sexuality, childhood, religion, migration, and many more topics
- this collection of essays demonstrates the richness of studying empire
through the lens of gender. This is a more inclusive look at empire, which
asks not only why the empire was dominated by men, but how that
domination affected the conduct of imperial politics. The fresh, new
interpretations of the British Empire offered here, will interest readers
across a wide range, demonstrating the vitality of this innovative
approach and the new historical questions it raises.
Imperial Boredom - Jeffrey A. Auerbach 2018-10-11
Imperial Boredom offers a radical reconsideration of the British Empire
during its heyday in the nineteenth century. Challenging the longestablished view that that the Empire was about adventure and
excitement, with heroic men and intrepid women settling new lands and
spreading commerce and civilization around the globe, this thoroughly
researched, engagingly written, and lavishly illustrated analysis instead
argues that boredom was central to the experience of Empire. This
volume looks at what it was actually like to sail to Australia, to serve as a
soldier in South Africa, or to accompany a colonial official to the hill
stations of India, and agrues that for numerous men and women, from
governors to convicts, explorers to tourists, the Victorian Empire was
dull and disappointing. Drawing on diaries, letters, memoirs, and
travelogues, it demonstrates that all across the empire, men and women
found the landscapes monotonous, the physical and psychological
distance from home debilitating, the routines of everyday life wearisome,
and their work unfulfilling. Ocean voyages were tedious; colonial rule
was bureaucratic; warfare was infrequent; economic opportunity was
limited; and indigenous people were largely invisible. The seventeenthcentury Empire may have been about wonder and marvel, but the
Victorian Empire was a far less exciting project.
Barbed-Wire Imperialism - Aidan Forth 2017-10-03
Introduction : Britain's empire of camps -- Concentrating the "dangerous
classes" : the cultural and material foundations of British camps -"Barbed wire deterrents" : detention and relief at Indian famine campus,
1876-1901 -- "A source of horror and dread" : plague camps in Indian and
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South Africa, 1896-1901 -- Concentrated humanity : the management and
anatomy of colonial campus, c. 1900 -- Camps in a time of war : civilian
concentration in southern Africa, 1900-1901 -- "Only matched in times of
famine and plague" : life and death in the concentration camps -- "A
system steadily perfected" : camp reform and the "new geniuses from
India", 1901-1903 -- Epilogue : Camps go global : lessons, legacies, and
forgotten solidarities
The Lion's Share - Bernard Porter 2014-06-11
As well as presenting a lively narrative of events, Bernard Porter
explores a number of broad analytical themes, challenging more
conventional and popular interpretations. He sees imperialism as a
symptom not of Britain's strength in the world, but of her decline; and he
argues that the empire itself both aggravated and obscured deep-seated
malaise in the British economy.
Empire Ways - Bernard Porter 2015-10-30
The British Empire was an astonishingly complex and varied
phenomenon, not to be reduced to any of the simple generalisations or
theories that are often taken to characterise it. One way of illustrating
this, and so conveying some of the subtle flavour of the thing itself, is to
descend from the over-arching to the particular, and describe and
discuss aspects of it in detail. This book, by the well-known imperial
historian Bernard Porter, ranges among a wide range of the events and
personalities that shaped or were shaped by British imperialism, or by its
decline in the post-war years. These include chapters on science, drugs,
battles, proconsuls, an odd assortment of imperialists including Kipling,
Lady Hester Stanhope and TE Lawrence, architecture, music, the role of
MI6 and the reputation of the Empire since its demise. Together the
chapters inform, explain, provoke, and occasionally amuse; but above all
they demonstrate the kaleidoscopic variety and ambivalence of Britain s
imperial history."
