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else at house and even in your workplace. fittingly easy! So, are you question? Just exercise just
what we present under as with ease as review Secrets Of Nature Astrology And Alchemy In
Early Modern Europe Transformations Studies In The History Of Science And Technology
what you in imitation of to read!

Divining Science - Warren Dym 2010-09-24
The patronage of dowsers by mining
administrations through the eighteenth century
challenges common assumptions about the
Enlightenment. Rather than decline in
importance like alchemy and astrology, dowsing
transformed from a study of mineral vapors into
an experimental branch of geophysics.
Innovation in Esotericism from the Renaissance
to the Present - Georgiana D. Hedesan
2021-05-10
This collection explores the role of innovation in
understanding the history of esotericism. It
illustrates how innovation is a mechanism of
negotiation whereby an idea is either produced
against, or adapted from, an older set of

concepts in order to respond to a present
context. Featuring contributions from
distinguished scholars of esotericism, it covers
many different fields and themes including
magic, alchemy, Rosicrucianism, Theosophy,
Tarot, apocalypticism and eschatology,
Mesmerism, occultism, prophecy, and mysticism.
Science and Nature - Carolyn Merchant
2017-11-07
Science and Nature brings together the work
and insights of historian Carolyn Merchant on
the history of science, environmental history,
and ethics. The book explores her ideas about
the interconnections among science, women,
nature, and history as they have emerged over
her academic lifetime. Focusing on topics such
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as "The Death of Nature," the Scientific
Revolution, women in the history of science and
environment, and partnership ethics, it
synthesizes her writings and sets out a vision for
the twenty-first century. Anyone interested in
the interactions between science and nature in
the past, present, and future will want to read
this book. It is an ideal text for courses on the
environment, environmental history, history of
science, and the philosophy of science.
Alchemical Belief - Bruce Janacek 2015-08-21
What did it mean to believe in alchemy in early
modern England? In this book, Bruce Janacek
considers alchemical beliefs in the context of the
writings of Thomas Tymme, Robert Fludd,
Francis Bacon, Sir Kenelm Digby, and Elias
Ashmole. Rather than examine alchemy from a
scientific or medical perspective, Janacek
presents it as integrated into the broader
political, philosophical, and religious upheavals
of the first half of the seventeenth century,
arguing that the interest of these elite figures in

alchemy was part of an understanding that
supported their national—and in some cases
royalist—loyalty and theological orthodoxy.
Janacek investigates how and why individuals
who supported or were actually placed at the
traditional center of power in England’s church
and state believed in the relevance of alchemy at
a time when their society, their government,
their careers, and, in some cases, their very lives
were at stake.
Ghosts, Spirits, and Psychics: The
Paranormal from Alchemy to Zombies - Matt
Cardin 2015-07-28
This fascinating work provides a complete
overview of paranormal phenomena, including
the beliefs, attitudes, and notable figures who
have attempted to explain, defend, or debunk
the mysteries behind the unknown. • Contains
more than 120 factual entries as well as
extensive excerpts from several primary
documents in the area of the paranormal •
Features contributions from noted experts in its
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field from across viewpoints—including believers
and skeptics • Profiles a number of important
individuals who have contributed to the history
and study of the field • Includes such topics as
near-death experiences, paranormal dreams, the
supernatural, magic, and the occult
Medicine and Magic in Elizabethan London Lauren Kassell 2007-02-01
Simon Forman (1552-1611) is one of London's
most infamous astrologers. He stood apart from
the medical elite because he was not formally
educated and because he represented, and
boldly asserted, medical ideas that were
antithetical to those held by most learned
physicians. He survived the plague, was
consulted thousands of times a year for medical
and other questions, distilled strong waters
made from beer, herbs, and sometimes chemical
ingredients, pursued the philosopher's stone in
experiments and ancient texts, and when he was
fortunate spoke with angels. He wrote
compulsively, documenting his life and

