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The Abandonment of Settlements and Regions - Catherine M.
Cameron 1993-07-08
Groups of people abandoned sites in different ways, and for different
reasons. And what they did when they left a settlement or area had a
direct bearing on the kind and quality of cultural remains that entered
the archaeological record, for example, whether buildings were
dismantled or left standing, or tools buried, destroyed or removed from
the site. Contributors to this unique collection on site abandonment draw
on ethnoarchaeological and archaeological data from North and South
America, Europe, Africa, and the Near East.
Geoarchaeology - Matthew Canto 2015-12-09
This guidance document covers the use of geoarchaeology to assist in
understanding the archaeological record. Geoarchaeological techniques
may range in scale from landscape studies to microscopic analysis, and
are carried out by practitioners with specialist knowledge about the
physical environment in which archaeological stratigraphy is preserved,
and excavations take place. The main aim is usually to understand site
formation processes, but there may also be issues concerning site
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

preservation, refining field interpretations of archaeological contexts and
identifying changes in the physical landscape through time.
Behavioral Archaeology - Michael B. Schiffer 2016-04-08
Behavioral archaeology offers a way of examining the past by
highlighting human engagement with the material culture of the time.
'Behavioral Archaeology: Principles and Practice' offers a broad overview
of the methods and theories used in this approach to archaeology.
Opening with an overview of the history and key concepts, the book goes
on to systematically cover both principles and practice: the philosophy of
science and the scientific method; artifacts and human behavior;
archaeological inference; formation processes of the archaeological
record; technological change; behavioral change; and ritual and religion.
Detailed case studies show the relevance of behavioral method and
theory to the wider field of archaeological studies. The book will be
invaluable to students of archaeology and anthropology.
The Archaeology of Household Activities - Penelope Mary Allison
1999
The Archaeology of Household Objects provides a comprehensive and
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accessible study for undergraduates and postgraduates into the material
record of past households, aiding wider understanding of our own
domestic development.
Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology - 2013-12-04
Archaeology – the study of human cultures through the analysis and
interpretation of artefacts and material remains – continues to captivate
and engage people on a local and global level. Internationally celebrated
heritage sites such as the pyramids—both Egyptian and Mayan—Lascaux
caves, and the statues of Easter Island provide insights into our
ancestors and their actions and motivation. But there is much more to
archaeology than famous sites. Ask any archaeologist about their job and
they will touch on archaeological theory, chemistry, geology, history,
classical studies, museum studies, ethical practice, and survey methods,
along with the analysis and interpretation of artefacts and sites.
Archaeology is a much broader subject than its public image and
branches into many other fields in the social and physical sciences. This
multi-volume work provides a comprehensive and systematic coverage of
archaeology that is unprecedented, not only in terms of the use of multimedia, but also in terms of content. It encompasses the breadth of the
subject along with key aspects that are tapped from other disciplines. It
includes all time periods and regions of the world and all stages of
human development. Mostly importantly, this encyclopedia includes the
knowledge of leading scholars from around the world. The entries in this
encyclopedia range from succinct summaries of specific sites and the
scientific aspects of archaeological enquiry to detailed discussions of
archaeological concepts, theories and methods, and from investigations
into the social, ethical and political dimensions of archaeological practice
to biographies of leading archaeologists from throughout the world. The
different forms of archaeology are explored, along with the techniques
used for each and the challenges, concerns and issues that face
archaeologists today. The Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology has two
outstanding innovations. The first is that scholars were able to submit
entries in their own language. Over 300,000 words have been translated
from French, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Italian, Japanese, Turkish
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

