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population, and the rising debt of college students and the federal
government, and that we must find new solutions. A critical voice in the
most pressing debates of our time, The Rise and Fall of American Growth
is at once a tribute to a century of radical change and a harbinger of
tougher times to come.
Identity - Francis Fukuyama 2018-09-11
The New York Times bestselling author of The Origins of Political Order
offers a provocative examination of modern identity politics: its origins,
its effects, and what it means for domestic and international affairs of
state In 2014, Francis Fukuyama wrote that American institutions were
in decay, as the state was progressively captured by powerful interest
groups. Two years later, his predictions were borne out by the rise to
power of a series of political outsiders whose economic nationalism and
authoritarian tendencies threatened to destabilize the entire
international order. These populist nationalists seek direct charismatic
connection to “the people,” who are usually defined in narrow identity
terms that offer an irresistible call to an in-group and exclude large parts
of the population as a whole. Demand for recognition of one’s identity is
a master concept that unifies much of what is going on in world politics
today. The universal recognition on which liberal democracy is based has
been increasingly challenged by narrower forms of recognition based on
nation, religion, sect, race, ethnicity, or gender, which have resulted in
anti-immigrant populism, the upsurge of politicized Islam, the fractious
“identity liberalism” of college campuses, and the emergence of white
nationalism. Populist nationalism, said to be rooted in economic
motivation, actually springs from the demand for recognition and
therefore cannot simply be satisfied by economic means. The demand for
identity cannot be transcended; we must begin to shape identity in a way
that supports rather than undermines democracy. Identity is an urgent
and necessary book—a sharp warning that unless we forge a universal
understanding of human dignity, we will doom ourselves to continuing
conflict.
Extra Life - David Bennahum 1998-11-05
The popular media chronicler reflects on the empowering aspects of
cyberspace while reminiscing about his introduction to the electronic
universe, his videogame addiction, and his first computer
The Great Surge - Steven Radelet 2016-11-22
"The Great Surge tells the remarkable story of this unprecedented
economic, social, and political transformation. It shows how the end of
the Cold War, the development of new technologies, globalization,
courageous local leadership, and in some cases, good fortune, have
combined to dramatically improve the fate of hundreds of millions of
people in poor countries around the world. Most importantly, The Great
Surge reveals how we can fight the changing tides of climate change,
resource demand, economic and political mismanagement, and
demographic pressures to accelerate the political, economic, and social
development that has been helping the poorest of the poor around the
world,"--Amazon.com.
Set the Night on Fire - Mike Davis 2021-04-13
Los Angeles Times Bestseller "Authoritative and impressive." –Los
Angeles Times "Monumental." –Guardian A magisterial, riveting
movement history of Los Angeles in the Sixties Los Angeles in the sixties
was a hotbed of political and social upheaval. The city was a launchpad
for Black Power—where Malcolm X and Angela Davis first came to
prominence and the Watts uprising shook the nation. The city was home
to the Chicano Blowouts and Chicano Moratorium, as well as being the
birthplace of “Asian American” as a political identity. It was a locus of
the antiwar movement, gay liberation movement, and women’s
movement, and, of course, the capital of California counterculture. Mike
Davis and Jon Wiener provide the first comprehensive movement history
of L.A. in the sixties, drawing on extensive archival research and dozens
of interviews with principal figures, as well as the authors’ storied

This Time Is Different - Carmen M. Reinhart 2011-08-07
Examines financial crises of the past and discusses similarities between
these events and the current crisis, presenting and comparing historical
patterns in bank failures, inflation, debt, currency, housing, employment,
and government spending.
Empires of Ideas - William C. Kirby 2022-07-05
The United States is the global leader in higher education, but this was
not always the case and may not remain so. William Kirby examines
sources of—and threats to—US higher education supremacy and charts
the rise of Chinese competitors. Yet Chinese institutions also face
problems, including a state that challenges the commitment to free
inquiry.
The Ascent of Money - Niall Ferguson 2008-11-13
The 10th anniversary edition, with new chapters on the crash, Chimerica,
and cryptocurrency "[An] excellent, just in time guide to the history of
finance and financial crisis." —The Washington Post "Fascinating."
—Fareed Zakaria, Newsweek In this updated edition, Niall Ferguson
brings his classic financial history of the world up to the present day,
tackling the populist backlash that followed the 2008 crisis, the descent
of "Chimerica" into a trade war, and the advent of cryptocurrencies, such
as Bitcoin, with his signature clarity and expert lens. The Ascent of
Money reveals finance as the backbone of history, casting a new light on
familiar events: the Renaissance enabled by Italian foreign exchange
dealers, the French Revolution traced back to a stock market bubble, the
2008 crisis traced from America's bankruptcy capital, Memphis, to
China's boomtown, Chongqing. We may resent the plutocrats of Wall
Street but, as Ferguson argues, the evolution of finance has rivaled the
importance of any technological innovation in the rise of civilization.
Indeed, to study the ascent and descent of money is to study the rise and
fall of Western power itself.
The Great Demographic Reversal - Charles Goodhart 2020-08-08
This original and panoramic book proposes that the underlying forces of
demography and globalisation will shortly reverse three multi-decade
global trends – it will raise inflation and interest rates, but lead to a
pullback in inequality. “Whatever the future holds”, the authors argue,
“it will be nothing like the past”. Deflationary headwinds over the last
three decades have been primarily due to an enormous surge in the
world’s available labour supply, owing to very favourable demographic
trends and the entry of China and Eastern Europe into the world’s
trading system. This book demonstrates how these demographic trends
are on the point of reversing sharply, coinciding with a retreat from
globalisation. The result? Ageing can be expected to raise inflation and
interest rates, bringing a slew of problems for an over-indebted world
economy, but is also anticipated to increase the share of labour, so that
inequality falls. Covering many social and political factors, as well as
those that are more purely macroeconomic, the authors address topics
including ageing, dementia, inequality, populism, retirement and debt
finance, among others. This book will be of interest and understandable
to anyone with an interest on where the world’s economy may be going.
