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Shi'i Islam and Identity - Lloyd Ridgeon 2012-10-23
From the Civil War in Lebanon to the Iranian Revolution of 1978-79, from
the dismantling of the Ba'athist regime in Iraq to the virtual splintering
of the country; and from the chaos in Afghanistan to the victimisation of
the Hazaras by the Taliban. Shi'i communities around the world have
suffered from wars, revolutions and hostility. These problems, in
different ways, have all involved a configuration of complicated events, a
heritage of historical factors and interntional power politics that defy
simplistic explanations. Here, Lloyd Ridgeon brings together an
investigation of the nature of contemporary Shi'ism. He and his
collaborators here focus on the creation of identities- showing the
diversity of thought within the Shi'i world. They demonstrate the
transnational nature of Shi'i networs and the forces of tradition and
modernity influencing current developments in Shi'i identity both in the
Middle East and in the West. This volume looks at both the attempts of
authorities to construct a cohesive Shi'i identity (by using, for example,
Iranian school books as an indicator of sanctioned facets of what it
means to be Iranian) as well as the ways in which identity is created and
shii-islam-and-identity-religion-politics-and-change-in-the-global-muslim-community-library-of-modern-religion

developed by minority groups in the Diaspora. It also offers an analysis of
the Hazaras of Afghanistan- so often overlooked when attempts to
understand Afghanistan are made. It is this ethnic minority, which was so
marginalised and victimised under the Taliban that offers an example of
the trend of the rise of Islamism amongst the Shi'a. Moreover, by looking
further afield to the Shi'a of Senegal, and asking the question of whether
the Alevis of Turkey comprise part of the global Shi'i community, this
book emphasizes the ways in which traditional patterns of social
organisation are being transformed. Shi'i Islam and Identity highlights
these global networks, and shows that it is inaccurate to speak of a 'Shi'i
Crescnt'; rather, Shi'i worlds range from Senegal, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Lebanon, Iran and Iraq, to Turkey, Albania and to European capitals such
as London and Berlin. This book is thus of interest to those looking at
modern religion and its contemporary forms, as well as those
researching Shi'ism more specifically.
The Politics of Religion, Nationalism, and Identity in Asia - Jeff Kingston
2019-07-30
This comprehensive book provides a comparative analysis of religious
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nationalism in globalized Asia. Through a rich variety of thematic case
studies, Kingston explores the nexus of religion, identity, and nationalism
across the region. He focuses on how religious sentiments influence how
people express nationalism, often with extreme and tragic results.
Sunnis and Shi'a - Laurence Lou?r 2020-02-04
"This book is a historical and sociological reading of the relation between
Sunnis and Shias from the inception of the dispute for Mohammed's
succession until today. It is divided in two parts. The first part offers a
comprehensive history of the divide. It shows how Shiism was, during
much of the Middle Ages, the main contestation ideology of the
caliphate, but also how Sunnism and Shiism converged as Shiism
progressively ceased to be an esoteric and politically radical doctrine to
espouse a number of tenets of mainstream Islam. It shows the political
dynamics that runs beneath theological debates and, in particular, how
the Sunni/Shia conflict was revived when the Safavids made Shiism an
official state religion on the model of Sunnism. On the contrary, when
faced with the colonial challenge, Sunni and Shia reformists closed ranks
and collaborated. The second part of the book offers a socio-historical
account of some national contexts in which the Sunni/Shia divide shapes
the society and the politics: Iraq, Bahrain, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Yemen and Lebanon. It shows that in each of these countries the
sectarian divide is shaped by very specific historical and social
circumstances. Sunni and Shia identities are associated with ethnic,
regional, statutory and economic identities. In most cases the relations
between Sunnis and Shias are shaped by typical majority/minority
dynamics. They can lead to conflict but dynamics of emulation often
emerges from conflicts, which are particularly obvious when Sunni and
Shia Islamic movements compete"-Vanguard of the Imam - Afshon Ostovar 2016
"Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the
Middle East today, but remain poorly understood to outside observers. In
Vanguard of the Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written the first
comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of the
Guards in the contexts of Shiite Islam, Iranian history, and international
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affairs, Ostovar takes a multifaceted approach in demystifying the
organization and detailing its evolution since 1979. The book documents
the Guards transformation into a power-player and explores why the
group matters now more than ever to regional and global affairs. It is
simultaneously a history of modern Iran, and an engrossing entryway
into the complex world of war, politics, and identity in the Middle East"-Shi'a Islam in Colonial India - Justin Jones 2011-10-24
Interest in Shi'ism Islam has increased greatly in recent years, although
Shi'ism in the Indian subcontinent has remained largely underexplored.