protesting his expertise in thousands of pages of
notes and treatises. This highly readable book
provides the first full account of Forman's
papers, makes sense of his notorious reputation,
and vividly recovers the world of medicine and
magic in Elizabethan London.
The Occult World - Christopher Partridge
2014-12-05
This volume presents students and scholars with
a comprehensive overview of the fascinating
world of the occult. It explores the history of
Western occultism, from ancient and medieval
sources via the Renaissance, right up to the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and
contemporary occultism. Written by a
distinguished team of contributors, the essays
consider key figures, beliefs and practices as
well as popular culture.
Locations of Knowledge in Medieval and
Early Modern Europe - Kocku von Stuckrad
2010-03-08
Addressing discourses of perfect knowledge in
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Western culture between 1200 and 1800, this
book integrates the study of Western esotericism
in a larger analytical framework of European
history of religion.
Women Writing Back / Writing Women
Back - Anke Gilleir 2010
Privileging both a transnational and a
sociological approach, this volume explores the
position of women in the early modern literary
field, emphasising the international scope of
their literature and examining their historical
position, influence, network and dialogues.
C. G. Jung and the Alchemical Imagination Stanton Marlan 2020-12-29
Stanton Marlan brings together writings which
span the course of his career, examining Jungian
psychology and the alchemical imagination as an
opening to the mysteries of psyche and soul.
Several chapters describe a telos that aims at
the mysterious goal of the Philosophers’ Stone, a
move replete with classical and postmodern
ideas catalysed by prompts from the

unconscious: dreams, images, fantasies, and
paradoxical conundrums. Psyche and matter are
seen with regards to soul, light and darkness in
terms of illumination, and order and chaos as
linked in the image of chaosmos. Marlan
explores the richness of the alchemical ideas of
Carl Jung, James Hillman, and others and their
value for a revisioning of psychology. In doing
so, this volume challenges any tendency to
literalism and essentialism, and contributes to
an integration between Jung’s classical vision of
a psychology of alchemy and Hillman’s
Alchemical Psychology. C.G. Jung and the
Alchemical Imagination will be a valuable
resource for academics, scholars, and students
of Jungian and post-Jungian studies, Jungian
analysis, and psychotherapy. It will also be of
great interest to Jungian psychologists and
Jungian analysts in practice and in training.
Newton the Alchemist - William R. Newman
2018-12-11
A book that finally demystifies Newton’s
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experiments in alchemy When Isaac Newton’s
alchemical papers surfaced at a Sotheby’s
auction in 1936, the quantity and seeming
incoherence of the manuscripts were shocking.
No longer the exemplar of Enlightenment
rationality, the legendary physicist suddenly
became “the last of the magicians.” Newton the
Alchemist unlocks the secrets of Newton’s
alchemical quest, providing a radically new
understanding of the uncommon genius who
probed nature at its deepest levels in pursuit of
empirical knowledge. In this evocative and
superbly written book, William Newman blends
in-depth analysis of newly available texts with
laboratory replications of Newton’s actual
experiments in alchemy. He does not justify
Newton’s alchemical research as part of a
religious search for God in the physical world,
nor does he argue that Newton studied alchemy
to learn about gravitational attraction. Newman
traces the evolution of Newton’s alchemical
ideas and practices over a span of more than

three decades, showing how they proved fruitful
in diverse scientific fields. A precise
experimenter in the realm of “chymistry,”
Newton put the riddles of alchemy to the test in
his lab. He also used ideas drawn from the
alchemical texts to great effect in his optical
experimentation. In his hands, alchemy was a
tool for attaining the material benefits
associated with the philosopher’s stone and an
instrument for acquiring scientific knowledge of
the most sophisticated kind. Newton the
Alchemist provides rare insights into a man who
was neither Enlightenment rationalist nor
irrational magus, but rather an alchemist who
sought through experiment and empiricism to
alter nature at its very heart.
Secrets of Nature - Professor of History Anthony
Grafton 2001
A fresh look at the role of astrology and alchemy
in Renaissance thinking and everyday life.
A Companion to Astrology in the
Renaissance - Brendan Dooley 2014-01-02
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Brill’s Companion to Renaissance Astrology
brings together a wide array of expertise from
around the globe to explain the method and
matter of this unique cultural form, summarizing
the current state of research and suggesting
new paths.
Gender and Scientific Discourse in Early
Modern Culture - Kathleen P. Long 2016-04-15
In the wake of new interest in alchemy as more
significant than a bizarre aberration in rational
Western European culture, this collection
examines both alchemical and medical
discourses in the larger context of early modern
Europe. How do early scientific discourses
infiltrate other cultural domains such as
literature, philosophy, court life, and the conduct
of households? How do these new contexts
deflect scientific pursuits into new directions,
and allow a larger participation in the
elaboration of scientific methods and
perspectives? Might there have been a scientific
subculture, particularly surrounding alchemy,