The Rise and Fall of American Growth - Robert J. Gordon 2017-08-29
How America's high standard of living came to be and why future growth
is under threat In the century after the Civil War, an economic revolution
improved the American standard of living in ways previously
unimaginable. Electric lighting, indoor plumbing, motor vehicles, air
travel, and television transformed households and workplaces. But has
that era of unprecedented growth come to an end? Weaving together a
vivid narrative, historical anecdotes, and economic analysis, The Rise
and Fall of American Growth challenges the view that economic growth
will continue unabated, and demonstrates that the life-altering scale of
innovations between 1870 and 1970 cannot be repeated. Robert Gordon
contends that the nation's productivity growth will be further held back
by the headwinds of rising inequality, stagnating education, an aging
the-great-surge-the-ascent-of-the-developing-world
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personal histories as activists. Following on from Davis’s awardwinning
L.A. history, City of Quartz, Set the Night on Fire is a historical tour de
force, delivered in scintillating and fiercely beautiful prose.
Adventure of Ascent - Luci Shaw 2014-01-03
Writer-poet Luci Shaw has given us a lifetime of exquisite reflections on
the breadth and wonder of life. Now in her eighties, she turns her
attention to the season of edging toward life's borders. Her spirit of
adventure and transparency will fill you with hope and gratitude.
Why Nations Fail - Daron Acemoglu 2013-09-17
Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question
that has stumped the experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich
and others poor, divided by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food
and famine? Is it culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps ignorance of
what the right policies are? Simply, no. None of these factors is either
definitive or destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has
become one of the fastest growing countries in the world, while other
African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra Leone, are
mired in poverty and violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson
conclusively show that it is man-made political and economic institutions
that underlie economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just one of
their fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the
people of North Korea are among the poorest on earth while their
brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the richest. The south
forged a society that created incentives, rewarded innovation, and
allowed everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The economic
success thus spurred was sustained because the government became
accountable and responsive to citizens and the great mass of people.
Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of famine, political
repression, and very different economic institutions—with no end in
sight. The differences between the Koreas is due to the politics that
created these completely different institutional trajectories. Based on
fifteen years of original research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall
extraordinary historical evidence from the Roman Empire, the Mayan
city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin America, England,
Europe, the United States, and Africa to build a new theory of political
economy with great relevance for the big questions of today, including: China has built an authoritarian growth machine. Will it continue to grow
at such high speed and overwhelm the West? - Are America’s best days
behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in which efforts by elites
to aggrandize power are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and
empowers a small minority? - What is the most effective way to help
move billions of people from the rut of poverty to prosperity? More
philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the West? Or learning the hardwon lessons of Acemoglu and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the
interplay between inclusive political and economic institutions? Why
Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and understand—the
world.
The End of Poverty - Jeffrey D. Sachs 2006-02-28
"Book and man are brilliant, passionate, optimistic and impatient . . .
Outstanding." —The Economist The landmark exploration of economic
prosperity and how the world can escape from extreme poverty for the
world's poorest citizens, from one of the world's most renowned
economists Hailed by Time as one of the world's hundred most influential
people, Jeffrey D. Sachs is renowned for his work around the globe
advising economies in crisis. Now a classic of its genre, The End of
Poverty distills more than thirty years of experience to offer a uniquely
informed vision of the steps that can transform impoverished countries
into prosperous ones. Marrying vivid storytelling with rigorous analysis,
Sachs lays out a clear conceptual map of the world economy. Explaining
his own work in Bolivia, Russia, India, China, and Africa, he offers an
integrated set of solutions to the interwoven economic, political,
environmental, and social problems that challenge the world's poorest
countries. Ten years after its initial publication, The End of Poverty
remains an indispensible and influential work. In this 10th anniversary
edition, Sachs presents an extensive new foreword assessing the
progress of the past decade, the work that remains to be done, and how
each of us can help. He also looks ahead across the next fifteen years to
2030, the United Nations' target date for ending extreme poverty,
offering new insights and recommendations.
Freedom From the Market - Mike Konczal 2021-02-02
The progressive economics writer redefines the national conversation
about American freedom “Mike Konczal [is] one of our most powerful
advocates of financial reform‚ [a] heroic critic of austerity‚ and a huge
resource for progressives.”—Paul Krugman Health insurance, student
loan debt, retirement security, child care, work-life balance, access to
the-great-surge-the-ascent-of-the-developing-world

home ownership—these are the issues driving America’s current political
debates. And they are all linked, as this brilliant and timely book reveals,
by a single question: should we allow the free market to determine our
lives? In the tradition of Naomi Klein’s The Shock Doctrine, noted
economic commentator Mike Konczal answers this question with a
resounding no. Freedom from the Market blends passionate political
argument and a bold new take on American history to reveal that, from
the earliest days of the republic, Americans have defined freedom as
what we keep free from the control of the market. With chapters on the
history of the Homestead Act and land ownership, the eight-hour work
day and free time, social insurance and Social Security, World War II day
cares, Medicare and desegregation, free public colleges, intellectual
property, and the public corporation, Konczal shows how citizens have
fought to ensure that everyone has access to the conditions that make us
free. At a time when millions of Americans—and more and more
politicians—are questioning the unregulated free market, Freedom from
the Market offers a new narrative, and new intellectual ammunition, for
the fight that lies ahead.