Focusing on the influential Shi'a minority of Lucknow and the United
Provinces, a region that was largely under Shi'a rule until 1856, this
book traces the history of Indian Shi'ism through the colonial period
toward Independence in 1947. Drawing on a range of new sources,
including religious writing, polemical literature, and clerical biography, it
assesses seminal developments including the growth of Shi'a religious
activism, madrasa education, missionary activity, ritual innovation, and
the politicization of the Shi'a community. As a consequence of these
significant religious and social transformations, a Shi'a sectarian identity
developed that existed in separation from rather than in interaction with
its Sunni counterparts. In this way the painful birth of modern
sectarianism was initiated, the consequences of which are very much
alive in South Asia today. The book makes a significant contribution to
the global history of Shi'ism, and to understandings of inner-Islamic
conflicts in the colonial and post-colonial worlds.
Political Thought in Contemporary Shi‘a Islam - Farah W. Kawtharani
2019-11-11
This book offers an intellectual history of one of the leading Shi’i thinkers
and religious leaders of the 20th-century in Lebanon, Shaykh Muhammad
Mahdi Shams al-Din. The author examines his role as the foremost figure
of Shi’i intellectual life, a key associate of Musa al-Sadr, and president of
the Islamic Shi‘i Supreme Council of Lebanon, having maintained the
independence of this institution until his death from the domination of
Shi‘i political parties. The core of the book consists of three interrelated
main themes that constitute the major threads of Shams al-Din’s
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intellectual legacy: a discussion of Islamic government involving a
critique of Khomeini’s theory of wilāyat al-faqīh, the role of Islam within
civil government, and the necessity for political integration of the Shi‘a
in their Arab nation-states to protect them from policies that raise doubts
over their political allegiance to their respective countries. The project
will appeal to scholars, students, academics, and researchers in Middle
Eastern politics and history.
Religion and Politics in the Middle East - Robert D. Lee 2018-04-19
This innovative book analyses the relationship between religion and
politics in the Middle East through a comparative study of five countries:
Egypt, Israel, Turkey, Iran, and Saudi Arabia. Robert D. Lee examines
each country in terms of four domains in which state and religion
necessarily interact: national identity, ideology, institutions, and political
culture. In each domain he considers contradictory hypotheses, some of
them asserting that religion is a positive force for political development
and others identifying it as an obstacle. Among the questions the book
confronts: Is secularization a necessary prerequisite for democratic
development? How is it and why is it that religion and politics are so
deeply entangled in these five countries? And, why is it that all five
countries differ so markedly in the way they identify themselves and use
religion for political purposes? The book argues that the nature of
religious organization and practice in the Middle East must be
understood in the context of individual nation states. The second edition
is updated throughout and includes an entirely new chapter discussing
the political and religious climate in Saudi Arabia. Earlier introductory
analysis has been condensed to make room for new material, and
chronologies at the end of each chapter have been added to help
students understand the broader context. The second edition of Religion
and Politics in the Middle East is a robust addition to courses on the
Middle East.
The Shi‘a in Modern South Asia - Justin Jones 2015-05-14
""Explores various Shi'i communities across South Asia, revealing the
many forms of Shi'i religion within this important region, and examining
the responses of these communities to the many transformations of the
shii-islam-and-identity-religion-politics-and-change-in-the-global-muslim-community-library-of-modern-religion

modern world"--Provided by publisher"-Shi'ism in America - Liyakat Nathani Takim 2011-09
Provides an overview of America's Shi'i community, tracing its history,
describing its composition in the twenty-first century, and explaining
how they have created an identity for themselves in the American
context.