and Russian. Many of these entries are by scholars who are publishing in
English for the first time. This compendium is both a print reference and
an online reference work. The encyclopedia’s second major innovation is
that it harnesses the capabilities of an online environment, enhancing
both the presentation and dissemination of information. Most
particularly, the continuous updating allowed by an online environment
should ensure that the Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology is a definitive
reference work for archaeology and archaeologists.
Ships' Graveyards - Nathan Richards 2008
Nathan Richards seeks to discover what we can learn by examining
intentionally abandoned vessels and to determine what the differences
are between cultural site formation processes and those created
"naturally" (that is, by shipwrecks and other nautical disasters). Using
Australian waters as a case study, Richards examines over 1,500 vessels
abandoned over a period of more than 200 years. --from publisher
description.
Space, Time, and Archaeological Landscapes - Jaqueline Rossignol
1992-08-31
The last 20 years have witnessed a proliferation of new approaches in
archaeolog ical data recovery, analysis, and theory building that
incorporate both new forms of information and new methods for
investigating them. The growing importance of survey has meant an
expansion of the spatial realm of traditional archaeological data recovery
and analysis from its traditional focus on specific locations on the
landscape-archaeological sites-to the incorporation of data both on-site
and off-site from across extensive regions. Evolving survey methods have
led to experiments with nonsite and distributional data recovery as well
as the critical evaluation of the definition and role of archaeological sites
in data recovery and analysis. In both survey and excavation, the
geomorphological analysis of land scapes has become increasingly
important in the analysis of archaeological ma terials. Ethnoarchaeologythe use of ethnography to sharpen archaeological understanding of
cultural and natural formation processes-has concentrated study on the
formation processes underlying the content and structure of archae

2/10

Downloaded from

test.unicaribe.edu.doon by guest

ological deposits. These actualistic studies consider patterns of
deposition at the site level and the material results of human
organization at the regional scale. Ethnoarchaeological approaches have
also affected research in theoretical ways by expanding investigation into
the nature and organization of systems of land use per se, thus providing
direction for further study of the material results of those systems.
Formation Processes of the Archaeological Record - Michael B.
Schiffer 1987
A synthesis of the most important principles of cultural and
environmental formation processes. For students and practicing
archaeologists.
Encyclopedia of Archaeology - Deborah M. Pearsall 2008
The Encyclopedia of Archaeology encompasses all aspects of
archaeology, including the nature and diversity of archaeology as a
scientific discipline, the practice of archaeology, archaeology in the
everyday world, and the future of the discipline. Featured in the
Encyclopedia of Archaeology are articles by leading authors that
summarize archaeological knowledge at the beginning the 21st century,
highlighting important sites and issues, and tracing the development of
prehistoric cultures around the globe.
Method and Theory in Paleoethnobotany - John M. Marston
2015-02-15
Paleoethnobotany, the study of archaeological plant remains, is poised at
the intersection of the study of the past and concerns of the present,
including agricultural decision making, biodiversity, and global
environmental change, and has much to offer to archaeology,
anthropology, and the interdisciplinary study of human relationships with
the natural world. Method and Theory in Paleoethnobotany demonstrates
those connections and highlights the increasing relevance of the study of
past human-plant interactions for understanding the present and future.
A diverse and highly regarded group of scholars reference a broad array
of literature from around the world as they cover their areas of expertise
in the practice and theory of paleoethnobotany—starch grain analysis,
stable isotope analysis, ancient DNA, digital data management, and
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