Ireland and the British Empire - Kevin Kenny 2004-05-27
Modern Irish history was determined by the rise, expansion, and decline
of the British Empire. And British imperial history, from the age of
Atlantic expansion to the age of decolonization, was moulded in part by
Irish experience. But the nature of Ireland's position in the Empire has
always been a matter of contentious dispute. Was Ireland a sister
kingdom and equal partner in a larger British state? Or was it, because
of its proximity and strategic importance, the Empire's mostsubjugated
colony? Contemporaries disagreed strongly on these questions, and
historians continue to do so. Questions of this sort can only be answered
historically: Ireland's relationship with Britain and the Empire developed
and changed over time, as did the Empire itself. This book offers the
firstcomprehensive history of the subject from the early modern era
through the contemporary period. The contributors seek to specify the
nature of Ireland's entanglement with empire over time: from the
conquest and colonization of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
through the consolidation of Ascendancy rule in the eighteenth, the Act
of Union in the period 1801-1921, the emergence of an Irish Free State
and Republic, and eventual withdrawal from the British Commonwealth
in 1948. They alsoconsider the participation of Irish people in the Empire
overseas, as soldiers, administrators, merchants, migrants, and
missionaries; the influence of Irish social, administrative, and
constitutional precedents in other colonies; and the impact of Irish
nationalism and independence on the Empire atlarge. The result is a new
interpretation of Irish history in its wider imperial context which is also
filled with insights on the origins, expansion, and decline of the British
Empire.This book offers the first comprehensive history of Ireland and
the British Empire from the early modern era through the contemporary
period. The contributors examine each phase of Ireland's entanglement
with the Empire, from conquest and colonisation to independence, along
with the extensive participation of Irish people in the Empire overseas,
and the impact of Irish politics and nationalism on other British colonies.
The result is a new interpretation of Irish history in its wider
imperialcontext which is also filled with insights on the origins,
expansion, and decline of the British Empire.SERIES DESCRIPTIONThe
purpose of the five volumes of the Oxford History of the British Empire
was to provide a comprehensive study of the Empire from its beginning
to end, the meaning of British imperialism for the ruled as well as the
rulers, and the significance of the British Empire as a theme in world
history. The volumes in the Companion Series carry forward this purpose
by exploring themes that were not possible to cover adequately in the
main series, and to provide fresh interpretations of significanttopics.
Scandal of Colonial Rule - James Epstein 2012-03-22
A dramatic history of the British public's confrontation with the iniquities
of nineteenth-century colonial rule. James Epstein uses the trial of the
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first governor of Trinidad for the torture of a freewoman of color to
reassess the nature of British colonialism and the ways in which empire
troubled the metropolitan imagination.
British Imperial - Bernard Porter 2015-10-09
The British Empire is often misunderstood. Judgments of it differ widely,
from broadly adulatory - a 'great' enterprise, spreading 'civilization'
through the world; to the blame that is often put on it for most of the
world's ills today, including racism, exploitation and the problems of the
Middle East. In this provocative book, Bernard Porter argues that many
of these judgments arise from some fundamental misreadings of the
nature, causes and effects of British imperialism, which was a more
complex, ambivalent and in some ways accidental phenomenon than it is
often taken to be. Drawing on his fifty years' experience of research and
writing on the subject, Porter aims to clear away many of the
misconceptions that surround the story of the British Empire's rise,
governance and fall; and to point some ways to a fairer (though not
necessarily more favourable) assessment of it. He addresses the
connections of imperialism with capitalism, racism and British domestic
culture, and ends with some reflections on the modern repercussions of
both the Empire itself, and the myths which have sprung up around it.
The Ordeal of Elizabeth Marsh - Linda Colley 2009-01-21
In this remarkable reconstruction of an eighteenth-century woman's
extraordinary and turbulent life, historian Linda Colley not only tells the
story of Elizabeth Marsh, one of the most distinctive travelers of her
time, but also opens a window onto a radically transforming world.Marsh
was conceived in Jamaica, lived in London, Gibraltar, and Menorca,
visited the Cape of Africa and Rio de Janeiro, explored eastern and
southern India, and was held captive at the court of the sultan of
Morocco. She was involved in land speculation in Florida and in
international smuggling, and was caught up in three different slave
systems. She was also a part of far larger histories. Marsh's lifetime saw
new connections being forged across nations, continents, and oceans by
war, empire, trade, navies, slavery, and print, and these developments
shaped and distorted her own progress and the lives of those close to
her. Colley brilliantly weaves together the personal and the epic in this
compelling story of a woman in world history.