The Origins of the Shīʻa - Najam Iftikhar Haider 2014
"The Sunnī-Shī'a schism is often framed as a dispute over the identity of
the successor to Muhammad. In reality, however, this fracture only
materialized a century later in the important southern Iraqi city of Kūfa
(present-day Najaf). This book explores the birth and development of
Shī'ī identity. Through a critical analysis of legal texts, whose provenance
has only recently been confirmed, the study shows how the early Shī'a
carved out independent religious and social identities through specific
ritual practices and within separate sacred spaces. In this way, the book
addresses two seminal controversies in the study of early Islam, namely
the dating of Shī'ī identity and the means by which the Shī'a
differentiated themselves from mainstream Kūfan society. This is an
important, original and path-breaking book that marks a significant
development in the study of early Islamic society"--Back cover.
Beyond Sunni and Shia - Frederic Wehrey 2018-02-01
This collection seeks to advance our understanding of intra-Islamic
identity conflict during a period of upheaval in the Middle East. Instead
of treating distinctions between and within Sunni and Shia Islam as
primordial and immutable, it examines how political economy,
geopolitics, domestic governance, social media, non- and sub-state
groups, and clerical elites have affected the transformation and diffusion
of sectarian identities. Particular attention is paid to how conflicts over
distribution of political and economic power have taken on a sectarian
quality, and how a variety of actors have instrumentalized sectarianism.
The volume, covering Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and the Gulf,
Iran, and Egypt, includes contributors from a broad array of disciplines
including political science, history, sociology, and Islamic studies.
Beyond Sunni and Shia draws on extensive fieldwork and primary
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sources to offer insights that are empirically rich and theoretically
grounded, but also accessible for policy audiences and the informed
public.
Shi'ite Lebanon - Roschanack Shaery-Eisenlohr 2011
Annotation By providing a new framework for understanding Shi'ite
national politics in Lebanon, Roschanack Shaery-Eisenlohr recasts the
relationship between religion and nationalism in the Middle East.
The Routledge Handbook of Religion, Politics and Ideology - Jeffrey
Haynes 2021-08-15
This comprehensive handbook examines relationships between religion,
politics and ideology, with a focus on several world religions —
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and Judaism — in a variety of
contexts, regions and countries. Relationships between religion, politics
and ideology help mould people’s attitudes about the way that political
systems, both domestically and internationally, are organised and
operate. While conceptually separate, religion, politics and ideology often
become intertwined and as a result their relationships evolve over time.
This volume brings together a number of expert contributors who
explore a wide range of topical and controversial issues, including
gender, nationalism, communism, fascism, populism and Islamism. Such
topics inform the overall aim of the handbook: to provide a
comprehensive summary of the relationships between religion, politics
and ideology, including basic issues and new approaches. This handbook
is a major research resource for students, researchers and professionals
from various disciplinary backgrounds, including religious studies,
political science, international relations, and sociology.
Armenian Christians in Iran - James Barry 2018-10-11
Examines Iran's Armenian community, shedding light on MuslimChristian relations in Iran since the 1979 revolution.
Shi'a Islam in Colonial India - Justin Jones 2011-10-24
Interest in Shi'a Islam has increased greatly in recent years, although
Shi'ism in the Indian subcontinent has remained largely underexplored.
Focusing on the influential Shi'a minority of Lucknow and the United
Provinces, a region that was largely under Shi'a rule until 1856, this
shii-islam-and-identity-religion-politics-and-change-in-the-global-muslim-community-library-of-modern-religion

book traces the history of Indian Shi'ism through the colonial period
toward independence in 1947. Drawing on a range of new sources,
including religious writing, polemical literature and clerical biography, it
assesses seminal developments including the growth of Shi'a religious
activism, madrasa education, missionary activity, ritual innovation and
the politicization of the Shi'a community. As a consequence of these
significant religious and social transformations, a Shi'a sectarian identity
developed that existed in separation from rather than in interaction with
its Sunni counterparts. In this way the painful birth of modern
sectarianism was initiated, the consequences of which are very much
alive in South Asia today.
The Charismatic Community - Maria Massi Dakake 2012-02-01
Looks at the emergence of Shiism as a distinct communal identity within
Islam.