ecological and postprocessual theory. The only comprehensive edited
volume focusing on method and theory to appear in the last twenty-five
years, Method and Theory in Paleoethnobotany addresses the new areas
of inquiry that have become central to contemporary archaeological
debates, as well as the current state of theoretical, methodological, and
empirical work in paleoethnobotany.
Principles of Geoarchaeology - Michael R. Waters 1992
Geoarchaeological studies can significantly enhance interpretations of
human prehistory by allowing archaeologists to decipher from sediments
and soils the effects of earth processes on the evidence of human
activity. While a number of previous books have provided broad
geographic and temporal treatments of geoarchaeology, this new volume
presents a single author's view intended for North American
archaeologists. Waters deals with those aspects of
geoarchaeologyÑstratigraphy, site formation processes, and landscape
reconstructionÑmost fundamental to archaeology, and he focuses on the
late Quaternary of North America, permitting in-depth discussions of the
concepts directly applicable to that research. Assuming no prior geologic
knowledge on the part of the reader, Waters provides a background in
fundamental geological processes and the basic tools of geoarchaeology.
He then proceeds to relate specific physical processes,
microenvironments, deposits, and landforms associated with riverine,
desert, lake, glacial, cave, coastal, and other environments to
archaeological site formation, location, and context. This practical
volume illustrates the contributions of geoarchaeological investigations
and demonstrates the need to make such studies an integral part of
archaeological research. The text is enhanced by more than a hundred
line drawings and photographs. CONTENTS 1. Research Objectives of
Geoarchaeology 2. Geoarchaeological Foundations: The Archaeological
Site Matrix: Sediments and Soils / Stratigraphy / The Geoarchaeological
Interpretation of Sediments, Soils, and Stratigraphy 3. Alluvial
Environments: Streamflow / Sediment Erosion, Transport, and Deposition
/ Alluvial Environments: Rivers, Arroyos, Terraces, and Fans / Alluvial
Landscapes Evolution and the Archaeological Record / Alluvial
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Landscape Reconstruction 4. Eolian Environments: Sediment Erosion,
Transport, and Deposition / Sand Dunes / Loess and Dust / Stone
Pavements / Eolian Erosion / Volcanic Ash (Tephra) 5. Springs, Lakes,
Rockshelters, and Other Terrestrial Environments: Springs / Lakes /
Slopes / Glaciers / Rockshelters and Caves 6. Coastal Environments:
Coastal Processes / Late Quaternary Sea Level Changes / Coastal
Environments / Coastal Landscape Evolution and the Archaeological
Record / Coastal Landscape Reconstruction 7. The Postburial
Disturbance af Archaeological Site Contexts: Cryoturbation /
Argilliturbation / Graviturbation / Deformation / Other Physical
Disturbances / Floralturbation / Faunalturbation 8. Geoarchaeological
Research Appendix A: Geoarchaeological Studies Illustrating the Effects
of Fluvial Landscape Evolution on the Archaeological Record Appendix B:
Geoarchaeological Studies Illustrating Site-Specific Synchronic and
Diachronic Alluvial Landscape Reconstructions Appendix C:
Geoarchaeological Studies Illustrating Regional Synchronic and
Diachronic Alluvial Landscape Reconstructions
Microarchaeology - Stephen Weiner 2010-02-15
The archaeological record is a combination of what is seen by eye, as
well as the microscopic record revealed with the help of instrumentation.
The information embedded in the microscopic record can significantly
add to our understanding of past human behaviour, provided this
information has not been altered by the passage of time.
Microarchaeology seeks to understand the microscopic record in terms
of the type of information embedded in this record, the materials in
which this information resides, and the conditions under which a reliable
signal can be extracted. This book highlights the concepts needed to
extract information from the microscopic record. Intended for all
archaeologists and archaeological scientists, it will be of particular
interest to students who have some background in the natural sciences
as well as archaeology.
The Portable Radio in American Life - Michael B. Schiffer 1991
As an artifact of culture, the portable radio is an unusual but perfect
subject for investigation by archaeologist Schiffer. Seeing the history of
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