The Empire Strikes Back? - Andrew S. Thompson 2014-09-11
`The Empire Strikes Back' will inject the empire back into the domestic
history of modern Britain. In the nineteenth century and for much of the
twentieth century, Britain's empire was so large that it was truly the
global superpower. Much of Africa, Asia and America had been
subsumed. Britannia's tentacles had stretched both wide and deep.
Culture, Religion, Health, Sexuality, Law and Order were all impacted in
the dominated countries. `The Empire Strikes Back' shows how the
dependent states were subsumed and then hit back, affecting in turn
England itself.
Learning Empire - Erik Grimmer-Solem 2019-09-26
The First World War marked the end point of a process of German
globalization that began in the 1870s. Learning Empire looks at German
worldwide entanglements to recast how we interpret German
imperialism, the origins of the First World War, and the rise of Nazism.
Intersections of Gender, Class, and Race in the Long Nineteenth
Century and Beyond - Barbara Leonardi 2018-12-29
This book explores the intersections of gender with class and race in the
construction of national and imperial ideologies and their fluid
transformation from the Romantic to the Victorian period and beyond,
exposing how these cultural constructions are deeply entangled with the
family metaphor. For example, by examining the re-signification of the
“angel in the house” and the deviant woman in the context of unstable or
contingent masculinities and across discourses of class and nation, the
volume contributes to a more nuanced understanding of British cultural
constructions in the long nineteenth century. The central idea is to
unearth the historical roots of the family metaphor in the construction of
national and imperial ideologies, and to uncover the interests served by
its specific discursive formation. The book explores both male and female
stereotypes, enabling a more perceptive comparison, enriched with a
nuanced reflection on the construction and social function of class.
Visions of empire - Brad Beaven 2017-02-01
The emergence of a vibrant imperial culture in British society from the
1890s both fascinated and appalled contemporaries. It has also
consistently provoked controversy among historians. This book offers a
ground-breaking perspective on how imperial culture was disseminated.
It identifies the important synergies that grew between a new civic
culture and the wider imperial project. Beaven shows that the ebb and
flow of imperial enthusiasm was shaped through a fusion of local
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patriotism and a broader imperial identity. Imperial culture was neither
generic nor unimportant but was instead multi-layered and recast to
capture the concerns of a locality. The book draws on a rich seam of
primary sources from three representative English cities. These case
studies are considered against an extensive analysis of seminal and
current historiography. This renders the book invaluable to those
interested in the fields of imperialism, social and cultural history, popular
culture, historical geography and urban history.
Propaganda and Empire - John M. MacKenzie 2017-03-01
It has been said that the British Empire, on which the sun never set,
meant little to the man in the street. Apart from the jingoist eruptions at
the death of Gordon or the relief of Mafeking he remained stonily
indifferent to the imperial destiny that beckoned his rulers so alluringly.
Strange, then that for three-quarters of a century it was scarcely possible
to buy a bar of soap or a tin of biscuits without being reminded of the
idea of Empire. Packaging, postcards, music hall, cinema, boy's stories
and school books, exhibitions and parades, all conveyed the message that
Empire was an adventure and an ennobling responsibility. Army and
navy were a sure shield for the mother country and the subject peoples
alike. Boys' brigades and Scouts stiffened the backbone of youth who
flocked to join. In this illuminating study John M. Mackenzie explores the
manifestations of the imperial idea, from the trappings of royalty through
writers like G. A. Henty to the humble cigarette card. He shows that it
was so powerful and pervasive that it outlived the passing of Empire
itself and, as events such as the Falklands 'adventure' showed, the
embers continue to smoulder.
The Lion's Share - Bernard Porter 2004
This textbook combines a lively narrative of events with a number of
broad analytical themes that challenge more conventional interpretations
of British imperialism, including a new concluding section on the legacy
of empire.
Critics of Empire - Bernard Porter 2007-12-15
The notion of 'empire' has been at the forefront of world politics for over
a century. Bernard Porter's landmark work traces the critical response to
the British imperial project in the years leading up to World War I.
Imperial adventures, including the intervention in Egypt and the AngloBoer War, together with the jingoistic clamour that surrounded them,
attracted powerful hostility as well as support. "Criticism of Empire" is
the subject of Porter's stimulating book. Long regarded as the classic
account, the author has now added a substantial new Introduction. He
demonstrates the power and influence of major critics such as J.A.