War and Conflict in Africa - Paul D. Williams 2016-06-23
After the Cold War, Africa earned the dubious distinction of being the
world's most bloody continent. But how can we explain this proliferation
of armed conflicts? What caused them and what were their main
characteristics? And what did the world's governments do to stop them?
In this fully revised and updated second edition of his popular text, Paul
Williams offers an in-depth and wide-ranging assessment of more than
six hundred armed conflicts which took place in Africa from 1990 to the
present day - from the continental catastrophe in the Great Lakes region
to the sprawling conflicts across the Sahel and the web of wars in the
Horn of Africa. Taking a broad comparative approach to examine the
political contexts in which these wars occurred, he explores the major
patterns of organized violence, the key ingredients that provoked them
and the major international responses undertaken to deliver lasting
peace. Part I, Contexts provides an overview of the most important
attempts to measure the number, scale and location of Africa's armed
conflicts and provides a conceptual and political sketch of the terrain of
struggle upon which these wars were waged. Part II, Ingredients
analyses the role of five widely debated features of Africa's wars: the
dynamics of neopatrimonial systems of governance; the construction and
manipulation of ethnic identities; questions of sovereignty and selfdetermination; as well as the impact of natural resources and religion.
Part III, Responses, discusses four major international reactions to
Africa's wars: attempts to build a new institutional architecture to help
promote peace and security on the continent; this architecture's two
main policy instruments, peacemaking initiatives and peace operations;
and efforts to develop the continent. War and Conflict in Africa will be
essential reading for all students of international peace and security
studies as well as Africa's international relations.
Global Trends 2030 - Office of the Director of National Intelligence
Council 2017-03-11
This publication covers global megatrends for the next 20 years and how
they will affect the United States. This is the fifth installment in the
National Intelligence Council's series aimed at providing a framework for
thinking about possible futures and their implications. The report is
intended to stimulate strategic thinking about the rapid and vast
geopolitical changes characterizing the world today and possible global
trajectories during the next 15-20 years by identifying critical trends and
potential discontinuities. The authors distinguish between megatrends,
those factors that will likely occur under any scenario, and gamechangers, critical variables whose trajectories are far less certain. NIC
2012-001. Several innovations are included in Global Trends 2030,
including: a review of the four previous Global Trends reports, input from
academic and other experts around the world, coverage of disruptive
technologies, and a chapter on the potential trajectories for the US role
in the international system and the possible the impact on future
international relations. Table of Contents: Introduction 1 Megatrends 6
Individual Empowerment 8 Poverty Reduction 8 An Expanding Global
Middle Class 8 Education and the Gender Gap 10 Role of
Communications Technologies 11 Improving Health 11 A MORE
CONFLICTED IDEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE 12 Diffusion of Power 15 THE
RISE AND FALL OF COUNTRIES: NOT THE SAME OLD STORY 17 THE
LIMITS OF HARD POWER IN THE WORLD OF 2030 18 Demographic
Patterns 20 Widespread Aging 20 Shrinking Number of Youthful
Countries 22 A New Age of Migration 23 The World as Urban 26
Growing Food, Water, and Energy Nexus 30 Food, Water, and Climate 30
A Brighter Energy Outlook 34 Game-Changers 38 The Crisis-Prone
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Global Economy 40 The Plight of the West 40 Crunch Time Too for the
Emerging Powers 43 A Multipolar Global Economy: Inherently More
Fragile? 46 The Governance Gap 48 Governance Starts at Home: Risks
and Opportunities 48 INCREASED FOCUS ON EQUALITY AND
OPENNESS 53 NEW GOVERNMENTAL FORMS 54 A New Regional
Order? 55 Global Multilateral Cooperation 55 The Potential for Increased
Conflict 59 INTRASTATE CONFLICT: CONTINUED DECLINE 59
Interstate Conflict: Chances Rising 61 Wider Scope of Regional
Instability 70 The Middle East: At a Tipping Point 70 South Asia: Shocks
on the Horizon 75 East Asia: Multiple Strategic Futures 76 Europe:
Transforming Itself 78 Sub-Saharan Africa: Turning a Corner by 2030?
79 Latin America: More Prosperous but Inherently Fragile 81 The Impact
of New Technologies 83 Information Technologies 83 AUTOMATION
AND MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGIES 87 Resource Technologies 90
Health Technologies 95 The Role of the United States 98 Steady US Role
98 Multiple Potential Scenarios for the United States' Global Role 101
Alternative Worlds 107 Stalled Engines 110 FUSION 116 Gini-out-of-theBottle 122 Nonstate World 128 Acknowledgements 134 GT2030 Blog
References 137 Audience: Appropriate for anyone, from businesses to
banks, government agencies to start-ups, the technology sector to the
teaching sector, and more. This publication helps anticipate where the
world will be: socially, politically, technologically, and culturally over the
next few decades. Keywords: Global Trends 2030 Alternative Worlds,
global trends 2030, Global Trends series, National Intelligence Council,
global trajectories, global megatrends, geopolitics, geopolitical changes
Pragmatic Philanthropy - Ruth a Shapiro 2020-10-09
This cutting edge text considers how Asian philanthropists and charitable
organizations break with Western philanthropic traditions and examines
the key traits and trends that make social investment in Asia unique.
Based on 30 case studies of excellent social delivery organizations
(SDOs) and social enterprises as well as interviews with ultra-high networth individuals throughout Asia, this book examines which
characteristics and strategies lead to successful philanthropy and social
delivery organizations. Providing evidence based findings on
philanthropy, social investment and social delivery organizations in Asia,
this book provides invaluable resources for those wishing to deepen their
understanding of the sector and what this means for political and
economic development in the region. This work was published by Saint
Philip Street Press pursuant to a Creative Commons license permitting
commercial use. All rights not granted by the work's license are retained
by the author or authors.