which allowed women to participate in scientific
pursuits long before they were admitted in an
investigative capacity into official academic
settings? This volume poses those questions, as
a starting point for a broader discussion of
scientific subcultures and their relationship to
the restructuring and questioning of gender
roles.
Alchemy, Paracelsianism, and Shakespeare’s
The Winter’s Tale - Martina Zamparo 2022-10-05
This book explores the role of alchemy,
Paracelsianism, and Hermetic philosophy in one
of Shakespeare’s last plays, The Winter’s Tale. A
perusal of the vast literary and iconographic
repertory of Renaissance alchemy reveals that
this late play is imbued with several topoi,
myths, and emblematic symbols coming from
coeval alchemical, Paracelsian, and Hermetic
sources. It also discusses the alchemical
significance of water and time in the play’s
circular and regenerative pattern and the
healing role of women. All the major symbols of
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alchemy are present in Shakespeare’s play: the
intertwined serpents of the caduceus, the
chemical wedding, the filius philosophorum, and
the so-called rex chymicus. This book also
provides an in-depth survey of late Renaissance
alchemy, Paracelsian medicine, and Hermetic
culture in the Elizabethan and Jacobean ages.
Importantly, it contends that The Winter’s Tale,
in symbolically retracing the healing pattern of
the rota alchemica and in emphasising the
Hermetic principles of unity and concord,
glorifies King James’s conciliatory attitude.
William Petty - Ted McCormick 2009-09-17
The first comprehensive intellectual biography
of William Petty (1623-1687), the inventor of
'political arithmetic' and a key figure in the
English colonization of Ireland, the
institutionalization of experimental science, and
early social science.
Fictions of Conversion - Jeffrey S. Shoulson
2013-03-21
The fraught history of England's Long

Reformation is a convoluted if familiar story: in
the space of twenty-five years, England changed
religious identity three times. In 1534 England
broke from the papacy with the Act of
Supremacy that made Henry VIII head of the
church; nineteen years later the act was
overturned by his daughter Mary, only to be
reinstated at the ascension of her half-sister
Elizabeth. Buffeted by political and confessional
cross-currents, the English discovered that
conversion was by no means a finite, discrete
process. In Fictions of Conversion, Jeffrey S.
Shoulson argues that the vagaries of religious
conversion were more readily negotiated when
they were projected onto an alien identity—one
of which the potential for transformation offered
both promise and peril but which could be kept
distinct from the emerging identity of
Englishness: the Jew. Early modern Englishmen
and -women would have recognized an uncannily
familiar religious chameleon in the figure of the
Jewish converso, whose economic, social, and
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political circumstances required religious
conversion, conformity, or counterfeiting.
Shoulson explores this distinctly English interest
in the Jews who had been exiled from their midst
nearly three hundred years earlier, contending
that while Jews held out the tantalizing
possibility of redemption through conversion,
the trajectory of falling in and out of divine favor
could be seen to anticipate the more recent
trajectory of England's uncertain path of
reformation. In translations such as the King
James Bible and Chapman's Homer, dramas by
Marlowe, Shakespeare, and Jonson, and poetry
by Donne, Vaughan, and Milton, conversion
appears as a cypher for and catalyst of other
transformations—translation, alchemy, and the
suspect religious enthusiasm of the
convert—that preoccupy early modern English
cultures of change.
Spiritual Alchemy - Mike A. Zuber 2021-10-06
Most professional historians see the relationship
between pre-modern and modern alchemy as