Hobson - the acknowledged creator of the 'capitalist theory' of
imperialism - E.D. Morel and Mary Kingsley and of organisations like the
Congo Reform Association. With themes which are also highly relevant to
the present day discourse on the American 'empire', this book will prove
essential reading for all students of imperial and international history.
Burdens of History - Antoinette Burton 2000-11-09
In this study of British middle-class feminism in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, Antoinette Burton explores an important but
neglected historical dimension of the relationship between feminism and
imperialism. Demonstrating how feminists in the United Kingdom
appropriated imperialistic ideology and rhetoric to justify their own right
to equality, she reveals a variety of feminisms grounded in notions of
moral and racial superiority. According to Burton, Victorian and
Edwardian feminists such as Josephine Butler, Millicent Garrett Fawcett,
and Mary Carpenter believed that the native women of colonial India
constituted a special 'white woman's burden.' Although there were a
number of prominent Indian women in Britain as well as in India working
toward some of the same goals of equality, British feminists relied on
images of an enslaved and primitive 'Oriental womanhood' in need of
liberation at the hands of their emancipated British 'sisters.' Burton
argues that this unquestioning acceptance of Britain's imperial status
and of Anglo-Saxon racial superiority created a set of imperial feminist
ideologies, the legacy of which must be recognized and understood by
contemporary feminists.
Whitewashing Britain - Kathleen Paul 2018-09-05
Kathleen Paul challenges the usual explanation for the racism of postwar British policy. According to standard historiography, British public
opinion forced the Conservative government to introduce legislation
stemming the flow of dark-skinned immigrants and thereby altering an
expansive nationality policy that had previously allowed all British
subjects free entry into the United Kingdom. Paul's extensive archival
research shows, however, that the racism of ministers and senior
functionaries led rather than followed public opinion. In the late 1940s,
the Labour government faced a birthrate perceived to be in decline,
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massive economic dislocations caused by the war, a huge national debt,
severe labor shortages, and the prospective loss of international
preeminence. Simultaneously, it subsidized the emigration of Britons to
Australia, Canada, and other parts of the Empire, recruited Irish citizens
and European refugees to work in Britain, and used regulatory changes
to dissuade British subjects of color from coming to the United Kingdom.
Paul contends post-war concepts of citizenship were based on a
contradiction between the formal definition of who had the right to enter
Britain and the informal notion of who was, or could become, really
British. Whitewashing Britain extends this analysis to contemporary
issues, such as the fierce engagement in the Falklands War and the
curtailment of citizenship options for residents of Hong Kong. Paul finds
the politics of citizenship in contemporary Britain still haunted by a
mixture of imperial, economic, and demographic imperatives.
Colonial Capitalism and the Dilemmas of Liberalism - Onur Ulas
Ince 2018-03-16
By the mid-nineteenth century, Britain celebrated its possession of a
unique "empire of liberty" that propagated the rule of private property,
free trade, and free labor across the globe. The British also knew that
their empire had been built by conquering overseas territories, trading
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slaves, and extorting tribute from other societies. Set in the context of
the early-modern British Empire, Colonial Capitalism and the Dilemmas
of Liberalism paints a striking picture of these tensions between the
illiberal origins of capitalism and its liberal imaginations in metropolitan
thought. Onur Ulas Ince combines an analysis of political economy and
political theory to examine the impact of colonial economic relations on
the development of liberal thought in Britain. He shows how a liberal
self-image for the British Empire was constructed in the face of the
systematic expropriation, exploitation, and servitude that built its
transoceanic capitalist economy. The resilience of Britain's self-image
was due in large part to the liberal intellectuals of empire, such as John
Locke, Edmund Burke, and Edward Gibbon Wakefield, and their efforts
to disavow the violent transformations that propelled British colonial
capitalism. Ince forcefully demonstrates that liberalism as a language of
politics was elaborated in and through the political economic debates
around the contested meanings of private property, market exchange,
and free labor. Weaving together intellectual history, critical theory, and
colonial studies, this book is a bold attempt to reconceptualize the
historical relationship between capitalism, liberalism, and empire in a
way that continues to resonate with our present moment.
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