everyday objects as the history of the life of a people, he shows how the
portable radio has reflected changes in American society as surely as
clay pots have for ancient cultures.
Formation Processes of Maritime Archaeological Landscapes Alicia Caporaso 2018-05-30
Research into the anthropogenic and taphonomic processes that affect
the formation of maritime archaeological resources has grown
significantly over the last decade in both theory and the analysis of
specific sites and associated material culture. The addition of
interdisciplinary inquiry, investigative techniques, and analytical
modeling, from fields such as engineering, oceanography, and marine
biology have increased our ability to trace the unique pathways through
which archaeological sites progress from initial deposition to the present,
yet can also link individual sites into an integrated socio-environmental
maritime landscape. This edited volume presents a global perspective of
current research in maritime archaeological landscape formation
processes. In addition to “classically” considered submerged material
culture and geography, or those that can be accessed by traditional
underwater methodology, case studies include less-often considered sites
and landscapes. These landscapes, for example, require archaeologists to
use geophysical marine survey equipment to characterize extensive
areas of the seafloor or go above the surface to access maritime
archaeological resources that have received less scholarly attention.
Pottery Ethnoarchaeology in the Michoacán Sierra - Michael Joseph
Shott 2018
"Although most ceramic studies describe vessel production and use, the
causes and rates of pottery discard are often neglected in archaeological
studies. Michael Shott presents analytical methods for determining
pottery use life and demonstrates why use life should not be overlooked.
Over a five-year period Shott inventoried the household pottery of about
twenty-five homes in five towns in Michoacaan, Mexico, recording age
and types of use. He also looked at a subsample on a monthly basis over
two years to estimate the magnitude of early vessel failure that would go
unnoticed in an annual census. His analysis of about 900 vessels clearly
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shows that context does not explain use life, but vessel size does. Bigger
pots last longer. Consulting other ethnoarchaeological sources for
comparison and cross-cultural perspectives, Shott shows that his results
can be applied to other archaeological data sets for determining numbers
of original whole vessels as well as site occupation span."--Provided by
publisher.
The Effect of Formation Processes on Palaeolithic Settlement Patterns Aristeidis Varis 2022
Understanding the factors that control the distribution of Palaeolithic
sites comprises a fundamental objective of archaeological science.
Geoarchaeological approaches focusing on site formation processes have
been widely applied to demonstrate the factors that influence the
formation and preservation of Palaeolithic sites over time. However,
available knowledge is heavily skewed towards extensively researched
parts of the world and focuses primarily on the site-specific analyses of
landmark Palaeolithic sites. In this context, no previous study used a
systematic geoarchaeological approach to investigate the impact of
formation processes on a regional level in Central Asia, despite the
critical role of Central Asia in hominin evolution and dispersals.
Furthermore, as the formation history of low-density archaeological sites
remains unaddressed, the role of low-density sites in hominin huntergatherer settlement patterns remains elusive, even for regions with a
rich Palaeolithic record. On this basis, this PhD thesis performed a multiscalar approach to the analysis of the interplay between formation
processes and settlement patterns, by investigating site distribution on a
regional scale in Kazakhstan, Central Asia, and a local scale in the
Swabian Jura, Germany, Europe. Paper I, “In search of a Palaeolithic Silk
Road in Kazakhstan”, provides a geoarchaeological framework for
contextualizing a field survey in the Inner Asian Mountain Corridor
(IAMC) of Kazakhstan. The field survey explores the distribution of
Palaeolithic sites in a crucial region for Late Pleistocene hominin
evolution, testing the fundamental assumptions that govern predictive
models of hominin dispersals and behavior in Central Asia. The results
revealed that three geomorphic settings, karst, loess, and spring
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