Security in Africa - Claire Metelits 2016-10-12
This book questions the dominant Western narrative of security threats
in Africa. By assessing the origins of the traditional approach to security
and problematizing failed states, political instability, Muslim populations,
and poverty, among others, it makes the case for a critical approach to
framing security challenges in Africa.
To the Greatest Heights - Vanessa O'Brien 2021-03-30
This riveting and uplifting memoir by Vanessa O’Brien, record-breaking
American-British explorer, takes you on an unexpected journey to the top
of the world’s highest mountains. Long before she became the first
American woman to summit K2 and the first British woman to return
from its summit alive, Vanessa O’Brien was a feisty suburban Detroit
teenager forced to reinvent her world in the wake of a devastating loss
that destroyed her family. Making her own way in the world, Vanessa
strove to reach her lofty ambitions. Soon, armed with an MBA and a wry
sense of humor, she climbed the corporate ladder to great success, but
after the 2009 economic meltdown, her career went into a tailspin. She
searched for a new purpose and settled on an unlikely goal: climbing
Mount Everest. When her first attempt ended in disaster, she trudged
home, humbled but wiser. Two years later, she made it to the top of the
world. And then she kept going. Grounded by a cadre of wise-cracking
friends and an inimitable British spouse, Vanessa held her own in the
intensely competitive world of mountaineering, summiting the highest
peak on every continent, and skiing the last degree to the North and
South Poles. She set new speed records for the Seven Summits, receiving
a Guinness World Record and the Explorers Grand Slam, and finally
made peace with her traumatic past. During her attempt on K2, she very
nearly gave up. But on the “savage mountain,” which kills one out of
every four climbers who summit, Vanessa evolved from an adventurer
out to challenge herself to an explorer with a high-altitude perspective
on a changing world—and a new call to share her knowledge and passion
across the globe. Told with heart and humor, Vanessa’s journey from
suburban Detroit to Everest’s Death Zone to the summit of K2 and
beyond, is a transformative story of resilience, higher purpose, and the
the-great-surge-the-ascent-of-the-developing-world

courage to overcome any obstacle.
Great Divergence and Great Convergence - Leonid Grinin 2015-05-09
This new monograph provides a stimulating new take on hotly contested
topics in world modernization and the globalizing economy. It begins by
situating what is called the Great Divergence--the social/technological
revolution that led European nations to outpace the early dominance of
Asia--in historical context over centuries. This is contrasted with an
equally powerful Great Convergence, the recent economic and
technological expansion taking place in Third World nations and
characterized by narrowing inequity among nations. They are seen here
as two phases of an inevitable global process, centuries in the making,
with the potential for both positive and negative results. This
sophisticated presentation examines: Why the developing world is
growing more rapidly than the developed world. How this development
began occurring under the Western world's radar. How former colonies
of major powers grew to drive the world's economy. Why so many
Western economists have been slow to recognize the Great Convergence.
The increasing risk of geopolitical instability. Why the world is likely to
find itself without an absolute leader after the end of the American
hegemony A work of rare scope, Great Divergence and Great
Convergence gives sociologists, global economists, demographers, and
global historians a deeper understanding of the broader movement of
social and economic history, combined with a long view of history as it is
currently being made; it also offers some thrilling forecasts for global
development in the forthcoming decades.
Doom - Niall Ferguson 2021-05-04
"All disasters are in some sense man-made." Setting the annus horribilis
of 2020 in historical perspective, Niall Ferguson explains why we are
getting worse, not better, at handling disasters. Disasters are inherently
hard to predict. Pandemics, like earthquakes, wildfires, financial crises.
and wars, are not normally distributed; there is no cycle of history to
help us anticipate the next catastrophe. But when disaster strikes, we
ought to be better prepared than the Romans were when Vesuvius
erupted, or medieval Italians when the Black Death struck. We have
science on our side, after all. Yet in 2020 the responses of many
developed countries, including the United States, to a new virus from
China were badly bungled. Why? Why did only a few Asian countries
learn the right lessons from SARS and MERS? While populist leaders
certainly performed poorly in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, Niall
Ferguson argues that more profound pathologies were at work-pathologies already visible in our responses to earlier disasters. In books
going back nearly twenty years, including Colossus, The Great
Degeneration, and The Square and the Tower, Ferguson has studied the
foibles of modern America, from imperial hubris to bureaucratic sclerosis
and online fragmentation. Drawing from multiple disciplines, including
economics, cliodynamics, and network science, Doom offers not just a
history but a general theory of disasters, showing why our ever more
bureaucratic and complex systems are getting worse at handling them.
Doom is the lesson of history that this country--indeed the West as a
whole--urgently needs to learn, if we want to handle the next crisis
better, and to avoid the ultimate doom of irreversible decline.
Economic Security - Sheila R. Ronis 2012-04-20
Historically, national security includes the strength of our nation's
infrastructure, the foundation upon which the continuous growth of our
society depends. This includes our strong societal and moral codes, the
rule of law, stable government, social, political, and economic
institutions, and leadership. Also included are our nation's schools and
educational programs to ensure a knowledgeable citizenry and lifelong
learning-a must for a democracy. Our nation's strength also requires
investments in science, engineering, research and development, and
technological leadership. We cannot be strong without a viable way to
power our cities, feed ourselves, and move from one place to another.
Most of all, a strong economy is an essential ingredient of a global
superpower. Without it, we will lose our superpower status, and quickly.