one of discontinuity and contrast. Mike A. Zuber
challenges this dominant understanding and
explores aspects of alchemy that have been
neglected by recent work in the history of
science. The predominant focus on the scientific
aspect of alchemy, such as laboratory
experiment, practical techniques, and material
ingredients, argues Zuber, marginalizes the
things that render alchemy so fascinating: its
rich and vivid imagery, reliance on the medium
of manuscript, and complicated relationship with
religion. Spiritual Alchemy traces the earlymodern antecedents of modern alchemy through
generations of followers of Jacob Boehme, the
cobbler and theosopher of Görlitz. As Boehme's
disciples down the generations -- including the
Silesian nobleman Abraham von Franckenberg
and the London-based German immigrant
Dionysius Andreas Freher, among others -studied his writings, they drew on his spiritual
alchemy, adapted it, and communicated it to
their contemporaries. Spiritual alchemy
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combines traditional elements of alchemical
literature with Christian mysticism. Defying the
boundaries between science and religion, this
combination was transmitted from Görlitz
ultimately to England. In 1850, it inspired a
young woman, later known as Mary Anne
Atwood, to write her Suggestive Inquiry into the
Hermetic Mystery, usually seen as the first
modern interpretation of alchemy. Drawing
extensively on manuscript or otherwise obscure
sources, Zuber documents continuity between
pre-modern and modern forms of alchemy while
exploring this hybrid phenomenon.
History of Chemistry - Stanford Mc Krause
Alchemy was not successful in explaining the
nature of matter and its transformations.
However, by performing experiments and
recording the results, the alchemists set the
stage for modern chemistry. In many ways, the
history of civilization is the history of chemistry,
the study of matter and its properties.
Daughters of Alchemy - Meredith K. Ray

2015-04-06
Meredith Ray shows that women were at the
vanguard of empirical culture during the
Scientific Revolution. They experimented with
medicine and alchemy at home and in court,
debated cosmological discoveries in salons and
academies, and in their writings used their
knowledge of natural philosophy to argue for
women’s intellectual equality to men.
Women Writing Back / Writing Women Back 2010-05-25
Privileging both a transnational and a
sociological approach, this volume explores the
position of women in the early modern literary
field, emphasising the international scope of
their literature and examining their historical
position, influence, network and dialogues.
Hermetic Philosophy and Creative Alchemy Marlene Seven Bremner 2022-06-14
• Examines the foundational texts and principles
of Hermeticism and alchemy, showing how they
offer a foundation for a psycho-spiritual creative
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practice • Takes the reader on a Hermetic
journey through each of the seven traditional
planets, offering meditative discourses that
speak directly to the intuitive soul • Provides
examples from traditional alchemical art and the
author’s own intricate esoteric paintings
Drawing on ancient Egyptian and Greek
cosmogonies and essential Hermetic texts, such
as the Corpus Hermeticum, the Emerald Tablet
(Tabula Smaragdina), and the Nag Hammadi
codices, Marlene Seven Bremner offers a
detailed understanding of Hermetic philosophy
and the art of alchemy as a foundation for a
psycho-spiritual creative practice. Offering
examples from traditional alchemical art and her
own intricate esoteric paintings, Bremner
examines the foundational principles of
Hermeticism and alchemy and shows how these
traditions are a direct means for accessing
higher consciousness and true self-knowledge,
or gnosis, as well as a way to extract the essence
of one’s own creative gifts. The author takes the

reader on a Hermetic journey through each of
the seven traditional planets--Saturn, Jupiter,
Mars, the Sun, Venus, Mercury, and the Moon-exploring their mythological, philosophical,
alchemical, Qabalistic, magical, astrological, and
energetic natures and offering meditative
discourses that reach past the rational mind to
speak directly to the intuitive soul. She relates
the seven planets to the esoteric anatomy of the
human body, specifically the seven chakras, and
shows how the planets can offer understanding
and experience of archetypal energies and
patterns in the body, in one’s life, and in the
creative process. A profound synthesis of
magical and occult teachings as well as an
initiation into the alchemical opus, this book
reveals how to integrate and apply Hermetic and
alchemical principles to awaken inner knowing,
liberate the imagination, and live a mystical,
creative, and truly inspired life.
The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European
History, 1350-1750 - Hamish Scott 2015-07-23
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This Handbook re-examines the concept of early
modern history in a European and global
context. The term 'early modern' has been
familiar, especially in Anglophone scholarship,
for four decades and is securely established in
teaching, research, and scholarly publishing.
More recently, however, the unity implied in the
notion has fragmented, while the usefulness and
even the validity of the term, and the historical
periodisation which it incorporates, have been
questioned. The Oxford Handbook of Early
Modern European History, 1350-1750 provides
an account of the development of the subject
during the past half-century, but primarily offers
an integrated and comprehensive survey of
present knowledge, together with some
suggestions as to how the field is developing. It
aims both to interrogate the notion of 'early
modernity' itself and to survey early modern
Europe as an established field of study. The
overriding aim will be to establish that 'early
modern' is not simply a chronological label but