The New Sectarianism - Geneive Abdo 2017
The ensuing clash--between Islamism and Nationalism, Shi'a and Sunni,
and other factions within these communities-Political Islam, World Politics and Europe - Bassam Tibi 2008-03-25
This book is concerned with political Islam and in particular the global
challenges posed by Islamists and Jihadists.
Shi'i Islam - Najam Haider 2014-08-11
This book examines the development of Shi'i Islam through the lenses of
belief, narrative, and memory.
Book Review of "Shi’a Islam: From Religion to Revolution" by
Heinz Halm - Sophie Duhnkrack 2009-06-06
Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2009 in the subject Theology - Comparative
Religion Studies, grade: 96, Ben Gurion University, course: Formation of
Islam, language: English, abstract: Professor Heinz Halm’s work Shi’a
Islam: From Religion to Revolution deals with the origins and
developments of Shi’ism in general and the Shi’i history of Iran, with
special attention paid to the Iranian Revolution, which gave rise to the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Professor Halm’s study aims to synthesize these
two major thematic blocks which are located in quite distant historical
periods. Within the analysis of Shi’ism the author depicts the major
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rituals and their history, utilizing travelogues and descriptions of majorly
European observers. He compares and examines historical processes
which led to the revolution, as well as the revolution itself and its
outcome on the basis of previously described characteristics of Shi’ism. .
Firstly this article will give a short presentation of the book’s structure
and a summary of its contents. Further on, it will compare the work with
Jonathan Berkey’s The Formation of Islam and Ervand Abrahamian’s
Khomeinism: Essays of the Islamic Republic of Iran in order to examine
different approaches and interpretations of various issues covered by all
three works. Successively the article will focus on the methodology, the
use of sources and the style of Shi’a Islam and it will conclude with some
criticism and suggestions for further reading in this field.
Religion, National Identity, and Confessional Politics in Lebanon R. Rabil 2011-09-12
Against a background of weak and contested national identity and
capricious interaction between religious affiliation and confessional
politics, this book illustrates in detailed analysis this "comprehensive"
project of Islamism according to its ideological and practical evolutionary
change.
A History of Islamic Societies - Ira M. Lapidus 2014-10-13
This new edition of one of the most widely used course books on Islamic
civilizations around the world has been substantially revised to
incorporate the new scholarship and insights of the last twenty-five
years. Ira Lapidus' history explores the beginnings and transformations
of Islamic civilizations in the Middle East and details Islam's worldwide
diffusion. The history is divided into four parts. Part I is a comprehensive
account of pre-Islamic late antiquity; the beginnings of Islam; the early
Islamic empires; and Islamic religious, artistic, legal and intellectual
cultures. Part II deals with the construction in the Middle East of Islamic
religious communities and states to the fifteenth century. Part III
includes the history to the nineteenth century of Islamic North Africa and
Spain; the Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires; and other Islamic
societies in Asia and Africa. Part IV accounts for the impact of European
commercial and imperial domination on Islamic societies and traces the
shii-islam-and-identity-religion-politics-and-change-in-the-global-muslim-community-library-of-modern-religion

development of the modern national state system and the simultaneous
Islamic revival from the early nineteenth century to the present.
Reaching for Power - Yitzhak Nakash 2006
A Shi'i-led reformation -- The burden of the past -- Containment politics
in the Persian Gulf -- The struggle for power in Iraq -- The revival of
Shi'ism in Lebanon -- Between aspirations and reality.
Religion, Politics, and Identity in a Changing South Africa - Abdulkader
Tayob, Wolfram Weisse, David Chidester
What is the role of religion in society? In the wake of September 11,
public intellectuals provided easy answers. According to some, religion
was the problem, others commented, religion was the solution.
Generally, public debate about the force of religion in society has been
organized by either/or propositions. Religion is a force for either freedom
or bondage, for either peace or war, for either mutual recognition or
antagonistic polarization. Analysis of religion and social change has also
tended to be framed in terms of oppositions that inform research
agendas and public policy. In this book, authors from South Africa, the
United States of America, the Netherlands, and Germany test these
oppositions.