National security must include a healthy market-based economy, with a
strong base of globally competitive products and services that produce
jobs. This economy must include sound government policies to promote
responsible choices and reduce our debt, and grand strategies for energy
and environmental sustainability, science and technology leadership (at
least in some areas), human capital capabilities, manufacturing, and the
industrial base. And these are not the only components. National security
goes to the very core of how we define who we are as a people and a free
society. It concerns how we view our world responsibilities. Economic
security is a major element of national security, even as borders are less
important than ever. No matter how we look at national security, there
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can be no question of the need to include the economic viability of our
nation. Without capital, there is no business; without business, there is
no profit; without profit, there are no jobs. And without jobs, there are no
taxes, and there is no military capability. The viability of a nation's
industrial infrastructure, which provides jobs for its people, creates and
distributes wealth, and leverages profits, is essential. Without jobs, the
quality of peoples' lives deteriorates to a point where society itself can
disintegrate. It can also lead to strife on many different levels. As a
nation, we need to find a strategy to deal with this, and we will discuss
the ideas of expeditionary economics. But poverty is not only a problem
in Third World countries. It can occur at home, too-especially during a
deep recession. No community, local or global, can sustain indefinitely
whole populations of "haves" and "have nots." And that gap is now
growing within the United States. There is no question that a part of the
infrastructure of a nation must include a sound economy. It was the
relative deterioration of the Japanese and German economies that led
those nations into World War II. Poverty around the world is a global
systemic issue that frequently can and does lead to political instability.
But we cannot help others if we cannot help ourselves, and our current
economic crisis is a warning. National security is societal, political, and
economic strength. In today's world, national security for a superpower
is meaningless without a strong military capability as well. The
sovereignty and security of the United States, and the protection of its
citizens and property around the world, remain the bedrock of national
security. The execution of U.S. national security strategy is conducted in
a highly volatile global environment characterized by quantum changes
in technology; unprecedented social, economic, and political
interdependencies; broadened opportunities to foster democratic
principles; and allegiances and alliances frequently founded on interests
other than traditional nationalism. Understanding the complex systems
nature of national security and why the economy is a part of the equation
is crucial. National Defense University.
The Man Who Knew - Sebastian Mallaby 2016-10-11
“Exceptional . . . Deeply researched and elegantly written . . . As a
description of the politics and pressures under which modern
independent central banking has to operate, the book is incomparable.”
—Financial Times The definitive biography of the most important
economic statesman of our time Sebastian Mallaby's magisterial
biography of Alan Greenspan, the product of over five years of research
based on untrammeled access to his subject and his closest professional
and personal intimates, brings into vivid focus the mysterious point
where the government and the economy meet. To understand
Greenspan's story is to see the economic and political landscape of our
time—and the presidency from Reagan to George W. Bush—in a whole
new light. As the most influential economic statesman of his age,
Greenspan spent a lifetime grappling with a momentous shift: the
transformation of finance from the fixed and regulated system of the
post-war era to the free-for-all of the past quarter century. The story of
Greenspan is also the story of the making of modern finance, for good
and for ill. Greenspan's life is a quintessential American success story:
raised by a single mother in the Jewish émigré community of Washington
Heights, he was a math prodigy who found a niche as a stats-crunching
consultant. A master at explaining the economic weather to captains of
industry, he translated that skill into advising Richard Nixon in his 1968
campaign. This led to a perch on the White House Council of Economic
Advisers, and then to a dazzling array of business and government roles,
from which the path to the Fed was relatively clear. A fire-breathing
libertarian and disciple of Ayn Rand in his youth who once called the
Fed's creation a historic mistake, Mallaby shows how Greenspan
reinvented himself as a pragmatist once in power. In his analysis, and in
his core mission of keeping inflation in check, he was a maestro indeed,
and hailed as such. At his retirement in 2006, he was lauded as the age's
necessary man, the veritable God in the machine, the global economy's
avatar. His memoirs sold for record sums to publishers around the world.
But then came 2008. Mallaby's story lands with both feet on the great
crash which did so much to damage Alan Greenspan's reputation.
Mallaby argues that the conventional wisdom is off base: Greenspan
wasn't a naïve ideologue who believed greater regulation was
unnecessary. He had pressed for greater regulation of some key areas of
finance over the years, and had gotten nowhere. To argue that he didn't
know the risks in irrational markets is to miss the point. He knew more
than almost anyone; the question is why he didn't act, and whether
anyone else could or would have. A close reading of Greenspan's life
provides fascinating answers to these questions, answers whose lessons
we would do well to heed. Because perhaps Mallaby's greatest lesson is
the-great-surge-the-ascent-of-the-developing-world

that economic statesmanship, like political statesmanship, is the art of
the possible. The Man Who Knew is a searching reckoning with what
exactly comprised the art, and the possible, in the career of Alan
Greenspan.
The Shock of America - David Ellwood 2012-07-19
An ambitious, original book describing a century of Europe coping with
America: its inventions, personalities, films, armies, business, and
politics. These decades reveal how much emotional energy Europeans
invested in finding their own ways to reconcile tradition and modernity
under the pressure of the ever-evolving American challenge.