possesses a substantive integrity. Volume II is
devoted to 'Cultures and Power', opening with
chapters on philosophy, science, art and
architecture, music, and the Enlightenment.
Subsequent sections examine 'Europe beyond
Europe', with the transformation of contact with
other continents during the first global age, and
military and political developments, notably the
expansion of state power.
The Chemical Choir - P. G. Maxwell-Stuart
2012-03-01
>
The Alchemist in Literature - Theodore
Ziolkowski 2015
This study traces the figure of the alchemist in
Western literature from its first appearance in
Dante down to the present. From the beginning
alchemy has had two aspects: exoteric or
operative (the transmutation of baser metals into
gold) and esoteric or speculative (the spiritual
transformation of the alchemist himself). As
scholarly interest in alchemy intensified, writers
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were attracted to the figure of the alchemist and
his quest for power. The figure of the alchemist
in literature provides a seismograph for major
shifts in intellectual and cultural history.
Solomon's Secret Arts - Paul Kleber Monod
2013-04-15
DIVDIVThe late seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries are known as the Age of
Enlightenment, a time of science and reason.
But in this illuminating book, Paul Monod
reveals the surprising extent to which Newton,
Boyle, Locke, and other giants of rational
thought and empiricism also embraced the
spiritual, the magical, and the occult./divDIV
/divDIVAlthough public acceptance of occult and
magical practices waxed and waned during this
period they survived underground, experiencing
a considerable revival in the mid-eighteenth
century with the rise of new antiestablishment
religious denominations. The occult spilled over
into politics with the radicalism of the French
Revolution and into literature in early

Romanticism. Even when official disapproval
was at its strongest, the evidence points to a
growing audience for occult publications as well
as to subversive popular enthusiasm. Ultimately,
finds Monod, the occult was not discarded in
favor of â€œreasonâ€? but was incorporated
into new forms of learning. In that sense, the
occult is part of the modern world, not simply a
relic of an unenlightened past, and is still with
us today./div/div
The Experimental Fire - Jennifer M. Rampling
2020-12-08
In medieval and early modern Europe, the
practice of alchemy promised extraordinary
physical transformations. Who would not be
amazed to see base metals turned into silver and
gold, hard iron into soft water, and deadly
poison into elixirs that could heal the human
body? To defend such claims, alchemists turned
to the past, scouring ancient books for evidence
of a lost alchemical heritage and seeking to
translate their secret language and obscure
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imagery into replicable, practical effects.
Tracing the development of alchemy in England
over four hundred years, from the beginning of
the fourteenth century to the end of the
seventeenth, Jennifer M. Rampling illuminates
the role of alchemical reading and experimental
practice in the broader context of national and
scientific history. Using new manuscript sources,
she shows how practitioners like George Ripley,
John Dee, and Edward Kelley, as well as many
previously unknown alchemists, devised new
practical approaches to alchemy while seeking
the support of English monarchs. By
reconstructing their alchemical ideas, practices,
and disputes, Rampling reveals how English
alchemy was continually reinvented over the
space of four centuries, resulting in changes to
the science itself. In so doing, The Experimental
Fire bridges the intellectual history of chemistry
and the wider worlds of early modern patronage,
medicine, and science.
Promethean Ambitions - William R. Newman

2005-10-01
In an age when the nature of reality is
complicated daily by advances in
bioengineering, cloning, and artificial
intelligence, it is easy to forget that the everevolving boundary between nature and
technology has long been a source of ethical and
scientific concern: modern anxieties about the
possibility of artificial life and the dangers of
tinkering with nature more generally were
shared by opponents of alchemy long before
genetic science delivered us a cloned sheep
named Dolly. In Promethean Ambitions, William
R. Newman ambitiously uses alchemy to
investigate the thinning boundary between the
natural and the artificial. Focusing primarily on
the period between 1200 and 1700, Newman
examines the labors of pioneering alchemists
and the impassioned—and often
negative—responses to their efforts. By the
thirteenth century, Newman argues, alchemy
had become a benchmark for determining the
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abilities of both men and demons, representing
the epitome of creative power in the natural
world. Newman frames the art-nature debate by
contrasting the supposed transmutational power
of alchemy with the merely representational
abilities of the pictorial and plastic arts—a
dispute which found artists such as Leonardo da
Vinci and Bernard Palissy attacking alchemy as
an irreligious fraud. The later assertion by the
Paracelsian school that one could make an
artificial human being—the homunculus—led to
further disparagement of alchemy, but as
Newman shows, the immense power over nature
promised by the field contributed directly to the
technological apologetics of Francis Bacon and
his followers. By the mid-seventeenth century,
the famous "father of modern chemistry," Robert
Boyle, was employing the arguments of medieval
alchemists to support the identity of naturally
occurring substances with those manufactured
by "chymical" means. In using history to
highlight the art-nature debate, Newman here