deposits, are the most promising for the formation and preservation of
archaeological sites. A detailed discussion explores the systematic biases
that influence data collection and interpretation, according to the type of
geomorphic context in which the sites are recovered. In the framework of
this systematic geoarchaeological analysis, a primary aim was to
investigate the formation processes that influence the formation and
preservation of Pleistocene deposits in the most promising geomorphic
settings in Kazakhstan, the caves and rockshelters of the Qaratau
mountains (Paper II). Paper II, “The effect of formation processes on the
frequency of Palaeolithic cave sites in Semi-Arid Zones: Insights from
Kazakhstan”, combines site-specific data, extracted from the
micromorphological analysis of selected caves, and landscape data,
extracted from survey observations, to not only interpret but also assess
the completeness of the known regional archaeological record. In this
way, it sets a novel basis for investigating the formation and preservation
of cave deposits in Kazakhstan, with broader implications for the
distribution of Palaeolithic cave sites in Central Asia. The results
demonstrated that cave formation processes are tied to regional
geomorphic and climatic factors, with implications for caves in similar
semi-arid settings. Pleistocene deposits are scarce, while aeolian loesslike cave sediments and reworking processes of varying intensity
dominate the depositional sequences. Furthermore, hillslope erosion and
loess cover impact the long-term preservation of caves in the landscape.
Given the regional scarcity of Pleistocene archaeology in the caves of
Kazakhstan, emphasis was given in exploring the formation processes of
low-density cave sites and their role in settlement patterns in a more
local scale (Paper III). Paper III, “Low density occupation sites from the
Swabian Jura: Implications for site formation processes and settlement
patterns”, applies a site-specific approach based on micromorphological
analysis, to explore the formation history of selected low-density and
anthropogenically sterile cave sites located in the Swabian Jura,
Germany, one of Europe's richest regions in terms of Late Pleistocene
Palaeolithic assemblages. The results showed that low-density cave sites
are dominated by phosphatic features associated with carnivores,
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demonstrating the use of cave spaces by both predators and hominins.
Most importantly, the absence of dense archaeological horizons is not
attributed to intense geogenic processes, but rather to hominin
intentionality. In this regard, the low-density cave sites reflect sporadic
hominin use, most probably associated with specific mobility strategies.
Overall, this PhD thesis identified a clear association between formation
processes and the distribution of archaeological sites based on both sitespecific and landscape-specific analyses. The regional scale
geoarchaeological analysis in Kazakhstan demonstrated that in-built
biases characterize the archaeological record in different geomorphic
contexts, while geogenic processes triggered by the semi-arid
environment may explain the removal of caves from the landscape
leading to a low-density distribution of archaeological cave sites. At the
same time, the local scale geoarchaeological analysis in the Swabian Jura
demonstrated that hominin intentionality and not geogenic processes
control the formation of a sporadic low- density archaeological cave
record. By understanding the processes that shape the distribution of
archaeological sites or the formation of low-density sequences over a
given area, we are able to assess the completeness of the archaeological
record and construct more accurate interpretations regarding hominin
dispersals and settlement patterns.
Time in Archaeology - Simon John Holdaway 2008-09-26
A tightly focused group of papers on the deconstruction and significance
of the concept of time, with a historical background on the development
of time perspectivism and a range of case studies and examples. After
reading this you may never think about time in quite the same way.
Behavioral Archaeology - Michael B. Schiffer 2010
This book synthesizes the fundamental method and theory of behavioral
archaeology. It recounts the development of key ideas in relation to the
historical contexts in which they emerged. The major topics addressed
include the philosophy of science and the scientific method, artifacts and
human behavior, archaeological inference, formation processes of the
archaeological record, technological change, behavioral change, and
human communication. A selection of case studies make clear the
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