How China Escaped the Poverty Trap - Yuen Yuen Ang 2016-09-06
Before markets opened in 1978, China was an impoverished planned
economy governed by a Maoist bureaucracy. In just three decades it
evolved into the world’s second-largest economy and is today guided by
highly entrepreneurial bureaucrats. In How China Escaped the Poverty
Trap, Yuen Yuen Ang explains this astonishing metamorphosis. Rather
than insist that either strong institutions of good governance foster
markets or that growth enables good governance, Ang lays out a new,
dynamic framework for understanding development broadly. Successful
development, she contends, is a coevolutionary process in which markets
and governments mutually adapt. By mapping this coevolution, Ang
reveals a startling conclusion: poor and weak countries can escape the
poverty trap by first harnessing weak institutions—features that defy
norms of good governance—to build markets. Further, she stresses that
adaptive processes, though essential for development, do not
automatically occur. Highlighting three universal roadblocks to
adaptation, Ang identifies how Chinese reformers crafted enabling
conditions for effective improvisation. How China Escaped the Poverty
Trap offers the most complete synthesis to date of the numerous
interacting forces that have shaped China’s dramatic makeover and the
problems it faces today. Looking beyond China, Ang also traces the
coevolutionary sequence of development in late medieval Europe,
antebellum United States, and contemporary Nigeria, and finds
surprising parallels among these otherwise disparate cases.
Indispensable to all who care about development, this groundbreaking
book challenges the convention of linear thinking and points to an
alternative path out of poverty traps.
Storm Surge - Adam Sobel 2014-10-14
A renowned scientist takes us through the devastating and
unprecedented events of Hurricane Sandy, using it to explain our
planet’s changing climate, and what we need to do to protect ourselves
and our cities for the future. Was Hurricane Sandy a freak event—or a
harbinger of things to come? Was climate change responsible? What
connects the spiraling clouds our satellites saw from space, the brackish
water that rose up over the city’s seawalls, and the slow simmer of
greenhouse gases? Why weren't we better prepared? In this fascinating
and accessible work of popular science, atmospheric scientist and
Columbia University professor Adam Sobel addresses these questions,
combining scientific explanation with first-hand experience of the event
itself. He explains the remarkable atmospheric conditions that gave birth
to Sandy and determined its path. He gives us insight into the
sophisticated science that led to the forecasts of the storm before it hit,
as well as an understanding of why our meteorological vocabulary failed
our leaders in warning us about this unprecedented storm—part
hurricane, part winter-type nor’easter, fully deserving of the title
“Superstorm.” Storm Surge brings together the melting glaciers, the
shifting jet streams, and the warming oceans to make clear how our
changing climate will make New York and other cities more vulnerable
than ever to huge storms—and how we need to think differently about
these long-term risks if we hope to mitigate the damage. Engaging,
informative, and timely, Sobel’s book provokes us to rethink the future of
our climate and how we can better prepare for the storms to come.
The Coming Prosperity - Philip Auerswald 2012-04-02
Ours is the most dynamic era in human history. The benefits of four
centuries of technological and organizational change are at last reaching
a previously excluded global majority. This transformation will create
large-scale opportunities in richer countries like the United States just as
it has in poorer countries now in the ascent. In The Coming Prosperity,
Philip E. Auerswald argues that it is time to overcome the outdated
narratives of fear that dominate public discourse and to grasp the
powerful momentum of progress. Acknowledging the gravity of today's
greatest global challenges--like climate change, water scarcity, and rapid
urbanization--Auerswald emphasizes that the choices we make today will
determine the extent and reach of the coming prosperity. To make the
most of this epochal transition, he writes, the key is entrepreneurship.
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Entrepreneurs introduce new products and services, expand the range of
global knowledge networks, and, most importantly, challenge established
business interests, maintaining the vitality of mature capitalist
economies and enhancing the viability of emerging ones. Auerswald
frames narratives of inspiring entrepreneurs within the sweep of human
history. The book's deft analysis of economic trends is enlivened by
stories of entrepreneurs making an outsize difference in their
communities and the world--people like Karim Khoja, who led the
creation of the first mobile phone company in Afghanistan; Leila Janah,
who is bringing digital-age opportunity to talented people trapped in
refugee camps; and Victoria Hale, whose non-profit pharmaceutical
company turned an orphan drug into a cure for black fever. Engagingly
written and bracingly realistic about the prospects of our historical
moment, The Coming Prosperity disarms the current narratives of fear
and brings to light the vast new opportunities in the expanding global
economy.
The Long Game - Rush Doshi 2021-06-11
For more than a century, no US adversary or coalition of adversaries not Nazi Germany, Imperial Japan, or the Soviet Union - has ever
reached sixty percent of US GDP. China is the sole exception, and it is
fast emerging into a global superpower that could rival, if not eclipse, the
United States. What does China want, does it have a grand strategy to
achieve it, and what should the United States do about it? In The Long
Game, Rush Doshi draws from a rich base of Chinese primary sources,
including decades worth of party documents, leaked materials, memoirs
by party leaders, and a careful analysis of China's conduct to provide a
history of China's grand strategy since the end of the Cold War. Taking
readers behind the Party's closed doors, he uncovers Beijing's long,
methodical game to displace America from its hegemonic position in both
the East Asia regional and global orders through three sequential
"strategies of displacement." Beginning in the 1980s, China focused for
two decades on "hiding capabilities and biding time." After the 2008
Global Financial Crisis, it became more assertive regionally, following a
policy of "actively accomplishing something." Finally, in the aftermath
populist elections of 2016, China shifted to an even more aggressive
strategy for undermining US hegemony, adopting the phrase "great
changes unseen in century." After charting how China's long game has
evolved, Doshi offers a comprehensive yet asymmetric plan for an
effective US response. Ironically, his proposed approach takes a page
from Beijing's own strategic playbook to undermine China's ambitions
and strengthen American order without competing dollar-for-dollar, shipfor-ship, or loan-for-loan.