Cities and Islamisms - Bülent Batuman 2020-12-21
This book sheds light on a particular facet of the link between politics
and Islam through the analysis of the relationship between Islamism and
the built environment. The relationship between Islam and politics has
always been controversial, yet it has possibly never been as controversial
as it is at the time of writing. This new edited volume sets out to explore
the interactions between Islamisms and the built environment through
issues such as: spatial negotiations between nation and Islam in the
definition of national identity; everyday spaces and the making of Islamic
milieus; the role of Islam in the making (and/or remaking) of state
ideology via architecture and urban planning; the influence of
globalization and transnational links on the spatial manifestations of
Islam(ism); and transnational architectural exchanges through global
Islam. It expands on these issues through case studies analysing the role
of the built environment and the urban realm as major media in the
5/10

Downloaded from

test.unicaribe.edu.doon by guest

making of Islamist politics. The case studies incorporate manifestations
in Muslim-dominated countries, including those where Islam has been at
the heart of state ideology (Pakistan and Brunei), those with influential
grassroots Islamist networks (pre-revolutionary Iran and Indonesia),
those that identify with Islam through global exchanges (United Arab
Emirates, Kazakhstan and Turkey) and countries where Islam is an
increasingly significant reference utilized by political actors (Algeria and
Lebanon). This book will appeal to students and scholars of architecture,
urban studies and cultural studies, as well as those interested in the
social and political aspects of the built environment.
Ismailism and Islam in Modern South Asia - Soumen Mukherjee
2017-02-07
This book explores the evolution of a Shia Ismaili identity in late colonial
South Asia.
The Oxford History of Islam - John L. Esposito 2000-04-06
Lavishly illustrated with over 300 pictures, including more than 200 in
full color, The Oxford History of Islam offers the most wide-ranging and
authoritative account available of the second largest--and fastest
growing--religion in the world. John L. Esposito, Editor-in-Chief of the
four-volume Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, has
gathered together sixteen leading scholars, both Muslim and nonMuslim, to examine the origins and historical development of Islam--its
faith, community, institutions, sciences, and arts. Beginning in the preIslamic Arab world, the chapters range from the story of Muhammad and
his Companions, to the development of Islamic religion and culture and
the empires that grew from it, to the influence that Islam has on today's
world. The book covers a wide array of subjects, casting light on topics
such as the historical encounter of Islam and Christianity, the role of
Islam in the Mughal and Ottoman empires, the growth of Islam in
Southeast Asia, China, and Africa, the political, economic, and religious
challenges of European imperialism in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, and Islamic communities in the modern Western world. In
addition, the book offers excellent articles on Islamic religion, art and
architecture, and sciences as well as bibliographies. Events in the
shii-islam-and-identity-religion-politics-and-change-in-the-global-muslim-community-library-of-modern-religion

contemporary world have led to an explosion of interest and scholarly
work on Islam. Written for the general reader but also appealing to
specialists, The Oxford History of Islam offers the best of that recent
scholarship, presented in a readable style and complemented by a rich
variety of illustrations.
Shi'a Minorities in the Contemporary World - Oliver Scharbrodt
2020-06-18
Global migration flows in the 20th century have seen the emergence of
Muslim diaspora and minority communities in Europe, North America
and other parts of the world. This book offers a set of new comparative
perspectives on the experiences of Shi'a Muslim minorities outside the
so-called Muslim heartland (Middle East, North Africa, Central and
South Asia). It looks at Shiʻa minority communities in Europe, North and
South America, Sub-Saharan Africa and East Asia and discusses the
particular challenges these communities face as "a minority within a
minority"-Islam, Education, and Reform in Southern Thailand - Joseph Chinyong
Liow 2009
"This is a remarkable piece of scholarship that illuminates general and
specific tendencies in Islamic education in South Thailand. Armed with
an enormous amount of rich empirical detail and an elegant writing style,
the author debunks the simplistic Orientalist conceptions of Wahhabi and
Salafi influences on Islamic education in South Thailand. This work will
be a state-of-the-art source for understanding the role of Islam and the
ongoing conflict in this troubled region of Southeast Asia. The book is