relevance of behavioral method and theory for the everyday practice of
archaeology. --Book Jacket.
Understanding the Archaeological Record - Gavin Lucas 2012-02-06
Machine generated contents note: 1. The trouble with theory; 2. The
total record; 3. Formation theory; 4. Materialized culture; 5.
Archaeological entities; 6. Archaeological interventions; 7. A 'new' social
archaeology?
Domestic Ceramic Production and Spatial Organization - Philip J. Arnold
III 2003-12-04
This ethnoarchaeological study looks at contemporary household-scale
ceramic production in several Mexican communities. Many
archaeologists have investigated ceramic production in the
archaeological record, but their identifying criteria are often vague and
impressionistic. Philip Arnold pinpoints some of the weaknesses of their
interpretations and uses ethnographic research to suggest how
archaeologists might consistently recognise ceramic manufacturing.
Archaeological Site Formation - Allan Gavin Thayer Morton 2004
Since the early 1960s archaeologists have realised the importance of
understanding the effects of natural site formation processes on
archaeological sites and material. Of the many processes that exist, this
study looks at sedimentation with regard to lake margins and its impact
on the archaeological record.
Principles of Geoarchaeology - Michael R. Waters 1992
Geoarchaeological studies can significantly enhance interpretations of
human prehistory by allowing archaeologists to decipher from sediments
and soils the effects of earth processes on the evidence of human
activity. While a number of previous books have provided broad
geographic and temporal treatments of geoarchaeology, this new volume
presents a single author's view intended for North American
archaeologists. Waters deals with those aspects of
geoarchaeologyÑstratigraphy, site formation processes, and landscape
reconstructionÑmost fundamental to archaeology, and he focuses on the
late Quaternary of North America, permitting in-depth discussions of the
concepts directly applicable to that research. Assuming no prior geologic
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knowledge on the part of the reader, Waters provides a background in
fundamental geological processes and the basic tools of geoarchaeology.
He then proceeds to relate specific physical processes,
microenvironments, deposits, and landforms associated with riverine,
desert, lake, glacial, cave, coastal, and other environments to
archaeological site formation, location, and context. This practical
volume illustrates the contributions of geoarchaeological investigations
and demonstrates the need to make such studies an integral part of
archaeological research. The text is enhanced by more than a hundred
line drawings and photographs. CONTENTS 1. Research Objectives of
Geoarchaeology 2. Geoarchaeological Foundations: The Archaeological
Site Matrix: Sediments and Soils / Stratigraphy / The Geoarchaeological
Interpretation of Sediments, Soils, and Stratigraphy 3. Alluvial
Environments: Streamflow / Sediment Erosion, Transport, and Deposition
/ Alluvial Environments: Rivers, Arroyos, Terraces, and Fans / Alluvial
Landscapes Evolution and the Archaeological Record / Alluvial
Landscape Reconstruction 4. Eolian Environments: Sediment Erosion,
Transport, and Deposition / Sand Dunes / Loess and Dust / Stone
Pavements / Eolian Erosion / Volcanic Ash (Tephra) 5. Springs, Lakes,
Rockshelters, and Other Terrestrial Environments: Springs / Lakes /
Slopes / Glaciers / Rockshelters and Caves 6. Coastal Environments:
Coastal Processes / Late Quaternary Sea Level Changes / Coastal
Environments / Coastal Landscape Evolution and the Archaeological
Record / Coastal Landscape Reconstruction 7. The Postburial
Disturbance af Archaeological Site Contexts: Cryoturbation /
Argilliturbation / Graviturbation / Deformation / Other Physical
Disturbances / Floralturbation / Faunalturbation 8. Geoarchaeological
Research Appendix A: Geoarchaeological Studies Illustrating the Effects
of Fluvial Landscape Evolution on the Archaeological Record Appendix B:
Geoarchaeological Studies Illustrating Site-Specific Synchronic and
Diachronic Alluvial Landscape Reconstructions Appendix C:
Geoarchaeological Studies Illustrating Regional Synchronic and
Diachronic Alluvial Landscape Reconstructions
Teaching Archaeology - 2020
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