Searching for Socialism - Leo Panitch 2020-05-05
A new and essential history of the Labour new left from Tony Benn to
Jeremy Corbyn. Jeremy Corbyn’s rapid ascent to the leadership of the
Labour Party, driven by a groundswell of popular support particularly
among the young, was met at the time by a baffled media. Just where did
Jeremy Corbyn come from? In Searching for Socialism, Leo Panitch and
Colin Leys argue that it is only by understanding Corbyn’s roots in the
Bennite Labour New Left’s long struggle to transcend the limits of
“parliamentary socialism” and democratise the party, as a precondition
for democratising the state, can you understand his surge to become
leader of the party. Closely analyzing the forces inside the party aligned
against Corbyn’s leadership, Panitch and Leys explain what happened
between the validation of the Corbyn project in the 2017 election, while
advancing an ambitious programme of democratic socialist measures
unmatched anywhere since the 1970s, and the electoral defeat amidst
the Brexit conjuncture of 2019. They argue that while this defeat marked
the farthest point to which the generation formed in the 1970s was able
to carry the Labour new left project, it seems unlikely that the new
generation of activists will quickly see any other way forward than
continuing the struggle inside the Labour Party, so as to fundamentally
change it. In the face of the contradictions being generated by twentyfirst-century capitalism, and the need for discovering and developing
new political forms adequate to addressing them, this book is required
reading for democratic socialists, not just in Britain but everywhere.
The Ascent of Man - Mathilde Blind 1899

cutting taxes, balancing the federal budget, and promoting corporate
productivity. "The chief business of the American people is business," he
famously said. But there is more to Coolidge than the stern capitalist
scold. He was the progenitor of a conservatism that would flourish later
in the century and a true innovator in the use of public relations and
media. Coolidge worked with the top PR men of his day and seized on the
rising technologies of newsreels and radio to bring the presidency into
the lives of ordinary Americans—a path that led directly to FDR's
"fireside chats" and the expert use of television by Kennedy and Reagan.
At a time of great upheaval, Coolidge embodied the ambivalence that
many of his countrymen felt. America kept "cool with Coolidge," and he
returned the favor.
Emerging Africa - Steven C. Radelet 2010
Since 1995, 17 African countries have defied expeotations and have
launched a remarkable, if little-noticed, tumaround, Emerging Africa
describes this revitalization and why it is likely to continue. "Steve tosses
out the stereotypes and unearths reality...A meticulous and fascinating
account of sub-Saharan Africa's most successful economies."---Bono, lead
singer of U2 and co-founder of ONE and (RED) "Steve Radelet's
comprehensive analysis provides further grounds for optimism that
improved macroeconomic management in a significant number of
countries is producing tangible results, including resilience to recent
shocks. It makes an important contribution to mounting evidence of
sustainable economic improvements across the continent, while being
realistic about the effort needed to tackle remaining challenges."--Antoinette Monsio Sayeh, former Minister of Finance of Liberia and
Director, African Department, International Monetary Fund "Africa is too
often used as a blunt weapon to score points in debates about hopeless
poverty or desperate need. Radelet uncovers the national success stories
that are lost in `the Africa debate,' He has done Africa and the citizens of
these good performers a great favor."---Lord Mark Malloch-Brown,
Monitor Group, former Minister of State, United Kingdom "African is in
flux. Many countries have learned from past mistakes and now face huge
new opportunities. Yet much of this has gone unnoticed. Radelet's
important book will open your eyes to the new realities."---Paul Collier,
Oxford University, author of The Bottom Billion
States, Scarcity, and Civil Strife in the Developing World - Colin H.
Kahl 2018-06-05
Over the past several decades, civil and ethnic wars have undermined
prospects for economic and political development, destabilized entire
regions of the globe, and left millions dead. States, Scarcity, and Civil
Strife in the Developing World argues that demographic and
environmental stress--the interactions among rapid population growth,
environmental degradation, inequality, and emerging scarcities of vital
natural resources--represents one important source of turmoil in today's
world. Kahl contends that this type of stress places enormous strains on
both societies and governments in poor countries, increasing their
vulnerability to armed conflict. He identifies two pathways whereby this
process unfolds: state failure and state exploitation. State failure
conflicts occur when population growth, environmental degradation, and
resource inequality weaken the capacity, legitimacy, and cohesion of
governments, thereby expanding the opportunities and incentives for
rebellion and intergroup violence. State exploitation conflicts, in
contrast, occur when political leaders themselves capitalize on the
opportunities arising from population pressures, natural resource
scarcities, and related social grievances to instigate violence that serves
their parochial interests. Drawing on a wide array of social science
theory, this book argues that demographically and environmentally
induced conflicts are most likely to occur in countries that are deeply
split along ethnic, religious, regional, or class lines, and which have
highly exclusive and discriminatory political systems. The empirical
portion of the book evaluates the theoretical argument through in-depth
case studies of civil strife in the Philippines, Kenya, and numerous other
countries. The book concludes with an analysis of the challenges
demographic and environmental change will pose to international
security in the decades ahead.
Ascent of the A-Word - Geoffrey Nunberg 2012-08-14
Presents a history of the word "asshole"--from its use by World War II
servicemen to express frustration at arrogant superiors to its first use in
print by Norman Mailer to George W. Bush's use of the word to describe
a journalist.