shows that alchemy was not an unformed and
capricious precursor to chemistry; it was an art
founded on coherent philosophical and empirical
principles, with vocal supporters and even
louder critics, that attracted individuals of firstrate intellect. The historical relationship that
Newman charts between human creation and
nature has innumerable implications today, and
he ably links contemporary issues to alchemical
debates on the natural versus the artificial.
Religion, Magic, and the Origins of Science
in Early Modern England - John Henry
2018-02-06
In these articles John Henry argues on the one
hand for the intimate relationship between
religion and early modern attempts to develop
new understandings of nature, and on the other
hand for the role of occult concepts in early
modern natural philosophy. Focussing on the
scene in England, the articles provide detailed
examinations of the religious motivations behind
Roman Catholic efforts to develop a new
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mechanical philosophy, theories of the soul and
immaterial spirits, and theories of active matter.
There are also important studies of animism in
the beginnings of experimentalism, the role of
occult qualities in the mechanical philosophy,
and a new account of the decline of magic. As
well as general surveys, the collection includes
in depth studies of William Gilbert, Sir Kenelm
Digby, Henry More, Francis Glisson, Robert
Boyle, Robert Hooke, and Isaac Newton.
"Art, Technology and Nature " CamillaSkovbjerg Paldam 2017-07-05
Since 1900, the connections between art and
technology with nature have become
increasingly inextricable. Through a selection of
innovative readings by international scholars,
this book presents the first investigation of the
intersections between art, technology and
nature in post-medieval times. Transdisciplinary
in approach, this volume?s 14 essays explore art,
technology and nature?s shifting constellations
that are discernible at the micro level and as

part of a larger chronological pattern. Included
are subjects ranging from Renaissance wooden
dolls, science in the Italian art academies, and
artisanal epistemologies in the followers of
Leonardo, to Surrealism and its precursors in
Mannerist grotesques and the Wunderkammer,
eighteenth-century plant printing, the climate
and its artistic presentations from Constable to
Olafur Eliasson, and the hermeneutics of bioart.
In their comprehensive introduction, editors
Camilla Skovbjerg Paldam and Jacob Wamberg
trace the Kantian heritage of radically
separating art and technology, and inserting
both at a distance to nature, suggesting this was
a transient chapter in history. Thus, they argue,
the present renegotiation between art,
technology and nature is reminiscent of the
ancient and medieval periods, in which art and
technology were categorized as aspects of a
common area of cultivated products and their
methods (the Latin ars, the Greek techne), an
area moreover supposed to imitate the creative
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forces of nature.
Encyclopedia of Renaissance Philosophy - Marco
Sgarbi 2018-01-15
Gives accurate and reliable summaries of the
current state of research. It includes entries on
philosophers, problems, terms, historical
periods, subjects and the cultural context of
Renaissance Philosophy. Furthermore, it covers
Latin, Arabic, Jewish, Byzantine and vernacular
philosophy, and includes entries on the crossfertilization of these philosophical traditions. A
unique feature of this encyclopedia is that it
does not aim to define what Renaissance
philosophy is, rather simply to cover the
philosophy of the period between 1300 and
1650.
Autonomous Nature - Carolyn Merchant
2015-08-27
Autonomous Nature investigates the history of
nature as an active, often unruly force in tension
with nature as a rational, logical order from
ancient times to the Scientific Revolution of the