Space, Time, and Archaeological Landscapes - Jaqueline Rossignol
2013-11-11
The last 20 years have witnessed a proliferation of new approaches in
archaeolog ical data recovery, analysis, and theory building that
incorporate both new forms of information and new methods for
investigating them. The growing importance of survey has meant an
expansion of the spatial realm of traditional archaeological data recovery
and analysis from its traditional focus on specific locations on the
landscape-archaeological sites-to the incorporation of data both on-site
and off-site from across extensive regions. Evolving survey methods have
led to experiments with nonsite and distributional data recovery as well
as the critical evaluation of the definition and role of archaeological sites
in data recovery and analysis. In both survey and excavation, the
geomorphological analysis of land scapes has become increasingly
important in the analysis of archaeological ma terials. Ethnoarchaeologythe use of ethnography to sharpen archaeological understanding of
cultural and natural formation processes-has concentrated study on the
formation processes underlying the content and structure of archae
ological deposits. These actualistic studies consider patterns of
deposition at the site level and the material results of human
organization at the regional scale. Ethnoarchaeological approaches have
also affected research in theoretical ways by expanding investigation into
the nature and organization of systems of land use per se, thus providing
direction for further study of the material results of those systems.
Spectacular Flops - Michael Brian Schiffer 2018-12-31
Many technologies begin life as someone's vision of an ambitious,
perhaps audacious, technology that is expected to have a revolutionary
impact on consumers-whether families, companies, or societies.
However, if this highly touted technology fails "prematurely" at some
point in its life history, it becomes a spectacular flop. Employing a
behavioral perspective, this book presents a sample of twelve
spectacular flops encompassing the past three centuries-ranging from
the world's first automobile to the nuclear-powered bomber. Because
technologies may fail from many different causes, spectacular flops pose
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a special challenge to the author's long-term project of furnishing
generalizations about technological change. Instead of constructing
generalizations that apply to all spectacular flops, this book provides
limited generalizations that pertain to particular groups of technologies
bounded by parameters such as "long-term development projects" and
"one-off projects." The reader need have no prior familiarity with the
technologies because basic principles are introduced as needed.
Contributions to Anthropology - 1967
Advances in Archaeological Method and Theory - Michael B Schiffer
2014-06-30
Advances in Archaeological Method and Theory, Volume 8 is a collection
of papers that discusses postprocessual archaeology, bone technology,
and tree-ring dating in Eastern North America. One paper discriminates
between the process and norm, and eliminates the dichotomy by locating
human agency and the active. It focuses on monitoring individuals as
being in the center of social theory. Another paper discuses the physical
model and the textual model that describe the basic components of an
archaeological record. For example, the first model implies that
archaeological inferences move from material components of the record
to material phenomena in the past. The second model assumes that
archaeological inference should move from material phenomena to
mental phenomena, from material symbols to the ideas and beliefs they
encode. Another paper explains the use of analogy as a useful tool in
archaeological considerations. One paper investigates bones as a
material for study, including the analysis of carnivore-induced fractures
or hominid-induced modifications from using bones as tools. The
collection is suitable for sociologists, anthropologist, professional or
amateur archaeologists, and museum curators studying archaeological
artifacts.
Language Evolution - Morten H. Christiansen 2003-07-24
What is it that makes us human? This is one of the most challenging and
important questions we face. Our species' defining characteristic is
language - we appear to be unique in the natural world in having such an
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