The Limits of Neoliberalism - William Davies 2016-11-16
"Brilliant...explains how the rhetoric of competition has invaded almost
every domain of our existence.” —Evgeny Morozov, author of "To Save
Everything, Click Here" “In this fascinating book Davies inverts the

Calvin Coolidge - David Greenberg 2006-12-26
The austere president who presided over the Roaring Twenties and
whose conservatism masked an innovative approach to national
leadership He was known as "Silent Cal." Buttoned up and tight-lipped,
Calvin Coolidge seemed out of place as the leader of a nation plunging
headlong into the modern era. His six years in office were a time of
flappers, speakeasies, and a stock market boom, but his focus was on
the-great-surge-the-ascent-of-the-developing-world
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conventional neoliberal practice of treating politics as if it were mere
epiphenomenon of market theory, demonstrating that their version of
economics is far better understood as the pursuit of politics by other
means." —Professor Philip Mirowski, University of Notre Dame "A
sparkling, original, and provocative analysis of neoliberalism. It offers a
distinctive account of the diverse, sometimes contradictory, conventions
and justifications that lend authority to the extension of the spirit of
competitiveness to all spheres of social life…This book breaks new
ground, offers new modes of critique, and points to post-neoliberal
futures.” —Professor Bob Jessop, University of Lancaster Since its
intellectual inception in the 1930s and its political emergence in the
1970s, neo-liberalism has sought to disenchant politics by replacing it
with economics. This agenda-setting text examines the efforts and
failures of economic experts to make government and public life
amenable to measurement, and to re-model society and state in terms of
competition. In particular, it explores the practical use of economic
techniques and conventions by policy-makers, politicians, regulators and
judges and how these practices are being adapted to the perceived
failings of the neoliberal model. By picking apart the defining
contradiction that arises from the conflation of economics and politics,
this book asks: to what extent can economics provide government
legitimacy? Now with a new preface from the author and a foreword by
Aditya Chakrabortty.
The Books of Jeu and the Pistis Sophia as Handbooks to Eternity - Erin
Evans 2015-08-11
In The Books of Jeu and the Pistis Sophia as Handbooks to Eternity Erin
Evans offers an in-depth examination of the Coptic Books of Jeu and
Pistis Sophia, demonstrating their system of cosmology and ritual
practice, and their relationship to other contemporary Gnostic myths and
ideas.
Touching the Void - Joe Simpson 2012-12-12
The 25th Anniversary ebook, now with more than 50 images. 'Touching
the Void' is the tale of two mountaineer’s harrowing ordeal in the
Peruvian Andes. In the summer of 1985, two young, headstrong
mountaineers set off to conquer an unclimbed route. They had
triumphantly reached the summit, when a horrific accident mid-descent
forced one friend to leave another for dead. Ambition, morality, fear and
camaraderie are explored in this electronic edition of the mountaineering
classic, with never before seen colour photographs taken during the trip
itself.
Book Wars - John B. Thompson 2021-03-04
This book tells the story of the turbulent decades when the book
publishing industry collided with the great technological revolution of
our time. From the surge of ebooks to the self-publishing explosion and
the growing popularity of audiobooks, Book Wars provides a
comprehensive and fine-grained account of technological disruption in
one of our most important and successful creative industries. Like other
sectors, publishing has been thrown into disarray by the digital
revolution. The foundation on which this industry had been based for 500
years – the packaging and sale of words and images in the form of
printed books – was called into question by a technological revolution

the-great-surge-the-ascent-of-the-developing-world

that enabled symbolic content to be stored, manipulated and transmitted
quickly and cheaply. Publishers and retailers found themselves facing a
proliferation of new players who were offering new products and
services and challenging some of their most deeply held principles and
beliefs. The old industry was suddenly thrust into the limelight as bitter
conflicts erupted between publishers and new entrants, including
powerful new tech giants who saw the world in very different ways. The
book wars had begun. While ebooks were at the heart of many of these
conflicts, Thompson argues that the most fundamental consequences lie
elsewhere. The print-on-paper book has proven to be a remarkably
resilient cultural form, but the digital revolution has transformed the
industry in other ways, spawning new players which now wield
unprecedented power and giving rise to an array of new publishing
forms. Most important of all, it has transformed the broader information
and communication environment, creating new challenges and new
opportunities for publishers as they seek to redefine their role in the
digital age. This unrivalled account of the book publishing industry as it
faces its greatest challenge since Gutenberg will be essential reading for
anyone interested in books and their future.
This Present Darkness - Stephen Ellis 2016
Nigeria and Nigerians have acquired a notorious reputation for
involvement in drug-trafficking, fraud, cyber-crime and other types of
serious crime. Successful Nigerian criminal networks have a global
reach, interacting with their Italian, Latin American and Russian
counterparts. Yet in 1944, a British colonial official wrote that 'the
number of persistent and professional criminals is not great' in Nigeria
and that 'crime as a career has so far made little appeal to the young
Nigerian'. This book traces the origins of Nigerian organised crime to the
last years of colonial rule, when nationalist politicians acquired power at
a regional level. In need of funds for campaigning, they offered
government contracts to foreign businesses in return for kickbacks, in a
pattern that recurs to this day. Political corruption encouraged a wider
disrespect for the law that spread throughout Nigerian society. When the
country's oil boom came to an end in the early 1980s, young Nigerian
college graduates headed abroad, eager to make money by any means.
Nigerian crime went global at the very moment new criminal markets
were emerging all over the world.
Civilization - Niall Ferguson 2018-06
In 1412, Europe was a miserable backwater ravaged by plague, bad
sanitation and incessant war, while the Orient was home to dazzling
civilizations. Yet, somehow, the West came to dominate the Rest for most
of the next half millennium. In this vital, brilliant book, Niall Ferguson
reveals the six 'killer applications' that the Rest lacked- competition,
science, property rights, medicine, consumerism and the work ethic. And
he asks- do we still have these winning tools? Or is this the end of
Western ascendancy? Winner of the Estoril Global Issues Distinguished
Book Prize 2013
Counterrevolution - Walden Bello 2019-07-02
"A tour de force, required reading for all concerned about our political
fate wherever we may be." --Michael Burawoy, professor of sociology,
University of California at Berkeley
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