significant for those scholars who are attempting to understand Muslim
communities in Southeast Asia, and also for those who want deep
insights into Islamic education and its influence in any area of the
Islamic world." - Raymond Scupin, Professor of Anthropology and
International Studies Lindenwood University, USA "Few books address
the sensitive issue of Islamic education with empathy as well as critical
distance as Joseph C. Liow's Islam, Education, and Reform in Southern
Thailand. He examines global networks of religious learning within a
local Thai as well as regional Asian context by brilliantly revealing the
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intersections between religion, politics and modernity in an accessible
and illuminating manner. Traditional educational institutions rarely
receive such sensitive and balanced treatment. Liow's book is a tour de
force and mandatory reading for policy-makers, academics and all of
those interested in current affairs." - Ebrahim Moosa, Associate
Professor of Islamic Studies, Department of Religion, Associate Director,
Duke Islamic Studies Center (DISC), Duke University, USA "Islam,
Education, and Reform in Southern Thailand is Joseph Chinyong Liow's
critical attempt to map out the reflexive questioning, locations of
authority, dynamics and contestations within the Muslim community over
what constitutes Islamic knowledge and education. Through the optics of
Islamic education in Southern Thailand, Liow manages to brilliantly
portray the ways in which Muslim minority negotiate their lives in the
local context of violence and the global context of crisis of modernity." Chaiwat Satha-Anand, Senior Research Scholar, Thailand Research
Fund, Author of The Life of this World: Negotiated Muslim Lives in Thai
Society
Transnational Shia Politics - Laurence Louer 2012-02-28
This book illuminates the historical origins and present situation of
militant Shia transnational networks by focusing on three key countries
in the Gulf, Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, whose Shia Islamic groups
are the offspring of Iraqi movements. The reshaping of the area's
geopolitics after the Gulf War and the fall of Saddam Hussein in April
2003 have had a profound impact on transnational Shiite networks,
pushing them to focus on national issues in the context of new political
opportunities. For example, from being fierce opponents of the Saudi
monarchy, Saudi Shiite militants have tended to become upholders of the
Al-Sa'ud dynasty.The question remains, however, how deeply in society
have these new beliefs taken root? Can Shiites be Saudi or Bahraini
patriots? Louer concludes her book by analysing the transformation of
the Shia' movements' relation to central religious authority, the marja',
who reside either in Iraq and Iran. This is all the more problematic when
the marja' is also the head of a state, as with Ali Khamenei of Iran, who
has many followers in Bahrain and Kuwait.
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Shi'a Minorities in the Contemporary World - Scharbrodt Oliver
Scharbrodt 2020-06-18
Global migrations flows in the 20th century have seen the emergence of
Muslim diaspora and minority communities in Europe, North America
and other parts of the world. While there is a growing body of research
on Muslim minorities in various regional contexts, the particular
experiences of Shi'a Muslim minorities across the globe has only
received scant attention.This book offers new comparative perspectives
of Shi'a minorities outside of the so-called 'Muslim heartland' (the Middle
East, North Africa, Central and South Asia). It includes contributions on
Shi'a minority communities in Europe, North and South America, SubSaharan Africa and East Asia that emerged out of migration from the
Middle East and South Asia in the 20th and 21st centuries in particular.
As a 'minority within a minority', Shi'a Muslims face the double challenge
of maintaining as Islamic as well as a particular Shi'a identity in terms of
communal activities and practices, public perception and recognition.
The Origins of the Shī'a - Najam Haider 2014-07-17
The Sunnī-Shi'a schism is often framed as a dispute over the identity of
the successor to Muhammad. In reality, however, this fracture only
materialized a century later in the important southern Iraqi city of Kūfa
(present-day Najaf). This book explores the birth and development of
Shī'i identity. Through a critical analysis of legal texts, whose provenance
has only recently been confirmed, the study shows how the early Shi'a
carved out independent religious and social identities through specific
ritual practices and within separate sacred spaces. In this way, the book
addresses two seminal controversies in the study of early Islam, namely
the dating of Kufan Shi'i identity, and the means by which the Shi'a
differentiated themselves from mainstream Kufan society. This is an
important, original, and path-breaking book that marks a significant
development in the study of early Islamic society.