incredibly open-ended system for putting thoughts into words. If we are
to truly understand ourselves as a species we must understand the
origins of this strange and unique ability. To do so, we need to answer
some of the most intriguing questions in contemporary scientific
research: Where did language come from? How did it evolve? Why are
we unique in possessing it? This book, for the first time, brings together
the leading thinkers who are trying to unlock the puzzle of language
evolution. Here we see the latest ideas and theories from fields as
diverse as anthropology, archaeology, artificial life, biology, cognitive
science, linguistics, neuroscience, and psychology. In a series of
seventeen well-written and accessible chapters we get an unrivalled view
of the state of the art in this exciting area. Current controversies are
revealed and new perspectives uncovered, in a clear and readable guide
to the latest theories. This collection marks a major step forward in our
quest to understand the origins and evolution of human language. In
doing so it sheds new light on the process of evolution, the workings of
the brain, the structure of language, and - most importantly - what it
means to be human. Language Evolution is essential reading for
researchers and students working in the areas covered, and has been
used as a textbook for courses in the field. It will also attract the general
reader who wants to know more about this fascinating subject.
Site Formation Processes of Submerged Shipwrecks - Matthew E.
Keith 2016
Matthew Keith and the contributors to this volume provide a series of
studies that examine the ways to identify the natural and anthropogenic
processes that shape shipwreck site formation. The volume also
showcases emerging technologies and methods by which archaeologists
study shipwreck sites, including computer modeling and site
reconstruction, as well as how human activities such as trawl fishing
affect shipwreck sites.
Roman Pottery in the Archaeological Record - J. Theodore Peña
2007-04-30
This book examines how Romans used their pottery and the implications
of these practices on the archaeological record. It is organized around a
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flow model for the life cycle of Roman pottery that includes a set of eight
distinct practices: manufacture, distribution, prime use, reuse,
maintenance, recycling, discard, reclamation. J. Theodore Peña evaluates
how these practices operated, how they have shaped the archaeological
record, and the implications of these processes on archaeological
research through the examination of a wide array of archaeological,
textual, representational and comparative ethnographic evidence. The
result is a rich portrayal of the dynamic that shaped the archaeological
record of the ancient Romans that will be of interest to archaeologists,
ceramicists, and students of material culture.
How the Incas Built Their Heartland - R. Alan Covey 2006
"In How the Incas Built Their Heartland R. Alan Covey supplements an
archaeological approach with the tools of a historian, forming an
interdisciplinary study of how the Incas became sufficiently powerful to
embark on an unprecedented campaign of territorial expansion and how
such developments related to earlier patterns of Andean statecraft."-BOOK JACKET.
The Quality of the Archaeological Record - Charles Perreault
2019-09-16
Paleobiology struggled for decades to influence our understanding of
evolution and the history of life because it was stymied by a focus on
microevolution and an incredibly patchy fossil record. But in the 1970s,
the field took a radical turn, as paleobiologists began to investigate
processes that could only be recognized in the fossil record across larger
scales of time and space. That turn led to a new wave of
macroevolutionary investigations, novel insights into the evolution of
species, and a growing prominence for the field among the biological
sciences. In The Quality of the Archaeological Record, Charles Perreault
shows that archaeology not only faces a parallel problem, but may also
find a model in the rise of paleobiology for a shift in the science and
theory of the field. To get there, he proposes a more macroscale
approach to making sense of the archaeological record, an approach that
reveals patterns and processes not visible within the span of a human
lifetime, but rather across an observation window thousands of years
formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

long and thousands of kilometers wide. Just as with the fossil record, the
archaeological record has the scope necessary to detect macroscale
cultural phenomena because it can provide samples that are large
enough to cancel out the noise generated by micro-scale events. By
recalibrating their research to the quality of the archaeological record
and developing a true macroarchaeology program, Perreault argues,
archaeologists can finally unleash the full contributive value of their
discipline.
Archaeology: The Key Concepts - Colin Renfrew 2013-09-05
An invaluable resource, providing an up-to-date and comprehensive
survey of the key terms used in this discipline today.
Social Theory in Archaeology - Michael B. Schiffer 2000
A handbook to an array of theoretical approaches that contribute
something provocative or significant to the enterprise of constructing
social theory in archaeology, setting the agenda for future research.
Formation Processes in Archaeological Context - Paul Goldberg 1993
Natural Formation Processes and the Archaeological Record - D. T.
Nash 1987
Papers of a symposium held at the 51st annual meeting of the Society for
American Archaeology in New Orleans, Louisiana on Apr. 27, 1986.
Earth Sciences and Archaeology - Paul Goldberg 2013-11-11
This volume brings together contributions from an experienced group of
archaeologists and geologists whose common objective is to present
thorough and current reviews of the diverse ways in which methods from
the earth sciences can contribute to archaeological research. Many areas
of research are addressed here, including artifact analysis and sourcing,
landscape reconstruction and site formation analysis, soil
micromorphology and geophysical exploration of buried sites.
Critical Approaches to Fieldwork - Gavin Lucas 2002-01-04
This work takes as its starting point the role of fieldwork and how this
has changed over the past 150 years. The author argues against
progressive accounts of fieldwork and instead places it in its broader
intellectual context to critically examine the relationship between
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theoretical paradigms and everyday archaeological practice. In providing
a much-needed historical and critical evaluation of current practice in
archaeology, this book opens up a topic of debate which affects all
archaeologists, whatever their particular interests.
Formation Processes of the Archaeological Record - Michael B. Schiffer

formation-processes-of-the-archaeological-record

1996
Synthesizes the most important principles of cultural and environmental
formation processes for both students and practicing archaeologists.
Archaeology - William L. Rathje 1982
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