seventeenth century. Along with subsequent
advances in mechanics, hydrodynamics,
thermodynamics, and electromagnetism, nature
came to be perceived as an orderly, rational,
physical world that could be engineered,
controlled, and managed. Autonomous Nature
focuses on the history of unpredictability, why it
was a problem for the ancient world through the
Scientific Revolution, and why it is a problem for
today. The work is set in the context of vignettes
about unpredictable events such as the eruption
of Mt. Vesuvius, the Bubonic Plague, the Lisbon
Earthquake, and efforts to understand and
predict the weather and natural disasters. This
book is an ideal text for courses on the
environment, environmental history, history of
science, or the philosophy of science.
Shakespeare, Alchemy and the Creative
Imagination - Margaret Healy 2011-04-28
Healy demonstrates how Renaissance alchemy
shaped Shakespeare's bawdy but spiritual
sonnets, transforming our understanding of
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Shakespeare's art and beliefs.
Prophecy, Alchemy, and the End of Time - Leah
DeVun 2013-12-01
In the middle of the fourteenth century, the
Franciscan friar John of Rupescissa sent a
dramatic warning to his followers: the end times
were coming; the apocalypse was near.
Rupescissa's teachings were unique in his era.
He claimed that knowledge of the natural world,
and alchemy in particular, could act as a defense
against the calamity of the last days. He treated
alchemy as medicine (his work was the
conceptual forerunner of pharmacology), and
reflected emerging technologies and views that
sought to combat famine, plague, religious
persecution, and war. In order to understand
scientific knowledge as it is today, Leah DeVun
asks that we revisit the Black Death, the
Hundred Years' War, and the Avignon Papacy
through Rupescissa's eyes. The advances he
pioneered, along with the exciting strides made
by his contemporaries, shed critical light on

future developments in medicine, pharmacology,
and chemistry.
Esotericism and the Academy - Wouter J.
Hanegraaff 2012-01-19
The neglected history of how intellectuals since
the Renaissance have approached ideas of the
occult which challenged biblical religion.
Literatures of Alchemy in Medieval and
Early Modern England - Eoin Bentick
2022-11-15
Explores the myriad ways in which alchemy was
conceptualised by adepts and sceptics alike,
from those with recourse to a fully functioning
laboratory to those who did not know their
pelican from their athanor!
When the Bad Bleeds - Imke Pannen 2010
Mantic elements are manifold in the English
drama of the Renaissance period: they are
supernatural manifestations and have a
prophetic, future-determining function within
the dramatic plot, which can be difficult to
discern. Addressing contemporaries of
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Shakespeare, this study interprets a
representative number of revenge tragedies,
among them The Spanish Tragedy, The White
Devil, and The Revenger's Tragedy, to draw
general conclusions about the use of mantic
elements in this genre. The analysis of the
cultural context and the functionalisation of
mantic elements in revenge tragedy of the
Elizabethan, Jacobean, and Caroline era show
their essential function in the construction of the
plot. Mantic elements create and stimulate
audience expectations. They are not only
rhetoric decorum, but structural elements, and
convey knowledge about the genre, the fate of
which is determined by retaliation. An
interpretation of revenge tragedy is only
possible if mantic providentialism is taken into
account.
Chymia - Miguel López-Pérez 2010-10-12
In September 2008, an international conference
on the history of alchemy was held at El
Escorial, close to the ancient location of the

distilling houses operating under royal
patronage during the second half of the 16th
century. The present book consists of a selection
of the papers presented then, shedding light on
little-studied medieval and early modern texts,
important alchemical doctrines such as medieval
corpuscularianism, early modern spiritus mundi
or the function of salt within chymical principles,
and discussing such prominent figures as
Paracelsus, Isaac Hollandus, Michael
Sendivogius, Fontenelle or G. E. Stahl. Last but
not least, the book offers new insights on the
most recent history of Spanish alchemy.
Secrets of Nature - William R. Newman
2006-01
A fresh look at the role of astrology and alchemy
in Renaissance thinking and everyday life.
Gehennical Fire - William R. Newman
2003-02-15
Both the quest for natural knowledge and the
aspiration to alchemical wisdom played crucial
roles in the Scientific Revolution, as William R.
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Newman demonstrates in this fascinating book
about George Starkey (1628-1665), America's
first famous scientist. Beginning with Starkey's
unusual education in colonial New England,
Newman traces out his many interconnected
careers—natural philosopher, alchemist,
chemist, medical practitioner, economic

projector, and creator of the fabulous adept,
"Eirenaeus Philalethes." Newman reveals the
profound impact Starkey had on the work of
Isaac Newton, Robert Boyle, Samuel Hartlib, and
other key thinkers in the realm of early modern
science.
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