Armenian Christians in Iran - James Barry 2018-09-30
Since the 1979 revolution, Iran has promoted a Shi'a Islamic identity
aimed at transcending ethnic and national boundaries. During the same
period, Iran's Armenian community, once a prominent Christian minority
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in Tehran, has declined by more than eighty percent. Although the
Armenian community is recognised by the constitution and granted
specific privileges under Iranian law, they do not share equal rights with
their Shi'i Muslim compatriots. Drawing upon interviews conducted with
members of the Armenian community and using sources in both Persian
and Armenian languages, this book questions whether the Islamic
Republic has failed or succeeded in fostering a cohesive identity which
enables non-Muslims to feel a sense of belonging in this Islamic
Republic. As state identities are also often key in exacerbating ethnic
conflict, this book probes into the potential cleavage points for future
social conflict in Iran.
After the Prophet - Lesley Hazleton 2010-09-07
In this gripping narrative history, Lesley Hazleton tells the tragic story at
the heart of the ongoing rivalry between the Sunni and Shia branches of
Islam, a rift that dominates the news now more than ever. Even as
Muhammad lay dying, the battle over who would take control of the new
Islamic nation had begun, beginning a succession crisis marked by power
grabs, assassination, political intrigue, and passionate faith. Soon Islam
was embroiled in civil war, pitting its founder's controversial wife Aisha
against his son-in-law Ali, and shattering Muhammad’s ideal of unity.
Combining meticulous research with compelling storytelling, After the
Prophet explores the volatile intersection of religion and politics,
psychology and culture, and history and current events. It is an
indispensable guide to the depth and power of the Shia–Sunni split.
Islam and Democracy - Professor of Religion and International Affairs
Founding Director of the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for MuslimChristian Understanding John L Esposito 1996
Are Islam and democracy on a collision course? Do Islamic movements
seek to "hijack democracy?" How have governments in the Muslim world
responded to the many challenges of Islam and democracy today? A
global religious resurgence and calls for greater political participation
have been major forces in the post-Cold War period. Across the Muslim
world, governments and Islamic movements grapple with issues of
democratization and civil society. Islam and Democracy explores the
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Islamic sources (beliefs and institutions) relevant to the current debate
over greater political participation and democratization. Esposito and
Voll use six case studies--Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan, and
Sudan--to look at the diversity of Muslim experiences and experiments.
At one end of the spectrum, Iran and Sudan represent two cases of
militant, revolutionary Islam establishing political systems. In Pakistan
and Malaysia, however, the new movements have been recognized and
made part of the political process. Egypt and Algeria reveal the
coexistence of both extremist and moderate Islamic activism and
demonstrate the complex challenges confronting ruling elites. These case
studies prove that despite commonalities, differing national contexts and
identities give rise to a multiplicity of agendas and strategies. This broad
spectrum of case studies, reflecting the multifaceted relationship of
Islam and Democracy, provides important insight into the powerful
forces of religious resurgence and democratization which will inevitably
impact global politics in the twenty first century.
Shi’ism in Kashmir - Hakim Sameer Hamdani 2022-12-01
When Muslim rule in Kashmir ended in 1820, Sikh and later Hindu Dogra
Rulers gained power, but the country was still largely influenced by
Sunni religious orthodoxy. This book traces the impact of Sunni power on
Shii society and how this changed during the 19th and early 20th
centuries. The book identifies a distinctive Kashmiri Shii Islam
established during this period. Hakim Sameer Hamdani argues that the
Shii community's religious and cultural identity was fostered through
practices associated with the martyrdom of Imam Hussain and his family
in Karbala, as well as other rituals of Islam, in particular, the
construction and furore surrounding Marak, the historic imambara (a
Shia house for mourning of the Imam) of Kashmir's Shiis. The book
examines its destruction, the ensuing Shii-Sunni riot, and the reasons for
the Shii community's internal divisions and rifts at a time when they
actually saw the strong consolidation of their identity. The first study
dedicated to Shia Islam in Kashmir, the book also sheds light on the
emergence of the more ecumenical Muslim outlook we see in Kashmir
today.
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Religion, Politics and Nation-Building in Post-Communist Countries Greg Simons 2016-03-03
The increasing significance and visibility of relationships between
religion and public arenas and institutions following the fall of
communism in Europe provide the core focus of this fascinating book.
Leading international scholars consider the religious and political role of
Christian Orthodoxy in the Russian Federation, Romania, Georgia and
Ukraine alongside the revival of old, indigenous religions, often referred
to as 'shamanistic' and look at how, despite Islam’s long history and
many adherents in the south, Islamophobic attitudes have increasingly
been added to traditional anti-Semitic, anti-Western or anti-liberal
elements of Russian nationalism. Contrasts between the church’s
position in the post-communist nation building process of secular Estonia
with its role in predominantly Catholic Poland are also explored.
Religion, Politics and Nation-Building in Post-Communist Countries gives
a broad overview of the political importance of religion in the Post-Soviet
space but its interest and relevance extends far beyond the geographical
focus, providing examples of the challenges in the spheres of public,
religious and social policy for all transitional countries.
Shia Islam and Politics - Jon Armajani 2020-05-20
This book argues that ever since Iran’s Islamic Revolution in 1979, which
established a Shia Islamic government in Iran, that country’s religious
and political leaders, have used Shia Islam as a crucial way of expanding
Iran’s objectives in the Middle East and beyond. Since 1979, Iran’s
religious and political leaders have been concerned about Iran’s security
in the face of the hostility and expansionism of the United States and
other western countries, and the threats from powerful neighboring
Sunni leaders and countries. While Iran’s government has attempted to
align itself with Shia Muslims in various countries, such as Iraq and
Lebanon, against American and Sunni expansionism, the Iranian
government has attempted to religiously nourish and politically mobilize
those Shias as a matter of principle, not only because of the Iranian
government’s desires to protect Iran from external threats. The book
analyzes Shia Islam and politics in Iraq, Iraq, and Lebanon which have
shii-islam-and-identity-religion-politics-and-change-in-the-global-muslim-community-library-of-modern-religion

among the largest proportional Shia populations in the Middle East and
are vibrant centers of Shia intellectual life. The book's clear and jargonfree approach make it especially accessible for students and general
readers who would like an introduction to the book's topics.
The Shia Revival: How Conflicts within Islam Will Shape the
Future - Vali Nasr 2007-04-17
A New York Times Bestseller "Historically incisive, geographically broadreaching, and brimming with illuminating anecdotes."—Max Rodenbeck,
New York Review of Books Iranian-born scholar Vali Nasr has become
one of America's leading commentators on current events in the Middle
East, admired and welcomed by both media and government for his
"concise and coherent" analysis (Wall Street Journal, front-page profile).
In this "remarkable work" (Anderson Cooper), Nasr brilliantly dissects
the political and theological antagonisms within Islam, providing a
unique and objective understanding of the 1,400-year bitter struggle
between Shias and Sunnis and shedding crucial light on its modern-day
consequences.
Vanguard of the Imam - Afshon Ostovar 2016-03-03
Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the
Middle East today. As the appointed defender of Iran's revolution, the
Guards have evolved into a pillar of the Islamic Republic and the
spearhead of its influence. Their sway has spread across the Middle East,
where the Guards have overseen loyalist support to Bashar al-Assad in
Syria and been a staunch backer in Iraq's war against ISIS-bringing its
own troops, Lebanon's Hezbollah, and Shiite militias to the fight. Links to
terrorism, human rights abuses, and the suppression of popular
democracy have shrouded the Revolutionary Guards in controversy. In
spite of their prominence, the Guards remain poorly understood to
outside observers. In Vanguard of the Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written
the first comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of
the Guards in the larger contexts of Shiite Islam, modern Iranian history,
and international affairs, Ostovar takes a multifaceted approach in
demystifying the organization and detailing its evolution since 1979.
Politics, power, and religion collide in this story, wherein the
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Revolutionary Guards transform from a rag-tag militia established in the
midst of revolutionary upheaval into a military and covert force with a
global reach. The Guards have been fundamental to the success of the
Islamic revolution. The symbiotic relationship between them and Iran's
clerical rulers underpins the regime's nearly unshakeable system of
power. The Guards have used their privileged position at home to export
Iran's revolution beyond its borders, establishing client armies in their
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image and extending Iran's strategic footprint in the process. Ostovar
tenaciously documents the Guards' transformation into a power-player
and explores why the group matters now more than ever to regional and
global affairs. The book simultaneously serves as a history of modern
Iran, and provides a crucial and engrossing entryway into the complex
world of war, politics, and identity in the Middle East.
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